Winter Conference Scheduled in Minot
The 2019 Winter Conference will be hosted by Minot’s
American Legion William G. Carroll Post #26 on January
25-27, 2019, to be held at the Grand Hotel in Minot.
Commander Glenn Wahus will be presiding over the
conference meetings and providing meeting support to the
following affiliated organizations within our Department;
The American Legion Auxiliary, The Sons of the American
Legion and the Legion Riders. Pre-registration for the
Legion is required for the conference this year to assist
the staff and conference committees in providing the hotel
facility accurate meal counts and meeting space. Please
use the pre-registration form on page 16. Pre-Registration
forms were sent to the Post Commander, Post Adjutant
and Post Membership Chairman in the November Target
date bulletin. Please complete and return the form to the
Department Headquarters.
New this year at the Winter Conference will be a North
Dakota version of the Legion College on Friday morning
beginning at 8 am. This presentation will be chaired by
Department Commander Glenn Wahus. It will cover the
Basic training course and other items about the history
of the American Legion. There was an application in the
November bulletin for anyone that is interested, or you can
contact the Headquarters office for an application before
January 9th.
All Legion meetings will begin Friday afternoon
beginning at 1:00 pm. Make sure you view the Winter
Conference Schedule in this issue on page 16 and also on

the Legion website at www.ndlegion.org.
The Joint Opening Session of the Conference will be
gaveled to order by Commander Wahus on Friday evening
at 7:00 pm.
Steve Sweet, National Vice Commander for the 20182019 year, will be attending our 2019 Winter Conference
and will be our guest speaker at the banquet on Saturday
evening.
Sweet was elected as a national vice commander of the
2-million-member American Legion during The American
Legion’s National Convention in Minneapolis, MN, on
August 30, 2018.
Sweet earned his eligibility in The American Legion
by his service in the U S Navy, serving three deployments
to Yankee Station, North Vietnam, on the USS Bon Homme
Richard, CVA-31 with Attack Squadron 94, The Mighty
Shrikes, as a flight deck trouble shooter.
A member of The American Legion since 1972,
Sweet has held all offices at Post 32 in Greenville, MS.
He also served at the district and department level and
was elected Department Commander in 2009. Sweet also
represented Mississippi as the Alternate National Executive
Committeeman. Other national positions included
membership on the Homeland Security Committee and the
Health Administration Committee.
Steve is married to the former Ruth Galey and they have
two grown children and three grandchildren. They are all
members of The American Legion Family. He is a member

of
The
American
Legion Riders and
enjoys riding in support
of veterans and their
families. Sweet said,
“Knowing you can help
others by doing what
you love and riding my
motorcycle, make it all
worthwhile.”
Department
Oratorical
Chairman
Jerry Samuelson will
be in charge of the State
High School Oratorical
Contest
Finals
on
National Vice Commander
Saturday
afternoon.
Steve Sweet
These contests are
always popular and are strictly managed to ensure a fair
and level field for the presenters, therefore, the finals
will begin “promptly” at 1:30 pm. Once this program has
begun, access to this event will be restricted, minimizing
any interruptions during the student’s speeches. These
students are phenomenal and always provide exciting and
inspirational orations.
The Winter Conference is a great time to learn what
your American Legion is doing both on the Department
and National levels, so be sure to mark your calendars!

North Dakota American Legion College

By Glenn Wahus Department Commander
National American Legion College Graduate
The North Dakota American Legion College (NDALC)
will be holding their first Class at the Winter Conference
in Minot, ND, on Friday, January 25, 2019, at 8:00 am.
This course is for members who have not attended National
American Legion College or Basic Training Course. The
first Class will be a Basic Training Course and the topics
are History, Organization, Veterans Affair & Rehabilitation,
National Security, Americanism, Children & Youth, Course
Conclusion and a Final Exam. Don’t worry you won’t fail.
Instructions on how to attend the Class are on the ND
Legion website at www.ndlegion.org. The application form
is due on January 9, 2019 and space is limited.
This is just the beginning NDALC and will be
enhancing the knowledge of The American Legion. Its
members will learn the core values and contributions of
the Organization, its Auxiliary, Sons of The American
Legion and its many subordinate programs. It will prepare
younger Legionnaires for leadership in Posts, Districts,

Regions and Departments through education, development
and motivation. The classes will challenge the Legionnaire
to think critically and creatively about issues facing The
American Legion.
The curriculum centers on self-taught, small-group
sessions supervised by graduate facilitators, staff members,
contracted professional speakers and national officers.
Students review The American Legion’s core values,
develop new ideas and consider the future. An emphasis is
placed on programs, management techniques and leadership
skills necessary to increase visibility of programs, growth
in membership, and public awareness of the Legion and its
corresponding organizations.
Department Facilitator will present lectures focusing
on mentoring, recognizing and building leadership traits,
and putting good leadership practices to use. These skills
and techniques are practiced and a small-group environment
and in student-led meetings and presentations. Small-group
workshops provide students basic leadership training in a
volunteer environment. Core subjects include mentoring,

leadership styles and opportunities, time management,
conflict resolution and legal issues.
Students learn the basics of developing communication
strategies to promote American Legion programs, combined
with the workshops and hands-on exercises. Topics include
public outreach, media relations, “Reconnect” with today’s
active-duty and reserve personnel, schools and community
relations.
Salesmanship and Marketing Developed skills make
students more valuable to their posts and departments.
Students’ employers also directly benefit from students’
increased effectiveness and productivity. Teachings
include community networking strategies, public-relations
techniques, marketing and salesmanship programs, and
image-building techniques.
In Minot, the Auxiliary and The Sons of The American
Legion can come and take the Basic Training Course. In
the future of the NDALC the Intermediate and Advanced
Classes will also have our Auxiliary and SAL added to the
Courses. Hope to see you there.

After Listening to Veterans, VA Put All Its Services on One Website
Wednesday night, the tech team at the Veterans Affairs
Department launched their latest effort to improve the
quality of services for former military personnel with the
relaunch of VA.gov.
Not long after the U.S. Digital Service team at Veterans
Affairs streamlined access to benefits information on Vets.
gov, it became clear that the very existence of a separate
site to host that information was a needless extra step for
veterans.
In an effort to mold the experience of how veterans
interact with VA services to be more in line with how those
veterans would like it to work, the USDS team set about
moving all those streamlined resources to a more central
location. The revamped VA.gov is the new single point
portal for any and all veterans services.
“Vets.gov was intended to build a plain language,
easier experience for veterans to understand the benefits
they’ve earned and to be able to access and transact with
the VA more effectively,” said Marcy Jacobs, executive
director of USDS at VA.
However, after conversations with more than 5,000
users, the team discovered that veterans didn’t want a
website just for benefits.
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Graphic Standards:

“They don’t expect to go to a benefits site for benefits
stuff and benefits tools and a health site for health stuff, and
have to log in completely differently,” Jacobs said during
an event Wednesday hosted by Nextgov. “They want to go
to one VA and have a single front door.”
The new VA.gov intends to be that single access
Foundation for Brand Maintenance and Evolution
point for veterans and their families, with easy-to-access
information on every service the VA offers. In order to keep
the front page from being overcluttered, the USDS team
spoke with veterans and looked at user data to discover the
top 20 things 80 percent of users looked for most often.
The site also includes a personalized log-in feature
Version
1.0
August
2012experience to the individual veteran.
that
customizes
the
“The personalized homepage aggregates whatever
you have in flight, from benefits—your claims status or
appeals status or a form that’s needed—and your health
information—you have a doctor’s appointment coming up
or prescription refill that’s in the mail or ability to message
your doctor—and pulls that into a curated and aggregated
experience,” Jacobs explained. “So, it takes the burden off
the user to know where these things exist and where to get
to them and puts that really on us to come to the veteran
with a different perspective.”
As with all rollouts, Jacobs expects there to be some
bumps in the relaunch. But the USDS team is used to
working in an agile method and is already working on
future improvements for the next delivery cycle.

One such future improvement Jacobs is excited for will
be when the VA and Defense Department systems work
together so seamlessly that service members transitioning
to civilian life don’t have to fill out any paperwork to get
their VA benefits.
“We don’t have to say, ‘Thank you for your service.
Here’s a lot of paper to fill out.’ We say, ‘Thank you for
your service. We know who you are, you just served for 10
years. Here are all the things you’re eligible for.’ You don’t
have to fill out a form, just opt in to what you want,” Jacobs
said. “I would love to get to the point where we don’t have
to ask a question that we already have the answer to.”
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The American Legion National High
School Oratorical Scholarship Program
By Jerry Samuelson
Department Chairman
The National High School
Oratorical Contest was developed
to instill a better knowledge and
appreciation of the U.S. Constitution
among our youth. Other objectives
include the development of
leadership qualities, the ability
to think and speak clearly and the
preparation for acceptance of the
duties, responsibilities, rights and
privileges of U.S. citizenship. Another
significant purpose of the program is
to assist students in helping to pay the
high cost of a college education. William
Kitchen, a Past Department Commander of Missouri, is
credited with originating the contest in the mid 1930’s and
the first national contests were held in 1938.
The contest has gone through some changes since its
conception with an eligibility change a few years ago and
a format change for the National Finals. The contest used
to be open only to high school students in grades 9 thru
12 under 20 years of age who were citizens of the United
States but has now been extended to include “lawful
permanent residents”.
The format for the National Contest was streamlined
by bringing all Department Winners into Indianapolis
for a three-round competition at a common site. Student
eliminated in the first round stay and become part of the
audience. This change greatly reduced the cost of the
program for travel of contestants and chaperones. It also
gave potential returning contestants an opportunity to see
the kinds of improvements to help them in future contests.
The state finals are conducted as a part of the annual
American Legion Winter Conference as one of the main
events.
The contest is scheduled for Saturday, January 26 at
the Grand Hotel in Minot and will start promptly at 1:30
p.m. at which time the doors will be closed and no one will
be permitted to enter.
All Legion and Auxiliary Members attending the

Winter Conference are encouraged to be part of the
audience to witness some of the best high school orators
express their knowledge of our Constitution.
The contest still contains a prepared oration phase
and an assigned topic phase. The prepared oration must be
the original effort of each contestant and be from 8 to 10
minutes in length. The oration must be on some phase of
the Constitution of the United States. The assigned topic
phase must consume not less than 3 minutes or more than 5
minutes for delivery of an assigned topic related to the U.S.
Constitution.Competition begins at the District level and
this year eligibility has been expanded to allow for more
participation. District contestants can win up to $300 at
that level. Each District awards Cash Scholarships in the
amount of $300 for first, $200 for second, and $100 for
third.
The winners of the district contests advance to the
Eastern or Western Division contests on January 12th in Park
River for the Eastern Division and January 12th in Watford
City for the Western Division. Winners and runners-up
of the Division contests advance to the State Finals at the
Winter Conference on January 26 in Minot. Scholarship
awards are provided at each level of competition totaling
about $1,500 at the state level.
The state winner advances to the national round of
competition in Indianapolis, Indiana, April 5-7, 2019.
Each contestant participating in the first round will receive
a $1,500 scholarship. Each first winner who advances to
and participates in the second round but does not advance
to the Final Round will receive an additional $1,500
scholarship. The national champion receives an $25,000
scholarship, 2nd place receives $22,000, and the 3rd place
finisher receives $20,000 scholarship.
Legionnaires and Auxiliary members are encouraged
to attend the various contests to show support to the
students that take time and effort to enter this fine program.
Individuals interested in learning more about the Oratorical
Contest program should contact their local American
Legion Post or call me at 701-770-7147, or email me
at jsamuelson@co.mckenzie.nd.us You can locate the
District Oratorical Schedule on the legion website at
www.ndlegion.org.

ACOVA REPRESENTATIVES

Every year in the spring, our
Department is asked to present two
names to the Governor for his review
to select one individual to be appointed
to the Administrative Committee on
Veterans Affairs (ACOVA). The ACOVA
is comprised of fifteen appointed veterans, three from each
of the five principal veteran organizations, ND Veterans
of Foreign Wars, ND American Legion, ND AmVets, ND
Disabled American Veterans and the ND Vietnam Veterans
of America. These individuals who are appointed serves a
three-year term. There are an additional four members on
the board but are non-voting members of the Committee.
The process in the past has been accomplished
by seeking out individuals to serve. A change is being
implemented by asking members to apply and submit a
cover letter and a short biography or resume’ to the Board
prior to the Winter Conference in January. A committee
has been created to review these packets and make a
recommendation to the Department Executive Committee
Board for the selection and submission of two names to

the Governor. The committee meets basically four times
a year, maybe more as necessary, during the legislative
session. This committee works closely with the ND
Veterans Coordinating Council and both are responsible
for preparing and presenting bills to the legislature that
would affect veterans.
If you are interested in serving on this committee,
please contact the Department Adjutant at the Department
Headquarters for additional information. Visit with your
regional Vice Commanders and DEC representatives. Most
important is to put together a packet for the committee with
a cover letter and a biography of yourself, military service,
personal and career information. Please remember the DEC
is only allowed to submit two names and the Governor
selects his appointment and it will be based on your input.
It is also imperative to understand that the Legion and
these appointments are not political positions, so please
do not include any party affiliation or political positioning.
The committee meets Wednesday at the Winter Conference
on January 23.

Foundation Seeks Central Region Director
By Harvey Peterson, Chairman
Your North Dakota American Legion Foundation is
short a Central Region Director. What that means is that 1/3
of our Department membership is without representation
on the Foundation.
Service on the Foundation is not particularly time
consuming as it meets at the Annual Convention, at
Winter Conference and holds two quarterly meetings
electronically if needed. As the Foundation increases its

holdings, the input from Directors becomes ever more
important. Of particular importance is the interchange
between ND Legion members and the Directors when it
comes to raising and disbursing funds. Terms are for 3
years and are limited to 2 terms.
Anyone personally interested, or knows someone who
might be willing to serve, is welcome and encouraged to
visit with any of the current or past Directors.

As I’m writing this, it is
snowing outside. So, guess
winter is here.
We had our Fall District
meeting in Buffalo, ND. The
post did a great job and they
provided an excellent meal and a
nice place to meet. So, thanks to
the Buffalo Post for an enjoyable
time.
The Department Commander Wahus talked
about his project “Helmets for Heroes.” Posts
can take as many helmets as they want to put in
businesses in their area. The donations will help fund
the ND American Legion’s many programs
We also touched on how important it is to retain
members and reach out to new members. We need to
get the younger veterans involved in the legion. That
way we will know the Legion will be in good hands
for the next generation.
I hope all have a good and safe winter. Thank
you for all you do for the East Region. Have a great
holiday season.
Larry Reed
Eastern Region Vice Commander

Greetings American Legion
Family.
The 2019 Winter Conference
is in Minot on January 25-27,
2019. I encourage ALL Members
to attend.
All Posts keep track of what
you do, Veterans Day Programs,
Special Events you do for the
community, helping with children
programs, funerals etc. Everything your Post does
counts and should be noted on your Consolidated Post
Reports. Central Region, I am challenging EVERY
Post to complete their CPR’s. District Commanders
and Vice Commanders, lets get this done for our
Region. Charge on Commanders!!
Basic Training Course. The American Legion’s
official training program for officers, members,
Legion College applicants and those who simply
want to expand their knowledge of the nation’s largest
veterans service organization is now available online.
I encourage all that have not taken the course, do so.
It is free and very informative. Upon completing the
Basic Course, those that want to can apply through
Department HQ to go to the National American
Legion College in Indianapolis, IN. I just completed
the National College and to say it was intense and
extremely informative is an understatement. I hope
to bring as much information to the Department as
possible.
I hope that everyone took the time to enjoy a
Veteran’s Day ceremony in their community. I was
fortunate to be asked to be a guest speaker back in
my home town of Hope, ND. A great honor and a
fantastic program by the Post.
Let’s talk a little about Membership. The 3 R’s
Recruit, Retain and Revitalize. I won’t beat a dead
horse about membership, however, as important as
it is to get new members, we need to remember that
“Retaining” current members is just as important.
DON’T let these members fall through the cracks.
In closing, I want to thank every Post and every
Legion Member for all that they do for the American
Legion and their Community. I want to thank you for
your Service and Dedication to this great country of
ours!!
Steve Anderson
Central Region Vice Commander

VA Clinic facility located in Minot, ND
will be open on December 14. The
location of the new clinic is on the
corner of highway 2 and highway 83.

FARGO, ND

TAMPA, FL

(701) 277-8321

Located at Petro Truck Stop
4520 19th Ave. SW • Fargo, ND
www.bellerudtransport.com
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Greetings,
The National Convention in Minneapolis, MN, was
the site of the 100th Convention since the establishment of
the American Legion in 1919 and it was a very busy week.
Fall District Meetings began in mid-September. The
turnout was not spectacular, in fact, these meetings are
getting very discouraging even as the Department tries to
turn the meetings over to the Districts. We do send out an
itinerary, but it is just a guideline for the Districts to use.
We have been doing these meetings this way for so long
that it is getting very tiresome. Coming this Spring, we will
be conducting these Meetings very differently.
I attended the Commanders/Adjutant meetings in
Indianapolis, IN, in mid-October. One of the topics,
of course, was our 100th Anniversary, Carrying Our

Department Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Davidson, 483-1525, briand@aflc.org

West Region Spring Fling
Greetings, members of West
Region.
As you have probably
heard, the Dept Executive
Committee recently voted to
alter the structure for district
meetings, which was in response
to membership requests and
dwindling attendance at district

Department Executive Committeemen
Eastern Region. . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Sateren, 304-0066, rogersateren@hotmail.com
Central Region. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William Lipetzky, 320-5981, golflips@yahoo.com
Western Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Weyrauch, 568-3529, airepair@nccray.com
DEC Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Meier, 463-7344, bgkjmeier@restel.net
Dept Sergeant-At-Arm . . . . . . . . . . . Leon Hiltner, 256-2188, lhiltnerwales@yahoo.com
NEC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Krause, 205-0064, bobkrause71@gmail.com
Alt NEC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dean Overby, 899-2535, doverby@wah.midco.net
Department Judge Advocate. . . Christian Anderson, 642-5539, cmalaw@qwestoffice.net
Department Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Karen Meier, 463-7344, bgkjmeier@restel.net
Department Service Officer.  Summer Kristianson, 451-4646, summer.kristianson@va.gov
Dept. Membership Chair. . . . . . . . . . . . Todd Rikke, 640-7964, toddrikke@gmail.com
District Commanders:
First District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michele Olson, 866-8882, michele.olson3@gmail.com
Second District. . . . . . . . . . Clarence Carroll, 910-584-8773, abnavnltc@yahoo.com
Third District. . . . . . . Troy Reemtsma, 968-4515, midnightmoon1969@hotmail.com
Fourth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LaDon Smith, 435-2581, don57chev@gmail.com
Fifth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jared Klempel, 400-1476, jiklemp83@yahoo.com
Sixth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Heather Thompson, 263-4614, hdthom@srt.com
Seventh District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James Erhardt, 843-8310, erhardt@westriv.com
Eighth District. . . . . . . . . . . George Petermann, 483-5176, bmann@ndsupernet.com
Ninth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dan Brown, 770-6036, dakotan22@yahoo.com
Tenth District. . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Manley, 612-817-0665, tmanley55@gmail.com
District Vice Commanders:
First District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bennett Bush, 866-6192, benbushnd@yahoo.com

meetings.
So, we are going to try something different
this spring. Instead of each district having a spring
district meeting, the districts in each region will come
together in one location for a joint meeting. The West
Region includes Districts 6, 7, 8, & 9, so this means
that the western third of ND, from Bottineau to
Rhame will meet in one location, rather than having
4 separate district meetings.
We need to plan our “West Region Spring Fling”
at the Department Winter Conference. There we will
have a West Region Caucus to collectively vote on a
plan. Planning needs to be done ahead of time so that
we have a plan to vote on.
We are looking at planning an event for 1 to
1.5 days, probably on a weekend, or maybe FridaySaturday. This will give us at least a couple hours for
each of 3 main task areas:
1. Do something educational

Second District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Daley, 352-0446, n/a
Third District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bryce Crosby, 662-2809, crosby@gondtc.com
Fourth District. . . . . . Marjorie Rosenquist-Moya, 785-2196, natureskare@msn.com
Fifth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonathan Kaatz, 452-4602, superkatz22@gmail.com
Sixth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a
Seventh District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vernon Laning, 355-0364, vlaning@bis.midco.net
Eighth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leslie Ross, 483-7227, lross@supernet.com
Ninth District. . . . . . . Lucinda Bolyard, 256-605-9113, Lucinda.bolyard@yahoo.com
Tenth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a

2.

Do something fun and entertaining

3.

Conduct business, specifically conducting
district elections

Each district will have a break-out time to
conduct their district elections.
Would your Post like to host this event? We need
one or more Posts to come to the Winter Conference
with a proposal to host this event. If you have a
local Convention and Visitor’s bureau or Chamber
of Commerce, they may do the planning for you.
Essentially, we need:
1. A date for the event, probably in the MarchApril timeframe. Easter is the weekend of
April 19th-21st, so we probably want it at least a
couple weeks before that.
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2.

A location for meetings with enough space for
joint sessions and each district meeting. We
should also take into consideration if the Auxiliary, Sons, and Riders plan to participate and
want a place for break-out meetings.
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3.

Motel rooms and meals. Members can pay
their way but they will need to know what their
options are.
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Bear in mind that there is no funding from Dept.
to cover costs. However, CVB and local businesses
may be very helpful.
At the upcoming Winter Conference, we will
have a West Region Caucus, at which time we will
hear from any Post who offers to be the host of
our Spring Fling. As with Dept conferences and
conventions, a Post can host an event in a nearby
larger community, which effectively means that any
Post can be the host of this event.
At our West Region Caucus we will
collectively decide on some of the key points
– date, location, schedule, etc. Please come
to the Winter Conference prepared to provide
your input. If you have any questions, please
contact me or your District Commander.
Alan Fehr is the 2018 West Region Vice
Commander. As a member of Post 3 in Dickinson,
he serves as the 1st Vice. He represents the Legion
on ACOVA. He is also a clinical psychologist
and ND National Guard retiree. He can be
contacted at AlanFehr_NDNG@usa.com or
701-590-0136.
Alan Fehr
Western Region Vice Commander
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Legacy Forward. This is a very important issue for Our
Organization. There has been various Posts that have
had Centennial celebrations and there are more coming
up in the next year and if you have already have had a
celebration, have another with a different spin on what you
did the last time.
The other HOT topic is “MEMBERSHIP”. Currently
our Membership tabulation at the Department is at 9,782
which is 71.96% at National it is only at 9,429 for 69.367%.
The next target date is December 10 with a 75% of goal.
With memberships turned in at National and recorded, the
Department is currently ranked 16th in 55 Departments.
South Dakota is ranked 1st, that is not satisfactory in My
eyes. In comparison to last years at National on November
15, 2017, membership was 10,455 Members. That’s down
1,026 Members compared to last year, (@#$#@!!%^&**)
I’m not happy as you can tell. With 44,000 eligible
members in our State, it is unbelievable that this is our
position. Districts 3, 5, and 9 your Districts are below 70%.
You need to step it up people, with December 10th coming
up on us fast, all Districts need to work on Retention. I am
just as guilty as the next person and have no excuses, but I
will work diligently to fulfill OUR goals for the year.
One of the projects the Members and the Department
is working on is Helmets for Heroes. As you know the
Department tries to survive on its Dues Revenue and cannot
exist on bread alone we must have some kind of filler to help
out. Our Programs need help in order to survive, which is
why we are always harping on Membership, more Members
means more revenue. So that is where the Helmets come
in raising non-dues revenue to help keep our programs
running. If we can get these Helmets out into businesses
in your Community, our Communities can help us keep
our Programs going instead of us digging into our own
pockets all the time. How about Corporate Sponsorships?
That would be nice if you can get a Corporate Sponsorship
or any other non-dues revenue ideas, please contact our
Department Adjutant for details on how to proceed.
I want to Thank Everybody that attended my
Homecoming in Watford City and for the gifts and
donations. I hope all that attended had a great time! Thank
You All!!!
A quote from JFK: “There are risks and costs to
action. But they are far less than the long-range risks of
comfortable inaction.”
“Remember the Past, Refuel for the Future” a quote
from your Commander.
Merry Christmas and have a Happy New Year

“Better to fight for
something than live
for nothing.”
-George S. Patton

Sanford Health is proud to
support the American Legion.
Thank you for your service to
our country.
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IF YOUR POST BURNS DOWN…WILL YOUR
COMMUNITY MISS YOU????
American Legion posts are essential to the
organization’s continued care and support of the nation’s
youth. If not for a local post, a veteran may not know that
cash assistance is available to help pay a utility bill or
buy groceries. If not for a local post, the Family Support
Network is of little help to a military family struggling
during a parent’s deployment. Without a post, a community
might never celebrate National Family Week or donate to
the Child Welfare Foundation. Quite simply, Legion posts
are the hands, feet and hearts of these forms of community
service.
This year National Commander Brett Reistad is
asking us for help. He is asking you to help in three areas
of concern.
First, we need to contact the members who have not
yet paid their 2019 dues. Our goal should be to contact our
members and stop them from going out the back door by
letting them know we care. Membership is the lifeblood

of The American Legion, but without a strong retention
program the system will quickly run dry. We should engage
our members and ask them to renew their membership
before it is too late.
Second, we need to recruit more members. We can not
sit back and wait for them to come to us. We need to go
out and find veterans and ask them to join us. Our current
membership eligibility window goes back to August 2,
1990. That’s 28 years and counting, but do not forget the
other war eras. Once we have new members, we must
engage them and let them know that they are important
to us and not just a number. We lose too many members
because we fail to engage them early in their membership
experience.
Third, the National Commander has asked us to
identify areas to start new posts. We need to have an
American Legion presence in communities where there are
not any posts.
We are a community-based organization. Without
posts, we are nothing. Without members, we are nothing.

The Department Commander’s project involves the
community and is asking your communities help us fill our
Helmets for Heroes. If you or your post do not have any
helmets to place in your communities, please contact us at
the headquarter office. The helmets will also be available
at the Winter Conference in Minot.
Sometimes people forget why they joined the
American Legion. Some people tend to think that they are
the ones that run the organization and they don’t have to
answer to anybody. Just remember that this organization
started 100 years ago to make sure that veterans were
being taken care of. Sometimes we should step back and
ask ourselves if we could help other veterans instead of
doing it for self- recognition. Maybe people need to take
time and look through the Preamble to the Constitution of
The American Legion. No where does it mention the word
“I”. It says, “FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE”, so please
remember it is a group effort.
Our veterans and our communities need us. We need
to go into our second hundred years with a positive upturn.

Greetings All,
The 100th National Convention was held in Minneapolis,
MN, in August and was a historic time in the history of the
American Legion. The Legion installed Brett Reistad of
Virginia as our 101st National Commander. The convention
was very well attended as this is the closest to North Dakota
as the convention ever gets. The parade had to be cancelled
due to the threat of inclement weather, but the alternate
indoor parade was a huge success. The Legion is looking at
alternative celebrations in lieu of parades in the future due
to costs. The average cost of the parade is between $30,000
and $50,000. I hope everyone who attended had a good time
and learned a lot.
The U.S. Mint will be producing the 100-year Legion
coins soon and they will be on sale in March of 2019. This
will be a very good income source for the Legion and will
delay the need for another dues increase. Keep watching the
Legion Magazine for ads and information on this program.
Dean Overby, the newly elected Alternate National
Executive Committeeman, attended the National Executive
Committee meetings with me in Indianapolis, IN. I think he
was impressed with the amount of information distributed
and the tasks that get accomplished at these meetings.

Resolution No. 1 was passed by the NEC at the fall
meeting in October in Indianapolis. This resolution requests
that Congress revise the eligibility dates for membership in
the American Legion. The dates would change to: December
6, 1941 through present. The reason being that the United
States has been in a state of war in various parts of the world
since the beginning of WWII. Various skirmishes and the
cold war have taken over 1600 American service members
lives and we have had millions of men and women in peril.
Hopefully this will pass and it will open more opportunity
for membership. Changing membership dates has been
introduced in the past to no avail, but this is the first time
that the whole period of the cold war has been proposed.
North Dakota Past Department Chaplain Mark Antal is
still being considered as a candidate for National Chaplain.
This process takes some time, so there is no way to know
when this could happen, but we will continue to spread his
accolades and hopefully it will take place within the next
two years.
North Dakota has the opportunity to present an
endorsed candidate for National Vice Commander from this
region, who would take office within the next three years.
Fall District meetings were held in September.

Participation from local posts was mixed with some Districts
doing very well and some others not so well. District
meetings are very important for providing information to
each District and to meet the current Auxiliary President
and the new Department Commander. At one time in North
Dakota we had 100% Post attendance at these District
Meetings. Unfortunately, we haven’t seen that level of
participation for many years. Let’s change that trend and
get as many Posts to the spring meetings as possible. There
may be a change in the works regarding the format of the
spring meetings to try to make them more effective.
You can find more information on the National
American Legion website at www.legion.org. If you
need more local information about any legion related
issue, it can be found on the Department website at
www.ndlegion.org.
Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more
information that you need, or have any questions for
me, let me know and I will get back to you ASAP.
My Cell number is 701-680-0567 and my e-mail is:
bobkrause71@gmail.com. Gail’s and my address is 3434
28th St S Unit 134, Fargo, ND 58104. Thank you all for your
continued support of this great organization.

www.BNCbank.com

Does someone you love suffer from

Alzheimer's and Memory Loss?
Now there’s Country House, a specialized residence
of style and distinction - with professional
24-hour staff providing the care
your loved one deserves.

Lite - Miller Genuine Draft - Leinenkugel’s

701 4th Avenue North • Fargo

(701) 293-7404

Jet Service flights to Denver and the world!

• New Modern Terminal
• Short Lines
• Convenient & Friendly
• Free WiFi, Parking & Coffee

(800) 864-8331

or contact your local travel agent

Member FDIC
Bismarck • Crosby • Garrison • Kenmare • Linton • Mandan • Stanley • Watford City

628 24th Street West, Dickinson, ND 58601
(701) 483-2266

EIDE LIKE
I’D LIKE TO THANK YOU

We proudly support our men and women
in uniform, past and present, and thank
them for their service.
What inspires
you, inspires us.

eidebailly.com

416 3rd Avenue Northeast
Devil’s Lake, ND
(701) 662-2212
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Why Do We Have A Foundation? My Take On It

by Harvey Peterson,
Chairman
I’ve been asked the above question at least 100 times in
the 12 years I’ve been involved with the NDAL Foundation.
I’ve spent a lot of time digging through the archives of the
NDAL Foundation and more talking to the initiators of the
initial LOVE Trust and past Directors to try to answer that
question.
There is no single, simple answer with one exception.
Everyone I have visited with and everything that I have
researched, leads me to the conclusion that the NDAL
Foundation was established to build, in one way or another,
a corpus to carry on the programs of the American Legion.
Some will say only in the future, some will say now and
into the future.
Over the 30+ years of its existence, the LOVE Trust,
now the North Dakota American Legion Foundation has
had its ups and downs. But it maintains, at its core, the
belief that the Foundation is the trustee of other people’s
donations in order to provide support to those programs the

donors hold dear. There have been different emphases as
the Directors have changed, but the central mission remains
the same.
If that is true I’m asked, why does the NDAL Foundation
donate money to current programs? There again the answer
is not simple but can be boiled down to this: To be visible. A
viable Foundation, an entity that is seen as doing something
besides hoarding money, must support current programs to
some extent. To what extent depends on the funds available
and the Directors willingness to support programs.
An example is the Oratorical program that has the
largest account within the Foundation. Many will remember
the effort 20+ years ago to seek $5,000 from each of the
10 Districts to fund the District and Regional Oratorical
contests. At present, that fund generates almost enough
annual income from earnings and donations to cover the
initial purpose of its establishment. The fact that contest
prizes have doubled over the years is a moot point. Your
Foundation does what it can to meet its commitment to
those who initially established the Oratorical Fund. The

same cannot be said for Boys State or Baseball or any of the
other funds held within the Foundation with the exception
of the Nesheim Scholarship Fund.
So in reality, the NDAL Foundation is an instrument
through which those who believe in Legion Programs can
support them with their assets now and in the future. I have
been told by individuals of their intent to donate to the
Foundation through current cash donations, through their
will or by establishing a family trust to support Legion
Programs. (I learned of another individual just this past
summer.) Most donors do not crow about their intentions
and many still have a long life ahead of them so most
bequests are not immediately available or advertised.
(Thank God – these people are some of the work horses
we need!)
So my answer to the question posed above has evolved
to this simple statement: The NDAL Foundation provides a
way for individuals to support Legion programs now and in
the future through their philanthropy. The Directors job is to
manage the affairs of the Foundation. Simple, huh?
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Carrington — Cavalier
Devils Lake (2) — Langdon
Rolla — Rugby — Valley City (2)

The Department of North
Dakota along with Grand Forks
Post 6 are inviting all Posts and
Districts to participate in the
Department Convention parade
in June 2019. Don’t forget to
bring your Post or District flag.

Please Patronize our Advertisers.
Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their
businesses in our publications.
Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.
Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email
npi@comcast.net to get advertising pricing and
placement information.

TO BE DECIDED AT THE 2019
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION
ENDORSEMENT OF A CANDIDATE
FOR THE UPCOMING POSITION OF
NATIONAL VICE-COMMANDER

Have You Paid Your
2019 Membership Dues?

Perry (Skip)
Nesdahl

for Eastern Region Vice
Commander
• Member of Ted Valerius Post 97 for 50 years in Larimore
• Post Commander 1988-1990
• Post Vice-Commander 1986-1988
• Post Sergeant-at-Arms for 12 years
• Post Chaplain for 7 years
• 2nd District Commander 2017-2018
• 2nd District Vice Commander 2016-2017

I am asking for your support in the 1st, 2nd and 10th
Districts.

Page 6

December 2018

North Dakota Legion News

NEW TOWN, ND

Outreach Events
A concept that is growing more with this state is the
idea of veteran outreach events. These events are a great
way to bring multiple organizations together to support
veterans in that community.
What is the benefit of doing veteran’s outreach?
By doing outreach events, the organizer is bringing
many different resources together in one place. This is
appealing to people in that they do not need to go to
multiple places for resources. This is also a place for the
different resources to get to know one another and build that
relationship to better serve our veterans.
Why is it important for the Service Organizations
to be a part of these events? Service Organizations are a
great resource to have when you are trying to help veterans.
They have different programs within them that maybe

beneficial to the veteran. Some of the Service Organizations
also provide Veterans Service Officers (like myself) to help
the veteran and his/her family navigate the VA process.
How can we put on an outreach event in our area?
The best place to start would be with your County
Veteran’s Service Officer. They can assist you in lining up
who they think would be useful to have at this event. Once
you have the CVSO on board, pick a date and time that
works well into most people’s schedules. Usually in the
middle of month with hours that range from midafternoon
into early evening to catch people that also work during the
day and night.
How many people attend these events? Each event is
different, so it is hard to get an exact number for different
locations. In my opinion, helping even ONE veteran is
worth the event.

Fall DEC Meeting, Watford City October 6, 2018
The DEC met in Watford City for the fall meeting. The
following is a summary of the meeting. Full minutes are
available at the Department office.
Chairman Karen Meier called the meeting to order with
a salute, pledge and a prayer. The consent agenda and the
convention DEC meeting minutes were approved.
Robert Greene reported on the planning of the 2019
Department Convention and the History Committee. Roger
Sateren is the Department’s point of contact for Post 6.
Financials were discussed as well as Stifel accounts and
the Certificate of Deposits held.
The DEC listened to and approved committee reports
from Americanism/Children & Youth, Audit, Legion Riders,
Legislative, Membership, and Oratorical committees.
Helmets for Heroes were discussed. At this moment, the
helmets are not available for purchase. Approximately 400
helmets have been distributed.
The National American Legion approved the post closures
of Glenburn, Lehr and the Standing Rock Women’s Veterans.
The Bismarck and New England Squadrons charter

applications were approved and submitted to National.
The Department has not received any information for
sleeping rooms and the cost for the Department Convention in
Watford City. It was decided to re-open the bids for the year
2022.
A Policy and Procedure Manual was presented for the
DEC to review, it was put on hold until the Winter Conference.
Discussed the issue of placing the current adjutant on all
non-financial accounts and contracts.
Discussion was held to change the district meetings dates
and times to be held during the winter conference. Decided to
hold regional conferences this spring.
The Commander, Commander-Elect and DEC Chair will
hold ACOVA interviews to members who wish to represent the
American Legion at the winter conference in Minot.
The DEC discussed ideas to increase the Regional Vice
Commanders involvement in membership and changing or
eliminating the position of Membership Chair.
Per the DEC approval more Centennial Coins are available.
Boys State expenses were $6,000.00 short. Discussion was
held on how to increase attendance and lower expenses.

stroh
a r ch i t ec t s

i i n t er i o r s

West Dakota
Oil C Store

450 Villard Street East
Dickinson, North Dakota

(701) 225-4700
DO GOOD DOING
WHAT YOU
ALREADY DO.

1015 South Broadway
Minot, ND

(701) 852.4181 or (800) 598.1216
Store Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 9 pm
Saturday 9 am - 6 pm • Sunday Noon - 5 pm

Welcome to
Hot Complimentary Breakfast • Catering
Fitness Center • Indoor Water Park
Full Service Convention & Meeting Facilities
Dog Friendly • On-site Dining

Community Rewards Checking

WeAreAmerican.com/CommunityRewards

For Baymont
Reservations:
(701) 663-7401

ADV-056

For Ramada
Reservations:
(701) 258-7000

2611 Old Red Trail NW
Mandan, North Dakota

1400 East Interchange Ave.
Bismarck, North Dakota

www.BaymontMandan.com

www.RamadaBismarck.com

Boring
Doesn’t
Live Here!
www.noboundariesnd.com
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Napoleon Schools and Auxiliary Recognize Veterans
Veterans Day at Napoleon Public School 11-8-2018
by Ann Knecht
Patriotic Heroes Recognized at NPS
“Patriotic Heroes – Thank-a-Veteran” program was held
at the Napoleon Public School on Thursday, November 8th
with the Napoleon American Legion Post 72 and Auxiliary
Unit participating in the program.
The program opened with the presentation of colors by
the American Legion Color Guard of Napoleon, followed by
the pledge to flag, and the singing of the national anthem led
by Olivia Svanes, Sophie Ketterling, Emma Ketterling and
Clarissa Buechler. Mr. Bales, the music instructor, assisted
with the presentation of patriotic songs by grades K-6
throughout the program.
The guest speaker, Cole Johnson, shared a message of
pride for his service in the North Dakota National Guard and
the remembrance in 2018 of soldiers who served in World War
I. Cole shared “for me eight years ago that wasn’t something I
had considered. Defending your country, that sounds honorable
and heroic, but for me it was a job, it was just something to do.
I joined the guard because I have a father, some uncles, some
cousins and countless other friends who joined some sort of
the military branch.” He was deployed to Afghanistan with a
company of about 100 with the mission to locate, dismantle or
detonate roadside bombs. While in Afghanistan he learned the
meaning of brotherhood, an important life lesson regardless of
religion, political views, social status or being male or female.
Cole said “Everyone has their own struggles in life, don’t
forget that…I saw it in war zones and I see it here at home…
Veterans Day is about celebrating our Veterans…Thank the
ones that served before me, and thank the ones that served to
the right and left of me. Next time you see a man or woman
wearing a hat, or someone that has insignia that represents
they have served, shake their hand and thank them.”
Kassie Breidenbach, student council president, announced
and recognized special guest veterans from Napoleon Care
Center, John Gross and Leo Ibach, both served in the US
Army; Napoleon American Legion and Community Veterans
attending the program.
Auxiliary President Viola Wolf and Peggy Welder,
Auxiliary Vice President presented the winner of the largest
flag pole contest to Eli Ketterling, 6th grade with the correct
answer ‘Sheboygan, Wisconsin’. Ann Knecht announced
two special awards presented this year. A “Create Your Own
Stamp” award won by Amelia Moch, grade 5. Her entry
will be used for the 2019 Veterans Day event and contests.
The “Patriotic Hero” award won by Michael Moch, grade 3,
portrayed a saluting soldier using stamp art.
American Legion Post 72 of Napoleon members
participating in the color guard were Ron Kerzman and
Dennis Hottman.
“TAPS” was presented by Sophie Ketterling, band
member before the audience left the gym in silence.
Cheryl Weigel, Napoleon Post Master displayed some of
the stamp art in the Post Office. Andrea Leier, school librarian
assisted by hosting an Art Contest display in the school library.
Judges for this year’s event were Cheryl Weigel, Alvina
Hamel, Viola Wolf, Peggy Welder and Ann Knecht.

Minot Unit and
Post 26 to host Winter
Conference
Alicia Román, Unit President of William G. Carroll
Unit 26 of Minot, ND extends a warm welcome to all North
Dakota American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary
members to attend the annual Winter Conference. The event
to be held January 25-27, 2019 and hosted by members
of Post and Unit 26, will be headquartered at the Grand
International Inn in Minot, ND. Make plans now to attend.
We are looking forward to seeing you in Minot.

Honored veterans from the Napoleon Care Center attending the
event were John Gross and Leo Ibach, both served in the US
Army and are members of the Barry Hoof American Legion Post
72 in Napoleon. (photo submitted by Napoleon Public School)

About 125 students participated in the 2018 stamp art
and coloring contests. The Cancelled Stamp Art and Coloring
Contest winners are Michael Moch, grade 3, ‘Patriotic Heroes’
Award; and Amelia Moch grade 5, Cancelled Stamp-‘Create
Your Own Stamp’. Stamp Art winners by grade were: Grade
6, Sierra Ratts, First Place; Claire Piatz, Second Place; Grade
5, Eva Weigel, First Place; Elise Kristiansen, Second Place;
Grade 4, Adrianna Hayen, First Place; Brooklyn Hottman,
Second Place; and Grade 3, James Moch, First Place; Bailee
Renfro, Second Place. Coloring Contest winners were:
Kindergarten, Avery Moch, First Place; Milton Lang, Second
Place; Grade 1, Bennett Gerhardt, First Place; Brealle Weigel,
Second Place; Grade 2, Joseph Gerhardt, First Place; Sophia
Horner, Second Place.

2019 Tentative Winter
Conference Schedule
Grand International Inn
1505 North Broadway
Minot, North Dakota
Phone: 701.852.3161

Updates will be available online at
www.ndala.org
Friday, January 25, 2019
10:00 am- Auxiliary Finance Board Meeting
12:00 pm - Reception/Luncheon – Jeannie
Román, Department President –
Kevske Room, Grand Hotel
1:00 pm – 7:00 pm Registration for Auxiliary
2:00 pm – ALA Department Executive 			
Committee meeting
5:00 pm – No Host Dinner, Location TBD
7:00 pm – Joint Opening Session

Michael Moch, grade 3 received the ‘Patriotic Hero Award” for his
patriotic cancelled stamp art project.

Veterans Day Observed in District 2’s Nelson County
On Sunday, November 11, 2018, veterans from Aneta,
McVille, Pekin Tolna, Michigan and Petersburg gathered to
commemorate the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
end of WWI.
Special guests included 7 of the 8 delegates to American
Legion Auxiliary’s 2018 North Dakota Flickertail Girls State
program. The delegates, who currently attend Dakota Prairie
High School, were given the opportunity to speak about their
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experience at the prestigious Girls State program. What an
amazing group of young leaders they are!
Special guest speaker at the event was District 2
Commander, Clarence Carroll from Grand Forks. Our
community is so lucky to have such special people attend this
memorable event.
Following the ceremony and program, attendees were
treated to a delightful meal and special music.

Saturday, January 26, 2019
7:30 am – 12:00 PM – Registration for Auxiliary
8:00 am – Auxiliary Opening Meeting – Jeannie
Román, Dept. President
Memorial Service – Sandra Petermann,
Dept. Chaplain, District Presidents
Auxiliary Workshops – Dept. Chairmen
12:00 pm Press Association Luncheon
1:00 pm – High School Oratorical Contest
6:00 pm – Social
7:00 pm – Banquet
8:30 pm – Dance
Sunday, January 27, 2019
8:00 am – Auxiliary General Meeting
10:00 am – Joint Memorial Service
Retirement of Colors

Winter Conference
Registration

Top row: Rachel Avdem, Madison Lippert, and Courtney Stein.
Bottom row: Charlie Dares, Savannah Huso, Kaitlyn Myrum and
Paige Haakenson (all with the exception of Kaitlyn Myrum are
American Legion Auxiliary members.

Clarence Carroll, District 2 Commander, of
Grand Forks, ND

The 2019 Winter Conference will be held January
25-27, 2019 at the Grand International Inn located at
1505 North Broadway, Minot, North Dakota. Call the
Grand International Inn (701) 852-3161 to make your
reservations prior to January 9, 2019 to guarantee the
Legion Room Block of $75.00 per night.
Pre-registration forms are due by January 9, 2019
to the Department Office, 1801 23rd Ave N, Rm 113,
Fargo, ND 58102-1047. Registrations received after
January 9, will be held for on-site registration at Winter
Conference. See the registration form found in this
publication.
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Happy Holidays Ladies,
I pray everyone enjoyed time with family and friends
and ate lots of turkey on Thanksgiving Day. We all have so
much to be thankful for. I hope everyone was able to spend
time with your family members, as I enjoyed precious
“Nana” time with my granddaughter Olivia!
I’m looking forward to a very busy December. I will be
in Fargo to help our wonderful department secretary Marcy,
go through some things in the archives. It’s amazing what
treasures we’ve found already. Then I am looking forward
to visiting with our veterans at the Fargo VA Medical Center,
while attending the annual Gift Shop event. Then off to
Lisbon to visit the veterans at the North Dakota Veterans
Home and enjoy time at their Gift Shop as well. I know all
who attend those Gift Shops will have an awesome time.
Anyone interested in helping out at either or both of the
Gifts Shops are welcome, please join us. It is so important
that we show our love and support to our veterans.
Plans are already underway for the annual Winter
Conference to be held in Minot, January 25-27, 2019. There
are so many things to prepare for, but we will be ready for
you! I will be having a luncheon on Friday as the Conference
begins. More details to come next month. I believe we will

have a busy yet fun conference.
I
want to introduce some new
things that I’m sure you
will enjoy. I can’t wait to
share new information and
opportunities available in our
great organization. Watch for
more information on Winter
Conference elsewhere in this
publication.
CALLING ALL JUNIOR MEMBERS! I am planning a
gathering of our junior members at our Winter Conference.
They are very important to the future of our organization.
Without our juniors, we have no future! Please invite your
junior members to the conference as we need to get them
involved and pick their officers etc.…my goal is to have
them elect officers and learn how to serve like we do as
adults. It would be wonderful to help these young ladies
navigate their way through our auxiliary. So, let’s give them
the tools they need to succeed!
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed
New Year!
Jeannie Román

Many thanks to all of you for your love and support
for me as I prepare to be your Department President in
2019-2020. As most of you know I retired in June 2013
after serving at the Department level for 24 years, first as
Department Treasurer and then as Department Secretary.
Although I was happy to retire and very content, I
really missed everyone that I had gotten to know while
working for the Auxiliary. So here I go again with the hope
that everything will work out for the best. Many things have
changed but I’m hoping we can manage that.
I am a 56-year member of the Ernest D. Robertson
Unit 14 of Jamestown. My husband Jerry, a veteran of the
Korean War, and I are proud grandparents of two grand-

daughters who live in Denver but
have continued to be members of
the Jamestown unit.
I extend a wholehearted
invitation to all of you to join
Department President, Jeannie
Román and me in Minot for the
Winter Conference, January 2527, 2019. Here’s wishing you and
yours a wonderful Holiday season and I’ll see you at Winer
Conference.
God Bless America and all of you.

North Dakota Woman of
the Year
Debra Muus, a member of Treumann-Webb-Phelps Unit 6
of Grand Forks was selected as the Department of ND American
Legion Auxiliary Woman of the Year in May. Debra has been a
member of the Grand Forks American Legion Auxiliary since
1959. She has served as Unit Secretary, 2nd Vice President, 1st Vice
President, and has been the Unit President since 2009.
Debra was honored at the Department Convention on Friday,
22 June, 2018. She represented North Dakota at the National
Convention on August 25-30, 2018 in Minneapolis, MN.
By Diane Kraemer,
Past Department President
Pictured left to right: Deb Muus, Department of North Dakota’s Woman
of the Year with Diane Duscheck, American Legion Auxiliary National
President at the Woman of the Year Luncheon held in Minneapolis, MN
in August 2018.

Auxiliary Members of North
Dakota,
It has been my great honor
and pleasure to serve as your
Department Secretary for the
past 18 months. In October, I
was fortunate to attend Mission
Training in Sioux Falls with
Gloria Covert, Sandy Smith and
my sister, Judy. It was an amazing
opportunity to learn about our ‘mission’ which is to support
our veterans, active military and their families as well as
children and youth in our communities. Judy, being a new
auxiliary member was impressed and commented, “Wow!
I didn’t know this is what the Auxiliary is all about! I can’t
believe the activities you all do.”
If you haven’t had a chance to attend Mission Training
– go to alaforveterans.org and sign up under the ‘Members
Only’ tab.
Mark your calendars! Exciting plans are underway
for Winter Conference set for January 25-27, 2019.
Jeannie Román, Department President and her Department
Chairmen will be presenting workshops for both Senior
and Junior members. Invite your junior members to attend
Winter Conference with you. Start mentoring those young
minds now. They are the future of our organization. More
information on Winter Conference can be found in this
publication.
The office has been a busy place with membership,
contributions and poppy orders coming in every day. If
you’re waiting for a response to a question or issue, please
be patient or just send me a reminder. Eventually I’ll get to
the bottom of the ‘to do’ list.
There are a number of projects I could use help with
in the Department Office. Nothing hard, but come ready to
organize history of disbanded units, catalog artifacts, and
organize Past President’s donated collections into display
cases. Call the office to set up a time that will work for you.
Invite other unit members and make a day of it.
Thank you everyone, for your support and assistance.
May God bless you and yours with a wonderful Holiday
Season.
Marcy Schmidt

It is hard to imagine just
how fast the holidays are
approaching. As we begin to
prepare for the holidays, let us
remember those who are alone.
We can start with a smile, give
them a hug, and take time to
listen.
Matthew 25:35. “For I was
hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me.”
The time we spend with others is twofold. They give
us more than what we give them. Remember, it is not all
about the gift, rather giving of ourselves and sharing time
with others. My prayer for each of you, is to always pray
with joy.
God Bless and keep each of you.
Sandra Petermann

THANK YOU FOR BRAVELY
SERVING OUR COUNTRY.
• Year-round fish cleaning station open to the public
• Motel & resort accommodations for every personality
• Outstanding guide services for fishing and hunting
• Great multi-species fishing; trophy walleye, jumbo
perch, northern pike, & white bass
• Abundant ducks and geese in the flyway for the fall hunt
• Entertainment at Spirit Lake Casino
• World-class historical attractions
• Historical downtown shopping and spa experiences
• 18 holes of golf set against the backdrop
of sparkling Devils Lake

3208 16th Street SW
Minot ND
(701) 852-4420

Plan your adventure online or
request your free vacation packet today

KXMA 2 Dickinson KXMB 12 Bismarck
KXMC 13 Minot
KXMD 11 Williston

6am . Noon . 5pm
6pm . 10pm
Online . On the Air
Complete News Coverage
for Western North Dakota

kxnet.com
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District 2

Greetings to all District 2
Auxiliary Members
We had a great turnout for our
District 2 meeting held in Park River.
Thank you to the Park River Post
and Unit for hosting. Not only is it a
good time to reconnect with long time
ALA friends; but also, a time to begin
new friendships. These meetings had
department officers and chairman
available to answer questions and give updates on what’s
going on with our American Legion Family.
As the holidays approach, we need to remember our
veterans and families, and those in our communities who
need our help. I know you ladies do so much in support
of our mission, please remember to report those volunteer
hours and dollars spent.
I’m proud to be your District President and would
like to visit all units in District 2 sometime in the next two
years. Please feel free to contact me and let me know what
works best for you.
Keep up the good work in membership.
Don’t forget the upcoming Gift Shops at the Fargo VA
Medical Center on Wednesday, December 5 and the North
Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon on December 6.
Plans are underway for Winter Conference coming up
January 25-27, 2019. I hope to see many of you there.
Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a
Wonderful New Year!
We LOVE our veterans!
Kathy Tuma
District 2 President

Celebrating Education
Week in McVille, ND

Apple Crisp and pumpkin filled cream puffs were
a ‘Thank You Treat” to the entire staff at Dakota Prairie
Elementary School in McVille, North Dakota on the
morning of November 13, 2018 in celebration of American
Education Week. Thank you to all teachers, staff and
support personnel for all your do.

Pictured left to right: Margaret Johnson, President, Ole Semling
Unit 135, Mrs. Bye, Principal, Dakota Prairie School, and Judy
Twete, Past Department President

Learn to save a life

Sanford Health EMS Education
Our qualified, experienced team offers
a variety of emergency care courses
for teens, adults, or those looking for a
career change. For the highest level of
convenience, the training is offered at
flexible hours and locations.

Courses include:

• CPR
• AED Training
• First Aid
• EMT Classes*
• ABCs of Babysitting • Paramedic Training*
• Pediatric First Aid
*College credit available

Visit sanfordhealthemseducation.org
to learn more.

EMS Education

District 4

Hello District 4 Auxiliary
Members!
The first two years as District
President have gone by so fast and it’s
been an amazing experience. Thank
you everyone, for your support. I look
forward to working with you in the
coming two years.
I enjoyed meeting all of you
at the Fall District Meeting. Our
registration had a terrific turnout with 28 members from
across the District. Department President, Jeannie Román,
and Department President-Elect, Myrna Ronholm were our
guest speakers and Sandy Smith, Department Membership
Chairman gave us a pep talk on increasing membership
and getting our membership dues sent in by December 31,
2018.
North Dakota is in competition with the Department
of Arizona to have the highest percentage of paid 2019
membership in by December 31, 2018. Don’t hold those
dues – get them in before the end of the year so the
Department Office can count all paid dues. You’ve all done
a marvelous job so far - keep up the good work!
During this holiday season let’s keep our military
troops always in our prayers.
Wishing you all a Blessed Holiday Season.
Joan Lasher
District 4 President

We appreciate all the
submissions for the paper!
Anything that didn’t fit will
be available online.

Gift Shop-VA&R
Program
The Gift Shop at the Fargo
VA Medical Center will be held
December 5th. It’s one of my favorite
days of the year. I hate shopping,
unless it’s for Gift Shop. We try to
find new things each year so the
patients aren’t just getting shirts and
socks for Christmas, but you know,
sometimes a new shirt or a new pair
of socks is just what is needed.
Thank you to all the Units who have donated to the Gift
Shops. The patients at the Fargo VAMC are so thankful for
the gifts they receive. We serve a treat or two, as well, so
the patients also hang around and visit while the elves are
wrapping their gifts. It makes for a fun day.
If you’re ever available to volunteer the first Wednesday
in December for the Fargo Gift Shop or the first Thursday
in December for the Lisbon Gift Shop, please do. You’ll
have a great day and your heart will be full when you leave.
Thank you!
LaVonne Matthews
Department Chairman - Gift Shop (VAMC Fargo)
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Children & Youth
Program
Hello Auxiliary Members
My name is Linda Siewert and I am your Department
Children and Youth Chairman for 2018-2019. My husband
Gary and I live in Surrey, North Dakota. We’ve been married
for 45 years and are the proud parents of two children and
four grandchildren. Gary retired after 32 years of military
service. I’m still very actively involved in the deployment
of soldiers, family need and especially the ‘homecoming’
parties of the returning soldiers!
I’ve been a member of the William G. Carrol Unit 26 of
Minot for two years and am currently involved in the unit’s
children and youth activities as the Unit Chairman. I’ve
been very blessed to be a part of wonderful heartwarming
activities that our youth have participated in.
I encourage each unit to recruit/find juniors in your
community that could benefit from this wonderful
organization. Tuck them gently under your wings and
become mentors to them, show them the way and watch
them fly, soaring to great heights, knowing that you are the
one who had a vital part in teaching them the fundamentals
of becoming a great leader in the American Legion
Auxiliary.
I wish you all the very best in all your endeavors. For
God and Country.
Linda Siewert
Department Children and Youth Chairman

Leadership Program
Greetings everyone!
I am excited to be your
leadership chairman for the 20182019 Auxiliary year. I have already
been on a conference call with other
Northwestern Division and National
leadership chairmen and have a
few ideas for the year. Look for
information in the coming months
through the unit mailings and on the
department website at www.ndala.org/leadership/
I encourage all of you as Auxiliary members to “go
back to school” by taking classes through the national ALA
Academy. There are now five online modules available for
you to learn more about leadership and the Auxiliary as
a whole. It is a great introduction for new members and
a wonderful refresher for seasoned members. I will have
more information available in a future unit mailing and
we are also hoping to offer some of the classes at Winter
Conference. Learn more at www.alaforveterans.org/ALAAcademy/. For those of you who may not have a computer,
this is an opportunity to pair with someone who does and
have a fun afternoon meeting. Units may also consider
offering the classes at a special unit meeting.
We all have the potential to be leaders. Open yourself
to the possibilities by utilizing the awesome tools the
Auxiliary provides. Also, remember we have some
wonderful mentors at all levels of the organization!
Yours in service,
Shauna Dubuque
Department Leadership Chairman
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In Memoriam

District 1
Mary Ellen O. Cabral, Unit 223, Erie
Kathy Hettenbaugh, Unit 2, Fargo
Isabelle Jeffers, Unit 4, Hillsboro
Donna M Maasjo, Unit 2, Fargo
District 2
Joan Berdal, Unit 135, McVille
Alma G Collette, Unit 41, Grafton
Irene Fritz, Unit 77, Pembina
Clarice Halverson, Unit 147, Park River
Eloise Holmes, Unit 237, Adams
Marlene Johnson, Unit 77, Pembina
Edith Larson, Unit 238, Michigan
Norma Maristuen, Unit 92, Northwood
Dorothy L Smestad, Unit 274, Fordville
Mary L Stewart, Unit 159, Drayton
District 3
Lorraine Ballweg, Unit 98, Langdon
Clarice A Bauer, Unit 98, Langdon
Phyllis M Beck, Unit 61, Brocket
Donna Campbell, Unit 79, Cando
Phoebe Geisen, Unit 129, Bisbee
Drina P Hansel, Unit 98, Langdon
Doreen Nelson, Unit 179, Milton
Mary Sundeen, Unit 61, Brocket

Mission Training
Held in October
ALA National Headquarters presented ‘Mission
Training’ in Sioux Falls, SD on October 6, 2018. The
event was well-attended with auxiliary members from all
over the Upper Midwest, including North Dakota, South
Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Nebraska Wyoming
and Colorado. The presenters were an awesome trio and
you could feel the energy in the room as the presenters
and attendees shared experiences and ideas on our mission
to support veterans, active military and their families and
communities. If you didn’t get a chance to attend this event,
you missed out on an ‘awesome’ experience. Those who
attended from North Dakota encourage everyone to sign up
now at alaforveterans.org for a future event. More
information on this and other events and programs can be
found on the national American Legion Auxiliary website.

District 4
Mildred Boatright, Unit 14, Jamestown
Freida Feickert, Unit 56, Goodrich
Genevieve Hoff, Unit 14, Jamestown
Geraldine Krebsbach, Unit 14, Jamestown
Lovera I Kunz, Unit 14, Jamestown
Myra J McCarty, Unit 265, Streeter
Ruth H Oster, Unit 245, Medina
Kathryn E Richards, Unit 14, Jamestown
Connie J Trautmann, Unit 56, Goodrich
District 5
Mary Blotter, Unit 133, Turtle Lake
Donna Schwab, Unit 54, Linton
District 6
Beulah Aamot, Unit 230, Makoti
Linda Dinga, Unit 270, Butte
Laura H Garnas, Unit 230, Makoti
Marie L Goodman, Unit 269, Upham
Buelah Herman, Unit 269, Upham
Adeline Marks, Unit 269, Upham
Joyce Pank, Unit 230, Makoti
Flora Pfau, Unit 269, Upham
Jeanette Register, Unit 270, Butte
Maxine Siemers, Unit 127, Bowbells
Dorothy M Steele, Unit 230, Makoti

ALA Calendar of
Events and Other
Fun Stuff Too!
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 7
Dec. 8

Dec. 9

Unit 235 Rolla
Veterans Day

Dec. 12
Dec. 13
Dec. 15
Dec. 18
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 24
Dec. 25

Members of the Fred C. Wagner Unit 235 of Rolla, ND served a
delicious dinner made with mostly donated garden produce on
Veterans Day. Pictured left to right are: Maria Brien, Elaine Lange,
Gloria Covert, Sandy Smith, Sabrina Dunlop, Jaime Wishart.

Dec. 31
Jan. 1

Gift Shop – VA Medical Center, Fargo, ND
Gift Shop – ND Veterans Home, Lisbon, ND
National Mitten Tree Day – give a new item
such as mittens, scarves, socks or toys to a
local charity.
Pearl Harbor Rememberance Day– Thank a
veteran for his service.
National Writing Day – Send a card or write a
letter to active military personnel from your
community.
National Brownie Day – Bake a pan of those
yummy goodies and donate it to a local
homeless shelter or nursing home to share
with its residents.
National Christmas Card Day – Write a
Christmas letter and put one in each of your
Christmas cards. Don’t you just love those
letters?
National Poinsettia Day – Buy an extra
poinsettia donate it to a nursing home for the
enjoyment of it’s residents.
National Ice Cream Day – Go ahead, you know
you want some.
Bill of Rights Day – Check this out online –
share the information with a millennial.
National Bake Cookies Day – Keep it simple.
Chocolate Chip Cookies are always a winner!
Go Caroling Day – Get that ‘barber shop
quartet’ together. Entertain at a senior center
or homeless shelter.
National Humbug Day – Stop it! Christmas is
the most fun time of the year! Just ask a kid.
Christmas Eve – Attend church with your
family and friends.
Christmas Day – Wishing you and yours
blessings for this holiday and for the coming
New Year.
New Year’s Eve – It’s also ‘National Makeup
Your Mind Day’. Have a great holiday!
New Year’s Day – Can you believe it? 2019
has arrived!

District 7
Lorraine Schafer, Unit 211, New Leipzig
District 8
Ruby Johnson, Unit 71, Mott
District 9
Helen Allen, Unit 29, Watford City
Elaine L Benson, Unit 75, Crosby
Edith Engberg, Unit 75, Crosby
Vernice Johnson, Unit 37, Williston
Arlene E Olson, Unit 75, Crosby
Geraldine Smola, Unit 298, Ross
District 10
Grace Askerooth, Unit 84, Lidgerwood
Katherine Ciesynski, Unit 191, Gwinner
Dorothy Hermes, Unit 88, Hankinson
Caroline Kronberg, Unit 77, Forbes
Regina Nunn, Unit 148, Milnor
Lavelle Odegard, Unit 191, Gwinner
Department Unit 500
Lois M Gunness, Unit 500, Walcott
The cities listed are associated with the member’s Unit.
We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify the
Department Office of any errors so they may be corrected.

MILITARY MEMBERS
ASK ME A B OUT

MILITARY ON
THE MOVE

A Professional Limited Liability Partnership

• Accidents
• Wrongful Death/Injury Claims
• Defective Products
• Malpractice
• Criminal/DUI
• General
• Business/Corporate
• Divorce/Family Law
• Real Estate
• Trials
• Trusts/Wills/Estates/Probate

Craig E. Johnson, Steven D. Mottinger
Jay Greenwood, Jared Hines

15 South 9th Street • Fargo, ND

(701) 235-7501

Pre-Registration - 2019 Winter Conference Due Date is January 9, 2019.
Registrations received after January 9, 2019 will be held for on-site registration.
Banquet tickets will increase $5.00 after January 9, 2019
Meetings – January 25-27, 2019 Grand International Inn, Minot, ND (701-852-3161)

Member Name

Registration

Department President’s Reception /
Luncheon (Chicken Salad/Croissant)
Friday, January 25, 2019 – Noon
$15.00

Banquet Tickets
Saturday, January 26, 2018
$30.00 - $5 increase after 1/9/19
Chicken / Shrimp
Sirloin Steak
Piccata $30.00
$30.00

$10.00
$10.00
$10.00

Total Amount

Business meeting
with a view.
Trust us; your employees will appreciate
the change of scenery.

$10.00
$10.00
Total Amount Enclosed

Please send this form along with payment to the
American Legion Auxiliary Department Office, 1801 23rd Ave N, Rm 113, Fargo, ND 58102-1047
Registrations received after January 9, 2019, will be held for on-site registration at Winter Conference.

To book your event contact Julie Frey
701.777.0836 | julief@theralph.com
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The New Leipzig American Legion BaeslerAchtenberg Post 211 and Auxiliary Unit 211 entered a
float in honor of our nation’s Centennial Celebration.
In 1947 when our first two soldiers were killed in
battle in WWII, our Auxiliary chartered and we then
joined the Legion in representing our nation and
worked proudly in supporting our school, community
and youth.
This Veteran’s Day, we will honor our Veterans
and host the four students who earned a trip to
Washington, DC, to present their US History reports
for National History Day. Monetary donations locally
made the trip possible for their fantastic experience.
The float took first place at our 48th Oktoberfest
Parade and riding the float is our Past Post Commander
Ernest Schafer and the Auxiliary Treasurer Lynn
Reimann. We’re proud of our years of service for our

country, community and youth.
Submitted by New Leipzig Legion Post 211 Post
Commander Rueben Pastian and Auxiliary Unit 211
President Jane Alt.
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Bottineau American Legion Post 42 donates
to the Soldier Program at Anne House.

Have You Paid Your 2019 Membership Dues?
Mandan Municipal

Airport

“Drive a LittLe to Save a Lot”

(701) 663-0669
(701) 391 1394
www.mandanairport.com
manager@mandanairport.com

Full line of genuine leather
Fashion coats and gloves
Pendleton coats and accessories

408 20th Avenue SE
Minot, ND
(701) 852-0722

For your safety and the safety
of others... call before you dig!
520 3rd ave SW, rugby, ND
800-537-7423
www.mjmcguirecompany.com

Hometown
Service
& Value
Across the State of North Dakota
in Minot, Devils Lake, Williston,
Jamestown, Grand Forks,
Grafton, and Watford City

otpco.com

It’s about balance
With hometown understanding of the people
and places we serve, we carefully balance
each decision we make with the impact it has
on our friends and neighbors.

Days Inn-Airport/FargoDome
1507 19th Avenue North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-0000
1401 S 33rd St, Fargo, ND
(701) 237-4120
3300 Hwy 10 E, Moorhead, MN
(218) 236-4910
755 33rd Ave. E, West Fargo, ND
(701) 281-6002

Mention Legion News 2018
for a 15% discount!
Closest Hotel to VA Hospital
Across from the Fargodome
VA & AARP Discounts Available
Park and Fly Packages
DaysInnFargo@yahoo.com
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I enjoyed my first trip with the traveling team, as we
traveled the state during the Fall District Meetings. I had the
opportunity to reconnect with old friends and meet many
new people. I found the experience to be very enlightening
as I noticed the many similarities and a few of the subtle
differences among the American Legion members in the
Department of North Dakota.
If there was anything that I found to be discouraging,
it was the fact that we have too many individual Posts that
are either already in dire circumstances or may soon be
unless steps are taken to reverse this progression. In order
to understand the negative impact of this growing trend
of Post closings, (which, by the way, is not unique to our
Department) we need to be aware of just how important
the Post is and how it fits into the overall mission of the
American Legion.
From the establishment of the American Legion 100
years ago, it was determined that our organization would
be primarily run as a bottom to top operation. In other
words, the individual Post would serve as the place where
the business of the American Legion would be initiated
and conducted. The framework was designed in such a
way that the County, District, Department and even the
National elements, plus those employed at those levels
along with the numerous committees and their members,
would have the ultimate responsibility to provide support
to each Post and its local community.
As stated in our Mission, “The American Legion’s
success depends entirely on active membership,
participation and volunteerism. The organization belongs
to the people it serves and the communities in which it
thrives.”
This can only be accomplished at the Post level. Our
commitment to support and educate our veterans and their
communities is the Post’s primary objective. We could
eliminate all of the Districts, Departments and even the
National organization and the American Legion would
still function although its overall effectiveness would be
somewhat degraded. It’s our combined strength that has

made us the leading veterans organization in history.
When you think of each individual working together
towards the success of their community Post and each Post
combining their efforts to form District, Department and
National structures in order to build an effective institution
that has survived and led the way for the needs of our
veterans for 100 years, how can you not feel the awesome
privilege that each of us has to be able to be a part of this
historic and amazing organization.
And yet, we struggle to do something as simple as
taking an active role in our community Post. We take for
granted that our Post will always be there as it has been
for the last century and that someone else will make sure
the basic functions will be taken care of because they’ve
always been taken care of. “As long as my dues are paid
up, I’ve done my part”.
Don’t get me wrong, we all are very appreciative of
everyone’s membership in the American Legion, but, if
you’re willing to give money to an organization that you
support, shouldn’t you also care about its survival and its
ability to continue its mission?
Today, I can name three Posts in North Dakota with
a combined membership of approximately 110 that are
either in the process or on the verge of closing. In each
case, there was only a very few (or in one case, just one)
Chapter members who were handling almost, if not all, of
the Posts duties. These individuals have either passed away
or have gotten too old to continue. Efforts have been made
to try to find someone, ANYONE, who can keep these
Posts alive. To date, nobody has shown a willingness to
step forward.
I know that when we were in the military, the unwritten
rule was to “Never Volunteer”, but the American Legion is
based on a culture of volunteerism. Much like our nation
called upon us during times of war, we in the American
Legion, are now making that plea to step up and support
your American Legion.
To those Posts that are still treading water and having
difficulty getting people to participate, you may need to

ask yourselves “Why?” It could be something as simple as
leadership. Does your Post foster a welcoming environment
or is it somewhat toxic? Is there a small cadre that does
everything and for whatever reason does not encourage
others to take part? As an individual, do you feel like you
are a part of your Post, or only important when it’s time
for membership renewal? Remember, it’s your Post too.
Rather than letting things continue to deteriorate, start to
attend meetings and become an active member. You may
not get total satisfaction, but I can assure you that nothing
will change by your absence.
In the military, we all learned to work together to
accomplish our missions. It didn’t matter if we had issues
with one another because our goal of completing the task
at hand outweighed our personal feelings. We must once
again have that mindset as we go about our business of
supporting our fellow veterans and communities.
Just imagine, if you will, what life would be like if the
American Legion ceased to exist. Who would be there to
advocate on behalf of us and our fellow veterans from a
government that too often fails to live up to the promises
made in exchange for our service? Who would be there
to teach the future generations the importance of honoring
our nation and the men and women who sacrificed so much
for us? Who would stand up and defend the symbols of
our freedom from those who would attack or disrespect
that which we hold so dear? Who would be there to offer
comfort and aid to those who took a solemn oath to protect
and defend our country along with their spouses and
children? This is just a tiny example of what the American
Legion stands for.
And it all begins with your Post, the very lifeblood of
the American Legion. In this 100th year, the timing couldn’t
be more perfect for each and every one of us to re-dedicate
ourselves to making an impact on the continuing mission
of the American Legion. Let this be the year the American
Legion rises up to once again take a prominent role as
America’s leading veterans organization.

Greetings,
I would like to take a bit of this valuable space and
introduce myself to you. I have been a pastor in Dickinson,
ND, for the past eight years and have been blessed to
serve with the honor guard of William C. Blair Post 144
in Belfield. My late father was a long time member of the
Legion and signed my brothers and me up as soon as we
were eligible. Between my Dad, my brothers and I we have
a combined 230 years of total membership.
My service time was spent with the US Navy on the
east coast with both ships and training command.
By the time this issue arrives in your home we will

have completed another election cycle. As a pastor and as a
veteran I find it painful to observe the animosity that comes
out during elections. My father was very active in local
politics when I was growing up and I do not remember
a time when he spoke of any candidate with the kind of
disrespect and venom which mark a lot of present-day
politics.
It would be good to remember that the Bible instructs
us to show reverence to all who are in authority and to
let no unwholesome word come forth from our mouths.
Remember, even if you didn’t vote for a particular
candidate, he or she IS your congressman(woman) or

senator. Our republic recognizes that the will of the people
is made known at the ballot box. Once elected, we have the
responsibility to show respect (while retaining the right to
disagree) to all who serve our state and country.
Each of us took an oath to protect and defend the
constitution of the United States. You and I still are
obligated to that oath. Be sure that you pass on to your
children and grandchildren your love for our country, your
respect for all who serve and have served our country and
your faith in the God who gave us the wonderful privilege
of being Americans. Do it with words, do it by example, or
both: but just do it.

EXPERIENCE
THE WORLD!

Freedom Banking
Beneﬁts for Our Military!

MAY 2019: MEMORIAL DAY ON THE BEACHES
OF NORMANDY, FRANCE

A picture of

SAFETY

Prices start at $39.99/mo.
Free Equipment, Installation
and Maintenance

Followed by Battle of the Bulge
sights in Belgium, plus Germany
with Remagan Bridge, Hitler’s
Eagle’s Nest, Dachau Concentration
Camp. Only $3,000! (This tour
priced out of Chicago O’Hare)

JULY, 2019: LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN
Visiting Iceland, Finland with Lapland

Western’s way of saying Thank You to
those who have served or are serving in
any branch of the United States Military.
• VIP Interest Bearing Checking Account
• FREE Western Checks
• NO ATM Fees
• FREE Identity Theft Protection
• FREE Online Banking
• FREE Mobile Banking
• Discounts on Consumer Loans & Home Loans

SEPTEMBER 2019:
DESTINATION TOUR OF SWITZERLAND
Includes Glacier Express across the Alps

SRT.com
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Tours designed and escorted by Vi Ranney,
Yankton, tour designer for GRHS.
For details call Vi at 605-665-3596 or e-mail:
viranney@vyn.midco.net. Everyone Welcome!

Fargo • West Fargo
701-356-9800 • 701-277-5003
www.westernbanks.com
*Automatic refund up to $20 per statement cycle. See bank for details. Member FDIC.
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KIDS SAY WHAT?
If you want to read a very enjoyable book, send Fifteen
dollars ($15) to LT ENTERTAINMENT, 5319 Country
Creek Dr., Bismarck, ND 58505. Any questions, call
“Santa” Arnie Havelka at 701-340-2965.
Being “Santa Claus” and visiting with over 10,000
kids each year at the Valley West Mall in West Des Moines
IA, I shared some of the children’s requests with my family.
Our daughter told me, “You should write a book and share
the stories with other people.
The book titled, KIDS SAY WHAT? will be
available 1 November 2018. Send Fifteen dollars to LT
ENTERTAINMENT, 5319 Country Creek Dr., Bismarck
ND 58503. Monies earned will support children care at
Sanford Health in Bismarck and Blanks Children Hospital
in Des Moines, IA.
Here is one of the stories… “Santa, can you get my
grandma a boyfriend?” I was a bit shocked, but I went
forward…. “do you think she would be happy with a
boyfriend?” “I think she would and I would really be
happy …” “WHY?” “My grandpa died, I miss my grandpa.
If grandma gets married, I will have a grandpa again.
Grandpa always gave me a big Christmas present.”

Fighting Pain and Addiction for Veterans
By: Robert Wilkie
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Last year, more than 130 Americans died each day from
a drug overdose involving an opioid. Veterans are twice as
likely to die of the same. But there is some good news: The
Department of Veterans Affairs is a recognized leader in pain
management and opioid safety, and its success in reducing
the use of opioids can be emulated by other health systems
through VA’s proven strategies.
Severe pain is 40 percent more common in veterans
compared to non-veterans. Nearly 60 percent of veterans who
have served in the Middle East and more than 50 percent of
older veterans live with some form of chronic pain.
I saw the effects of severe, chronic pain on my father
when he returned from Vietnam severely wounded and still
recovering after a year in military hospitals. Many veterans
like my father suffer chronic pain for the rest of their lives,
and the risk of suicide is particularly high among veterans and
others who face chronic pain.
Fortunately, VA has taken a multi-faceted approach called
the Opioid Safety Initiative to reduce the need for opioids.
Since its launch, the program managed a 45 percent reduction
in veteran patients receiving opioids from July 2012 to June
2018. That’s more than 300,000 fewer veterans on opioids.
The same program in the same months reduced veterans on
long-term opioid therapy by 51 percent and veterans on highdose opioid therapy by 66 percent.
In addition to systemwide oversight of prescribing of
opioids, the initiative has brought pharmacists and prescribers
together to educate one another on the problem of identifying
the best treatment for each veteran in pain.
Opioids have a place among treatment options. They
are powerful drugs that can be used to alleviate pain, and
any reduction in their use must be done carefully. Otherwise,
patients could be driven to crisis by both the effects of
withdrawal and ineffective pain management.
Decisions on the use of opioids must therefore take

a whole health approach to care, with the aim of not just
reducing opioids but also improving functioning by patients.
It takes time and attention from providers to have meaningful
conversations with patients about what their life goals are
and provide education about what they can reasonably expect
from treatment.
This approach uses the stepped care model based on a
continuum of care and incorporating professional support
and self-management through counseling and participation
in groups like Narcotics Anonymous. It also includes nonpharmacological pain treatment options like stress reduction,
yoga, tai chi, mindfulness, chiropractic care, nutrition,
acupuncture and health coaching, which may reduce reliance
on opioids without increasing pain or causing other health
problems.
Virtually all VA facilities have reduced prescriptions for
opioids. VA facilities in El Paso, TX, and Fayetteville, NC,
have managed the greatest reductions, cutting rates by 71
percent in El Paso and 69 percent in Fayetteville.
Rates for other VA facilities can be viewed online since
January, when VA became the first hospital system in the
country to begin posting its opioid prescribing rates online,
updating them twice yearly in January and July.
We expect even better management of pain medications
for veterans when VA and the Department of Defense roll
out their new integrated electronic health records. The new
records system will give health care providers a full picture of
patient medical history, enabling better treatment and better
clinical outcomes. It will also help us better identify veterans
at higher risk for opioid addiction and suicide, so health care
providers can intervene earlier and save lives.
We have also issued the lifesaving drug Naloxone to
more than 100,000 veterans to help prevent tragedies and
instituted patient risk assessments for overdose and suicide,
bringing the power of big-data analytics to bear through VA’s
Stratification Tool for Opioid Risk Mitigation, which puts
predictive analytics in the hands of providers and allows
effective collaboration of medical and mental care of veterans
at risk.
There is still more to learn and more to do, and a national
solution will require national collaboration. But President
Trump has said, “We can be the generation that ends the opioid
epidemic.” He is right about that. We can end the epidemic,
and VA is helping lead the way.

Page 13

Drop in Veterans’
Homelessness

The administration announced Thursday that the rate
of veterans’ homelessness has declined over the last year,
continuing a trend that began in 2010 during which it has
fallen by nearly half.
The latest annual Homeless Assessment Report from the
Housing and Urban Development Department found that the
number of homeless veterans decreased 5.4 percent since the
prior year.
In making the announcement, HUD Secretary Ben
Carson said, “We owe it to our nation’s veterans to make
certain they have place to call home.”
Sixty-four local communities and three states have
reported that they have effectively ended veterans’
homelessness, Carson said in a conference call with reporters.
He was joined by Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert
Wilkie, who said the decline is a direct result of the
cooperation between the federal and local governments.
“That really is the model for the way ahead,” he said.
More than 4,000 veterans have found permanent housing
since last year through the HUD Veterans Affairs Supporting
Housing Program, which provides rental assistance to
veterans.
Secretary Wilkie credited the VA MISSION Act, which
aims to improve veteran access to healthcare, for providing
the resources the department needs to combat the issue.
However, he said it is also necessary to address the issues
of opioid addiction and mental health, which he sees as
contributing factors to the veterans’ homelessness problem.

DONATION REQUEST
The Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee needs
your help! We are collecting items at the Winter Conference to
help us with our “Go-Bags” that we can send throughout the
state. We are breaking this down by Region. Each region will
have a “large” item and a “small” item to collect.
• West Region – wash cloths & razors (both men and
women)/shaving cream
• Central Region – black socks (both men and
women) & foot powder
• East Region – towels & baby wipes/deodorant
For the smaller items, we are looking for travel size items.
These items can be found at Walmart, Target, Kmart, or Dollar
Stores in the travel section. For the larger items, Walmart sells
towels for approximately $3 – this was the cheapest I could
find. Washcloths can be purchased at Target or Walmart in
bulk packages, and black socks can be purchased at Walmart
for approximately $8 for a 6 pack. Each of our bags receives
one item (except socks they receive 2 pairs if we are able).

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561
Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Soybeans and Corn
Independently Owned & Operated
1315 South Broadway, Minot, ND
(701) 838.1055 • redwing1@srt.com

Services Leadership

(701) 852-1491

Highway 13 West
Wahpeton
701-642-5300
The DuPont Oval Logo is a registered trademark of DuPont.
®, TM, SM Trademarks and service marks of Pioneer. © 2012 PHII. 12-2858

West Fargo
701-282-7338

Page 14

December 2018

Greetings from District 1!
I am hoping this finds everyone
well and enjoying the Holiday Season!
It hard to believe that it soon will be
2019, which means we really need
to work hard on membership, so we
can finish this Legion year strong!
Please let either myself or Todd Rikke,
Department Membership Chairman,
Michele Olson
1st District Cmdr know if you have any questions on how
to “bump up” membership in your post.
The District oratorical contests will be starting in
December. The First District oratorical contest will be held
Saturday, December 15 at 1:00 at the West Fargo VFW.
If you have a high school student in your community that
would like to be part of this contest, please let Dave Rice,
District Oratorical Chairman, know.
District 1 had a pretty good turnout for the Fall District
Meeting in September. Thank you again to Buffalo Post 10
for hosting! Stay tuned for some new and exciting changes
taking place for the Spring District Meetings!
Myself and the First District Vice Commander, Ben
Bush, have been out visiting several posts this fall and
winter. It has been very enjoyable meeting Legion members
from various posts in our district. If you would like us to
attend your post meeting, please let me know. We would
love to come see you!
American Legion’s Centennial is in full swing! If your
post has already sponsored an activity to commemorate the
Centennial, thank you! I hope you took a lot of pictures and
sent them to the Department Office so they can be published
in our quarterly paper! If your post has not sponsored a
Centennial event yet, please consider doing something.
This is OUR Centennial and we need to CELEBRATE!
Enjoy the Holiday Season with your families, and
please remember those military men and women who are
away from their families and loved ones this time of year.
For God and Country

1st District Fall Meeting was held in Buffalo, ND, on September
28, 2018. Pictured are the Department officers that attended.
Pictured left to right: Wayne Satrom, Boys State Exec. Dir., Ron
Matthews, Dept. Adj., Michele Olson, 1st District Cmdr, Kenny
Wiederholt, Dept Cmdr-elect, Todd Rikke, Dept Membership
Chair, Glenn Wahus, Dept. Cmdr and Ben Bush, 1st District
Vice-Cmdr.

Greetings from District 2,
Happy belated Veteran’s Day 2018.
For every single man or woman who
has donned a U.S. military uniform,
by virtue of your service and sacrifice,
November 11th is your day to stand
tall and be recognized by a grateful
nation. On behalf of 2nd District Vice
Commander Paul Daley and I, THANK
Clarance Carroll III
nd
2 District Cmdr YOU!
It was truly my honor and pleasure
to speak in Grafton in the afternoon and Pekin in the
evening on Veteran’s Day. Thank you again to Post 41 and
Post 182 leadership for inviting me. A special thanks to Jack
DeSautel and Marlo Quam for arranging and coordinating
all aspects of my visit. I was sincerely impressed with the
outpouring of love the community has for the local posts
and The American Legion as a whole. I was reminded
how special it is to be a part of an organization comprised
solely of Veterans. With that in mind, we must make every
effort to continue to be relevant in our communities. I
challenge all of us to continue to be ambassadors of our
respective services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps,
Coast Guard) and come together often to ensure we remain
visible and relevant to receive and welcome new Veterans
into our fold. Without that as our mission and purpose, we
WILL die as an organization. Who will carry the mantle for
future Veterans returning from the longest war in American
history? Who will lobby and fight for them on Capitol Hill
to ensure they get the benefits they were promised and the
compensation they deserve for serving selflessly. If not us,
the largest Veteran organization, than who?
I am proud of the hard and continuous work the
Posts in our District are doing. Please continue to invite
Paul and I to any and all events you would like District
representation at. We love to get out and meet those with
“boots on the ground” impacting our organization. KEEP
UP THE GOOD WORK!
Also, please don’t forget we are still looking for a
candidate for District 2 Vice Commander for 2019-2020.
If you have someone interested, please have him or her
contact myself or Paul Daley at (701) 360-1851 with any
questions.
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District Reports

Greetings from District 3,
With the Fall District meetings over,
we now look towards planning for the
Spring District meetings. Those who
attended the Fall meeting know we are
meeting at Camp Grafton in Devils Lake
only this time it will be a Central Region
Meeting with Districts 3, 4, and 5. This
is a change from the past, but it should
Troy Reemtsma
3rd District Cmdr be exciting as District Vice Commander
Bryce has a lot of activities planned so we
all leave Camp Grafton with more Legion knowledge.
Helmets for Hero’s are available for distribution, let me
know if you need any Helmets. I have 4 more to pass out to
the posts within my district.
Fall has come and gone in quite a hurry this year. In
December, I plan on visiting some of your posts. I will be in
Rugby on 12 November for their Veteran’s Day program. We
visited Devils Lake Post #24 in early October (mainly to steal
the traveling trophy) but also to see how their post operates
and how I can improve our posts.
As we travel this next year, we would like to know what
you have going on. Bryce has set up a Facebook page for the
Third District so send him an email, so he can get you set
up. Our goal is to visit every post or at least try to. If your
post doesn’t meet, I would still like to stop and see you over
a cup of coffee.
This will be a busy year for all with the 100th
Anniversaries of the Legion and of many Posts within the
District. If your Post is planning on a celebration, let us know
so we can try and plan to attend.
Now is the time to work on getting your members
renewed. As a Post Adjutant, I know it can be a busy and hard
time trying to get a hold of everybody to ensure their dues are
paid. But it is a good time to get your face in the public and
see if you can draw some attention to yourself and try and
recruit a few new members.
In closing, I am excited for what the new year will bring
for Vice-Commander Bryce and myself as your new 3rd
District Leadership. If there is anything we can help with,
don’t hesitate to call or email us.
Greetings from District 4,
I am slowly on the mend after
cancer surgery at our wonderful VAMC
in Fargo. They believe they have gotten
it early and all and no further treatment
is required at this time. I want to thank
Vice commander Marjorie Moya and
her husband Joe for stepping up for me!
Again, we are at the crucial point
LaDon Smith Jr.
4th District Cmdr for membership. I am at a loss as to
what needs to be done to get our posts
excited and get back in the groove with meetings, honors
for our veterans and volunteering. We need your help.
Thank you to all the businesses and posts who held
celebrations to honor veterans on Veteran’s Day. It is truly
an honor to have served and thank you all for your service
to America.
Greetings from District 5,
This time of the year is a busy
time for everyone. We celebrated and
honored all past and present US Military
Members on November 11 with
numerous dinners and ceremonies. We
shared a Thanksgiving meal with those
that we love and expressed our thanks
for everything that we have been blessed
Jared Klempel
with. Last but not least we celebrate
th
5 District Cmdr
Christmas and the end of another year.
If your post is doing anything special to celebrate Christmas
and/or New Years, please share with everyone that you can.
Let us continue to remember those that are overseas that
are not able to celebrate these great holidays with their loved
ones.
I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
blessed new year!
Greetings from District 6,
Hope this finds you all doing well
and hopefully by the time you read this,
those in your area if not yourselves,
are finished with this year’s harvest. It
has been a crazy fall and for many very
stressful. Please if you find yourself or
notice others suffering from depression,
Heather Thompson seek out help.
District meetings are now over.
6th District Cmdr
While it is nice to see all of you, I
understand we need to work a little harder at getting better
attendance. I would love to hear your thoughts on this. We
are busy gearing up for Oratorical contests and then the
Winter Convention. Hopefully you are working on your
Post Oratorical contests. If you have questions let me know
and I will work to find you the answers.
I am hoping to get around to see a lot of you this
winter, so contact me via email or my cell phone to make
arrangements. As we celebrate 100 years of the American
Legion keep in mind that many of your posts will also be
celebrating this milestone and see what you can do to mark
this memorable occasion.
And as always be diligently working towards new
members but don’t leave your current ones by the wayside,
always a delicate balance.

Greetings from District 8,
It’s that time of year to once again
congratulate everyone in District 8. All
posts have either met, exceeded or I am
certain will have meet our membership
goals for November 13th. Kudos to all.
The effort that all officers and members
have been putting in to increase both
George Petermann Post and District membership has not
8th District Cmdr gone unnoticed.
Any Post Commander who achieves
a membership of 90% before January 1st will receive a $10
Wal-Mart gift card and my sincere thanks for a job well
done.
I am issuing a District-wide Helmets for Heroes
challenge. I will be sending each Post a Helmet and
instructions. Let’s go, Mighty 8th.
It was my distinct honor to attend Belfield’s Post
Meeting on September 18 to present Legionnaire Pete
Malkowski with his Quilt of Valor. This is a quilt that is
handmade and presented “to cover service members and
veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts
of Valor”. More information may be found at www.qovf.
org. Congratulations, Pete! Thank you for your service.
Thank you to all members of District 8, may all your
holidays be merry and bright!!
Greetings from District 9,
Where has the time gone already?
Summer slipped away and I think Fall
skipped us and went straight into winter.
Now the holidays are fast approaching.
I would like to start out by thanking
the Posts and members that attended
our fall district meeting in Williston. It
is nice to be able to get together, renew
Dan Brown
old friendships and form new ones.
9th District Cmdr
I had the pleasure of being invited
to Genora Post 116 for their fall dinner. My wife and I
appreciated the warm welcome we received. The meal and
turnout was fantastic. I hope I will have the pleasure of
dining with these ladies and gentlemen again in the future.
On Veterans Day, Williston’s Post 37, had the State
Commander, Glenn Wahus, as the guest speaker. We would
like to thank the Commander for taking time to address all
that attended. Afterwards the Post hosted a Community
Dinner at the First Lutheran Church where they fed over
140 people. I am sure there were many more celebrations
throughout the District. If you have pictures, please submit
them and let us know what your posts have done.
Be sure to mark your calendars for the 2019 Winter
Conference in Minot on January 25-27, it will be upon us
before you know it. Plan on attending if you can. We will
enjoy all the company that attends.
If anyone in the District has questions or would like
some training on the online membership renewal process,
please contact me at willisonlegion@yahoo.com we
can schedule a time to meet and go over it. For myself, I
absolutely love this new membership processing as it is so
simple, convenient and fast. Also, within “mylegion” is a
revitalization folder that can help send out letters to post
500 members and members that may be a year behind. It
produces a form letter that you can personalize and send
out.
Enjoy your holidays, love your families and keep your
armed forces brothers and sisters in your thoughts and
prayers.
Greetings from District 10,
I am still awaiting surgery which
is now scheduled for 5 December. I
am still hopefully going to get out and
about after this surgery. By the way, I
encourage everyone to get and maintain
a relationship with a primary care
provider. It will pay big dividends, I
guarantee it.
Tom Manley
th
I did attend Veteran’s Day
10 District Cmdr
ceremonies in Fairmount, ND, and
would like to thank everyone involved for their hospitality
and interesting stories.
If you haven’t gotten a Helmet from headquarters,
please contact them and let’s start collecting money.
We are still in need of a vice commander so if anyone
has a suggestion, please let us know.
Happy Holidays to all and I hope to see you soon.

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138

Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Bismarck - Post #1
Wetzel, Kurt........................................ Unknown DOD
Dickinson – Post #3
Bogner, Walter.......................................... 10/02/2017
Hillsboro – Post #4
Miller, Davey............................................. 06/04/2016
Grand Forks – Post #6
Davis, John............................................... 10/31/2018
Evans, Harold........................................... 10/29/2018
Rovelstad, Homer..................................... 09/29/2018
Sorteberg, David...................................... 11/04/2018
Whicker, Stanley....................................... 08/20/2018
Lisbon – Post #7
Olson, Ernest...................................... Unknown DOD
Skold, James...................................... Unknown DOD
Mayville – Post #8
Gotteberg, John....................................... 06/02/2018
Cavalier – Post #11
Gregory, Oliver Jr................................ Unknown DOD
Jamestown – Post #14
Mathias, Roger......................................... 08/25/2018
Casselton – Post #15
Swegarden, Joe................................. Unknown DOD
Hope – Post #18
Stromberg, Warren................................... 08/18/2018
LaMoure – Post #19
Lommen, Alan.......................................... 10/24/2018
Wahpeton – Post #20
Schmitz, Duane........................................ 10/17/2018
Worner, James.......................................... 10/22/2018
Lakota – Post #21
Brandt, Roger..................................... Unknown DOD
Westensee, Warren............................. Unknown DOD
Rugby – Post #23
Grieb, Lyle................................................ 11/09/2018
Halvorson, Malcolm.................................. 11/29/2017
Minette, Raymond.................................... 09/18/2018
Minot – Post #26
Berg, Glenneys.............................................. 07/2018
Brown, Orris Sr......................................... 12/23/2017
Curry, William........................................... 06/14/2018
Erickson, Kenneth.................................... 05/24/2018
Fahn, John................................................ 10/06/2018
Hendershot, Jerald................................... 06/14/2018
Jensen, James......................................... 08/27/2018
Johnson, Ken........................................... 10/17/2018
Kihle, Norbert........................................... 10/11/2018
Korgel, Lenhart......................................... 07/29/2018
Lang, Robert............................................. 09/19/2018
Nevland, Norman..................................... 08/07/2018
Vix, Lando................................................. 04/30/2018
Harvey – Post #28
Goetz, Dennis........................................... 08/22/2018
Watford City – Post #29
Brenna, Clayton.................................. Unknown DOD
Frisinger, Dennis................................. Unknown DOD
Garman, Jerome................................. Unknown DOD
Drake – Post #32
Hornbacher, Alan...................................... 10/20/2018
Oakes – Post #36
Setterlund, Kermit.............................. Unknown DOD
Williston – Post #37
Archer, Grant...................................... Unknown DOD
Ellefson, Keith..................................... Unknown DOD
Hendrickson, Arlo............................... Unknown DOD
Johnson, Bob..................................... Unknown DOD
Jorgerson, Elmer................................ Unknown DOD
Kihle, Lloyd......................................... Unknown DOD
Laqua, Francis.................................... Unknown DOD
Mannie, Glenn.................................... Unknown DOD
McCoy, Franklin.................................. Unknown DOD
Moline, Dale........................................ Unknown DOD
Mosby, Charles................................... Unknown DOD
Neiss, Henry....................................... Unknown DOD

Ask about our military discount!
www.gooseneckimp.com

Nichol, M J......................................... Unknown DOD
Oksol, Carl.......................................... Unknown DOD
Papineau, Lloyd.................................. Unknown DOD
Ranum, Donald................................... Unknown DOD
Snyder, Charles.................................. Unknown DOD
Walstad, Donald................................. Unknown DOD
Velva – Post #39
Bodine, Robert......................................... 09/22/2018
Ellison, Ivan.............................................. 10/05/2018
Hazel, Robert............................................ 09/09/2018
Mandan – Post #40
Flynn, Francis..................................... Unknown DOD
Grafton – Post #41
Dietz, Edward........................................... 11/14/2018
Bottineau – Post #42
Lahr, Everett....................................... Unknown DOD
Garrison – Post #49
Erickson, Ronald...................................... 08/22/2018
Reeder – Post #51
Anderson, Terry.................................. Unknown DOD
Mohall – Post #52
Whetter, Robert.................................. Unknown DOD
Ashley – Post #53
Wishek, Max....................................... Unknown DOD
Linton – Post #54
Baumgartner, Anton Jr.............................. 10/14/2018
Haveman, John........................................ 08/17/2018
Valley City – Post #60
Farrelly, Peter............................................ 07/15/2018
Miller, Maurice.......................................... 10/13/2018
Spitzer, Edwin........................................... 09/15/2018
Wolfgram, Virgil........................................ 10/08/2018
Walhalla – Post #62
Haavig, Neland................................... Unknown DOD
Kenmare – Post #64
Lautenschlager, Harley....................... Unknown DOD
New England – Post #66
Nygaard, Brian.......................................... 10/21/2017
Flasher – Post #69
Gustin, Paul........................................ Unknown DOD
Hatton – Post #70
Berge, Donald..................................... Unknown DOD
Napoleon – Post #72
Essig, Duane...................................... Unknown DOD
Freier, Lonnie...................................... Unknown DOD
Crosby – Post #75
Joyce, William.................................... Unknown DOD
Cando – Post #79
Billings, Dan.............................................. 07/13/2018
Haugen, Kent...................................... Unknown DOD
Hoffert, LeRoy.......................................... 09/29/2018
Hankinson – Post #88
Hermes, Frank.......................................... 10/23/2018
Lingen, Nicholas....................................... 10/06/2018
Langdon – Post #98
Kartes, Lawrence...................................... 08/03/2018
Hebron – Post #100
Kinnischtzke, Norbert......................... Unknown DOD
Leeds – Post #101
Stave, Nelson..................................... Unknown DOD
Thompson, George............................ Unknown DOD
Violett, Henry...................................... Unknown DOD
Havana – Post #108
O’Brien, William.................................. Unknown DOD
Grenora – Post #116
Johnson, Arnold................................. Unknown DOD
Quarne, Donavon....................................... 12/02/217
Parshall – Post #121
Ihle, Camillus...................................... Unknown DOD
McClusky – Post #124
Lauer, Melvin...................................... Unknown DOD
Abercrombie – Post #128
Krump, Gerald.......................................... 09/17/2018

Cell: (701) 269-6070
Fax: (701) 252-6612
david@glinzfarm.com

Glinz Farm
2147 77th Ave SE, Highway 281
Pingree, ND 58476

Stanley – Post #134
Rugland, Gordon................................ Unknown DOD
Tioga – Post #139
Evers, Douglas................................... Unknown DOD
Kamp, Neil.......................................... Unknown DOD
Ulven, David....................................... Unknown DOD
Solen – Post # 142
Buck, Walter....................................... Unknown DOD
Belfield – Post #144
Haag, Martin ............................................ 10/24/2018
Stelmachuk, Ray...................................... 11/03/2018
Park River – Post #147
Flanagan, Richard.................................... 09/20/2018
Wyndmere – Post #153
Quam, Ken............................................... 08/29/2018
Lankin – Post #157
Hall, Gordon............................................. 10/11/2018
Osnabrock – Post #164
Petterson, Orval.................................. Unknown DOD
Walcott – Post #166
Carlson, Clarence............................... Unknown DOD
Berthold – Post #171
Gatham, George................................. Unknown DOD
Rhame – Post #188
Carlson, Gregory................................ Unknown DOD
Hazen – Post #189
Grunett, Edward..................................... 11/030/2018
Gwinner – Post #191
Hoiland, Curt............................................ 08/18/2018
Edmore – Post #193
Dahlen, George........................................ 08/14/2018
Minto – Post #201
Walski, James........................................... 10/01/2018
Pisek – Post #208
Bina, Benedict.......................................... 11/14/2018
New Leipzig – Post #211
Gruebele, Edmund............................. Unknown DOD
Tappen – Post #212
Slaughter, Delane............................... Unknown DOD
Makoti – Post #230
Nelson, Kent....................................... Unknown DOD
Adams – Post #237
Lofthus, Ordean........................................ 06/04/2018
Neche – Post #242
Bartron, Kenneth................................ Unknown DOD
Freeman, Ralph.................................. Unknown DOD
Symington, David............................... Unknown DOD
Noonan – Post #243
Gunlock, Merle................................... Unknown DOD
Johnson, Clarence............................. Unknown DOD
Petersburg – Post #247
Schneider, Dan................................... Unknown DOD
Gackle – Post #250
Bentz, Raymond....................................... 07/23/2018
Belcourt – Post #262
McCloud, Richard Sr.......................... Unknown DOD
Streeter – Post #265
Nelson, Lawrence..................................... 10/31/2018
Hampden – Post #266
Logie, Donald........................................... 08/23/2018
Upham – Post #269
Kaylor, Joseph.......................................... 10/30/2018
Harwood – Post #297
Hansen, Edwin......................................... 01/08/2018
Manvel – Post #299
Behr, Eugene............................................ 09/27/2018
Halvorson, Doug....................................... 02/26/2017
Newburg – Post #302
Smette, Gordon.................................. Unknown DOD
Sibley – Post #307
Webber, Walter George................................. 09/2018
Post #500
Erwin, William........................................... 07/18/2018
Holmstrom, Charles.................................. 08/14/2014

Guaranteeing
you the
maximum
tax refund.

600 20th Ave SW, Minot, North Dakota

(701) 839-7300
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American Legion Department of ND
Winter Conference Schedule
Minot Grand Hotel
701-852-3161

Thursday, January 24, 2019
11:00 am
7:00 pm

DEC Meeting
Foundation

Friday, January 25, 2019
8:00 am
1:00 pm
1:00 pm

Legion College
Legislative Committee Meeting
District Vice Commanders Meet with
Commander-Elect
Registration (until 7:00 pm) – Lobby
Americanism/Children and Youth Committee
Meeting
History Committee
Dist and Regional Officers Meet with Cmdr
Legion Riders Meeting
Centennial Committee Meeting
M&PA Committee Meeting
VA&R Committee Meeting
Delegate Selection Committee Meeting
Oratorical Committee Meeting
40 et 8 Grand Cheminot Meeting
Joint Opening Session

2:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

QUALITY ON TAP

Saturday, January 26, 2019
7:00 am
7:00 am
8:00 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
8:00 pm

SAL Meeting
Athletic Committee Meeting
Registration (until Noon)
Legion Session
Legionnaire’s Round Table Discussion
VA&R Breakout Session
Boys State Committee
Membership Training Program
Programs Joint Session
High School Oratorical Contest Finals
Regional Meetings
Winter Conference Banquet Social
Winter Conference Banquet
Dance

Sunday, January 27, 2019
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

National Guard and Reserve Committee Meeting
Press Association Committee
Post Service Officers
Joint Memorial Service – Grand Ballroom

LOCAL # 701-281-0521
WATS # 800-726-7612
FAX # 701-281-1203
P.O. Box 2147
Fargo, ND 58107-2147

Serving Rural Residents of Stutsman, Foster,
Logan, Griggs and LaMoure Counties

1812 Hwy. 281 North, Jamestown, ND 58401

(701) 252-7727

srwdistrict@daktel.com

TED’S NORTHPORT TESORO
2740 North Broadway • Northport Shopping Center
Fargo, North Dakota 58102

(701) 232-8304

2019 Winter Conference Registration
January 25-27, 2019 at the Minot Grand Hotel

Please note the price of the banquet tickets increases by $5 after January 9, 2019. A limited number of tickets are available at
the registration desk on a first come first serve basis. Preregistration forms will not be accepted after January 9th and you
will be required to register at the Winter Conference.

Post/Squadron Location ______________________ Post/Squad # _________ District # _________

18 Holes • Pro Shop

Winter Conference Legion/SAL Registration Fee: $25
Preregistration Advanced Banquet Ticket Price: $30

Member Name ___________________________________

Banquet Ticket Price after January 9th: $35

Chicken and Shrimp Piccata

#______ x $30 = $_________

Center Cut Top-Sirloin Steak

#______ x $30 = $_________

(Cutoff for Preregistered Advanced Tickets Discount is 1/9/19)

Banquet Menu Options
Chicken and Shrimp Piccata

A grilled chicken breast served with two sautéed tiger prawns in a white
zinfandel cream sauce.

7101 County Road 15 West, Minot, ND
(701) 858-0312 Pro Shop
(701) 852-5502 Bar/Grille
PGA Professional Practice Range
Cart & Club Rentals • Golf Lessons • Full Bar/Grille

25____

Registration Fee $25

=$

Total Due

$_________

Center Cut Top-Sirloin Steak (6oz)

Broiled and seasoned, served with buttered mushrooms and onions.

Member Name ___________________________________
Please mail the registration form and payment to
ND American Legion
405 West Main Ave Suite 4-A
West Fargo, ND 58078
PLEASE DO NOT MAIL WITH SWEEPSTAKES

Chicken and Shrimp Piccata

#______ x $30 = $_________

Top-Sirloin Steak

#______ x $30 = $_________
25____

Registration Fee $25

=$

Total Due

$_________

Total Amount Enclosed $________

For Quality, Affordability & Location,
call 701-293-RENT
3003 32nd Ave SW, Suite 280
Fargo, ND 58103
www.valleyrental.net

