COMMANDER
KILEN’s
Organizational
Meeting

Commander Kilen wasted no time in getting her
team organized and on the road for her year as our
Commander. Having just been installed at the Department
Convention in Fargo on June 26, she jumped into a
meeting with the team over the July 15 & 16 weekend
followed immediately by a meeting in Indianapolis for
ND membership goals, veteran issues and meeting the
National Commander. Most people would be spinning
with such an early schedule. Cdr. Kilen took it all in
stride with her electronic tablet in hand and led the
organizational meeting through its paces. She managed
to inspire her team through several talking points on
the policies of the Department and what her goals are
as the Commander. Following are several points the
commander and others discussed at the meeting.
Commander Kilen’s first point is her desire to
influence and improve upon the interactions and the need
to develop enhanced communication and interactions
between the members of the Legion Family. All too
often, one or more of the team is left outside the ring
of information and lacks the information or worse the
invitation to participate in a planned event by the parent
organization. The American Legion Post is the primary
focal point of our organization, it is also imperative to
use all of the assets we have available. All of our Posts
are experiencing a decline in the memberships, therefore,
it is more important to capitalize on the teams we have
in place. Primarily our Auxiliary, Sons and the Legion
Riders. These organizations are valuable sources.
The gathered group heard from out National
Executive Committeeman, Bob Krause, Past
Commander and Children & Youth Chair Don Weible
and Immediate Past Commander Bud Goldsmith. They
each gave an update and perspective of primary elements
of the organization.
The group was subdivided into their individual
districts as well as their regions. On Saturday, the
Regional Vice Commanders asked if they could have a
breakout session to meet with their respective Districts.
They were off-script, but kudos to them for initiating
a creative moment to meet and plan for the regional
relationships. Interestingly, electronic communications
became a threshold discussion in these breakouts.
District 10 leaders have opted to try spin the wheel a bit
different and have planned their District meeting for a
Saturday afternoon. In addition, they want to schedule
additional meetings of their District’s Post Commanders
and Adjutants to foster better communications amongst
the communities. Commander Kilen has gotten
underway in a very solid and aggressive manner to lead
the organization. She has updated the Strategic Plan and
is looking forward to our future.

Past National Commander Gierke
Passes Away
Herman Fredrick “Sparky” Gierke became the first
Vietnam-era veteran to lead The American Legion as
national commander from 1988-1989. It was an elected
position that “he took a lot of pride in,” said Paul Allen,
a longtime friend of Gierke’s and the Legion’s past
national finance director. “He was aware that he was
under the spotlight being the first Vietnam-era vet to
serve as national commander, and he tried to represent
the Vietnam veteran the best he could. He was very
highly respected.”
After his one-year term, Allen said Gierke became
“a groundbreaker in the history of The American
Legion for other Vietnam veterans to serve as national
commander, like Miles Epling and Joe Frank.”
Gierke passed away Sunday, Aug. 7. He was 73.
A 45-year member of Post 29 in Watford City, ND,
Gierke’s slogan as national commander was “Proud to
be an American.”
Before his election as national commander during
the 70th National Convention in Louisville, KY, at the
young age of 46, Gierke served as commander of Post 29,
as the Commander of the Department of North Dakota
from 1983-1984 and as national vice commander from
1985-1986.
During his tenure as national commander, Gierke
was called upon to lead the initial challenges to a Supreme
Court decision that ruled desecration of the American
flag was an extension of free speech provisions in the
first amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Curt Twete,
Gierke’s aide as national commander and a longtime
friend, remembers being in a hotel room in Juno, Alaska,
with Gierke and the phone call he received from then
national adjutant Bob Spanogle, also a past national
commander, about the ruling.
“I think (Gierke’s) comments and reaction to the
phone call framed the position that the Legion took
trying to get a Constitutional amendment to prevent
desecration of the flag,” Twete said.
Gierke served in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate

General’s
Corps,
in which he served
as a trial judge
in more than 500
court martials in
Vietnam. Following
his military service,
Gierke served as
former Justice of
the North Dakota
Supreme Court and
former Chief Judge
of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the
Armed
Services,
H. F. “Sparky” Gierke
a nomination he
received from President
George H.W. Bush two years after serving as national
commander.
Twete said Gierke had a “brilliant judicial mind,
and one of the most intelligent individuals I’ve ever met
in my life.” Twete too noted that Gierke was “a blue
cap Legionnaire as national commander; he was a very
committed Legionnaire that took veterans causes very
seriously and was concerned about the welfare of our
veterans.”
Gierke swore in Twete’s son upon his graduation
from the U.S. Naval Academy, an honorable service
Gierke also upheld at American Legion Boys Nation - for
several years Gierke swore in the elected Boys Nation
president and vice president. He even gave Boys Nation
alum Michael Lang a legal internship after recognizing
him from the program while on campus at Catholic
University of America, where Gierke taught law.
“Sparky was very highly respected as a law
professor by his students, he was very highly respected
by blue cap Legionnaires,” Twete said. “Just a prince of
a guy to have as a friend. I’ll always remember him as a
personal friend that you could count on and trust.

KILEN - Begins Term as
Department Commander
Karen Meier, Elected as Department Commander-Elect
Alan Fehr, Appointed Membership Chairman
Delegates to the annual Department Convention in Fargo, ND, on June 24-26, confirmed Orletta Kilen as 20162017 Department Commander to lead the North Dakota American Legion throughout the next year.
Department Commander Kilen hails from Almont, ND and is a 23-year member of Post #261 in Almont. She has
served as District 7 Vice-Commander, District 7 Commander, West Region Vice Commander. Orletta has also served
on the ACOVA for nine years and served on the ND Veteran’s Home Board for seven years. Kilen served 22 years in
the U.S. Army and Army Reserves and retired as a Lt. Col.
Commander Orletta Kilen, Commander-elect Karen Meier, Department Membership Chairman Alan Fehr and
West Region Vice-Cdr. Glenn Wahus traveled to the Membership Conference in Indianapolis, IN, in early August to
meet with the National Commander to discuss the Department’s goals. They will also be traveling throughout North
Dakota this fall and next spring visiting Districts and assisting Legion Posts.

Dept. Cdr. - Orletta Kilen

Dept. Cdr. Elect - Karen Meier

Mbrshp Chair - Alan Fehr
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VOTE
Even though cigarette rations are no longer provided,
the smoking culture and “Smoke ’em if you Got ’em”
mentality is still strong and prevalent in our military
structure. The cost of medical care and death and disease
to our fellow veterans from smoking is a cost borne by us
all, smoker or not.
To help change that reality, the American Legion and
the other four Veterans Service Organizations that comprise
the ND Veterans Coordinating Council have joined forces
and partnered with health organizations across the state.
We joined Raise it for Health North Dakota to support a
ballot measure this November to increase the tobacco taxes
in our state to prevent kids from ever starting, save in health
care costs, and provide funding for important programs
and service to support our veterans. We completed our
signature gathering and have been successful in gathering
nearly 23,000 signatures, well past the 13,452 required and
have been approved on the ballot as Measure 4.
Thank you to everyone who helped with that
responsibility of this effort. It has been amazing the
responses that have been discussed during the signature
gathering and now in the press and on radio talk shows.
Unfortunately, there is tremendous misinformation
being spread, either knowingly or just due to ignorance,
regarding the measure. Although this shouldn’t be a surprise
considering it is an election year and misinformation
seems to be the standard, we are including an editorial
piece written by Dr. Eric Johnson. He is the Chairman
of the campaign’s sponsoring committee and works as a
physician in Grand Forks. Dr. Johnson’s editorial will run
in some of the newspapers across the state and provides a
great summary of what this measure will do. Please share
it with your friends, family, and any voter you talk to.
Our next responsibility is to be the “boots on the ground”
supporters who correct misinformation and encourage
North Dakotans to VOTE YES ON 4!

Measure #4
It is Time to Increase
North Dakota’s
Tobacco Tax

By Dr. Eric L. Johnson
Chairman
Raise it for Health North Dakota Sponsoring
Committee
It’s not every day that the public is given the chance
to enact policy that has significant and proven health and
economic impacts across our entire population. On Election

YES on Measure #4:

Day this fall, North Dakotans will have that chance by
voting yes on Measure 4.
In March of this year, a coalition of dozens of North
Dakota organizations and individuals announced our
plans to initiate a ballot measure to increase our state’s
ridiculously low tobacco taxes. Increasing the cost of
tobacco has been proven to be the single most effective
way to reduce tobacco use, especially in children. And
our measure will also provide needed funding for critical
services for our state’s veterans and individuals struggling
with mental illness, substance abuse, and chronic disease.
After hundreds of volunteers worked for months to
earn the support of North Dakotans for this initiative, the
Raise it for Health North Dakota Coalition submitted over
21,000 valid signatures to the Secretary of State, 8,000
more than was required.
The overwhelming support from North Dakotans
during this process aptly shows the strength of our diverse
coalition, comprised of North Dakota organizations
including the Veterans Coordinating Council (Veterans
of Foreign Wars, ND American Legion, ND Disabled
American Veterans, AMVETS, ND Viet Nam Veterans
of America), North Dakota Medical Association, North
Dakota Nurses’ Association, American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network, American Lung Association,
North Dakota Association of Counties, AARP ND, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of North Dakota , Mental Health of
America, Boys and Girls Ranch, North Dakota United,
Heartview Foundation, Prairie St. John’s and Catholic
Health Initiatives.
The benefits of Measure 4 are truly immeasurable. The
increased tobacco tax proposed in this measure is expected
to reduce the number of children who take up smoking in
North Dakota by 20% and keep tobacco out of the hands of
5,800 North Dakota kids. In addition, tobacco tax increases
provide current adult users, more than half of whom want
and have tried to quit, with the additional motivation they
need to overcome their addiction.
Reductions in adult and youth tobacco use will also
achieve long-term health care cost savings. In the case of
the impact of this measure, North Dakota stands to save
an estimated $246.57 million per year. When you consider
that the annual health care expenditures in North Dakota
directly caused by tobacco use are estimated at $326
million, we all have a stake in reducing the financial burden
tobacco use creates.
Though the purpose behind this measure is ultimately
to save lives by reducing and preventing tobacco use,
our coalition is also committed to providing a solution to
underfunded health care needs and the need has never been
greater. Our state is facing revenue shortfalls and will need
to make necessary cuts to balance budget. The estimated

$100 million generated annually from this measure
is dedicated to funding strategic, statewide plans to
address the continued unmet needs of our veterans
and North Dakotans struggling with mental illness,
substance abuse, and chronic disease.
Over the coming months, you will undoubtedly
hear opposition to Measure 4 from North Dakota based
organizations, but the groups are funded almost entirely
by the out-of-state tobacco industry. The tobacco
industry will spend millions of dollars to protect profits
they collect from addiction in North Dakota.
The truth is that North Dakota has one of the lowest
tobacco taxes in the nation. This increase will only
align North Dakota more with the tobacco tax rates of
our neighboring states. In fact, when Measure 4 passes,
Minnesota’s cigarette tax will still be almost $1.00 higher
than North Dakota’s.
There is no question that our proposed tobacco tax
increase is a win-win-win for North Dakota. With your
yes vote on Measure 4, we can reduce the use of tobacco,
prevent our kids from starting and provide needed funding
for important veteran, mental health, substance abuse and
chronic disease programs.
The Raise it for Health North Dakota Coalition is
committed to passing this important health policy and we
ask all North Dakota veteran and citizen voters to join us
this November.

VOTE YES, Measure
#4 on November 8

Upon These Hallowed Grounds
The making of a national cemetery in Fargo, North
Dakota, is in process and moving forward in a respectful
manner. On August 15, Senator John Hoeven hosted a site
visit at the future location of our national cemetery. The
cemetery will be located west of I-29 on County Road 20
next to the Maple Sheyenne Lutheran Church. John Knapp,
Director of the Regional National Cemetery Administration
(NCA) located at the Fort Snelling National Cemetery, was
also on hand to provide a very good overview of the plan
and process for the future federal shrine.
Mr. Knapp was very enthusiastic and complete when
providing information regarding both the construction
process and veterans’ eligibility. Veterans Cemetery provide
burial space and perpetual care of the site. The opportunity
for this cemetery has been created by a relatively new
program of the NCA known as the Rural Initiative Program.
Interestingly, 70% of all NCA employees are based outside
of the Washington D.C. area and nearly 75% of them are
veterans themselves. Being the smallest division within
the VA Structure, they also tote the largest percentage of
veterans helping veterans.
The basic premises of its purpose has caused significant
confusion to veterans and their families. The NCA and the
Rural Initiative Program’s goal is to provide a burial option
to 95% of the veteran population located within 75 miles
of the cemetery. Every veteran who is eligible, maybe
interned at a National Cemetery. Certain sites may have
additional restrictions, i.e. Arlington National Cemetery,
but every veteran maybe buried in a National Cemetery.
This rural program has several established guide
lines for development. The site will be 3-6 acres in size
(Fargo is 5 acres) and will be constructed to serve a veteran
population base of 25,000 veterans in the 75-mile area.
This geographic area currently serves 24,388 veterans.
The site’s 10-year plan is for 2,000 interments, anticipating
160 in the first year with growth to 300 per year after its
opening. National Cemeteries are being built utilizing
three different types of internments. 1) In-ground crypts
for caskets with a grave liner, 2) In-ground Urn placements
and 3) Above ground Columabrium’s for cremated
veterans remains. Nationwide, 18% of veterans currently
are choosing to be placed in a National Cemetery and at

Fort Snelling in St. Paul, cremation internments have risen
from 50% to 68% of all services provided. The site will
include a flag display area, and area for monuments in
recognition to service organizations, major conflicts, but
will not have monuments to individuals.
Mr. Knapp provided a curious tidbit for us to know as
well. If you observe a US flag at half-mast at a National
Cemetery, it indicates that an internment is in process. At
Fort Snelling National Cemetery, the flag is raised to its
top and then lowered to half-mast for the duration of the
day. They serve approximately 2,000 internments per year.
Are you eligible for internment at a National Cemetery?
The list of requirements is actually very short and can be
verified beforehand. 1) A veteran must have served at
least one day of active duty and discharged with anything
other than a Dishonorable Discharge. 2) Your spouse
is also eligible if you qualified, and 3) any “Dependent
Adult” child may also be interred on your plot. Each
veteran is entitled to one burial plot, two plots if married
to a veteran and other family members will be “stacked”
with the veteran. If you are eligible, the NCA provides
the appropriate type of plot, a white marble headstone, a
marker, or a medallion for on a non-traditional headstone.
The medallions are typically used in non-national cemetery
settings.
A great benefit today is the NCA’s “Pre-Need”
Application and Approval. Help your family today. Visit
with your Funeral Home Director, they will be familiar
with the process. It is an extremely quick turn-around to be
provided the “Letter of Acceptance. Gather your DD-214
and make a visit. This does not reserve a plot for you in any
particular cemetery. It simply alleviates one more process
when the time of need is impacting your family.
If you have a family member whom is a veteran and
is currently interred in an older, uncared for or a neglected
facility, your family member maybe accepted into the
national cemetery. The costs to move the remains from
the current interment is at the cost of the family. Once
the veteran’s remains arrive at the National Cemetery the
costs are free. The NCA takes over and will open and close
the grave, provide the crypt, headstone and provide the
perpetual care for your veteran.

The Fargo/Cass County National Cemetery will have
one full-time employee managing the site and outsource
contracts for care. The individual will office at the VA
Regional Medical Center. Color Guards will continue to
be provided by local Veteran Service Organizations and
the National Guards Funeral Detail. Across the country,
some National Guards will only provide burial honors and
support for only their branch of service. Thank you to the
American Legion Posts that provide honors to all of our
veterans.
Security to the cemetery will be limited. The site will
be closed and secured every day “Dusk to Dawn” Defacing
and damaging of graves is a felony and the perpetrators
will be prosecuted.
All National Cemeteries are “Hallowed Grounds”
and are “National Shrines” and shall be cared for in
remembrance of our veterans and family. The naming of
our cemetery is also a responsibility of the local citizens.
The name must reflect the geographical nature of the area,
may not be named for an individual. The NCA is taking
recommendations or requests for the site and the must
include National Cemetery in the title. The final goal of the
NCA is simply to follow the lead of President Abraham,
Lincoln, “To care for him who shall have borne the
battle and for his widow, and his orphan.”
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Hello everyone! Thank you for your support during the
convention. I am just back from the National Membership
Conference in Indianapolis last month. We were addressed
by many inspiring speakers. I will allow the membership
chairman to do more on this.
We are starting into the campaign to get the Tobacco
Tax Measure passed. It will be Measure #4 on the ballot.
Please vote yes on this and talk to your friends about it.
This is a grassroots effort to decrease the number of young
people starting to Smoke or Chew. We are the grassroots.
We are working on plans for the Fall District Meetings.
We are scheduled all in September except District 10
which is Saturday, October 1 is in the afternoon. Please
plan to attend your district meeting to learn how you can

participate in Legion Programs in your community. I hope
to see you there.
Homecoming will be different this year! We are having
a family picnic at the Rocky Butte Park in Dickinson on
September 10 in the evening. Earlier in the day there is
a rededication of the Veterans Memorial at The Veterans
Park: come and enjoy the day and evening. Please if you
were planning a gift make it a donation to my project at
the Veteran’s Home in Lisbon. I will be helping with the
Landscaping around the new Shop being built.
We are off to the National Convention next week,
which I will report on at district meetings and subsequent
articles.
Enjoy the remainder of the summer.   

Greetings from the West
Region,
First off, I would like to say
“thank you” to everyone for your
support in electing me as your
West Region Vice Commander
at the Department Convention at
the end of June.
In July, I attended our
Department
Organizational
Meeting. The meeting was very successful and was
filled with an extremely motivated crew who will
make great things happen for The American Legion.
At the end of July, I had the opportunity to go
to Indianapolis, IN, and attended the 53rd Annual
Membership Workshop. I met many motivated
Legionnaires from all over the US. Thank you again
Department Commander Orletta Kilen, for inviting
me.
At the end of August, I will be attending the
National Convention in Cincinnati, OH, where I
will attend a National VA&R Committee meeting, a
Department National Security Committee Meeting
and the General Sessions of the convention.
Onto West Region business. District Commanders
need to make sure you know who is your District
Auxiliary President is as our District meetings are
coming up in September. Also remember these District
meetings are yours to design and if you haven’t made
your District committee appointments already please
work on getting that done.
Oratorical will be on us before we know it. If you
can get into the schools, start by asking a guidance
counselor, teacher, coach or by going to the school and
asking if you can talk to the students, remember to
take with American Legion Family members also.
Well here it comes, the dreaded Membership
topic. Something that everyone is tired of hearing but,
here is some food for thought. Our Local Legion Posts
need to get engaged in the community. We need our
American Legion brand to be seen. Let the community
know what we do. Wear our brand out there so people
know we’re there. Don’t be afraid of trying new things.
Help each other out by asking neighboring Posts to
help find what works for you.
When recruiting a new member, ask them what
we can do for them, not what they can do for us. Ask
them to invest in The American Legion brand and
become a shareholder as are all members. Then accept
our new members, retain them, listen to their ideas,
don’t burn them out in leadership positions right out
of the gate but, listen to them as they might have some
different ideas about what we can do.
Get your members new and old to take The
American Legion Extension Institute Course to learn
more about The American Legion. Social media is
also a good way to get our message out whether it is
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter, they all work well.
The Department has a Facebook Page “ND American
Legion”, which posts things from The National
American Legion Veterans or Posts that have pages
or profiles. So if you have something from your area
you can share with them or any of your friends and
you instantly create news, which is a lot faster than the
paper. As time goes on more and more of our members
are using this, so if you’re on Facebook you can
request to be my friend and we can share information
statewide.
In closing, keep up all the great work that you all
do. If there is anything I can help you with, please give
me a call at 701-770-7580.
Don’t forget to get out to vote in November. See
you in September at the District Meetings, until we
meet again.

The other day I told a lady
when I was paying for my gas
that July would be over before
you know it and she said that
time waits for no one. She was
right. So time does not wait and
we have all volunteered to lead
during the next 12 months.
The leadership we continue
to express is a very simple thing. The same thing that
George Washington and his men expressed when his
2,400 soldiers crossed the Delaware River in a stormy
dark winter’s night and marched for 10 miles and won
the greatest victory, the battle of Trenton. Our mission
for all members is more refined now but it’s basically
the same. Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation;
National Security; Americanism; Children and youth.
These 2,400 men were thinking about the same
things. Their new country, America; their liberty and
security; their families; and the soldier beside them.
To us it’s a simple thing that is real, we share in these
old, but true values. For some have forgotten or have
become complacent. We lead by being there to echo
these values, setting an example, listening, giving
assistance, giving thanks and encouragement. We give
a face to our values.
We have small, medium and large posts throughout
the American Legion, all with different capabilities
but with the same values. We all need to continue to
do what we can, for it is better to do a few good things
than lose the values in our local communities. Simple
things like presenting the colors in a social event, and
giving respect with our honor guards to our passing
veterans keeps our values alive. So keep on keeping
on, reflecting the values that have made our country
great and expressing gratitude for those who have
stepped into the gap to keep our country free.
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Glenn Wahus
Western Region Vice Commander

Bruce Sailer
Central Region Vice Commander

As the 2016 State American
Legion Convention has come
and gone and having been
elected as your new Eastern
Region Vice Commander, I
write my first article to you. One
of the first items on my agenda
to do was to attend my first DEC
Meeting that was held right after
the Convention ended. This was
a very short meeting with a date for the Fall DEC
Meeting set for Saturday, October 8th in Bismarck.
On July 15th and 16th was Commander Kilen’s
Organizational Meeting, which was attended by
almost all newly elected officers to set plans for the
new coming year. Over-all it was a very productive
session.
Fall meetings are approaching and are a time for
Legionnaires to get together and also learn what is
going on in their districts, so take time to attend your
district meeting and get informed on your district. I
hope to see many of you at your district meeting.
Larry Lein
Eastern Region Vice Commander
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2016 Fall District
Meetings
The 2016 Fall District Meetings for The American
Legion and Auxiliary will be conducted September 1216 and starting Tuesday, September 27-October 1. All
meetings will begin at 7:00 pm local time, 10th district at
noon, except the 7th is at 7:30 Central Time. The District
Commander will conduct the District Meetings with the
assistance of the District Vice Commander and under the
guidance of the Department Vice Commander. Various
Department Officers and Committee members will be
on the agenda to bring Legionnaires up to date on their
programs.
Boys State, Oratorical Contest and membership will be
the main subjects covered during the meetings. Department
Commander Orletta Kilen will be at all the meetings.
Each District Commander and/or “host post” will be
sending out additional information to the posts within their
respective districts.

2016 FALL DISTRICT
MEETING SCHEDULE

Dist. 6th –
Dist. 9th –
Dist. 8th –
Dist. 3rd –
Dist. 2nd –

Mon, Sep. 12............................. Minot
Tue, Sep. 13..........................Grenora
Wed, Sep. 14...................... Dickinson
Thur, Sep. 15.............................. Rolla
Fri, Sep. 16........................ Fordville

Dist. 7th –
Dist. 5th –
Dist. 4th –
Dist. 1st –
Dist. 10th–

Tue, Sep. 27.............................. Elgin
Wed, Sep. 28.........................Hazelton
Thur, Sep. 29..................... Jamestown
Fri, Sep. 30.....................West Fargo
Sat, Oct. 01........................Wahpeton

District 2
Revitalization
November 4, 5 and 6, 2016 the Midwest Region
Membership Director Rolanda Herron from the National
Headquarters will be in the District 2 area to assist and
lead our District Commanders and leadership through
the process of renewing our expired members and whom
have not renewed in the past five years and seeking new
members from within our communities.
What is different with District revitalization from
previous efforts? The National American Legion sends out
press releases to all media outlets announcing the efforts
of the local Legion Posts. Letters and post cards are sent
to expired members and a general call to all veterans to
“Belong Today”.
If you are a District 2 Post, please set these dates
aside and come help in this vital effort. There are a lot
of different needs to get this task completed. It is a team
effort so bring a friend to help. It’s an old tried saying,
but new younger members are the life blood of every
organization. The legion is no different. Contact either
Kevin Kerns, District 2 Commander (Cell: 701-520-8166)
or Bob Greene Post 6 Commander (Cell: 218-230-4101)
The District is encouraging all Posts to participate and are
looking for one or two locations to serve as check points
for the effort.
The Legion is for every wartime veteran, our
organization is the largest and most effective patriotic
organization supporting veteran needs, active duty
servicemen and their families and communities.
Contact your District Commander if you will attend this
revitalization, or call the Department Headquarters office
at 701-293-3120. Your help does make a difference.

Greetings American Legion Family,
At the organizational meeting in Bismarck it was
exciting to hear the input from the new District Commanders
and Vice Commanders. The focus on technology based
communications was fantastic. Several attending, set up
face-book pages during the session and communicated
back to their posts and districts.
National Convention in Cincinnati is only two weeks
away and will be complete by the time this is published. I
hope everyone who is going has a safe and rewarding trip
and enjoys their time there. It will once again be a busy
time with meetings to attend, the parade to participate
in and other social events and tours. I think one of the
most exciting things about the convention is the opening
ceremony when anywhere from 2500-5000 people stand
and say the Pledge of Allegiance and the Preamble in
unison. I get goose bumps every time.
The pre-convention NEC meeting on Monday will be
informative as we will either approve or deny proposed
resolutions before they are presented to the floor. These
resolutions are then presented to the floor on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday for vote. Thursday is usually
reserved for any unfinished business of the previous days
and for the new National Commander to be installed
and for his remarks. On Thursday there is another NEC
meeting after the convention concludes. This is when the
new National Commander’s appointments are approved.
This year is especially exciting as North Dakota
Chaplain Mark Antal’s name is being presented as a
candidate for National Chaplain. This process takes some

time, so there is no way to know when this could happen,
but we will be spreading his accolades and hopefully it will
take place soon.
We have a new slate of officers at the District, Region
and Department level. Orletta Kilen from Almont is our
new Department Commander and Diane Kraemer from
Grand Forks is our new Department Auxiliary President.
We all need to give them both all the support we can in their
new positions.
Fall District meetings are being set up with locations
and dates being scheduled. District meetings are very
important for providing information to each District
and to meet the current Auxiliary President and the new
Department Commander. At one time in North Dakota
we had 100% Post attendance at these District Meetings.
Unfortunately, we haven’t seen that level of participation
for many years. Let’s change that trend and get as many
Posts to these meetings as possible.
You can find more information on the American
Legion at www.Legion.org. If you need more local
information about any legion related issue, it can be found
on the Department web site at www.ndlegion.org
Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more
information that you need, or have any questions for me,
let me know and I will get back to you ASAP. My Cell
number is 701-680-0567 and my e-mail is: bobkrause@
cableone.net. Gail’s and my address is 3434 28th St S Unit
134, Fargo, ND 58104. Thank you all for your continued
support of this great organization.

American Legion Boys State
Dawson Schefter of Langdon, ND, was elected
Governor of North Dakota Boys State, a gathering of 90
participants on the North Dakota State College of Science
(NDSCS) campus in Wahpeton.
Sponsored by the American Legion which ran from
June 12-17, 2016, North Dakota Boys State brings together
outstanding young men between their junior and senior
years in high school. Selected from schools across North
Dakota, these delegates come to the NDSCS campus for a
week of activities focusing on leadership and government.
At North Dakota Boys State, delegates participate
in hands-on learning activities including city and county
government functions, disaster simulation exercises and
the publication of a daily newspaper that is written and
edited by delegates. In addition to this “learning by doing”
process, delegates have the opportunity to experience

speeches and debates from visiting dignitaries.
In addition to electing a governor, delegates also
elected several other state office-holders including:
Lieutenant Governor Kailer Riedman of Portland,
Secretary of State Alexander Hettwer of West Fargo,
Attorney General Neelay Patel of Fargo, State Treasurer
Tyler Anderson of Fargo, Agriculture Commissioner Cody
Mauch of Hankinson, and State Auditor Christopher Dean
of Dickinson.
NDSCS has been the host of Boys State for twentyone consecutive years. Frequent visitors to the program
include: U.S. Senator John Hoeven, U.S. Senator Heidi
Heitkamp, U.S. Representative Kevin Cramer and
Lieutenant Governor Drew Wrigley.
Participants in the seventy-fourth annual American
Legion Boys State at NDSCS include:

HOMECOMINGS –
Each year our incoming Department Commander
and Department Auxiliary President celebrate their
homecomings as our organization’s new leadership. This
year, Commander Kilen celebrates her homecoming with a
picnic event in Dickinson on September 10th. Department
Auxiliary President Kraemer’s homecoming is scheduled
for September 17th at the Grand Forks Inn & Suites, 1210
North 43rd St., Grand Forks, ND. (Formerly the Howard
Johnson’s). The RSVP time has passed, but give the
NDAL Auxiliary Secretary Shirley Montgomery a call and
check to see if you can still get in on the festivities. NDAL
Auxiliary Secretary number is: 701-253-5992.
If you were unable to attend either of these great
events, please consider donating to their meaningful
projects. Call the Department Headquarters at 701-2933120 to find out where to send your donation checks.

Front Row (l. to r.) State Auditor Christopher Dean (N – St. Louis), Dickinson; Governor Dawson Schefter (N –
Portland), Langdon; Secretary of State Alexander Hettwer (F – Denver), West Fargo; Attorney General Neelay Patel
(F – Seattle), Fargo. Back row (l. to r.) Agriculture Commissioner Cody Mauch (N – Denver), Hankinson; Lieutenant
Governor Kailer Riedman (N – Honolulu), Portland; State Treasurer Tyler Anderson (F – Honolulu), Fargo.
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2016 North Dakota Legion Baseball

2016 Class AA State Champions, Fargo

2016 Class AA MVP Tyler Anderson, Fargo

2016 Class A State Champions, Valley City

2016 Class AA MVP Jess Johnson, Valley City

2016 Class B State Champions, Carrington - Courtesy of www.duke.photos

2016 Class B MVP Brady Smith, Carrington - Courtesy of
www.duke.photos

2016 Baseball
Scholarship Winner
Ethan
Zetocha,
sponsored by the Oakes
American Legion Post
#36, has been awarded an
American Legion Baseball
Scholarship as the 2016
Player of the Year for
the Department of North
Dakota. Ethan is one of
fifty-one winners chosen
nationwide.
The scholarship is
awarded to an American
Legion player in each
participating Department (50 states and Puerto Rico), and is
based on leadership, scholarship, citizenship, and financial
need. The scholarship may be used by the recipient to
attend an accredited college of his/her choice within eight
years of high school graduation.
Ethan’s application was selected and the most
deserving and thereby named the Department Player of The
Year. Ethan recently graduated from Oakes High School.
He will be attending NDSU in Fargo in the fall. Ethan
played varsity baseball from 2014-2016 and was the 2016
Team Defensive MVP and Team Captain and had the most
stolen bases (9). He also played American Legion Baseball
from 2013-2016.
Ethan was also in varsity football, basketball and in
track. He was also on the Student Council and on the
National Honor Society to name a few. Ethan plans on
majoring in Agribusiness with a minor in either finance,
marketing or crop and weed science. He chose this degree
because would like to sell crop insurance or work as a loan
officer and help his father farm on the side.

Please Help us Find Advertisers

Each District has major cities with Businesses doing business statewide, Contact
them and ask them to support our veterans through advertising.

We only need five (5) Ads per district to break even
Call your Dept. Adjutant for rate info
@ 701-293-3120

ND American Legion Headquarters
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This is a summary of the Department Executive
Committee meeting held at the Department Convention in
June 2016. Full copies are available at the headquarters
office. The agenda for the Department Convention meeting
was quite lengthy and with various activities compounding
the schedule, the DEC meeting was split into two separate
components. After the standard protocols of an American
Legion Meeting the NEC Bob Krause introduced two of
our quests, National Commander Dale Barnett and his aide
Dewey Moss. Commander Barnett hails from Georgia.
Cliff Herrick our Dept. Finance Officer reviewed the
financial statements and did indicate they were an elevenmonth statement, being our year end is June 30th following
the convention. His report was approved and moved to the
convention floor. As an addition to the financial report, the
National Commander calls for action to help refund the
National Emergency Fund Program. Commander Barnett
has asked for a fifty cent fee per member be collected to
assist the balance of the NEF. It was discussed and moved
for the Department to ensure that the total amount be
presented to the Commander at the National Convention
in Cincinnati. Adjutant Johnson reported on the StifelNicholaus investment portfolio for the Department and
since inception the fund has an increased market value of
15.27%. Paid dividends and interest are reinvested in the
fund.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership chairman Ron Matthews reported our
year-end membership ending at 91% of our goal and that
the 2017 will be set at 3% above the year end. He has
emphasized the need to grow membership versus always
accepting the loss of veterans. Jake Raile reported on the
Baseball Committee. Continued discussion on the conflict
of Baseball Tournaments and Boys State. The issue being
the high school boys are suffering repercussions in play
time if they attend Boys State and miss a non-league
tournament. If discovered that players are presented
ultimatums, the coach may be placed on a sanctioned list.
A moment of silence was held for the passing of Baseball

2016 Convention
Sweepstakes Winners
The 2016 Department Convention
Sweepstakes was held on June
25, 2016 during the Department
Convention Banquet at the Fargo
Holiday Inn.
Grand Prize $2500 – Helen Gunderson of
Grand Forks Unit #6
Second Prize $750 – Vincent Bitz of
Bismarck Post #1
Third Prize $500 – Mavis Miller of
Carrington Unit #25
Fourth Prize $150 – Lisa M. Bryant of Rolla
Unit #235
Fifth Prize $100 – Kathy Moos of
Jamestown Unit #14

Thrivent Choice
The North Dakota American
Legion Foundation is enrolled as
a participating organization in the
Thrivent Choice program. If you
are a member of Thrivent, you
may direct your Choice Dollars to
the NDAL Foundation. The NDALF
provides funding to the ND
Legion programs each year. We
appreciate your donations, and
thank you for your consideration.

Your ND Legion Foundation

North Dakota Legion News

Committee Chair Ken Vatne. Jake Raile has been appointed
the Committee Chair and Bob Greene as the Secretary.
A resolution was brought forward to the DEC from
Post #2 regarding High Quality Healthcare in the VA. The
resolution was approved and moved to committee.
Other Committee reports included a representative
from the ACOVA be present and provide updates to the
DEC at both the Convention and Winter Conference DEC
meetings. Kenny Wiederholt reported on the Children
& Youth activities, the Pigs continue to be their best
fundraising efforts.
Bob Greene reported on the History Committee’s
efforts and had unfortunate news on the application to
the ND State Historical Society rejected request. Other
options are being researched. Greene is also chairing
the Department Centennial Committee activities. He
will be providing a proposed budget for the Department
celebration activities.
Boys State Executive Director Wayne Satrom reported
on the activities of the recent Boys State program. 90
students attended and participated during the week long
government program. Each delegate received a half credit
for social/government high school credit and had the
opportunity to take the required Civics Test for high school
graduation.
Foundation Chairman Harvey Peterson reported on the
status of the Foundation’s upcoming silent auction and the
Winter Conference sweepstakes. Peterson asked the DEC
to approve their support and sponsoring a sweepstakes
to be held on behalf of the Foundation at each Winter
Conference. This item was approved by the DEC.
OLD BUSINESS
The overhauled Employee Policy Manual had two
items that were review since the past DEC Meeting 1) the
review of Vacation Carry Over Hours was reviewed and
discussed to keep the carry over limit to the original limit
of 80 hours. That motion died for a lack of a second and
the updated carry over of 200 hours was approved. 2) the
Compensatory Time Off period for using the earned CTO

Peterson to
Step Down as
Foundation
Chairman
North Dakota American Legion Foundation Chairman
Harvey Peterson will step down from that position at the
convenience of the Department Commander but no later
than July 1, 2017 – the next Department Convention.
Peterson became involved with the NDALF in
2007 as the Department Commander-elect and spent
countless hours with then- Department Adjutant Anderson
determining the exact financial position of the Foundation
and the individual Funds held within the Foundation. He
was intimately involved when he served as Department
Commander and later as the DEC Chairman. Peterson was
first appointed West Region Director and then Chairman of
the Foundation in 2009.
His resignation was submitted to Department
Commander Kilen at the 2016 Fargo Department
Convention in June.

for exempt employees was extended from one pay period
to two pay periods following the pay period in which the
CTO was earned.
Adjutant Johnson reported on the status of the Tobacco
Tax Measure. As of the convention, the Raise It For Health
Coalition had collected enough signatures to have at least
20% more than the 13,452 the state required. Signatures
needed to be turned into the Secretary of State by July 11,
2016.
Commander-Elect Kilen presented her final budget to
the DEC for discussion and review. Commander Goldsmith
asked that a line item be added for the upcoming centennial
to accrue $3,500 for three years to fund the celebration.
Approved.
The DEC has approved a ND American Legion
Veterans book to be promoted and published by a company
called PCI. This is a hardbound coffee table style book that
will include the histories of all of the ND American Legion
members that choose to submit their personal biographies
explaining their military lives and the American Legion.
Photos from before and now are encouraged. More
information to follow.
Several photos were submitted by a Legionnaire
regarding the condition of the American Legion Post
in their community and the disrepair of the building.
Discussion was held regarding the need or rights of the
NDAL to impose a Condition and Care policy of local
Posts. It was determined that the District and Regional
Vice Commanders should visit the posts and explain the
complaints that were received.
Our social media consultants reported the activity on
our Facebook for the last quarter. Facebook and Twitter
have had over 50,000 views or contacts the second quarter
of 2016. The Facebook page will also sport a link to
DONATE NOW via PayPal to support the programs of
both the Department and the Foundation. The meeting
concluded with recognition to the flag and was adjourned

Your No-Cost
LegionCare
Coverage Could
Be Expiring Soon
Reactivate Now!
If you enrolled in the Legionnaire Insurance Trust’s
LegionCare No-Cost AD&D Program prior to 1/1/2015,
your coverage is set to expire on August 31, 2016. To make
sure this doesn’t happen, all you have to do is reenroll
today on www.TheLIT.com. It’s no cost to you and now
it never expires as long as you remain a member of the
Legion Family.
What is LegionCare? All dues-paying Legion Family
members have the opportunity to enroll in LegionCare;
a complimentary NO COST accidental death benefit
provided to you by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust.
LegionCare provides you with:
•

$5,000 in Accidental Death Coverage for
covered accidents that occur if you are
traveling on official Legion business. *

•

$1,000 for all other covered accidents.

•

24/7 protection that covers members at
home, at work and while they are travelling
away from home.

Plus, LegionCare is now available to all members
of the Legion Family including the American Legion
Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion members 18
years and older.
You are guaranteed this NO COST benefit with no
health questions, no hidden qualifications … and no reason
to pass up your opportunity for this important benefit.
Sign up now and you’ll be covered for as long as you
maintain your membership in the Legion Family. This new
“one and done” approach will save you from needing to
re-enroll every 5 years.
Does this apply only to those that enrolled prior to
1/1/2015? No! If you haven’t signed up for LegionCare
at all yet, you can enroll now on www.TheLIT.com. Don’t
miss out on this valuable benefit provided to you by the
Legionnaire Insurance Trust.
To Enroll or Reactivate, visit www.TheLIT.com or
call 1-800-235-6943.
* For purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,
a member of the Legion Family, with current year’s dues
paid, could be eligible for the $5,000.00 Accidental Death
benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from
an official function at which the he/she represents his/her
Post, District, Department, or National Organization in an
official capacity. Bonus benefit for Legion business travel
in not available in MN and NH.
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I want to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity
to serve as your Department President. I know we will
have a great year working on our many projects for our
veterans, our military and their families and programs for
our children and youth.
Our veterans and their families are very important to
me. I want all of us to do that one little thing for them, like
send your veterans in the nursing home a card on special
occasions, helping at a senior center, send extra cards (no
matter what kind) to Lisbon for our veterans to use. I
strongly urge all of you to write down any time, dollars,
and supplies for anything you do. Every hour we count
will help us get more help for our veterans.
The work outlines are on line on the national website
www.alaforveterans.org. I gave some chairman their
packet at the Organizational Meeting. The rest will be
mailed to them this week. All of our District Presidents
were there and they have updated their books with the
latest information.

2016-2017 Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Diane Kraemer, 741-5369, president@ndala.org
Department President-Elect. . . . . . . Mavis Goodroad, 361-0413, presidentelect@ndala.org
Department Vice President. . . . . Jeannie Roman, 340-0702, vicepresidentelect@ndala.org
Department Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shirley Montgomery, 253-5992, secretary@ndala.org

The membership program
is very important to all of us. If
we do not build our membership
up we could possibly lose our
Boys State and Girls State, these
programs are so important to all
of our children.
We also need to continue
our brand loyalty. It will show
everyone who we are and what we want to accomplish.
I am here to help any member, unit or district in any
way that I can with any problems you are having. Please
call me (701-772-1839) or email me president@ndal.org.
I will write more after I return from the National
Convention.
I want to personally thank you for all you do. God
Bless the USA.
Diane Kraemer
President

2016 Fall District
Meeting Schedule

Department Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LaVonne Matthews, 361-8908, treasurer@ndala.org
Department Historian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Tomlinson, 550-9097, historian@ndala.org
Department Chaplain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bev Wolff, 872-3309, chaplain@ndala.org
Nattional Exec Committeewoman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marlene Boyer, 652-3070,
Alternate NEC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arla Roth,426-3131, necalternate@ndala.org
Parliamentarian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Linda Juntunen, 230-2779, parliamentarian@ndala.org
District 1 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Marcy Schmidt, 232-1327, district1@ndala.org
District 2 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marlene Simundson, 520-9631, district2@ndala.org
District 3 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gloria Covert, 266-+5467, district3@ndala.org
District 4 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joan Lasher, 363-2770, district4@ndala.org
District 5 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katie Pulley, 260-2698, district5@ndala.org
District 6 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deanna Reed Olson, 263-5318, district6@ndala.org
District 7 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holly Eslilnger, 891-1909, district7@ndala.org
District 8 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sonja Groll, 872-4938, district8@ndala.org
District 9 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pauline Kilbride, district9@ndala.org

Dist. 6th – Mon, Sep. 12........................... Minot
Dist. 9th – Tue, Sep. 13........................Grenora
Dist. 8th – Wed, Sep. 14.....................Dickinson
Dist. 3rd – Thur,Sep. 15............................ Rolla
Dist. 2nd – Fri, Sep. 16...................... Fordville
Dist. 7th – Tue, Sep. 27............................ Elgin
Dist. 5th – Wed, Sep. 28.......................Hazelton
Dist. 4th – Thur,Sep. 29................... Jamestown
Dist. 1st – Fri, Sep. 30...................West Fargo
Dist. 10th– Sat, Oct. 01......................Wahpeton

District 10 President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gigi Moore, 680-2079, district10@ndala.org

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT DIANE KRAEMER
RECOGNITION DINNER
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 • Starts at 5:30 pm
GRAND FORKS INN AND SUITES (FORMERLY HOWARD JOHNSON)
1210 North 43rd St • Grand Forks ND 58203 • TELEPHONE: 701-772-7131
RSVP BY 20 AUGUST 2016 TO:
DIANE KRAEMER
2466 ESTABROOK DR
GRAND FORKS ND 58201
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Dunseith’s Gladue
earns honor from
State’s Legion
Auxiliary
By John Rosinski
Of the Star
Janice
Gladue
never
joined
the
Dunseith
American
Legion Auxiliary for
recognition, but her
steady dedication was
brought to light recently
at a state convention.
Gladue
joined
Dunseith’s
Archie
Jardine Unit 185 in the
late 1980s, following in
her mother’s footsteps.
June Quaife was a
member of the auxiliary
while Janice’s father,
Garnet Mountain, was a serviceman in World War II.
Gladue eventually joined the organization and is its
current president.
“It’s a service organization and we serve a lot of
people, more than they probably realize,” Gladue said. “I
think we’re the best kept secret around.”
Gladue described the auxiliary as a service organization
that aims to serve as many people as possible. To that end
the group makes several various donations, volunteers at
the Dunseith food pantry and assists with the Rodeo Club,
among other charitable endeavors.
“It’s a good feeling of satisfaction when something
you’ve followed through comes to fruition,” Gladue noted.
“People are generous and the money they donate is used to
pay our requirements and helps us do what we do for our
veterans.”
Gladue and the entire auxiliary received statewide
recognition recently when she was selected the Department
of North Dakota American Legion Auxiliary 2015-16 Unit
Member of the Year. Jan was presented with a plaque at
the Past Presidents Parley Luncheon during the convention
held in Fargo.
Long-time auxiliary member Minnie Flynn submitted
Gladue’s nomination. Flynn highlighted how Gladue
organized a tea for the Dunseith School staff during
American Education Week and the ALA Poster Contest for
Dunseith students.
Gladue has also volunteered at the Dunseith Senior
Center and her work at the local food bank includes
unloading trucks, organizing and collecting donations
from food drives and food distribution. For Memorial
Day, Gladue distributes Unit 185’s poppies and prepares
barbeques for the meal following the Memorial Ceremony.
Gladue and Flynn attended the state convention
together, and Gladue commented on what it was like to
watch Flynn, who has been an auxiliary member for years,
live in her element.
“The award was a total surprise,” Gladue said. “I
asked Minnie ‘What the heck did you say?’ We went to
the convention together and I watched so many people
come up to her and say hi, hug her and tell endless stories
together.”
Gladue said she was surprised Flynn nominated her,
but was quick to state the auxiliary wouldn’t be where it is
today without Flynn.
“I don’t know what we would do without Minnie,”
Gladue said. “She is the mainstay of the organization and
has been a mentor to me.”
Gladue said she wants her honor to hopefully stir up
some additional interest in the organization, and possibly
some new members. There are currently 54 paid members
but Gladue indicated only about 10 are active.
“We are eager to have people join and we need new
members,” Gladue said. “If anyone is interested they
can call our members and we will provide them with an
application.”
Gladue’s nomination has been submitted to the
National ALA organization and she has been awarded
a stipend to attend the National Convention and be
recognized for her service to veterans, military, their
families and communities.
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This has been a very interesting year and I want to share
some of the things that I have learned this year as being
secretary of the ND American Legion Auxiliary. First the
need to get new members in this great organization, second
would be that the needs are great for all of the Veterans
and active military members that the state provides. There
is a lot more to this job than being here to answer your
questions and knowing everything that happens within
the state of North Dakota. The one thing that I have tried
to do is to be here to help you with your concerns within
your units. So feel free to email me or call me with any
questions that you have.
Things that I am working on for the next year. First
is a ND National Guard Woman’s Appreciation Night for
those that are at the guard offices in Fargo. Next would
be a creative arts festival at the VA Hospital. Not all of
the information is available for each of these activities so
hopefully I will be able to fill everyone in soon as to what
I am doing.
Because membership is something that is dear to
my heart I came up with a way to make some money for
incentives. In the meantime I got the shirts so that we can
do some advertising for ND American Legion Family,

because after all we are a family.
Please ask me if you are interested
in purchasing a shirt, hopefully
soon you can go onto our website
at ndala.org and order your shirts.
I am working on getting
funds to help the Veteran’s that
leave the hospital in the same
clothes or pajamas that they come
to the hospital with so that they
can purchase clothes so that the Veteran can go home with
pride and knowing that someone cared enough to give
them clothes so they can have something.
Shauna has been working hard on getting the website
up to date. We have been having a few problems with this
website but hopefully we will finish the work that we need
to do on this site.
We got 10 file cabinets from another company in
the building that was going to get rid of the file cabinets.
Hopefully I will have enough time to get all of these file
cabinets filled with the many boxes that I have in the office.
Shirley Montgomery
Department Secretary

District 3

District 10

District 3 is very proud to have the ND Legion
Auxiliary woman of the year, Jan Gladue from Dunseith.
We also have the 2016 Girls State governor Sami Nordmark
from Rolla.
Jan Gladue was honored at a coffee party at the
Peace Luthern Church in Dunseith by family, friends and
auxiliary members.
Sami Nordmark participated in the Ragtop parade
in Rolla. She was escorted in the convertible by retired
Corporal Rick Gibney a Rolla native.
Gloria Covert
District 3 Pres.

I’m no stranger to the Legion
Aux or to District 10. Thanks for
giving me the opportunity to serve
as your District President again.
I will be attending the National
Convention in Cincinnati at the end
of the month.
It will then be time to start our
new year. Start working on our
programs, make sure to keep track
of what you do, how many hours are
spent on the program, money spent and number of people
served. Get working on membership renewals and new
members, they are so very important to our organization.
I have only received a list of unit officers from a couple
units, please send me one from your unit, along with a date
and time of your meetings. I would like to visit every unit
in the District. Am looking forward to working with each
and everyone of you. Any question please give me a call.
Cell 702-210-0048 or home 701-742-2647
Gigi Moore
District 10 President.

Girls State

The 2016 ALA Girls State session was held June
5-10th and had 121 citizens registered. Samantha
Nordmark from Rolla was elected Governor, and
Sofia Murato was elected as Lieutenant Governor.
Girls Nations Senators were Alyx Schmitz and Abigail
Moberg.
Girls State participants may receive high school
credit for participating in the program. Credit
information was mailed to schools in mid-August.
Next year the Civics exam will be offered to citizens
and can fulfill the North Dakota Civics requirement.
It is up to the school district to decide if they wish to
accept the high school credit and civics exam.
Staff positions will be filled differently than they
have been in the past. With the exception of the Girls
State Director, all other staff positions will be filled
through an application process. Application deadlines
are:
Filled by time of publication: Marketing Director
October 1st: Dean of Counselors, Director of 		
Government
November 15th: Senior Counselors
December 1st: Junior Counselors
January 15th: City Moms, Sales Director, School
Education/Counselor, Director of Ceremonies, Music
Director, Choir Accompanist, Newspaper Editor/
Coordinator
Two new positions have been established for

the 2017 session. The first new position is Grand
Mom. The Grand Mom will lead the other city moms
throughout the week and will be selected from within
the city mom applications. We are also seeking a
School Educator/Counselor. This person should have
a secondary education license and have experience
counseling students.
Applications and job descriptions will be sent
to units in the September unit mailing, posted on the
Girls State website, or can be requested from me or the
Department office. The Girls State board encourages
you to consider being part of the Girls State staff.
I’d like to specially thank Dana Thoreson for her
time, talent, passion and leadership of the Girls State
program during her time as Director. Though she is no
longer Director, Dana continues to serve on the Girls
State board.
On a related note, please notice the revised address
to send registration and medical forms. Girls State also
has a new phone number: 701-314-2460.
If you have any questions or suggestions please
reach out to me or the other board members: Dana
Thoreson, Laurie Horton-Senger, Lauren Hoffman,
and Gigi Moore. Committee members also include the
Department Secretary, Treasurer and President.
Sincerely,
Cat Olson
Girls State Director

Greetings, Historians, Scrapbookers, and Members
I am pleased to be Department
Historian for the fourth year. This
undertaking cannot be completed
without your help. Please continue
to send me photos, news clippings,
and memorabilia so I can compile the
many accomplishments of our units
and members.
For those who attended Convention, I hope you
had the opportunity to look at the President’s scrapbook
presented to Marlene. Thanks to these units who sent
contributions, Cando, Carrington, Dickinson, Fargo,
Gackle, Grand Forks, Hazelton, Lidgerwood, McClusky,
McVille, Napoleon, Portland, Rolla, Rutland, Sherwood,
Streeter, and Wilton.
These units sent either mid-year or year-end reports,
Belfield, Buffalo, Cando, Fargo, Gackle, Grafton, Grand
Forks, Langdon, Larimore, McHenry, Minto, Mooreton,
New Rockford, New Town, Park River, Portland,
Richardton, Turtle Lake, Valley City, Velva, Wahpeton,
Washburn, Watford City, and Willow City. No unit sent
both which should be the done.
Kudos to Barry Hoff Unit 72 from Napoleon for
having ALA Unit activities published in four newspapers
and to Ole Semling Unit 135 of McVille whose chairmen
send reports all year as the activities are completed. Keep
up the great work.
Gilbert C. Grafton Unit 2 at Fargo submitted their
Unit History. A great big thank you goes to Marcy Schmidt
for following the directions! Following the directions to
complete a unit history is important, but most important is
keeping a visual record of all the great activities units and
members complete.
Both news clippings and reports are used to complete
the mid-year and year-end reports to the National Historian
and for writing the Department History which is submitted
for competition at the National Convention.
Read the complete 2015-2016 Department of North
Dakota History online at Department’s Website, www.
ndala.org under the Program Tab, then click on Historian.
2016-2017 History Rules can also be found there and will
be sent in a monthly mailing, too.
Keep tooting NDALA’s horn and send me the info
from your unit’s and members’ activities. My address is
PO Box 1088, Rolla ND 58367-1088. If you choose, you
can email pictures and scanned, attached news articles and
reports to me at historian@ndala.org.
Lynn Tomlinson
Historian

Membership

Greetings Ladies:
I am looking forward to meeting
all of you at the Fall District meetings.
I will be traveling with President
Diane and will be talking to you
about membership. As you have heard
before, we need to work hard to
get new members. I hope I can
count on all of you to work with me
and present any ideas that you may
have to help in this process. We need to work together and
I will appreciate all of your effort. I would like to see that
every Unit gets at least one member this year and some of
you I am sure can do better than that. We will talk more on
that subject when we meet.
I hope all of you had a great summer and are ready to
work hard for our Veterans. They are the ones we are here
to serve. Take care . God Bless all of you and God Bless
our Veterans past and present.
Mavis Goodroad
President Elect

Department Leadership
Training
Department Leadership National Conference is held
in Indianapolis in the spring. I have attended twice and I
learned a lot. It is open to all Auxiliary members. You fly in
on Friday and leave on Monday.
This is a good source of information for all. You
learn about the vision for the upcoming year. There is an
overview of the Centennial Strategic Plan. We learned
about Fiduciary Stewardship, about EIN’s and the 990
forms. We listened and talked about ways to strengthen
our units. The training opportunities that is available to all
of us. We talked about membership. We also talked about
communication, the ALA Brand, and the ALA website.
If you have a chance to attend this conference I would
encourage you to go.
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come out for the re-dedication of the
stark county veterans memorial
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Past Presidents Parly
PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY—
Marlys Aubol, President 2016-2017.
As your President of Past
Presidents Parley for 2016-2017,
I decided that my article for The
Message this time will be focused on
Past Presidents Parley.
I will put together a Past
Presidents Parley Program Action
Plan for 2016-2017, which will be sent
to all units and will also be available
on www.ndala.org web site. You will also be able to find
the National Action Plan at www.alaforveterans.org
First of all I am referring to the Programs Action
Plan—this was formerly call the Plan of Action. Another
change in our lives!
The following is taken from the National Programs
Action Plan chaired by Virginia Hobbs, Past National
President (1998-1999) from the Department of Kentucky.
She writes: “The purpose of the Past Presidents Parley
committee is to utilize the experience and knowledge of
past Auxiliary leaders for training and encouragement
of future Auxiliary leaders. Through the Past Presidents
Parley committee, women who have served as unit,
department, and national presidents have an opportunity to
continue in active service to the Auxiliary, helping ensure
future leadership for the organization. The Past Presidents
Parley also recognizes and honors outstanding unit
members through Unit Member of the Year, and female
veterans through the Salute to Servicewomen awards.”
As past presidents of all levels—unit, district,
department and national, we are encouraged to continue
our support to future leaders of this great organization by
contributing our experience, knowledge and wisdom.
I don’t know how many units in our department have
a Past Presidents Parley. My unit does not, but we can look
to our Department Past Presidents Parley for support and
assistance, or we can organize our own Past Presidents
Parley in our unit, or we can refer to our Programs Action
Plan.
Out of Past Presidents Parley, comes the Unit Member
of the Year Award, which is presented to the winner at the
Department Convention Past Presidents Parley Luncheon.
Look around in your unit, and you may find someone who
gives 110%, one who is always there to help in any way,
or one who has a passion for a certain program of The
American Legion Auxiliary.
Past Presidents Parley also honors a woman who has
been nominated for the Salute to Servicewomen Award.
The selection is based on accomplishments, activities, etc.,
for the current administrative year.
Past Presidents Parley presents Nursing Scholarships
to those young women who are attending college to obtain
a nursing degree.
All of the guidelines for the awards are outlined in
the Programs Action Plan, both National and Department.
Let’s have a great year and see you at the Past Presidents
Parley Luncheon at the Department Convention in 2017
at Minot.

september 10th
11:00-3:00 PM
open to the public
Entertainment
Kiddy Corner
Jumping Castles
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The needs of the Veterans are many. The VA Hospital
and all of the CBOCS are looking for activity bags. The
new craze is to get a nylon back pack (that you can get for
about $2) and fill this with treats, activity books, crayons
or colored pencils.
There is a great need for this item and it is a little fun
to fill it with items to keep the young ones busy while
they wait for a Veteran at their appointment. The one in
the picture is one that I have made and I put the American
Legion Auxiliary Logo on the bags.
Other needs for the VA Hospital are eye glasses, eye
glass cleaner, men’s body wash, men’s shampoo, and back
scratchers. The VA hospital is in need of more men’s items
than woman’s items. Next newsletter I am hoping to have
the needs for the Veteran’s Home in Lisbon. Please send
the items to me if you would like because my office is real
close to the VA Hospital.
Shirley Montgomery
Co Chairman for the VA&R

memorial park
801 5th ave w
dickinson nd
free will donations
Concessions
Silent auction

Special guests: Post 9/11 Veterans, active military and their Families
proceeds will benefit local veterans & family members.
Interested in volunteering/sponsoring? Contact: Tom Coons at 307-262-2955 or Cathy 701-260-5052

Event On Behalf of Chapter 3 American Legion Riders, Matthew Brew Post 3 American Legion,
Stark County Veterans Memorial Association, and Legion Auxiliary Unit 3.

Please Help us Find Advertisers

Each District has major cities with Businesses doing business statewide, Contact them and
ask them to support our veterans through advertising.

We only need five (5) Ads per district to break even
Call your Dept. Adjutant for rate info
@ 701-293-3120

ND American Legion Headquarters
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Four Generations of
Auxiliary Members

Ted Valerius unit 97 in Larimore North Dakota has members
that are of 4 generations. Ivy Aaland, great granddaughter,
Bridget Aaland, granddaughter, Anita Sanda, Daughter and
Oma Hebert, wife of the Veteran. Congratulations on keeping
this going in your family and thank you for the generations to
come.

Constitution & Bylaws

We have in our Department
Chairman’s Constitution and Bylaws
file, a copy of the National Constitution
and a copy of the ND ALA Constitution.
There are also 10, 3-ring notebooks,
one for each District. Each Unit in
that District, has their Constitution in
it. A number of Units have updated
their constitutions over the last several
years, and there are some units that are
currently working on theirs.
There
are still a few Units that haven’t, but need to update their
Constitutions and plans are to work on those this year. A big
thanks to all the Units that updated their Constitutions and also
to those Units that are still working on their Constitution. To
those Units that have not yet updated, please contact m. I would
like to ask each unit to please check your Unit’s Constitution
and Bylaws to see if it needs to be updated, if it is readable and
in good condition (not torn, faded, etc.). When you are done,
please don’t forget to send a copy to Shirley Montgomery and
to me. Thank you.
Sandra Petermann
Department Constitution & Bylaws Chairman

Legislation
The Legislative Program provides information and
assistance to American Legion Auxiliary members to advocate
for the legislative agenda of The American Legion.
This can be accomplished by holding Unit Legislative
meetings, Legislative rallies, town Hall meetings, and Meet
the Candidates nights. Subscribe to the Legion’s Legislative
Action Alerts to receive notification when they call on all
Legion Family members to take immediate action on a topic.
Visit www.capwiz.com/legion/mlm/signup to subscribe.
Subscribe to the Legion’s Legislative Update to stay informed
on veteran and military legislative issues. Visit the Legion’s
legislative website, www.legion.org/legislative, to keep
current on legislative priorities. Another excellent site is the
e-newsletter of your elected officials to monitor what they
consider to be their priorities and to make sure that veteran/
military national security issues are among them. Follow
them on social media as well. (See each elected official’s
website for details how to sign-up and social media links).
Work with your Legion department’s Legislative chairman
and request that the Auxiliary be included in Legion meetings
with national and state officials, and be invited to legion
legislative briefings and other functions. Encourage members
to attend. Write letters to our Senators, Representatives, State
Officials and to Local Officials.
Sandra Petermann
Department Legislative Chairman

What a Ride, What a Year!

I want to take some of your time to thank the
Department of North Dakota for the support given me this
past year as I served as the Northwest Division National
Vice President. At my election I said that I prayed that I
could represent North Dakota to the very best of my ability
and make everyone proud of my accomplishments. I hope
that you feel I did that for you.
It was quite a ride, starting with a Department
Leadership National Conference in Minneapolis in
November. It was so fulfilling to participate in this
workshop. I wish that more ALA Members would consider
attending a training meeting like this. There is going to
be one held again in Minneapolis in November this year.
Anyone seeking leadership skills, this is your answer to
very intense training and chances to meet great women
representing other departments from through the division.
November also brought about my first Department
Visit to our Sister State, Minnesota. They really know how
to treat a visiting National Guest. I felt like I was truly part
of the Minnesota American Legion Family. They have a
great mentorship program so members learn from former
leaders. No one considering moving up the ladder of the
ALA should feel like they are not ready for the challenges
of the office. You have great knowledge when coming out
of their training by department leaders from the past. It was
a great first experience and members were very kind and
appreciative.
After the first of the year, my weekends were almost
all filled with visits to our other Sister State, South
Dakota, Colorado, home Department of North Dakota
and Nebraska. Each Department welcomed me with the
greatest of respect and appreciation.
Things like: assembling layettes for military women
expecting babies through the VAMC’s, Troop Induction
Ceremonies, collection and packaging of hygiene items
for homeless veterans, project items for VAMC’s and
Veteran’s Homes, sharing an example of Goal #2 of our
Strategic Plan about a ’cutting a pickle” and hurt feelings,
fund raising for guide and comfort dogs for veterans, fund
raising for supplies for homeless veterans, passing out
toy soldiers with a reminder to ‘Bring a Soldier Home’,
speaking about ‘Nick’, sharing a story about a young
man heading to boot camp and the affect he had on me,
the “No Crab Zone project (no one allowed in meetings
that was crabby!), the great leadership training within the
departments at conferences and more and more, filled my
time as the NDNVP. What a year…What a ride..
It was a wonderful and learning experience at each
Department Visit. I have shared some of the great ideas
with our Department President Diane and Secretary
Shirley and hope that some of the ideas might catch on in
North Dakota. Diane and Shirley were very receptive and
realize it never hurts to try some of the tried and true ideas
of others.
I was able to attend the Washington Conference
in February. It started out to be a delightful event and I
felt very special representing the Northwest Division.
Thank you to all of my
American Legion family who
so
generously
supported
my
projects.
Congratulations to the
winners of the raffle items!
1st placeBison StatuaryDeanna Reed Olson
2nd place- Patriotic Quilt- Patty
Thompson
3rd placeQuilted Wall
Hanging- Linda Jutunen
Also, received news that a $4200 grant was given
to the Veterans Home in Lisbon by the ALA Foundation,
Inc. The money will be used to buy tables for the art
therapy room of the new workshop that is scheduled to be
completed by spring of 2017.
Hope to see many of you at Cincinnati !
Marlene

In Memoriam
District 2
Shirley Johnson, Northwood
Kay Theroux, Minto
District 3
Donna Lennon, Knox
Verna Vanorny, Rugby
District 4
Ellen Wirkkunen, Gackle
Delores Hoyt, Jamestown
District 5
Ellen Johnson, Garrison
District 8
Donna Baertsch, Beach
Myrna Farstveet, Beach
Doris Teske, Scranton
Mary Kannenberg, Beach

District 9
Lorraine Thompson, New Town
Lena Lee, Alexander
Alfreda Goodiron, Mandaree
Bernadine Yellow-Wolfe, Mandaree
Mildred Wangerud, Alexander
Eileen Hauge, New Town
District 10
Gertrude Farsdale, Walcott
Adeline Brownlee, Wahpeton
Betty Praska, Oakes
Evelyn Berg, Hankinson

We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify
the Department office of any errors so they may be
corrected.

Regretfully, Curt ended up in the
George Washington University
Hospital from Monday noon until
we caught a flight back home
Wednesday afternoon. What a total
scare we had with the ambulance
having to pick Curt up from lunch
with friends at the hotel on Monday
afternoon. What a heartwarming
and comforting feeling it was
to have the entire Legion Family, and especially the ND
Family be concerned for his welfare and well-being.
A beautiful bouquet of flowers was brought to his room
and the support and love-shared was unbelievable. A big
thank you to all at the conference for the concern, and
even continuing to be concerned to date that we have
experienced. I am glad to report that Curt has had no other
“episodes” and is doing just fine. Thank you American
Legion Family for being there for us.
I was able to attend most of the required meetings,
but had to miss the Hill Walk. That is an event that I have
attended many times in previous visits to the Washington
Conference, but it would have been extra special to attend
as the Northwest Division National Vice President from
North Dakota.
The Department Convention brought more things to
make memories. I want to thank the members that were
thoughtful and appreciative. Sometimes being in ‘your
home settings’ it is difficult to represent your office.
All in all, it has been a great year and a great ride!
I hope anyone that is lucky enough to be voted in as the
Northwest Division National Vice President in seven years
will enjoy the respect and love shared in the year I have
served.
Now the year will come to a close in Cincinnati, OH at
National Convention. I am looking forward to a wonderful
week, presiding at meeting, hearing reports about the year I
served, and mostly, visiting with so many of the wonderful
American Legion Family that I have come to know in my
many, many years as an Auxiliary member. You can’t find
a more dedicated and loving group of people.
It will be a bittersweet morning when I turn my
Northwest Division National Vice President’s ribbon
over to the new VP from Nebraska and getting a PastNVP Ribbon. Again, I hope that you have appreciated my
service to the American Legion Auxiliary this year. I loved
serving in this position.
Remember we are all in this great organization because
someone we love has served our country with honor. We
are a very elite group of women knowing that fact. We
can never stop serving our military, our veterans and their
families and the communities they reside in. We need to
share who we are, what we do and why we matter.
Always be Humble and Kind…
Judy Twete
Northwest Division National Vice President
2015-2016

2016-2017
HOMECOMING
PICNIC
North Dakota American
Legion–Commander Orletta
Kilen
Saturday, September 10, 2016,
Rocky Butte Park, 566 Fairway
St., Dickinson, ND
Social Hour 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Picnic–6:00 pm
Cost - $20 Family, Couple $15,
Single $10
A block of 20 rooms are available at
the Comfort Inn for $85. Call the hotel
directly at 701-264-7300 to reserve
a room and ask for the ND American
Legion room block by September 3rd.
Come and visit and in lieu of gifts, please
donate to the Commander’s Project for
the landscaping at the Veteran’s Home
in Lisbon, ND.
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Recruiting and Growing the Legion through Social Media
By Amy Wieser Willson
The North Dakota American Legion began
sharing content on social media sites in 2009, and
that effort revived in 2015. The combined pages —
Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter — had more than
50,000 messages viewed in the past quarter. That
makes it not only one of the widest reaching methods
to reach current and potential members but also the
least expensive way to specifically target those with
whom we want to connect.
Consider a billboard on I-94. It costs thousands of
dollars to reserve the spot and develop the design that
will hopefully catch drivers’ attention as they fly by.
These drivers come from all walks of life and many
won’t have a connection to anything on a billboard
even if they do see it.
Now consider Facebook. While the social
platform boasts millions of users, it also gives us the
ability to narrowly define our audience as well as to
push information to that targeted group. Also, unlike
a billboard, we know exactly how many people see
the messages we share.
This gives us incredible opportunities to
showcase what the Legion does to members who may
not be actively attending meetings, encouraging them
to continue to support the organization’s efforts by
paying membership dues while giving them greater
incentive to take a more active role. It also helps us
recruit new members, especially younger members,
in the way that they’re accustomed to receiving
information — pushed to them through their social
feeds.
Here’s a brief look at what your Legion is doing.
FACEBOOK: As the Legion’s most popular
social platform, Facebook’s growth continues to give
us greater avenues for reaching area veterans. We’ve
increased reach substantially in the past 18 months to
as many as 68,000 post views in a quarter. We also are
using promoted posts to increase membership. The
most recent post, for example, targeted only North
Dakotans with military connections and pushed them
to the online membership form. As of publication
deadline, we spent $85 on it and had reached more
than 12,000 people in our targeted audience; that’s a
fraction
a penny
for1 each
29263
LT.15944 LITofAll Products
Ad_Layout
3/27/12 ad
10:01view
AM Pageby
1 somebody
in the state with a likely military background.
Beyond driving traffic to the membership form, it’s

also promoting discussion with nearly 50 comments
ranging from expressing pride in serving to inquiring
about SAL and the Auxiliary. Join the conversation
at www.facebook.com/NDAmericanLegion.
LINKEDIN: Growth on LinkedIn has been slow,
which is really a missed opportunity, especially for
our leaders and younger members who can connect
their professional profiles to the page and show that
they’re proud to have served. Get connected and
follow us at www.linkedin.com/company/ndamerican-legion.
TWITTER: More than 70 percent of our Twitter
followers have an interest in the military, so we know
we are hitting a targeted demographic there, as well.
The reach tends to be wider than the state, but that
interaction still helps us grow, especially with the
younger audience that Twitter draws compared to
the other two social platforms we use. As with all
platforms, it gives us the opportunity to interact at
the local, state and national level. Follow us at www.
twitter.com/ndlegion.
Beyond the Department’s social media feeds,
many posts and auxiliaries also are on Facebook,
which gives members the opportunity to connect
locally, as well.
If you haven’t joined us online yet, please do, and
invite others in the Legion Family, as well as those you
would like to join the Legion Family. On Facebook,
comment on and share posts. You can do the same
on LinkedIn, where we encourage you to connect
your profile to the company page by adding your
leadership position in the organization and selecting
the Legion’s page as the company. On Twitter, you
can retweet and reply to posts.
These platforms are all “social,” so be social with
us online and share your Legion Family passion and
work with others. Those online conversations that
highlight our commitment to military families and
veterans will help us thrive and grow into a new era.
Amy Wieser Willson is a member of Fargo’s
Post 2 and its auxiliary. She retired in 2015 from the
Army National Guard and works in marketing, public
relations and advertising as the vice president of
client services for IRONCLAD
Marketing. Questions can be directed to amy@
ironcladmktg.com.

National Guard & Reserve Eligibility

The American Legion Membership Application
(Phone)

(Zip)

(Post #)

(Membership ID) #...former member)
(Dues)
Please check appropriate eligibility dates and branch of service below

TM

For more information on the products and services
provided by The Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

CALL: 1-800-810-8369
or Visit us on the web at: www.theLIT.com
*Product specifications and availabiltiy will vary by state. Products are only available in
the U.S. aside from NY and WA.

q
q
q
q
q
q
q

Aug 2, 1990 - cessation of hostilities as determined by U.S. Government
Dec. 20, 1989 - Jan. 31, 1990
q U.S. Army
Aug. 24, 1982 - July 31, 1984
q U.S. Navy
Feb. 28, 1961 - May 7, 1975
q U.S. Air Force
June 25, 1950 - Jan. 31, 1955
q U.S. Marines
Dec. 7 1941 - Dec. 31, 1946
q U.S. Coast Guard
April 6, 1917 - Nov. 11, 1918
q Merchant Marines 12/7/41-8/15/45 (only eligibility)

I certify that I served at least one day of active military duty during the dates marked
above and was honorably discharged or am still serving honorably.

30-009
29263

Signature of applicant

Name of recruiter

Recruiter’s Phone #

(State)

Recruiter’s Signature

(City)

(Date)

Recruiter’s Name

(Mailing Address)

Post #

• Emergency
Assistance Plus

(Name)

for 20

• Hospital Help
• CancerCare
• Travel Accident

$

Our Products include,
but are not limited to:
• LegionCare
(NO-COST
Accidental Death)
• Expanded
Accidental Death

From

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been
Your Department’s sponsored member benefits
program for over 45 years and continues to fulfill
members’ needs while being the only such
program to benefit Your Department.

(Please Print)

INSURANCE PROGRAMS

Use the chart below when determining eligibility for
National Guard and Reserves.
ELIGIBLE
NON-ELIGIBLE
NATIONAL
GUARD TITLE 10, SUBSECTION 672 TITLE 32 or
12301* RESERVES TITLE 10, SUBSECTION 672
TITLE 10, SUBSECTION 270 or 12301*
*This Subsection was created following Desert Storm
to replace 672. The above information was taken from
Military Law Chapter 39. Note: A DD-214 will be issued
for the time on federal active duty or a DA-1059 for a
completion of a school will be issued with a character type
of discharge. All Reserve components send their service
members to “Basic Training” using Title 10, Subsection
672/12301 orders.
Reconnect
Reconnecting America with her military was
the driving force behind the Department of Defense
establishing a Reconnect program several years ago. There
was a perception America had lost touch with her fighting
force of men and women. The American Legion was tasked
with leading the way in rekindling that relationship

Receipt of Dues

Your American Legion Department Sponsored

The National Guard and Reserves are required to meet
the same eligibility requirements as the full time federal
active veterans. To be eligible, the National Guardsman/
Reservist must have served at least one day on federal
active duty during any of the delimiting periods as set
forth in Article IV, Section 1 of The American Legion
National Constitution. The person must either have an
honorable discharge or currently be serving either in the
Guard/Reserve or on federal active duty.
The key to determining if a Guardsman/Reservist
has been on or is currently serving on federal active
duty is the “AUTHORITY LINE” on the activation
orders of the Guardsman/Reservist.
In both cases “TITLE 10, SUBSECTION 672 OR
12301” are orders from the Secretary of Defense and
are federal orders.
The authority the Governor uses to activate the
National Guard as an individual or unit is “Title 32” orders,
i.e. Weekend Drills and Annual Training. These are not
federal orders. The Reserves have similar reserve orders
which are “Title 10, Subsection 270.” This authority code
gives the reserve component the authority to activate the
reserves for Weekend Drills and Annual Training.
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“He Has Made Perfect”
Over the course of my twenty-seven years in the military
I had the opportunity to go to Basic Training as an enlisted
soldier and seven years later, Chaplain Officer Basic Training.
At each of these schools I was taught how to dress, act and
march like a soldier. Every branch of military service has
similar schools.
Soldiers are taught the proper wear of the military
uniform. Every patch, insignia, and military achievement
has a very specific placement on the uniform. There can be
deviation. General officers can make a few changes to their
uniform, but these changes too must be within military
specifications. When changes to uniform wear take place it is
a very big deal. Instruction on uniform change is handed down
to every level. Perfection in uniformity is a must. There is no
compromise in wearing the uniform.
God calls his children to walk in perfection. The Lord

Jesus Christ is not only our example of perfection. He makes
it possible to be made like him. Hebrews 10:14 “because by
one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being
made holy.” Jesus’ perfect sacrifice on the cross is more than
enough for our salvation. We cannot add any “goodness” to
what God has already made perfect.
Many believers get caught up on Jesus’ words from
Matthew 5:48 “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.” Without the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the
understanding of the perfect sacrifice for our sin, we will fail.
Matthew 5:48 then becomes law. Our Lord Jesus came to
bring us freedom, joy and rest. I cannot be perfect. But with
Jesus living in me, the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the
love of the Father, I am being made perfect. I return often to
those precious words of Hebrews 10:14.
How can I know if I am on track with God? How can
I know if I am doing the right things? Galatians Chapter 5

is a wonderful passage to check our actions and words. As a
soldier checks his/her uniform for proper wear, so the child
of God checks their attitude with the Word of God. Galatians
5:19-21a “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft,
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies and the
like.” But God has something far better for you. Galatians
5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law.” Read all of Galatians 5 to
put it all in perspective.
I am thankful for the dedicated Drill Instructors and
teachers I had in the military. I am eternally thankful for
my parents, teachers in Sunday School, godly pastors, and
mentors who taught me the Word and lived out Jesus in their
daily lives.

Happy 100th Birthday American Legion! Your Centennial
is Just Around the Corner.
Minneapolis, Minnesota, host home of the first American
Legion National Convention, will be the host city of the 100th
National Convention, August 24th – 30th, 2018.
The coming years before this convention is a time to
promote, advertise, news articles, radio announcements,
parades, etc. spreading the purpose of The American Legion,
involve our members and recruit new members. National

wants all Departments to promote the centennial. Are we
going to be a Department not participating in the centennial
celebration?
Please, contact Bob Greene, Centennial Committee for
further information or to let him know what your Post is doing.
I attended the meeting “Raising for Health” in Bismarck
on Friday, August 5th. The coordinating council wants to thank
those who faithfully worked to gain signatures on the petitions
to get the tobacco measure on the November ballot. We have

just been notified that this was approved and is ‘Measure # 4’
on the November ballot. As this issue was approved by the
membership at the Department Convention in Grand Forks,
we will all need to work once again, to get the public and
all veterans aware of this measure and encourage a vote “Yes
on Measure 4” in November. Remind everyone of the good
this will do for our veterans if passed. More information will
follow. All ND Posts will be receiving follow-up information
to pass on to their membership.

Trump Calls for Teaching ‘Patriotism’ in Schools
Military.com, By: Andrew Tilghman, September 1, 2016
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
signaled Thursday plans to seek nationwide changes to school
curricula with the goal of “promoting American pride and
patriotism in America’s schools.”
“In a Trump administration, I plan to work directly with
the American Legion to uphold our common values and to
help ensure they are taught to America’s children,” Trump
said, speaking at the American Legion’s annual convention in
Cincinnati.
“We want our kids to learn the incredible achievements
of America’s history, its institutions and its heroes, many of
whom are with us today,” he told the veterans group.
The comments suggested a federal government
intervention in the programs of locally run schools, which is
prohibited under federal law.
“We will stop apologizing for America. And we will

start celebrating America. We will be united by our common
culture, values and principles, becoming one American nation,
one country, under one Constitution, saluting one American
flag, and always saluting it,” Trump said.
Trump appeared to be weighing in on an increasingly
controversial issue regarding the way American history is
taught in public schools.
In 2014, the Republican National Committee passed
a resolution that denounced the curriculum of advanced
placement U.S. history courses, claiming that it “reflects a
radically revisionist view of American history that emphasizes
negative aspects of our nation’s history while omitting or
minimizing positive aspects.”
Last year a Denver-area school board sought to change
the content of the AP U.S. history course because some
board members thought it failed to promote patriotism. That
sparked a political proxy war in Jefferson County, Colorado,

and the 2015 school board election drew nearly $1 million in
campaign funding from outside interest groups.
Public schools nationwide are funded by their local
communities along with some state money. Most schools
receive little federal funding.
Current federal law prohibits the federal government
from exercising “any direction, supervision, or control over
the curriculum, program of instruction, administration, or
personnel of any educational institution, school, or school
system.”
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1-800-235-6943

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST
Silver and Gold Health Discount Plans
Legionnaire Insurance Trust has developed a discount card for health
care savings exclusively for Legionnaires in Your Department of The
American Legion. This card can save you money every time you
access the special services available to you.
No doubt you’ve noticed the increasing cost of health care
services such as eye glasses, hearing aids, as well as
diabetes supplies. This is why everyone should consider
a program that gets you the discounts you need.
Your Department believes these benefits will help
Legionnaires save money on important health care
services, be a resource for answers to vital health care
issues, and provide added convenience, quality and
security to their lives. That is why the Department lends
it endorsement to this high quality program. Legionnaires
interested in learning more about these programs can

call 1-800-235-6943.
SILVER PLAN - $25/year
PRODUCT

NETWORK

Vision

Cole Managed Vision Care 45% - 60%

DISCOUNT

9,000

Hearing
24-hour NurseLine
Diabetes Management

HearPO
Optum
Liberty Medical

1,600
N/A
N/A

30% - 62%
N/A
15%

PROVIDERS

GOLD PLAN - $60/year
Listed below are just a few of the
many programs The American
Legion sponsors. Please check the
one(s) that are of interest to you. If
the program you like is not listed,
please indicate it in the “other” area.

q Volunteer work at VA Hospital.
q Work with youth.
q Help/participate in Post’s social
		 activities . . . dances, dinners, etc.
q Participate in educational activities
		 . . . (essay contests, oratorical
		 contests, scholarships)

q Work with sports teams.
q Supervise groups (drill team, drum
		 & bugle, scouts, etc.).
q Post improvement projects.

q Membership drives.
q Community projects.
q Other:__________________________
		 ________________________________

q Wife would be interested in the
		 Auxiliary.
q Son would be interested in the
		 Sons of The American Legion.

Offered by the
Legionnaire
Insurance Trust

PRODUCT

NETWORK

Vision

Cole Managed VisionCare 45% - 60%

DISCOUNT

9,000

PROVIDERS

Hearing
24-hour NurseLine
Diabetes Management

HearPO
Optum
Liberty Medical

30% - 62%
N/A
15%

1,600
Unlimited Access
N/A

Dental
CAREINGTON POS
Chiropractic & Alternative American WholeHealth
Medicine
Vitamins
American WholeHealth

20% - 50%
10% - 30%

24,000
25,000

25%

N/A

Podiatry
Long Term Care
Shopping & Dining

DDS
Healthcare Synergies
DDS

20% - 50%
5% - 30%
3% - 10%

3,500
3,300
See Plan Materials

Hotel & Car Rental
Concierge Services

United Marketing Group
LesConcierges

15% - 25%
N/A

See Plan Materials
Unlimited

CUSTOMER SERVICE

© AGIA 2012

4 Call today to become a Silver or Gold Member: 1-800-235-6943
4 Live Operators 7:00 a.m.– 7:00 p.m. CST, Monday through Friday
4 Bilingual Spanish representatives
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International
Peace Garden:
Veteran’s Memorial
Bell Tower,
International Music
Camp

Past Dept Commander “Bud” Goldsmith’s projects
included four and one is located at the International Peace
Gardens and the International Music Camp. The first, the
ND American Legion, has also been involved with this
Veteran’s Memorial Bell Tower which was erected in 1976
and again is in need of our help. This tower has garnered
quite a bit of attention over those forty years. Shortly after
the dedication of the memorial at the International Peace
Garden, (IPG) the NDAL donated money into a dedicated
reserve fund to help care for and repair the bell tower and
bells. The fourteen bells and chimes of this carillon bell
tower had been donated by area local churches.
These bells are purported to chime out sounds of
the “Westminster Cathedral” chimes located in London,
England. Today only four of the fourteen bells are answering
their call to chime. They are supposed to chime at each
quarter hour and on the hour. The original maintenance
fund that was set up by the Legion for bell maintenance has
been used throughout the past forty years. Past Commander
Bud is planning on a portion of his project dollars to go
towards the Veteran’s Memorial Bell Tower.
Past Dept Cmdr Goldsmith and Past Aux President
Boyer are collaborating on their second projects to provide
money towards a much needed Marimba, a percussion
instrument at the International Music Camp. The other
two include specialty shop equipment and tools at the ND
Veteran’s Home in Lisbon, ND and to the ND Service Dogs
Projects.
ND American Legion
NDAL BELL TOWER Memorial
P.O. Box 5057
West Fargo, ND 58078		

Are You Ready For Your Post To Grow?
It may seem like an odd question when the membership
of most Posts in the state has been declining.
However, consider that the top American Legion
recruiter personally signed up over 800 members to the
Legion family last year. And despite confusion over dates
of eligibility, everyone who has joined the military since
August of 1990 is eligible to join the Legion.
But is your Post ready for new members?
There are some things to consider.
1.

Is your Post active? Is it doing things? People
want to be part of an organization that has a
mission, is accomplishing meaningful projects
and events, and is respected in the community.

2.

Do you welcome new members? Every Post
should have a “buddy system” or some way
that new members are immediately greeted
and introduced at their first meeting. The new
member’s experience at this first meeting is
critical to determining if they come back and get
involved.

3.

4.

Does your Post have a method to guide and
mentor new members to understand and find
their place in the Legion? They may start by
asking a generic question like “what’s in it for
me?” This question is an invitation to explain the
Legion in detail, from our historic roots to the
current programs at the Post. Oh sure, there are
Legion discounts and personal benefits but that’s
not the best answer to the question. The Legion
is about serving others – giving, not receiving.
New members need to find ways to get involved
that introduces them to our Four Pillars and helps
them find ways to serve and make a contribution.
It should also be an ongoing process that guides
new members towards roles of responsibility and
leadership.
Do you and other members promote your Post
in your community? Do you do things that are
visible, draw media attention to your events,
and proudly wear your Legion caps, shirts, and
jackets on a daily basis?

Is your Post ready?
If you are doing these four things, you are ready to
bring in new members.
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Bear in mind that the top American Legion recruiter
last year signed up over 800 people to join the Legion
Family. Pat Liddell, a member of Post 333 in Columbus,
GA, is credited with recruiting 818 members in 2016.
Her trick is to wear her Legion cap everywhere and when
people ask her about her cap, she invites them to become
part of an organization that she loves and is passionate
about. She tells them the importance of joining the Legion,
the Auxiliary, or the Sons of the Legion, whichever they
are eligible to join. She tells them what the Legion has
done for veterans and how they can be part of this great
organization. She doesn’t push anyone to join; she opens a
door and guides them in.
Who do you ask?
o There are some people that you already know
are veterans. Be sure to invite them to join the
Legion.
o

Many people wear caps that indicate a military
background or veteran status. That should be
a sign for you that they deserve an invitation to
join.

o

Some people may have been members in the
past but let their membership lapse. Your Post
Adjutant can get lists of these former members.
Invite them to renew their membership.

o

As you are active in the community representing
the Legion, there are people who will approach
you and will signal that they are veterans. They
deserve an invitation.

Just as Legion Recruiter of the Year Pat Liddell talks
about the importance of the Legion Family, when you find
an eligible veteran you also find family members who are
eligible for the Auxiliary and Sons of the Legion. You can
invite all of them to join and carry membership applications
for all three groups.
Like Pat Liddell, you will find that people are interested
in the Legion and willing to become part of it when they
see your commitment and passion. They just need some
information and an invitation.
Alan Fehr is the Department Membership Chair. He is the
Past District 8 Commander and the Past Commander of
Matthew Brew Post 3 in Dickinson. He is also a clinical
psychologist and ND National Guard retiree. He serves
District 36 in the ND House of Representatives. He can be
contacted at <AlanFehr_NDNG@usa.com> or 701-2251050.

Clinton Pitches her Foreign Policy to American Legion
AP, Published August 31, 2016
CINCINNATI – Hillary Clinton pitched her foreign
policy to Republican voters in a speech to the American
Legion on Wednesday, arguing that she would best uphold
American values and protect national security interests.
At the veterans’ group annual convention in Cincinnati,
the Democratic presidential nominee called the United
States an “exceptional nation,” and accused Republican
rival Donald Trump of thinking that approach is “insulting
to the rest of the world.”
Clinton said the country has a “unique and unparalleled
ability to be a force for peace and progress.” She questioned
Trump’s support for the military and hit him for his lastminute trip to Mexico Wednesday, saying it “takes more
than trying to make up for a year of insults and insinuations
by dropping in on our neighbors for a few hours.”
Clinton, who has an edge in many state and national
polls, has been aggressively courting Republicans and
independents since the party convention. She stressed her
experience on the Senate Armed Services Committee and
as secretary of state.

The speech was touted as one that would emphasize
“American exceptionalism,” an idea that the U.S., as an
“exceptional” world citizen, has a moral obligation to
advance democracy in the world rather than imposing it
against another country’s will. The speech largely hewed
to the theme of a country with a strong military and one
that cares for its veterans, red meat to the American Legion
audience.
Her views differ from Trump, who in his foreign policy
speech, called for the U.S. to seize Iraq’s oil, its major
source of income and one of its few natural resources. “To
the victor goes the spoils,” he said.
Trump has pledged to “Make America Great Again”
and restore the country to a time when, in his view, the U.S.
was more prosperous and full of opportunity.
Clinton promised to invest in the military and support
veterans. She said the United States must embrace new
tactics, noting that the country should “treat cyberattacks
just like any other attacks.”
Emphasizing GOP support, Clinton’s campaign rolled
out another Republican endorsement Wednesday. James

Clad, former deputy assistant secretary of defense under
President George W. Bush, will announce his support for
Clinton, following a slew of other GOP endorsements
from the national security world. In a statement, Clad says
that “giving an incoherent amateur the keys to the White
House this November will doom us to second or third-class
status.”
Clinton’s speech in Ohio comes after several days of
big-ticket private fundraisers in the Hamptons, a wealthy
community on New York’s Long Island, where she
collected millions at waterfront mansions in preparation
for the fall campaign. The fundraising swing concluded in
style Tuesday night, with an event featuring performances
from Jimmy Buffett, Jon Bon Jovi and Paul McCartney.
Though many national and state polls show Clinton
with an edge, she has been stressing that the campaign must
not take anything for granted. At a fundraiser on Monday
she told supporters she was “running against someone who
will say or do anything. And who knows what that might be.”
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Greetings from District 1,
I would first like to congratulate
Michele Olson our new District Vice
Commander and Larry Lein our new
Eastern Regional Vice Commander.
At our state convention in June,
membership or lack of, was again
front and center on the agenda. I’d
like to think of our membership as
Larry Reed
1st District Cmdr our BACKBONE and our members
as VERTEBRAE. When we lose
VERTEBRA, we weaken our BACKBONE so keeping our
VERTEBRAE (members) strong is a way of keeping our
BACKBONE (membership) strong. So we need to keep
our post numbers up and to look for the younger veterans
so the American Legion will always be a viable and strong
organization now and in the future.
The fall district meeting will be Friday, September 30
at the VFW in West Fargo. Hope to see you there.
I look forward to serving as your commander for the
2016-2017 year. I hope to make it to as many posts as
possible during the year.
Greetings from District 2.
By the time this letter comes out,
I believe we will have already had
our Fall Meeting. We realize it was
set a bit early this year. Department
Commander Orletta and the State
Crew have meetings at the National
Headquarters in October so it caused a
few scheduling conflicts.
Kevin Kern
As always membership is important.
2nd District Cmdr
Recruiting and retaining members is a
struggle in all our districts as the populations shift from our
smaller towns to the larger ones. I encourage everyone to
do the best they can to reach out and find new members.
Another subject that has been at the forefront and helps
our image is the use of social media. It puts us out there to
a lot of people that we are still alive and kicking in our
communities. Please post pictures of events or activities
happening at your Posts.
I won’t get too political but in my only opinion is
whoever gets into office give Veteran’s issues priority with
Healthcare and other benefits because they are important
to us now and in the future. Cutbacks are not the answer.
As through history wars and conflicts will keep happening
and it’s up to The American Legion Family and other
organizations to keep lobbying for Veteran’s rights.
A big time thank you goes out to Past Second District
Commander Gary Helland. It was a pleasure being your
Vice Commander last year. Thanks for hauling back the
district flags for me. Hard to haul some things on a Harley
as you are finding out!! I look forward to working with my
Vice Commander Skip this year. Thanks go out to Skip,
Kurt, Erica, and a few others for getting the membership
packets out to the posts in our district. It was greatly
appreciated.
The Second District Meeting will be Friday, September
16 in Fordville. We will see you there. I’ll keep all the
posts informed best I can.

Roger Parsons
4th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 4,
Well summer has come and gone
and here we are at that time of the year
for Fall District Meetings. The Fourth
District will be in Jamestown at the
All Vets Club on September 29, 2016.
Please bring any dues and present them
that night. I hope to see as many Posts
represented as possible. Hope everyone
enjoyed the summer.
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Greetings from District 7,
I trust you are enjoying the
summer.
We have the NDAL State
Convention behind us which was
held in Fargo on the 24-26th of June.
I was sworn in as the new district
commander and we also have a new
Ken Foss
state commander. Orletta Kilen was
7th District Cmdr
sworn into office as the second woman
to hold that position in the state. She is from the Almont
post. We also have a District vice commander coming on
board, Fred Eslinger from the Elgin post.
On July 15-16, we had our organizational workshop
in Bismarck. Some of the subjects addressed were ways
of improving communications. That included the usage of
Facebook by setting up a page that would get the word out
on post activities and the need for interaction between the
Legion post members and the Auxiliary to complete any
and all projects.
Mark your calendars as the district meetings begin in
September, and the 7th District will be on Tuesday the 27th.
Until then, take care and I hope to see you in Elgin.
Greetings from District 8,
As summer comes to an end and
all the children start looking towards
the start of school, we as Legionnaires
need to be think about what we can do
to pass on the Legion Family ideals
to the youth of our community. http://
www.legion.org/documents/legion/
pdf/four_pillars.pdf
Tom Coons
8th District Cmdr
We should not only look at the local
level but also towards the statewide and
national level to pass on the Legion’s Four Pillars. We
need to look at what we can do for the future generations
of America. I would like to see each post become more
involved in all our programs such as Boys/Girls State,
Legion Baseball, Oratorical Contest and this is just to
name a few. Somehow we need to reach out to our young
veterans and I feel this can be achieved through the youth
of each community.
One of the things I have done as a District 8, Dickinson
Post #3 member, is help create the Chapter #3 American
Legion Riders http://www.legion.org/riders and Squadron
#3 Sons of the Legion http://www.legion.org/sons. With
the ALR we have recruited a few younger veterans and
hopefully with word of mouth it will continue to grow.
Squadron #3 Sons of the American Legion is just in the
Charter stage but I feel it will help our family expand.
Unit #3 American Legion Auxiliary in Dickinson has
been around for a long time but had little impact on the
community. I recruited many young women and helped
install new officers to spread the legion message throughout
our area. I would like to see the Auxiliary, ALR and The
Sons of the Legion work side by side with their local Post
to spread the Legion’s positive message.
This is one of the messages I want to spread throughout
District #8 and will attempt to get more of our Posts
involved.
Since summer is about over I will be scheduling visits
with the posts in District 8 and plan to get on my soap box
and speak of my vision and message.
As all posts know membership is one of the topics at
each meeting but I would like to move recruiting down
the list of topics and try to concentrate on community
involvement and our youth as first on the list.
Dickinson will be hosting the District 8 meeting
September 14th and I would encourage all members in our
district to attend.
Please contact me @ 701 225-9130 or email @
tcoons@ravendrillingllc.com if you have any questions or
if I can assist in any way possible.

ND American Legion
405 W Main Ave Suite 4A
West Fargo, ND 58078

701-293-3120

Greetings from District 9,
We are off and running for the
2016-2017 year and I look forward
to meeting with all of you. Those of
you who don’t know me, I’m Gordon
Blake, originally from New Town,
ND, but now reside in Billings, MT.
Just a hop skip and a jump from our
District. Our District Vice Commander
Gordon Blake
9th District Cmdr
is Thomas Ryan from Williston, ND.
In July, an Organizational Meeting
for District Commanders and Vice Commanders along
with the Regional Vice Commanders were in attendance to
guide and look at strategic goals. It was worth its weight in
gold in information and inspiration.
Thomas and I are encouraging everyone to participate,
if you haven’t already, to recruit young people to interact
with all of our programs. I would like to see a young
woman and man be told they’re capable to take a challenge
to be good at what they would experience.
The American Legion National Convention will be
in Cincinnati, OH. America’s finest from North Dakota
Department will be there!
Our District Fall Meeting will be held in Grenora, ND,
on Tuesday, September 13. Grenora veterans have bragging
rights to a brand new American Legion building. So let’s
all of District 9 Posts and Auxiliaries come together big
time to celebrate the grand opening.
In closing, I want to say, “Have pride in unity, identity,
confidence and comradeship under the American Legion”.
EasEmEnts/Crawl spaCEs
Full sEptiC systEms
snow rEmoval
road and landsCaping
dEvElopmEnt

GLENN WAHUS
CEO

oFFiCE: 701-651-7761
hus1926@gmail.com
FaX: 701-444-4132
1100 4TH AVE NE • PO BOX 1926
watFord City, nd 58854
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Fargo – Post #2
Christensen, Claude....................................07/05/2016
Dahl, Darwin..............................................06/27/2016
Hofrenning, Ralph......................................05/31/2016
Erickson, Marvin........................................07/28/2016
Fritz, Matt...................................................07/17/2016
Frojen, Myron.............................................06/29/2016
Gorrilla, Ed.................................................07/07/2016
Guerrero, John............................................07/29/2016
Helm, Dwaine.............................................06/27/2016
Neisius, Bruce............................................05/25/2015
Nystrom, Morris.........................................07/16/2016
Rice, Willard...............................................07/26/2016
Rosendahl, James.......................................06/14/2016
Schwarz, Berthold......................................07/13/2016
Thompson, Jerome.....................................05/18/2016
Dickinson – Post #3
Dowhaniuk, Frank......................................06/13/2016
Meduna, Frank...........................................06/04/2016
Hillsboro – Post #4
Gilbertson, Arnold......................................07/24/2016
Grand Forks – Post #6
Johnson, Marvin.........................................07/21/2016
Vinger, Richard...........................................07/23/2016
Lisbon – Post #7
Wilke, Harland...........................................08/17/2015
Ray – Post #9
Mendenhall, Kirk.......................................06/12/2016
Cavalier – Post #11
Fleming, Charles................................ Unknown DOD
Kukuk, Al........................................... Unknown DOD
Vistad, William............................................. Unknown
DOD.............................................................................
Washburn – Post #12
Schulz, Charles................................... Unknown DOD
Finley – Post #13
Bergenheier, Donald...................................07/23/2106
Oxton, Sam.................................................07/01/2016
Rosendahl, James.......................................06/14/2016
Wigen, Orlando..........................................05/03/2016
Jamestown – Post #14
Wegenke, Kenneth......................................08/13/2016
Casselton – Post #15
Grommesh, Vernon............................. Unknown DOD
Theurer, Elden.................................... Unknown DOD
Sykeston – Post #17
Engberg, Raymond.....................................05/31/2016
LaMoure – Post #19
Dohn, Albert....................................................04/2016
Wahpeton – Post #20
Erickson, Donald........................................05/18/2016
Ostrom, James............................................05/09/2016
Lakota – Post #21
Voss, Robert........................................ Unknown DOD
Rugby – Post #23
Bickler, Richard.................................. Unknown DOD
Ostrem, Harless.................................. Unknown DOD
Carrington – Post #25
Martin, Wesley................................... Unknown DOD
Minot – Post #26
Bruner, Ida Mae..........................................07/14/2016
Fraley, Floyd...............................................05/29/2016
Haugeberg, Lyman.....................................06/26/2016
Johnson, Philip...........................................05/29/2016
Skorheim, Raymond...................................07/10/2016
White, Robert.............................................07/14/2016
New Rockford – Post #30
Fandrich, Michael.......................................06/21/2016
Lesmeister, Walter......................................07/07/2016
Lindquist, Arnold.......................................07/27/2016
Meisch, Foster............................................07/02/2016
Oakes – Post #36
Hein, Marvin...................................... Unknown DOD
Steiner, Jerome................................... Unknown DOD
White, Gary........................................ Unknown DOD
Velva – Post #39
Choiniere, Paul................................... Unknown DOD
Netzloff, William................................ Unknown DOD
Mandan – Post #40
Baer, John........................................... Unknown DOD
Geiger, Thomas..........................................04/25/2016
Hoffman, Raymond....................................05/13/2016
Grafton – Post #41
Machart, Earl..............................................05/20/2016

Hunter – Post #44
Johnson, Elin...................................... Unknown DOD
Carson – Post #45
Braun, Joe......................................................08/06/2015
Gammell, Jerry...............................................02/23/2016
Timboe, Gordon.............................................05/18/2015
Bowman – Post #48
Mosbrucker, William............................. Unknown DOD
Garrison – Post #49
Johnson, Richard............................................07/09/2016
Reeder – Post #51
Nichols, Elwyn....................................... Unknown DOD
Mohall – Post #52
Melin, Robert......................................... Unknown DOD
Ashley – Post #53
Ruff, Leroy.....................................................05/06/2016
Ulrich, Avon...................................................05/06/2016
Linton – Post #54
Bernhardt, Sebastian.............................. Unknown DOD
Hirvela, Harold...................................... Unknown DOD
Valley City – Post #60
Bischoff, Roger..............................................08/16/2016
Weber, Rhiny..................................................05/19/2016
Wessels, Herbert.................................... Unknown DOD
New England – Post #66
Bert, Walter....................................................05/27/2016
Flasher – Post #69
Kopp, Myron.......................................... Unknown DOD
Krause, Leon.......................................... Unknown DOD
Hatton – Post #70
Kamphaug, Donald................................ Unknown DOD
Napoleon – Post #72
Schnieder, Andrew................................. Unknown DOD
Unser Leo............................................... Unknown DOD
Crosby – Post #75
Olson, Dirk.....................................................05/13/2016
Minnewaukan – Post #86
Halvorson, Harold.................................. Unknown DOD
Wishek – Post #87
Wiest, Milton.................................................07/09/2016
Hankinson – Post #88
Bladow, Ralph................................................06/23/2016
Wallock, Fred.................................................07/28/2016
Center – Post #90
Unrue, Robert.................................................03/18/2016
New Salem – Post #91
Bahm, Charles................................................07/22/2016
Kirchmeier, Robert.........................................06/21/2016
Messer, Ervin......................................... Unknown DOD
Portland – Post #93
Aamold, Leonard...........................................07/27/2016
Langdon – Post #98
Bernardy, James..................................... Unknown DOD
Howatt, Gerald....................................... Unknown DOD
Romfo, Gary.......................................... Unknown DOD
Schanz, Allen......................................... Unknown DOD
Kensal – Post #103
Schmit, Vincent...................................... Unknown DOD
Crystal – Post #107
Unke, Dwayne........................................ Unknown DOD
Wildrose – Post #110
Vatne, Kenneth...............................................06/18/2016
Willow City – Post #112
Block, Garry........................................... Unknown DOD
Schultz, James........................................ Unknown DOD
Grenora – Post #116
Hagge, Obert..................................................06/26/2016
Peterson, Robert...............................................07/22/216
Kindred – Post #117
Torgerson, Lyle...................................... Unknown DOD
Hazelton – Post #126
Hettich, Clarence............................................06/27/2016
Bowbells – Post #127
Aufforth, Paul........................................ Unknown DOD
Clark, Robert.......................................... Unknown DOD
Abercrombie – Post #128
Strand, Percy.......................................... Unknown DOD
Bisbee – Post #129
Kaufman, Harold.................................... Unknown DOD
Turtle Lake – Post # 133
Jennings, Arnold.................................... Unknown DOD
Wagner, Karl.......................................... Unknown DOD
Stanley – Post #134
Colbenson, Alan..................................... Unknown DOD

McVille – Post #135
Hensrud, Gordon.................................... Unknown DOD
Hildre, Marvin........................................ Unknown DOD
Park River – Post #147
Clow, Lyle.............................................. Unknown DOD
Daley, David..................................................07/14/2016
Rollefstad, Cecil.............................................05/23/2016
Vavrosky, Ronald...........................................07/08/2016
Milnor – Post #148
Holmgren, Eugene.........................................07/15/2016
Edinburg – Post #156
Evenson, John................................................05/21/2016
St. Thomas – Post #168
Walls, Raymond..................................... Unknown DOD
Berthold – Post #171
Peterson, Donald.................................... Unknown DOD
Verona – Post #178
Raatz, Keith............................................ Unknown DOD
Milton – Post #179
Slama, Stanford...................................... Unknown DOD
Thompson – Post #181
Sannes, Lydell................................................05/17/2016
Hazen – Post #189
Cooper, Tom...................................................07/07/2016
Royal, Arlie....................................................05/27/2016
Sailer, Bernhardt............................................07/30/2016
Schnaidt, Marvin............................................07/21/2016
Sanborn – Post #202
Weber, Wallace....................................... Unknown DOD
Galesburg – Post #210
Kyllo, Ronald.................................................05/31/2016
New Leipzig – Post #211
Roehrich, Jerome................................... Unknown DOD
Weishaar, Kenneth................................. Unknown DOD
Sherwood – Post #213
Zurkan, Russell..............................................06/03/2016
Rutland – Post #215
McLaen, Milton..................................... Unknown DOD
Sheldon – Post #221
Schroeder, Leslie.................................... Unknown DOD
Erie – Post #223
Johnson, Eugene.................................... Unknown DOD
Makoti – Post #230
Smith, Gordon.....................................................09/2015
Rolla – Post #235
Hansen, Warren...................................... Unknown DOD
Juntunen, William.................................. Unknown DOD
Michigan – Post #238
Olson, Gordon........................................ Unknown DOD
Reep, Gene............................................. Unknown DOD
Hoople – Post #240
Brandt, Leigh...............................................06/29/20169
Noonan – Post #243
Anseth, Herb.......................................... Unknown DOD
Miller, Louie.......................................... Unknown DOD
Petersburg – Post #247
Riely, Thomas.................................................03/192016
Cannon Ball – Post #259
Two-Bears, Neil..................................... Unknown DOD
Almont – Post #261
Wetsch, James........................................ Unknown DOD
Streeter – Post #265
Hehn, Clarence....................................................04/2016
Butte – Post #270
Alme, Dennis......................................... Unknown DOD
Manvel – Post #299
Miller, Thomas...............................................07/10/2016

3020 Energy Drive  Dickinson, ND 58601  (800) 932-8740

 Steel Service Center
 Grade 5 & 8 Fasteners
 Milwaukee Power Tools
 Tie Down Chains
 Tow Ropes/Cables
 Grinding Wheels
 Pipe Fittings
 Drill Bits...and More!
®







Sand/Gravel
Decorative Rock
Landscaping Gravel
Contract Crushing
General Highway
Construction

www.fisherind.com
e-mail: sales@fisherind.com
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North Dakota Department Delegation on the convention floor

NW Division Natl Vice President Judy Twete

Mandaree American Legion Post #271 Color Guard

West Reg V-Cmdr Wahus and Past Dept Cmdr Goldsmith
presenting donations to Child Welfare Foundation and NEF

ND Dept Auxiliary President Diane Kraemer and Department
Commander Orletta Kilen

ND Department Color Guard

Democratic Party Presidential Nominee Hillary Clinton
addressing the 98th American Legion National Convention

Bud casting North Dakota ballot for National Commander

Republican Party Presidential Nominee Donald Trump
addressing the 98th American Legion National Convention

On Saturday, June 4, 2016, Post 6 Legionnaires Ken Johnson, Erica Claus-Numsali and Jim Johnson volunteered their services
for the 29th Annual Youth Fishing Derby hosted by Grand Forks AFB Outdoor Recreation Office. 68 youth from Grand Forks AFB
participated in this event.

Eagle Scout Dedicates Flag Shadow Boxes
for Fallen Heroes
Jacob Otto is a member of Troop 411 and was up for his Eagle
Scout Award and approached Dean Verstraete with his project and
wanted the American Legion to sponsor him.
When his Grandfather passed away the family was given the U.S.
Flag in a plastic dust cover as all families receive from the funeral
homes. He didn’t like it and wanted to present families with a flag
case to display the flag in their homes. So his project was to make
20 flag cases and have the American Legion Honor Guard present
them to families of the deceased Veterans. He made the plans, talked
to merchants about the cost of materials and raised the money. When
everything was in place he built the flag cases and on May 17th he
presented them to the American Legion Post 26 at our regular meeting.
He did an excellent job and earned his Eagle Scout Award. He is an
outstanding young man. Many Veterans families will be very grateful
for his project and donation to them.

Pictured seated are Louis Larson, Orin Larson and
Myron Bjelverud. Back row, Past Natl VCmdr Wayne
Satrom, Dept. Adjutant David Johnson, Chaplain Paul
Satrom, Natl Exec Cmtman Robert Krause and Kenny
Volts.

S.B. Aasen Post 210 of Galesburg was proud to present
Orin Larson his Certificate for 70 years of continuous
membership in the American Legion. The event took place
at Edgewood Vista where he lives. Orin is 93 years young
and served in the Navy during WWII. Natl Executive
Committeeman Robert Krause and Department Adjutant
David Johnson were there along with members of Post 210
and family and friends. His brother Louis Larson and his
best friend Myron Bjelverud who he served in the Navy
with him, where there to help Orin celebrate this great
accomplishment.

Have You Paid Your
2017 Membership Dues?

