THE AMERICAN LEGION

Centennial Celebration
Treumann-Webb-Phelps Grand Forks American
Legion Post 6 is honored to partner with the Department
of North Dakota American Legion to provide multiple
opportunities to celebrate our Centennial Anniversary
during the upcoming Department Convention in Grand
Forks June 27 – 30, 2019. American Legion Post 6 urge
attendees to register/pay for this event early to avoid
the late rush experienced back in 2015 (to purchase last
minute tickets) and the resulting disappointment when
the tickets were sold out. Post 6 is working with the
Greater Grand Forks Convention and Visitors Bureau
to secure an on-line registration and banquet ticket
sales option to pay with a credit card and therefore
precluding the requirement of mailing in individual
checks (NOTE: Each Post still must mail in their list
of Delegates and Alternates). As far as the specifics
of this Department-sponsored celebration, Centennial
Celebration Co-chairs DEC Chairwoman Meier and
Past Department Commander Kilen are finalizing their
options.
The main Centennial Celebration is Communitybased on Saturday, June 29th to showcase our Four
Pillars—Veterans
Administration/Rehabilitation,
National Security, Americanism and Children and
Youth. The events include a parade, outdoor displays,

indoor information booths, youth activities, American
Legion Baseball exhibition game and a family
friendly movie. Participants in the parade include the
Legion Riders, Green Knights, Grand Forks Military
Vehicle Collectors Group, American Legion Baseball
Teams, the 1-88th Air Defense Artillery, Tactical Law
Enforcement Vehicles, Sons of the American Legion,
etc. The Department Executive Committee appointed
Eastern Region DEC Roger Sateren to coordinate the
Department’s support and participation in the parade.
The parade stages in Lincoln Drive Park at 8:00 am
and begins at 9:00 am and is 2.8 miles ending at
Williamson Park.
The Opening Ceremonies begin at Williamson
Park at 11:00 am. Following the ceremonies, the
Greater Grand Forks community (including the
National Guard and Grand Forks Air Force Base)
are providing public displays showcasing our Four
Pillars. Adjacent to Williamson Park is the Gambucci
Arena. Within this facility, community organizations
(supporting both the military and veterans) are staffing
information booths. This also includes Sparky the
Fire Dog and McGruff the Crime Dog. East Region
DEC Roger Sateren is coordinating the Department’s
support and participation for these venues. These

events will continue from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.
At 7:00 pm, the Grand Forks Park District is hosting
a family-friendly movie in the Gambucci Arena.
The American Legion Baseball exhibition games
begin at noon at Apollo Park. Currently we have six
teams that are participating. If you have a Baseball
Program and wish to showcase them during this
historic event (parade and on the field), please contact
Post 6 Commander Bob Greene, at Bob.NDAL@
yahoo.com. If enough teams register, we will also have
Home Run Derbies for the 19U and 17U. Members of
the Department Athletic Committee are staffing the
gates to welcome the baseball spectators.
Again, Treumann-Webb-Phelps Grand Forks
American Legion Post 6 is honored to host the
Department Convention and coordinate the Centennial
Celebration for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to promote The American Legion. We encourage
members of the Legion Family to support these events
and engage with the public on Saturday to market and
promote our missions.
ROBERT E. GREENE, Post Commander
Treumann-Webb Phelps Grand Forks American Legion
Post 6

ND American Legion Oratorical Contest

Jerry Samuelson, Dept Oratorical Chairman, Madison
Barndt and Glenn Wahus, Department Commander

Madison Barndt Dickinson High School student and
sponsored by Dickinson Post #3, was named the North
Dakota American Legion Oratorical Champion following
the 2019 State Contest on January 26th at The American
Legion’s Winter Conference in Minot.
The purpose of The American Legion’s High School
Oratorical Contest is to develop a deeper knowledge and
appreciation of the Constitution of the United States on
the part of high school students. Objectives of the contest
include the development of leadership qualities, the
ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the
preparation for acceptance of the duties and responsibilities,
the rights and privileges of American citizenship.
State Champion Madison received a $250 cash
scholarship provided by the ND American Legion, a
$175 Cash Scholarship Award from the Sam Tolchinsky
Endowment Fund, administered by the ND Community
Foundation, and the C.W. Leifur Traveling Trophy, which
will remain on display at her school until next year’s
contest. She had previously won a $300 Cash Award from
the ND American Legion and a desk set as the 1st Place
Western Division Champion along with a $300 Cash
Award from the Chuck Schroeder Memorial Oratorical
Fund for winning the 8th District Contest.
Madison moves on to the National Contest, which
will be held in Indianapolis, IN, April 5-7, 2019. Top
winners from all states will come together at one site for
competition. Madison will receive a $1,500 Scholarship
for competing in the first round of the National Contest. If
she wins the first round, she will advance to and participate
in the second round and will receive an additional $1,500

scholarship if eliminated or if she advances to the National
Cash Awards of $300 for First, $200 for Second and $100
Finals, she will win either $14,000 - $16,000 or $18,000
for Third. This year $4,950 in Cash Awards was earned
in scholarships. Madison is the daughter of Brandon and
by the winners of The American Legion High School
Renee Barndt.
Oratorical Contest in North Dakota.
Second Place went to David Crain and was sponsored
by Alexander Post #94. David is a Freshman and is
2nd District 1st Place, Julia Sveen, Edinburg - Junior;
homeschooled through the Rough Rider Academy. He
2nd Place, Brooke Shirek, Park River – Junior;
will receive $200 from the ND American Legion and $125
3rd Place, Destinee Hahn, Park River - Junior.
from the Sam Tolchinsky Endowment Fund for Second
4th District 1st Place, Destiny Stedman, Carrington - Senior;
Place to go along with the $300 Cash Award from the
2nd Place, Kaylee Weninger, Carrington – Senior;
Chuck Schroeder Memorial Oratorical Fund for winning
3rd Place, Laurie Struxness, Carrington - Junior.
the 9th District Contest. David is the son of Donny and
5th District 1st Place, Hunter Baer, Garrison - Senior;
Cheryl Crain.
Hunter Baer, a Senior at Garrison High School, he will
2nd Place, Evan Hermanson, Bismarck – Junior.
receive a $150 cash scholarship from the North Dakota
7th District 1st Place Steven Bryant, New Leipzig – Senior;
American Legion and $50 from the Kennelly Scholarship
2nd Place, Alex Botz, Carson – Junior.
Award for finishing Third at State. As the 5th District winner
8th District 1st Place, Madison Barndt, Dickinson, – Junior;
he received a $300 Cash Award from the Chuck Schroeder
2nd Place, Eve Stegner, Amidon - Senior;
Memorial Oratorical Fund. Hunter finished Second in the
3rd Place, Emma Dazell, Dickinson, ND – Sophomore.
Western Division Contest and earned a $200 Cash Award
9th District 1st Place, David Crain, Beach - Freshman;
from the ND American Legion and a desk pen set. Hunter
2nd Place, Cauy Hartel, Waford City – Senior;
is the son of Kenneth and Kathy Baer.
Destiny Stedman, a Senior from Carrington High
3rd Place, Mia Diiorio, Williston – Freshman.
School finished in Fourth
Place at the State Contest.
She will take home a $100
Cash Award from the North
Dakota American Legion
for the State Contest and
$300 Cash Award from
the Chuck Schroeder
Memorial Oratorical Fund
for winning the 4th District
Contest. Destiny is the
daughter of Mitch and Dee
Stedman.
The North Dakota
American Legion provides
for the Cash Awards
earned at the Divisional
Contests. Cash won at
the District level contests
come from the Chuck
Schroeder
Memorial
Oratorical Contest Fund Pictured from left to right: Department Oratorical Contest Chairman Jerry Samuelson,
now administered by the 1st Place Madison Barndt, Dickinson, 2nd Place David Crain, Beach, 3rd Place
ND American Legion. Hunter Baer, Garrison, 4th Place Destiny Stedman, Carrington and American Legion
District winners receive Department Commander Glenn Wahus.
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North Dakota Legion News

Legionnaire
of the Year

Distinguished
Service Award

Firefighter of the
Year Selected

Nominated by Matthew
Brew Post #3 of Dickinson,
Stanley Davis, Sr. has been
selected for the 2018 recipient
of the Legionnaire of the Year
Award by the ND American
Legion. Legionnaire Stanley
has six continuous years
of service with Post #3 of
Dickinson.
Stanley grew up in
Syracuse, New York. During
high school, he went to
Stanley Davis, Sr.
BOCES Vocational School
earning certificates in auto mechanics and home improvement
and he graduated from Cisero High School. Stanley currently
is a truck driver.
Stanley joined the Army on a split option in 1980. He
attended Basic Training at Ft. Jackson, SC and attend AIT
at Red Stone Arsenal, AL, in ammunition truck driving and
warehousing being trained to store and transport ammo.
He was stationed at Ft. Drum in Watertown, NY, and was
discharged honorably in 1988 as a Staff Sgt (E-5).
Post #3 selected Stanley to be Legionnaire of the Year
based on his service to the Legion and community. Stanley
recently served as Post 3 Commander for three years and
currently serves as 2nd Vice Commander and Fundraising
Chairman. He has also been instrumental in resurrecting
Squadron #3 of the Sons of the Legion taking on a
leadership role. Stanley is active in several other community
organizations. He has been a volunteer for the Best Friends
Mentoring Program, visits local nursing homes and works
closely with the Scout Venture Crew 121.
Stanley will be recognized during the American Legion’s
Department Convention which is being held this June 27-30,
2019, in Grand Forks, ND, at the Alerus Center.

Nominated by Matthew
Brew
American
Legion
Post #3, Eugene (Gene)
Robinson has been selected
posthumously for the North
Dakota American Legion
2019 Distinguished Service
Award of the Year. Gene was
an active member of Post #3
and the community.
Gene grew up in Dayton,
OH, and moved to Dickinson
where he attended Dickinson
Eugene Robinson
High School.
Gene enlisted in the National Guard and started his
military career. Two years later he was off to the Navy where
he served during the Korean War. After the Navy, six years
later he was back in the National Guard for another 21-year
stint retiring as a 1st SGT. His proudest military moment
occurred when he was awarded the Valley Forge Cross, the
highest military award which can be received in peacetime
by the National Guard Association. Gene later rejoined the
Army Reserve for another seven years. He finally retired
with 28 total years of military service as a Sergeant Major
(E-9).
Gene was a member of the American Legion for
66 years. He was the driving force for the Stark County
Veterans Memorial Association as a board member. His
retirement highlight was seeing the completion of the
Veterans Memorial and the Stark county Veteran’s Pavilion
in Dickinson.
The Distinguished Service Award will be presented
to Kurt Robinson, the son of Eugene Robinson, during the
annual Department Convention which is being held June 2730, 2019, in Grand Forks, ND at the Alerus Center.

Nominated
by
the
Dickinson American Legion
Post #3, Debora Barros of the
Dickinson Fire Department,
was selected for the North
Dakota American Legion
2018 Firefighter of the Year
by the ND American Legion at
the recent Winter Conference
in Minot.
Debora Barros has been
a part of the Dickinson Fire
Department for 33 years
Debora Barros
beginning as a Fire Prevention
Education Officer in 1985. She began fire suppression duties
in March of 1993 and held the position of Captain of Rescue
2 from 2010-2016. Debora progressed to Fire Prevention
Specialist and Fire Marshal. She is currently the Assistant
Fire Chief and is responsible for department training, safety
and health.
Assistant Chief Barros is a ND State certified Firefighter
II, Nationally Registered EMT, CPR and First Aid Instructor
and ND Fire Service Instructor. She has held the position of
Sec/Treas of the ND Fire Prevention Association and is a
past board member of the ND Chapter of the International
Association of Arson Investigators.
Assistant Fire Chief Barros is always willing to mentor a
new member as they work through their certification training
and it is not unusual to find her giving extra assistance to
someone that may be struggling. Barros will be recognized
during the Annual Firefighter Convention on May 30-June
1, 2019, at the Rough Rider Center in Watford City.

Koniecki Named “RAY ATOL” Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year

Nominated by LaVern J. Thompson American Legion
Post #11 of Cavalier, ND, Technical Sergeant Matthew
Koniecki, has been selected for the 2018 Ray Atol Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year Award, by the North Dakota
American Legion.
Technical Sergeant Koniecki is currently with the 10th
Space Warning Squadron at the Cavalier Air Force Station
in Cavalier. Koniecki is a phenomenal law enforcement
member and leader who provides a tremendous amount of
dedication and support to the Cavalier Air Force Station. He
has led several programs and operations vital to our nation’s
defense. His actions are imperative to the protection of our
nation’s highest position. His devotion to duty allowed him
to lead law enforcement members covering 24/7 operations
to help secure a missile warning weapon system. As the
Incident Commander during a HAZMAT situation, he
quickly evacuated 36 personnel from the effected area. His
actions restored safety to the scene saving lives of Cavalier
Air force Station members.
Sergeant Koniecki has been tremendous in supporting the

local community in the city of
Cavalier and the surrounding
area. He has enlisted over
420 man-hours organizing
city parades, Police Week,
blood drives and helping
honor local WWII veterans.
He championed four-unit
events and led a 10-member
team raising over $10,000
in support of unit events and
assisting military members
TSgt Matthew Koniecki
and their families.
Sergeant Koniecki is married to Theresa Ann. They
have one dog named Sake and two cats Lucky and Maui.
Congratulations to Sergeant Koniecki for being recognized
as a leader within the Law Enforcement family. He will be
recognized during the Department of North Dakota American
Legion’s Annual Convention which is being held this June
27-30, 2019, in Grand Forks at the Alerus Center.

otpco.com

It’s about balance
With hometown understanding of the people
and places we serve, we carefully balance
each decision we make with the impact it has
on our friends and neighbors.

Beck-Sherven-Foreman
American Legion Post 290

Press Association Awarded

During the American Legion’s Winter Conference each
year, the Legion Press Association recognizes a member,
organization or individual who have stepped up to support
veterans or the ND American Legion in activities that benefit
the veterans in our community or state. The American
Legion Lawrence Stephenson Post #133 in Turtle Lake,
ND, nominated Allan Tinker from the McClusky Gazette to
receive this year’s Press Association Award.
Allan Tinker has been the Editor of the McClusky
Gazette and the McLean County Journal for the past 16
years. She works hard to bring interesting and factual news
to the area readers each week and wears many hats to make
this happen. Allan also has a knack for going to bat for the
individuals in her community and has a special reverence
for the veterans. Many stories over the years have focused
on their challenges and victories. She is a staunch supporter
of the Turtle Lake Post #133 and is dedicated to covering all
the happenings of that Post.
The Press Association and The American Legion

WE SALUTE YOU

At Alerus, we appreciate and share your
commitment to patriotism. That’s why we’re
passionate about helping service members and
veterans like you meet their nancial goals.
800.279.3200 :: ALERUS.COM

352 Main Street
New Town, North Dakota

(701) 627-4409

Department Commander Glenn Wahus, Allan Tinker,
Editor, McClusky Gazette and McLean Country
Journal, Sven Mickels, Press Association President

Department of North Dakota were proud to present the
2019 Press Association Award to Editor Allan Tinker of the
McClusky Gazette at the Winter Conference in Minot.

Well, here it is February
already. We just wrapped up
the Winter Conference in
Minot. The Minot post did
an excellent job hosting this
event as always. The theme of
the day was MEMBERSHIP,
M E M B E R S H I P ,
MEMBERSHIP. We need to
maintain our numbers while we
also recruit new members.
Commander Wahus was happy with early results
for the “Helmets for Heroes”. But we can’t be lax, we
need to get as many Helmets out into the businesses
as soon as possible. This generates funds for a lot of
North Dakota American Legion programs.
I want to thank all the post and members of the
Eastern District for maintaining the #1 spot in the
latest membership tabulation. Let’s not let down our
guard, let’s find those members and sign them up.
As always, if any post needs help in these areas,
please contact myself or your district commander or
vice commander. We all have the same goal to keep
increasing our numbers so we can have a healthy
American Legion for years to come.
Thank you all for your service.
Larry Reed
Eastern Region Vice Commander
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As I sit here and compose this letter, I reflect back to
the Winter Conference and think of the message I spoke
of. Did it get through to everybody in attendance? When
you get right down to it, there’s a time for change and
little bit of change would do us good. I want to say that
as an organization we should be putting our hands on
our Veterans, doing more for them not just lobbying for
them. We need to have activities such as camping, fishing
hunting, biking. the list goes on. Coming this spring at
my hobby farm in Watford City, we are going to start a
Veteran’s Honor Garden. Maybe a little dirt therapy would
be nice, or it also can put good food on the table or raise
money for Veteran activities. It sure makes me feel good.
It was sure nice to have Brigadier General Robert
Becklund speak to us at the general session at the Winter
Conference. It was great to have some of the leadership
of our North Dakota National Guard speaking at our
conference. If you are reading this, “Sir, thank you”, for
being there and thank you for your service. The General
is an American Legion member and we talked for a little
bit after the session and he is in very much support of
us coming and visiting some of their facilities. I will be
talking to him in the future hopefully lining up some tours.
As far as membership goes, we need to be at county
fairs, gun shows, boat shows, Ag shows and we need to
show our Veterans that The American Legion is viable.
The public also needs to know we need to be out there in
attendance and let them know what we also do.
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The spring district meetings are being set up as we
speak. The Central and West Regions will be holding a
regional meeting and you will also be getting those dates
for the Eastern Region holding the regular district meetings.
We held our first North Dakota American Legion
College class at the Winter Conference. Thank you for all
those that attended. We will be offering North Dakota’s
basic course later on and all those who have completed our
national basic training course either through National or
through the North Dakota College will be able to attend
those. If you want to take National’s Basic training course,
it is on line at legion.org. Go to the search bar and type
basic training course and once you click on it put your
membership number and a password in and take the
course. It is very informative and very interesting. As I
said earlier, we will be doing basic, intermediate and an
advanced class as we continue to set up our North Dakota
American Legion College.
As my year comes to an end, you have to remember to
fill out your Consolidated Post Reports that will be mailed
out in March. It is very important to have those completed.
The hours we volunteer converted to dollars is in the
billions across the Nation. We need to get those completed
so Congress can see more of what we do.
It feels like all I’ve been doing is rambling on, but I
hope you’re doing well and staying warm. See you at the
Spring meetings.
Remember the past and Refuel for the future
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Greetings Legionnaires,
The Winter Conference was
a huge success again. It was great
to see everyone that was able to
attend. Great things that happened
at the Winter Conference was the
start of our North Dakota Legion
College and it was a success
with all who attended. The
MST training/info that was put
on by Summer our Department Service Officer had
fantastic information. North Dakota American Legion
is heading in a direction that will continue to improve
with the leadership that is leading and guiding us. I
don’t believe enough kudos and thanks are given to
Sarah and Teri at the Department. THANK YOU, for
the tireless job you do for our Department.
Spring is “hopefully” coming soon. With that
comes our new Regional meeting within the Central
Region. Troy the 3rd District Commander and Bryce
the 3rd District Vice Commander are working hard on
getting things lined up. It is going to be something new
and exciting. My hope is that it will be well attended
and the start of a new direction for Regional/District
meetings. I ask everyone to give this a chance, let’s
see where we can take it to the next level. Thanks to
Troy and Bryce for working so hard to get this going.
CPR’s!!!! I challenge all District Commanders
and Vice Commanders to contact EVERY Post within
their District and get these Consolidated Post Reports
in when they are mailed to the Posts in March. Have a
paper copy in front of you and call these Posts. I have
no doubt that EVERY Post did something that can be
put on the CPR’s. One hundred percent is what we
are shooting for. I know Central Region can do this, I
have all the faith and confidence in the leadership of
this Region to Get R Done.
In closing, I announced at Winter Conference that
I am running for Commander-Elect. I would greatly
appreciate your vote and confidence in me to be the
next Commander-Elect. Thank you, all Legionnaires,
for all that you do for our Department and Central
Region!!
Steve Anderson
Central Region Vice Commander

Have You Paid
Your
2019 Membership
Dues?
West Region Spring Fling II
Greetings, members of West
Region,
Spring is on the way and our
Spring Fling is taking shape!
Thanks to Jerry Samuelson
and Watford City Post 29 for
agreeing to host the Spring Fling,
our new adventure/experiment.
Instead of having Spring District
meetings, our West Region Districts will conduct
their District Elections at the Spring Fling. The West
Region includes Districts 6, 7, 8, & 9.
So what, when, and where is the Spring Fling?
m Watford City
m Saturday, April 13th
We will probably begin mid-morning on Saturday
the 13th and conclude in the early evening. Depending
on your travel plans and commitments, you might
want to find a motel for Friday and/or Saturday nights,
bearing in mind that Sunday, the 14th is Palm Sunday.
Post 29 will check on rates and motel availability, but
we expect the rates to be reasonable.
The plans are in the works for group activities,
since the District elections will take less than an hour.
That will leave us time for some educational activities
and fun/entertainment, still to be finalized. The Legion
Auxiliary, Sons, and Riders are welcome to participate
in all group activities and have some individual time
for any business they need to conduct.
If you haven’t thought about who you want to
elect as your incoming District Commander and
Vice Commander, now is a good time to begin that
discussion. Each District also selects a representative
to the National Convention (usually the outgoing
District Commander).
Many thanks to Williston Post 37 and New Town
Post 290 for volunteering to share costs, which will
make the event fairly inexpensive for participants,
aside from travel and motel costs! District 9 is really
working together to make this happen!
Also, a special thanks to Heather Thompson and
Bottineau Post 42 for also offering to host the event.
We’ll shoot for a trip to Bottineau and area points of
interest another time.
If you have any questions, please contact me or
your District Commander.
Alan Fehr is the 2018 West Region Vice
Commander. He is a ND National Guard retiree,
the 1st Vice of Post 3 in Dickinson, and represents
the Legion on ACOVA. As a clinical psychologist,
he works at the Minot AFB. He can be contacted at
AlanFehr_NDNG@usa.com or 701-590-0136.
Alan Fehr
Western Region Vice Commander
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What Have We Done to Help a Veteran?
Have we called a fellow veteran just to make sure
they are ok? Have we gone to see a shut-in Veteran or just
sat down and visited with them for a short time? Or, do
we just forget about them until their membership is due
for the next year?
As Legionnaires, our most sacred responsibility is to
look out for each other and our fellow Veterans.
Perhaps they have been waiting for a personal call or
a visit to renew or rejoin. No matter their situations, the
least we can do is make a personal contact with veterans
in our community.
This year National Headquarters has declared March
11-18 as BUDDY CHECK week. This is not only a time
to reconnect with our fellow veterans, but also a chance to
reconnect with fellow veterans who would like to renew
their memberships. Gather up a team at your local post
to call or, if possible, to personally visit members and
former members.
This year, National Headquarters came out with a

reward program to help posts that bring in non-renewed
members from 2014/2015/2016. National will pay the post
$5.00 for each expired member who renews before May
8, 2019. To receive credit for renewing a 2014/2015/2016
expired member, you must renew that member in your
post and use his or her current membership ID# found on
the expired listing. This list can be found on myLegion.
org under the reports folder. If you have any questions,
give me a call and I will help you.
If you have not received a helmet for “Helmets
for Heroes”, please let me know and we can send them
out to your post. These helmets were designed to help
our programs such as VA&R, Boys State, Oratorical,
Children and Youth, National Emergency Fund and our
Commander’s project, to name a few. All your help would
be appreciated.
With spring around the corner, please support your
local baseball team. Also, mark your calendars for Boys
State on June 9-14, 2019 with Legion day Tuesday, June
11, 2019.

Who Supported the
ND American Legion
Foundation this year?
Greetings All,
Our Winter Conference was held January 24-27, 2019.
National Vice Commander Steve Sweet from Mississippi
spoke at our banquet. He gave an up-lifting and at times
humorous message. I hope all who attended had a chance
to talk with him. He was certainly impressed with our
weather as it was very cold and blustery. In fact the weather
was bad enough to cause Commander Wahus to cancel the
conference on Sunday morning so everyone had a chance
to get home.
One of the events at the conference was the North
Dakota American Legion offered a basic training course
as a precursor to starting our own ND American Legion
College. It was well attended and educational. There will
be more information on the ND Legion College coming in
the near future.
During the Regional meetings, there was much
discussion on how district meetings could be enhanced to
reach more Legionnaires throughout the state. East Region
decided to keep things as they are and that is to have their
three district meetings. It was decided by the Central and
Western Regions to hold regional meetings rather than
meetings in each district. We will see how this works and

go from there for future planning.
The National Leading Candidate Bill Oxford will
be visiting our convention in Grand Forks June 27-30,
2019. This year we are extending the convention by one
day to again celebrate the Legion’s centennial celebration
and Grand Forks Legion Post #6 is hosting a “fun and
informational” day on Saturday at the Convention.
On a personal note, I have decided not to run for
another term for NEC as I promised in my original
campaign. I have also decided not to seek the endorsement
for National Vice Commander in the future.
You can find more information on the American
Legion at www.Legion.org. If you need more local
information about any legion related issue, it can be found
on the Department website at www.ndlegion.org. This site
has been revised, so please check it out.
Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more
information that you need, or have any questions for me,
let me know and I will get back to you ASAP. My Cell
number is 701-680-0567 and my e-mail is: bobkrause71@
gmail.com. Gail’s and my address is 3434 28th St S Unit
134, Fargo, ND 58104. Thank you all for your continued
support of this great organization.

We set the pace
American Federal leads the way with financial
advice and business solutions. From start-up to
finish line, our Ag, Business, and Personal Bankers
know the track well. Follow the leaders in financial
advice with American Federal.
Fargo
Fargo South
Moorhead
215 N 5th St.
1301 30th Ave. S. 601 Center Ave.
(701) 235-4248 (701) 235-9906
(218) 233-2791

FARGO, ND

We try harder.
PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE
For Reservations Call (701) 838-7665
or TOLL FREE (800) 331-1212
305 Airport Road
Minot International Airport - Minot

Harvey Peterson, Chairman
While doing the end-of-year financials and preparing
the annual report to the DEC, I was thinking about who
among us, supports the Foundation? This will be a rundown
of just this past year, but readers may be very interested in
who helps grow their Foundation.
(I can’t use names as I don’t have permission!)
First, there are those who write checks to the
Foundation to support specific funds such as Boys State,
the Oratorical program and the Band. Among those three,
the Band received the greatest amount in 2018. This is the
smallest – albeit welcome- category of Foundation income.
Next are the donors who do not designate a specific
fund. Those donations go into the undesignated fund
– meaning the Directors can use the income from those
assets for the purposes they deem worthwhile within the
purvey of the Foundation. This year there were three major
donations in this category, one of $2,000, one of $2,350
and one of $5,000. There were also a handful of smaller
undesignated donations.
The Legion Riders started a scholarship fund with
$10,000 (Legion Riders Scholarship) that was increased
by donations of $200 from each of two Legion Posts.
They will be able to provide a $500 scholarship in 2019.
Applications are due April 15.
The Foundation (thankfully) realized $11,861.53
after expenses and prizes paid from the 2018 sweepstakes.
The exciting part of this (to me at least) is that if all
those participating did so at the $30 level, it means that
a minimum of 538 individuals supported the Foundation
in this manner. This is indicative of the support the
Foundation has among those of us who can provide only
smaller donations but want to do what they can. Of course,
the chance of winning is a winner!
All of us are aware of the decline in the stock market
in late 2018. It has rebounded significantly since the first
of the year. The Foundation, because of a conservative
investment policy, did not take a huge hit when the market
dropped. Because no assets were sold during that time, no
actual losses were incurred. Just as we report unrealized
gains, we also report unrealized losses.
We are pleased that our income due to interest and
dividends was equal to any unrealized losses. Your
Foundation is solid and doing well.
Thanks to all who believe in it and support the North
Dakota American legion Foundation in any manner!

TAMPA, FL

(701) 277-8321

Located at Petro Truck Stop
4520 19th Ave. SW • Fargo, ND
www.bellerudtransport.com
“LOADS TO ALL POINTS”

The Valley’s Link To The Nation

Electric Utilities • Ground Source Heat • Pump Sales & Service

4111 State Street • Bismarck, ND
(701) 223-1513 • Fax (701) 223-1557

Home of the famous
chocolate covered potato chip
106 South 3rd Street
Grand Forks North Dakota 58201
(701) 775-3480
www.carolwidmanscandy.com
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June 27-30, 2019
101st Annual American Legion
Department Convention
Glenn Wahus
Dept. Cmdr.

Grand Forks Alerus Center
CanadInn (Convention Hotel) $132
(701) 772-8404

Bill Oxford
Leading Candidate for
Natl Cmdr

Additional hotel information listed at the bottom of this schedule.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
Wednesday, June 26, 2019
7:00 pm
Foundation Meeting
Thursday, June 27, 2019
9:00 am
DEC Meeting
1:00 pm
Registration (closes 6:00 pm)
3:30 pm
Convention Committee Meetings
3:30 pm
Boys State
3:30 pm
40 et 8 Cheminot
7:00 pm
Past Dept Commanders Dinner
7:00 pm
Department Committee
Meetings
Friday, June 28, 2019
7:00 am
40 et 8 Breakfast & Grand
			
Promenade
8:00 am
District Officers Meetings
8:00 am
Department Committee
Meetings
8:30 am
Registration (closes 10:30 am)
9:00 am
SAL Meeting
10:30 am
Joint Opening Session
12:30 pm
Registration (closes 5:00 pm)
1:00 pm
Breakout Session and
Membership Training
2:30 pm
Legion General Session

4:00 pm
Regional Caucuses
5:00 pm
Legion Riders
7:00 pm
Department Convention Banquet
8:00 pm
Dance
Saturday, June 29, 2019
9:00 am
Parade
11:00 am
Centennial Celebration at
		
Gambucci and Williamson Park
12:00 pm
Baseball Exhibition Games at
		
Apollo Park
7:00 pm
Movie at Gambucci Arena
Sunday, June 30, 2019
8:00 am
Registration (closes 10:00 am)
8:00 am
Department Committee
Meetings
9:00 am
Joint Memorial Service
		Joint Session
		Legion Session
		
Post-Convention DEC Meeting
3:00 pm
Organizational Meeting
		
(2019-2020 Officers Only)
Monday, July 1, 2019
9:00 am
Organizational Meeting
		
(2019-2020 Officers Only)

Hotels in Walking Distance (a few
blocks) of the Alerus Center
Baymont Inn and Suites $79
(701) 757-2345
MyPlace $74
(701) 757-1717
Sleep Inn $99
(701) 757-2900
Staybridge Suites $104-$124
(701) 772-9000
Expressway Suites $149
(701) 757-7000

Hotels in Driving Distance of the
Alerus Center
Harvest Inn $76-$125
(701) 757-5000
Spring Hill Suites $100
(701) 757-4150
Hampton Inn $94
(701) 757-2255

YOUR HOST:
Treumann-Webb-Phelps Post #6
Grand Forks, ND

NORTH DAKOTA AMERICAN LEGION FOUNDATION IS A 501-C-3
VETERANS STILL SERVING AMERICA!
PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION • CALL 701-293-3120

For all your financial needs

Williston • Dickinson • Hebron
Beach • Glen Ullin • Ray • Tioga

www.wccu.org

TED’S NORTHPORT TESORO
2740 North Broadway • Northport Shopping Center
Fargo, North Dakota 58102

(701) 232-8304

LOCAL # 701-281-0521
WATS # 800-726-7612
FAX # 701-281-1203
P.O. Box 2147
Fargo, ND 58107-2147

Schauer and Associates, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants

Professional Service with a Personal Touch

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561
Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Independently Owned & Operated
1315 South Broadway, Minot, ND
(701) 838.1055 • redwing1@srt.com

Ronald R. Fuchs
CPA

Robert A. Piatz
CPA

Duane R. Dunn
CPA

First Community Credit Union Building
111 9th Street SW, Suite 203
Jamestown, N.D. • (701) 252-5422
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VA Benefits FY 2019 Quarter 1
The Veterans Benefits Administration put out 3 main
priorities: 1) provide veterans with the benefits they have
earned in a manner that honors their service; 2) ensure we
are strong fiscal stewards of the money entrusted to us; and
3) foster a culture of collaboration.
The VBA is made up of 56 Regional Offices, 39
special processing and call centers and more than 24,000
employees (57% of the employees are veterans). In FY19
Q1, VBA distributed $28 billion in benefits. VBA business
lines includes Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment,
Pension & Fiduciary, Insurance, Education, Compensation,
Appeals, Home Loan Guaranty, & Transition & Economic

2019 SPRING
MEETINGS BEGIN
IN APRIL

The 2019 North Dakota American Legion Spring
Meetings will be held April 6 and April 8, 9, 11 & 13.
We are changing things up with Regional Meetings in
the Central and Western Regions and having District
meetings in the Eastern Region.
The Central Region Meeting will begin Saturday,
April 6, at Camp Grafton in Devils Lake and will host
Districts 3,4, & 5.
District Meetings in the Eastern Region with
District 2 beginning on Monday, April 8, at the Vets
Club in Larimore. District 1 will be Tuesday, April
9, at the VFW in Mayville and District 10 will be on
Thursday, April 11 in LaMoure.
The Western Region meeting will begin on
Saturday, April 13, in Watford City and will host
Districts 6,7,8 & 9.
Department Commander Glenn Wahus would like
all posts to be represented at their respective District
Meeting and take an active part in the selection of the
District Commander and District Vice Commander.
Each District will have the opportunity to confirm
the appointment of their Vice Commander to represent
them as District Commander for the upcoming Legion
year. Each District will also select an individual to fill
the District vice Commander position. This individual
will serve one year as the Vice Commander and with
hopes of being confirmed as District Commander the
following year.
In addition to election of new officers, reports will
be given on the recently concluded Oratorical Contest
and the upcoming Boys State Session and American
Legion Baseball season.

2019 SPRING MEETINGS
Central Region - Saturday, April 6, 8:00 A.M.,
Camp Grafton, Devils Lake, ND

North Dakota Legion News

Development. I want to highlight a few of these business
lines through Q1 below.
Compensation benefits is the largest benefit used.
In Q1 of FY19, VBA served 4.8 million veterans paying
just over $21 billion in benefits. They completed 315,800
claims which was just shy of their goal of 324,200. The
average amount of time a claim is taking to complete is
104.5 days with an average 5.2 issues per claim.
Appeals are in the process of transitioning into the
Appeals Modernization Act of 2017 – this is effective
2/19/2019. Veterans were able to begin the transition as
of November 2017. RAMP has seen 66,000 opt-ins which
is approximately 17.6% of appeals. The average time to

complete these appeals is 124.2 days – although this is not
the case for all appeals.
Lastly, I just want to touch on Education benefits. For
Q1 FY19, VBA has paid $3.1 billion in education benefits.
The average time to complete these applications has been
going down from 32.6 days in October to 23.2 days in
December. The VA is also working on restoring benefits
for those affected by school closures in Q1.
If you have any questions about what benefits
you may be entitled to, reach out to your local County
Veterans Service Officer or National Service Officer.
https://www.nd.gov/veterans/service-officers

Winter Conference DEC Meeting January 24, 2019
The DEC met in Minot at the Winter Conference. The
following is a summary of the meeting. Full minutes are
available at the Department office.
DEC Chairman Meier called the meeting to order
with a salute, pledge and a prayer. The consent agenda and
meeting agenda were approved.
The DEC awarded Dickinson Post 3 the 2022
Convention bid, Minot Post 26 the 2023 Winter Conference
bid and Washburn Post 12 the 2023 Department Convention
bid.
The DEC minutes from 10-6-18 were approved and
the financial report was given.
Committee reports were given by the following
committees: Athletic, Boys State, Americanism/C&Y,
Audit, Delegate Selection, Centennial, History, Legion

Riders, M&PA, VA&R, Band and the Foundation.
Kenny Wiederholt was appointed as the Legion
representative to the ND Veteran’s Home Foundation.
The National Convention delegate stipend was
increased.
Updates were given on the 2019 convention centennial
celebration, the national executive committee, the ND
department service office, post closures and the Helmets
for Heroes program.
The Department Policy and Procedures Manual was
approved.
A draft 2019-2022 budget was reviewed.
Legionnaire of the Year was awarded to Stanley
Davis of Post 3 and the Distinguished Service Award was
awarded to Eugene Robinson of Post 3.
An optional District Adjutant position was discussed.

Offering 24 hour skilled nursing
care & rehabilitation therapy.
Proud to serve our residents' physical,
cognitive, & spiritual needs through

y
t
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l
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t
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p
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o
H
Healing

701.252.5660 | avemariavillage.org | Jamestown, ND

PA I N T I N G CO N T R AC TO R
P O B OX 94 8 FA R G O

(701) 282-9 2 2 5

District 2 - Monday, April 8, 7:00 P.M., Vets Club,
Larimore, ND
District 1 - Tuesday, April 9, 7:00 P.M., VFW,
Mayville, ND
District 10 - Thursday, April 11, 7:00 P.M.,
(Location to be determined) LaMoure, ND
West Region - Saturday, April 13, 8:00 A.M.,
American Legion, Watford City, ND

There’s no place like
home. So make
yourself comfortable.
1401 S 33rd St, Fargo, ND
(701) 237-4120

Lite - Miller Genuine Draft - Leinenkugel’s

701 4th Avenue North • Fargo

(701) 293-7404

3300 Hwy 10 E, Moorhead, MN
(218) 236-4910
755 33rd Ave. E, West Fargo, ND
(701) 281-6002

1-800-638-3278
montana-dakota.com

We never know what challenges
we’ll face, but coming home should
always be … predictable. The
lights turn on, room temperatures
are just right and pushing the “on”
button starts the appliances and
electronics we use for everyday
tasks. Montana-Dakota Utilities
provides safe, reliable and
affordable electric and natural gas
services for our customers. Come
on in, put your feet up and make
yourself comfortable.
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Due to space constraints, most articles have been truncated and some submitted photos omitted. Full articles and missing photos are available
online at ndala.org/message/ We appreciate all the submissions for the paper!

Greetings Auxiliary sisters!
Thank you, ladies, for all
that you do for our veterans and
their families! God has given us
a task that will go on for years to
come. This task is taking care of
our veterans.
Membership! Keep asking
current members to renew
and continue to recruit new
members as well. Keep in mind that membership is to help
our veterans and not just for ourselves!
Help wherever you can and whenever you can.
Remember we are here ‘To Help Our Veterans!’ Service not
self.
May you have your life in God’s Hands, may liberty
surround you, may you have good health, may the sun shine
in your life, and may you always know a friend is near. May
God fill your heart, our country, and the world with freedom,
and May God Bless America!
Beverly J. Wolff

Precious Jesus, we lift up
our family and friends before
You today asking that You meet
every need of our lives. Heal
them, set them free, and deliver
them. Let them see You more
clearly. Let them feel You near
in every situation concerning
their lives. Amen.
In Proverbs 3:3: “Let not
mercy and truth leave thee, put them about thy neck, and
write them in the tablets of thy heart.” Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, Thank You Lord for
this New Day! We give You Praise, Honor and Glory! We
bow in your presence and pour our hearts out to you. We ask
that You strengthen us physically and emotionally to face
and conquer anything the enemy throws our way today, and
during the upcoming week. We bring before You everything
that is painful to us, along with our needs, for we know that
one touch or one Word from You, will solve everything.
Thank You for our families, jobs, daily bread, and for the
Precious Blood covering of our Lord and Savior, Jesus.
Amen.
God’s Blessing to each of you and God Bless the USA.
Sandra Petermann

Hello Auxiliary sisters,
I want to thank everyone for your support and
encouragement over these past six months. In support
of my President’s Project and the Veteran’s Affairs and
Rehabilitation (VA&R) Program, many of you have
purchased t-shirts, poppy pins and magnetic emblems and
your generosity is greatly appreciated! Your donations
will allow veterans and their families the ability to seek
help in the event they might be contemplating suicide or
are mourning the death of a loved one. With the caring
nature and one-on-one mentoring abilities of the Tragedy
Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS), survivors will
be able to build a future and understand what has happened
to them. Veterans in North Dakota will also benefit from
your support as Automated External Defibrillator (AED)
machines are installed in some of your posts. Since we
are all getting up in age, I believe AED machines should
be available in the event someone might be experiencing a
heart attack. The defibrillation machine is a vital piece of
life-saving equipment. Project funds will also be donated to
the Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in Fargo and
the North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon in support of the
veterans they serve.
I want to thank the Department of Arizona for its
$50.00 donation toward my President’s Project. For those
who don’t know, the Department of Arizona challenged the
Department of North Dakota to a membership race. The
idea was that the winner would be the Department with the
highest percentage of 2019 paid dues by specific dates. Over
the past few years, North Dakota had lagged in membership
while Arizona typically came in 1st place. The challenge
was accepted, and North Dakota won! A big ‘shout out’ to
all North Dakota Unit Membership Chairmen – you showed

Hello all.
I hope the dreams of warmer weather are close to
becoming reality. If the snow doesn’t stick around much
longer, we will have one of those lovely North Dakota
springs we love.
I enjoyed spending time with all of you at Winter
Conference, snapping pictures of the activities and learning
from the Department Chairmen. I hope everyone got home
safely and warm after experiencing that North Dakota
blizzard we had on Sunday.
I want to thank everyone for sending me great pictures
and articles on what your units and districts have been up
to! I also want to remind those who were at Fall District

Contests and Scholarships
Americanism Essay Contest

• The topic for this year’s contest is: “How can we address
and prevent veteran homelessness in our communities?”
• The deadline to submit your essay is: April 1, 2019.
• Send completed essays by email to:
americanism@ndala.org or by mail to:
• Holly Eslinger Americanism Chairman
1020 N 14th St.
Bismarck, ND 58501-4245.

Poppy Poster Contest

The Poppy Poster Contest is open to students in Grades 2-12.
• Deadline to submit completed posters is: May 20th, 2019.
• Mail your poppy poster to:
Joan Buske, Poppy Chairman
403 S 6th St
Oakes, ND 58474-1915.

The essay forms and rules for both contests can be found on the Department website at: www.ndala.org. Click on the Tab
‘Programs’ and find Americanism or Poppies.

Department Scholarships

• Nursing Scholarship-those pursuing a degree in the nursing field. Deadline is April 1,2019
• General Education Scholarship-those pursuing higher education. Deadline is April 1,2019
• Visit the Department website www.ndala.org homepage or education and parley pages for more information and application forms.

What: Girls State Program
When: June 9-14, 2019
Who: Calling all qualified applicants! This means
you! High school girls that are completing their
junior year this spring.
Where: UND Campus, Grand Forks, ND

Why: To learn about local and state government,
make a ton of new friends and have lots of FUN!
How: Fill out an application!! Visit ndgirlsstate@
gmail.com, call 701-314-2460,visit with your
local Auxiliary unit or your high school guidance
counselor for more information and applications.

them. Take a bow, ladies, and
give yourselves and your unit
sisters a big hand. I believe that
‘team work’ makes the ‘dream’
work! With our Department
Membership Chairman, Sandy
Smith, on board with her
positive encouragement and
wise guidance, I know we have
a wonderful successful year ahead.
God Bless and thank you to all who braved the bitter
cold weather along with the snow and came to Minot for
Winter Conference. Although we missed Marcy Schmidt,
our Department Secretary’s presence, we were blessed with
the talents of many others. Thank you to everyone who
helped make the weekend a great success!
I especially enjoyed the Winter Conference President’s
Luncheon where I was able to acknowledge and honor some
of our members who I believe help our organization and
our veterans in big and small ways. Although these special
individuals do so much and are so active, they don’t expect
or receive accolades or kudos for doing so. Congratulations
and thank you to those who received a citation. It’s a small
token to say “thanks” for your continued support of veterans,
their families, but most of all for your encouragement of all
of us as members and officers of this organization.
Last but certainly not least – I want to thank each and
every one of you for your ‘best wishes’ and the gifts I’ve
received. I’ve been so fortunate to have this experience as
your Department President and I look forward to serving
with all of you for the next six months and into the future.
Sincerely,
Jeannie Román

Meetings to send me any pictures
and short write-ups of the activities.
I would love to receive information
on anything your units and districts
do in support of veterans and their
families as well as what activities
you do in your communities.
Your articles and pictures can
be sent to me at home or by email
at: historian@ndala.org
Andrea Neshem
1412 5th St SW
Minot, ND 58701

SPRING DISTRICT/REGIONAL
MEETINGS 2019
APRIL 6 AND APRIL 8-13
Saturday, April 6, 2019
Central Region Spring Meeting
• Districts 3,4 and 5
• Camp Grafton (near Devils Lake)
• Time- 8am
Week of April 8-13, 2019
Spring District Meetings (East Region)
• District 1-Apr. 9th, 7 pm Mayville VFW
• District 2-Apr. 8th, 7 pm Larimore
   Vets Club
• District 10-Apr. 11th, 7 pm, LaMoure
Saturday, April 13, 2019
West Region Spring Meeting
• Districts 6, 7,8 and 9
• Watford City American Legion
• Time-8 am

*Please note that some details still need to
be ironed out. Watch for further information
to be posted on the Auxiliary website or
sent to you by email or in a Unit Packet.
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District 1

Greetings everyone!
We sure have experienced ‘cold’ weather this winter.
I promise spring is just around the corner and will be here
before you know it. The American Legion and the Auxiliary
are already planning for District/Regional meetings. As I
write this letter, plans for all Spring meetings have not been
completed. More information will come out as soon as those
plans are known. Stay tuned for mail, emails and possibly
even phone calls!
At Winter Conference, the Department Executive
Committee (DEC) discussed, voted on and approved a
method that will make it much easier for both the Department
Office and the Department Treasurer to manage online dues
and reimbursements to units. Our Department Treasurer will
issue reimbursement checks to Units for amounts over $5
for the calendar year of 2018. All other Units owed less
than $5 for 2018 will be issued ‘Credit Memos’. Those
‘Credit Memos’ will be good until they are used as a credit
for payment by Units for future membership dues, required
contributions or other items units typically pay into the
Department. The 2018 dues reimbursements to Units and
the ‘Credit Memos’ will be mailed to the respective Unit
Membership Chairmen.
Also related to ‘online dues payments’ is the issue of
how Units find out which members have paid online. If the
Unit’s Membership Chairman has access to the American
Legion Auxiliary
Management Information System (ALAMIS), the

National Membership Database,
she can log on to her account
and easily find that information.
If, however, she does not have
ALAMIS access, it can be quite
challenging. Beginning April 1,
2019, the Department Office will
pull a quarterly report of paid
online dues. The quarterly report
will be sent to the Department Treasurer and the respective
Unit Membership Chairmen. Beginning July 1, 2019,
‘Credit Memos’ will be issued once a year after the annual
Department Convention.
Block your calendars now and make plans soon to
attend the Centennial Celebration of the American Legion
Auxiliary during the Department Convention in June 2019.
The Department Convention will be held June 27-30, 2019,
at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks, ND. More information
will be coming soon to the Department’s website, ndala.org,
and a mailbox near you.
Do you have a ‘Good Will Ambassador’ in your midst?
If you do, nominate her now and mail your Nomination
Entry and Essay to the Department Office no later than
March 1, 2019.
Thank you for everything you do to support the
Auxiliary’s mission. You make this world and the people
around you better because of your work and dedication.
Marcy Schmidt

Hi everyone!
I hope this finds you and yours well. So far, I have
enjoyed being your Department Treasurer. When I took
this position, I thought I knew more than enough about
bookkeeping and the program “Quick Book Pro” to cruise
through this position. Well...I was wrong. I’ve learned
more in the past six months about this program and how
bookkeeping is handled than I learned while working with
my husband during tax season.
My next big project will start on 2/8/19. National
Headquarters has “invited” the current Department
Treasurers and Finance Board Chairmen to attend a 2-day
conference in Indianapolis. I haven’t seen an agenda yet so
I can’t tell you what we’re going to be talking about and
learning. One of the nice things about this meeting is that
National HQ is paying for airfare and hotel accommodations

– leaving only meals and personal
items for us to worry about. I have
not had the opportunity to visit
Indianapolis, so I am very excited
about going. I will fill you in on
what happens when I get back.
Last item. It’s very important
to have a current Employer
Identification Number (EIN) on
file with the IRS. If your unit doesn’t already have one,
please register for one now. Also, don’t forget to file your
Unit’s taxes (or tax-exempt status) – either on Form 990 or
990-N. This is required every year. I’m sure you don’t want
to lose your non-profit status with the IRS.
Keep up the good work!
Annette Zeller

District 3

District 3 Auxiliary members,
I just returned from the Winter
Conference that was held at the Grand
International Inn in Minot. Thank
you to the Minot Post and Auxiliary
for hosting the event. All your hard
work was very much appreciated!
Attendance for Auxiliary members
at the conference was 58 registered
members and 1 guest. During our
meeting on Saturday, Department Chaplain, Sandra
Peterman, organized a memorial service to honor all the
members that we lost in the past year to eternal rest. The
District Presidents individually read the names of the
departed members from their districts. There was a total of
194 members that are no longer with us.
The slate of officers has been endorsed (same as we have
now) for the upcoming election at Department Convention.
The position of Vice President is still open. If there is a
member that may be interested in that position, please
contact your unit for endorsement and let the Department
Office know so it can be featured in ‘The Message’ before
Department Convention.
If you haven’t already done so, please send in your
mandatory contributions form soon. If your form was lost,

contact the Department Office for another one. Please be
sure your 990-N is filed with the IRS on a yearly basis.
Contact me or the Department Office if your unit is having
a problem with it.
There will be a resolution presented at Department
Convention to increase the Department of North Dakota
dues by $3.00 to go into effect dues year 2021.
I encourage all units to have at least one unit member
with access to the ALAMIS system for membership. With
a $10 yearly subscription/access to ALAMIS, you will be
able to pull numerous membership reports as well as have
the ability to change addresses and names for your unit’s
members. Contact the Department Office with your email
address to subscribe.
The Oratorical contest is always a highlight of Winter
Conference. Our youth are exceptional and do an awesome
job of presentation. Congratulations to Madison from
Dickinson for 1st place, (2nd) David from Beach, (3rd)
Hunter from Garrison and (4th) Destiny from Carrington.
These individuals have a great future ahead of them!
Thank you to our Department leadership that keeps
all of us on track. And thank you to the Auxiliary members
who keep our Units active and serving our veterans and our
communities.
Gloria Covert
District 3 President

Free Quotes
701-222-3009
vti@vision-technology.com

CHOOSE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
Choose between our print, digital and combination
subscription options. Go to inforum.com or call
1-800-274-5445 to learn more.

Independent Gravesite Locator
150+ Installed Nationwide
User Friendly
ADA Compliant
Custom Cabinets
15+ Years Experience

Tailored to Meet Your Needs

Greetings ladies of District 1,
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Minot Unit
#26 for hosting the Winter Conference
and the Department Chairmen for the
information given at the workshop/
round tables.
Ladies, keep working on
membership. Don’t hold those
membership dues and let’s try to reach
your unit ‘goal’. Hats off to Sandy
Smith, our Department Membership Chairman, who is doing
a fantastic job!
The deadline for Unit Year-End Reports is April 15,
2019. Unit Presidents, remember to report your unit’s
volunteer hours and dollars spent to support our veterans.
Send your Unit reports to me by April 15, 2019, so I can
compile the District 1 numbers. I would love to have a 100%
reporting in District 1. Even if your unit has nothing to
report, send me a short narrative report anyway!
At this time, we don’t have an incoming District 1
President or District Vice President. Hopefully by the time
the District 1 Spring Meeting comes around, someone will
step up to serve as a District officer. It really is a great
opportunity to meet people, learn about our organization and
find out what other units are up to.
As I write my last article as your District 1 President, I
want to thank all the units of District 1 for your dedication
and participation in the Auxiliary. Supporting our veterans
and their families and our communities is so important. I
am looking forward to sharing ideas at the Spring District
meeting. A letter will be sent in a few weeks with details
about the date and time.
“We Love Our Veterans”, so please remember our
veterans and their families with cards, food, or a special
program.
Susan Lemley
District 1 President

District 5

Time is fast approaching for District
5 Units to submit your Impact and Unit
Narrative reports. Start working on
them now and send those to me no later
than the deadline of April 15, 2019. I
challenge all units in District 5 to submit
your Year-End Report. Let’s have 100%
reporting this year! If you need more
information about the Year-End Reports,
please give me a call.
The American Legion Central
Region Vice President has decided to hold all the Spring District
Meetings in his region on Saturday, April 6, 2019. Districts 3,
4, and 5 will meet on that day at Camp Grafton located south of
Devils Lake. More details will be coming out soon.
The District 5 Commander has sent an email to the Posts
requesting the names and numbers of those who are planning to
attend the meeting. Please contact your local Post Commander
for further information and to let them know who from your Unit
will be attending. The deadline to let them know is March 1,
2019. Let’s have a great turn out for the first Central Region
Spring Meeting.
It has been my pleasure to serve as your District 5 President
for the past several years. However, ladies of District 5, I will
not be running again as your District 5 President. This is why
your attendance at the Central Region Spring Meeting is so
very important. A new District 5 President and District 5 Vice
President needs to be elected at the Spring Meeting on April 6,
2019. Start talking now with your Unit members to find someone
who will step up to be District 5 President or Vice President.
I look forward to seeing everyone on April 6.
Mary Anseth
District 5 President

District 7

Greetings ladies of District 7.
The thermometer says 4 degrees
below zero and the weather person says it
feels like 22 below. Can you say COLD! I
find myself wondering if spring will truly
come.
I have a plaque in my kitchen that
says, ‘When the World Says Give Up,
Hope Whispers…Try One More Time’.
Where would we be without hope? The
ability to reach deep inside ourselves and
believe that, in spite of life’s many challenges, all will be well.
Things will improve and we will not only survive, but we will
thrive.
The programs of the American Legion Auxiliary offer
hope to many. To veterans, to their families and to our fellow
community members. Knowing that the ALA will carry on its
many traditions brings a sense of stability that helps us and those
around us, to stay calm, to stay the course and look to the future.
Here are some of the many things we have to look forward
to:
• Spring District/Regional Meetings. Watch your mail
for information and details. • Memorial Day • Girls State
• Centennial Celebration at the Department Convention
in Grand Forks
I am sure there are other activities and special dates that you
all can add to the list.
So yes, if I listen closely for that whisper of hope to ‘Try
One More Time’, I trust that spring will come, bringing with it a
sense of renewal and enthusiasm. Carry on ladies, and thank you
for all you do for veterans, their families and your communities.
Candy Schafer
District 7 President
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District 9

Recently, District 9 President Sheri Danks, resigned due
to personal reasons. We thank her for her past service and
leadership within the Department. Sheri, you will be missed.
We welcome incoming District 9 President Dawn
Wilber. You can reach her at district9@ndala.org or by
telephone at 701.509.1858. Other mailing information is
available from the Department Office or by going to ndala.
org/contact-information/. Thank you for serving in this
capacity, Dawn! We look forward to working with you.

Auxiliary Emergency
Fund (AEF) Program

When a sudden emergency strikes
a friend, we all start thinking of how
we can assist that person. Well, it is
the same for the American Legion
Auxiliary family. The Auxiliary
Emergency Fund (AEF) provides
temporary financial assistance to
eligible members during time of
financial crisis or weather-related
emergencies and natural disasters. I
wish to take this opportunity to thank
all the Units and individual members who have contributed
$2,659.00 to the Department AEF fund. At the end of the
fiscal year, the money raised is transferred to the National
AEF fund since they have the committee who oversees and
grants the requests. I work with any members and Units
who wish to apply for the grants. If you or another Auxiliary
member you know is in a crisis situation, please contact me at
aef@ndala.org.
More information on this program can be found at
www.ndala.org/aef.
Mary Anseth
Department AEF Chairman

Membership Program

Hi everyone,
I am very proud to be your
Department Membership Chairman.
It is great to see so many ladies at
meetings and hear what a wonderful
job you all are doing to keep this
organization strong. We need more
like you so keep up the good work and
let us grow.
As I have said before, Unit 271
of Mandaree was the Pasque Flower
with a 240% by October 12 and Unit 162 at Tolna the
Lady Slippers with 166% by Veterans Day. Now to let you
know about the Black Eyed Susans. I didn’t get a number
on November 22nd but the number I got late says that Unit
117 at Kindred is the winner with 150%. Our next winner is
Unit 240 at Hoople our Blanket Flowers with 147% of goal.
Congratulations!
I am now looking for our Prairie Roses. Which Unit will
be next? Presidents Day is coming up. With the new renewal
notices out we should all see an increase in memberships
coming in. Let’s get out there and find more new and rejoin
memberships to send in with them. Remember to sign up
those ‘buds’, Junior members. They are the future of our
organization.
I realize that Poppies are not native North Dakota flowers,
but I see so many of them springing up on hats, jackets, and
purses I decided to make them our last membership award
flower. So, everyone put the ‘push’ on and try to meet or
exceed your membership goals by Memorial Day so I can
give out another award. This one will go to the unit that has
the most new or rejoined members and hasn’t won an award
as of May 5th.
For God and Country,
Sandy Smith,
Department Membership Chairman

Girls State

The American Legion Auxiliary
Girls State team is gearing up for 2019
Flickertail Girls State, which will be
held June 9-14, 2019, at the University
of North Dakota. Application forms
and updated brochures are available
and have been mailed to unit Girls
State Chairmen.
The registration fee for attendees
is $250 and there is no registration
deadline. You read that right – this
year there is a flat registration fee regardless of when
the registration fee is received, and there is no specific
registration deadline. That said, we do appreciate receiving
your registrations prior to June 1st!
Last year, Gigi Moore assisted many girls in finding
sponsorships for ALA Girls State. If you know of a girl that
would like to attend, please let us know. Also, if you have
extra funds and are willing to help a girl experience this
wonderful program, drop us a line or give us a call.
We are now accepting applications for “City Moms”.
If you are a American Legion Auxiliary member that would
like to help and spread the good word of our organization,
then this may be the job for you! Visit ndgirlsstate.org/staffapplication/ for applications.
For additional information on the 2019 session please
reference the Girls State website at www.NDGirlsState.org,
email ndgirlsstate@gmail.com, or call 701-314-2460.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dana Thoreson,
Girls State Director

Americanism Program
Hello Auxiliary members!
My name is Holly Eslinger and I
am your Americanism Chair for 20182019. I have been a member of the
George W. Snook Unit 246 from Elgin
since 1981. I am eligible through my
father Fred, who is a Vietnam-Era
Veteran. In addition to being a member
of the American Legion Auxiliary, I
enjoy reading and quilting.
I wanted to send a gentle reminder; Americanism
essays are due to me by April 1st, 2019. Please encourage
the junior members and other children in your community
to write an essay. This year’s topic is “How can we address
and prevent veteran homelessness in our communities?”
(See more information on page 7 of this publication)
I also wanted to remind you to send in your Year-End
Reports this year. It’s very important to report to National
on what we are doing and the dollars spent. Every hour and
every dollar counts!
In addition, here are just a few ways you can show
Americanism in your communities:
• Teach Flag Etiquette in Schools
• Plan Flag Retirement Ceremonies
• Provide a Place to Purchase Flags and Depository for
Tattered, Used Flags
• Preparing and Thinking about Floats in Local Parades
for the 100th Anniversary
• Organize Picnics for Veterans and Their Families
• Display Flags on Graves for Memorial and Veterans Day
• Help Organize Veterans Day Programs
• Support ND American Legion and Auxiliary Programs
such as Boys/Girls State, International Music Camp
and Oratorical Contests
Have a great rest of the year!
Holly Eslinger
Department Americanism Chairman

VA&R Program

Greetings!
Veterans
Affairs
and
Rehabilitation (VA&R) is going strong
in North Dakota. Thank you for all
your hard work!! The round table at
Winter Conference was fun. I enjoyed
visiting with those that stopped by. I
had some things to check on when I
got back and found some answers.
Regarding the Move-in Baskets
through the VA: I was asked how the veterans in the
central and western part of the state can benefit from this
program. The Volunteer Service Coordinator at the Fargo
Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) told me that rather
than putting together baskets and having to transport them
throughout the state, it is easier to work with monetary
donations. The VA purchases Wal-Mart gift cards and sends
them to the social workers at the community-based outreach
clinics (CBOCs). The social workers will go shopping with
a veteran for items they need.
Please note: The funds should be sent to the Auxiliary
Department office, specifically earmarked for the CBOC
Social Workers; the Department Treasurer will then send
a check to Voluntary Service at the Fargo VAMC so they
can purchase the gift cards. The VA asks that it be done this
way so they can assure accurate tracking and recording of
the donations. (They also are audited regarding donations.)
VA bags for children should be sent directly to Fargo
and will be distributed to CBOC’s from there. Recently, the
VAMC in Fargo indicated they have a need for 60” X 80”
tie-blankets. Unit mailers from the Department Office have
a list of other items needed. For infection control purposes,
please send new items only.
Thanks again for all you do through VA&R.
LaVonne Matthews
Department VA&R Chairman

Poppy Program
Greetings Auxiliary members.
I encourage and challenge all
units, especially our Junior members,
to participate in the Auxiliary’s Poppy
Poster Contest. The Poppy Poster
Contest is open to students in grades
2-12. Information was sent to all units
in the January Unit Packet. Contact
your local school to ask them to
support the Poppy Poster Contest.
The Poppy Poster Contest rules can be found on the
Department’s website at: www.ndala.org. Click on the Tab
‘Programs’ and find Poppies.
The deadline to submit completed posters to me is:
May 20, 2019. This timeframe will allow me to judge entries
and send North Dakota winners on to Northwestern Division
and National for further judging. Send your poppy poster to:
Joan Buske, 403 S 6th St, Oakes, ND 58474-1915.
I look forward to receiving your poppy poster!
Joan Buske,
Department Poppy Chairman
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National Security

Hi ladies,
It’s February 9, 2019, and it’s
‘COLD’! I hope this wintery cold
spell ends soon. I’m sure looking
forward to spring.
On to National Security. I know
many units do different things related
to National Security. I am asking that
all units complete a Year-End Report
that includes National Security hours
and dollars spent. Please send your
reports to your District President who will forward them to
me.
If you have questions about the National Security
Program send a message to me at: nationalsecurity@ndala.
org.
In my conference call with the Northwestern Division
Chairman, I found that units in other states do a lot of the
same things for National Security that the Department of
North Dakota units do. One of the things that I would like
to see a few of our Units do is: take a cloth shopping bag or
a similar size bag and fill it with hygiene products for our
service women who are serving overseas. The same type of
bag could be assembled for the homeless women veterans.
They are much needed items. Clean, warm socks are also
needed for and welcomed by homeless veterans. There are
never enough socks to keep their feet warm.
Thank you, ladies, for all you do for our veterans,
especially our homeless veterans and families of our
veterans. Keep up the good work!
Mavis Goodroad,
Department National Security Chairman

We mistakenly omitted a
picture of our Children
and Youth Chairman last
issue. Linda Siewert is the
2018-2019 Department
Chairman.

Dates for Year-End
Reporting
Auxiliary Members
 Submit your –Year-End Report to
your Unit President by April 1, 2019
Unit Presidents
 Submit your compilation of
members Year-End Report to your
District President by April 15, 2019
District Presidents
 Submit your compilation of Unit
Year-End Report to all Department
Chairmen by May 1, 2019.


Submit a copy of your Year-End
Report to the Department Office by
May 1, 2019.



Submit a copy of your Year-End
Report to the Department President
by May 1, 2019.

Department Chairman
 Submit a Year-End Narrative Report
to your respective Northwestern
Division Chairman no later than
May 15, 2019.


Submit a copy of your Year-End
Narrative Report to the Department
office no later than May 15, 2019.

Department President/Department Office
 Department Year-End Report is due
to National Headquarters by June 1,
2019
It’s important to report your volunteer hours
and dollars spent in support of the American Legion
Auxiliary ‘Mission’. I know you all do more than you
take credit for so toot your horn and let’s count it and
go for 100% reporting in 2018-2019! Thank you for
everything you do for veterans and their families as
well as the work you do in your communities.
Jeannie Román,
Department President 2018-2019
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Project Funds Dispersed for Past President Mavis Goodroad
Mavis Goodroad, Past Department President
2017-2018, presented checks to three North Dakota
establishments that serve veterans. The project money for
these donations was raised throughout the year by selling
pins, raffle tickets, receiving donation monies from units,

posts, members and individuals.
The $5,000 in funds raised for the VA Medical Center
will be utilized by the Voluntary Services for hospitalized
veterans. $3,000 in funds also went to the North Dakota
Veterans Home at Lisbon, ND and $3,000 to Jan Eliassen,

Director of the Gladys Ray Shelter in Fargo. Under the
guidance of Ms. Eliassen, the shelter offers temporary
housing and other services to homeless veterans. We are so
thankful for the options provided to homeless veterans by
the Gladys Ray Shelter.

Mavis Goodroad, Past Department President 2017-2018,
presented Mark Johnson Director of the North Dakota Veterans
Home at Lisbon, ND a $3000 check from her President’s Project
funds.

Mavis Goodroad, Past Department President 2017-2018,
presented the Fargo VA Health Care System a $5000 check from
her President’s Project funds. Accepting the check are Director
LaVonne Liversage (left) and Karinne Davidson, Chief of Voluntary
Services at the Fargo VA Medical Center.

Mavis Goodroad, Past Department President 2017-2018,
presented the Fargo VA Health Care System a $5000 check from
her President’s Project funds. Accepting the check are Director
LaVonne Liversage (left) and Karinne Davidson, Chief of Voluntary
Services at the Fargo VA Medical Center.

Awards Available

Winter Conference

* Woman of the Year Award-Due May 10th.
* Salute to Active Duty Service Woman Award-Due May
10th.
Visit ndala.org/ppp/ for more information
* Goodwill Ambassador Award-Due March 1st.
* Member Award: R5-Recruit/Rejoin-recruit or rejoin 5 		
Auxiliary members-Due April 15th.
* Member Award: Silver Brigade-Recruit 25 new Auxiliary
members-Due April 15th.
Visit ndala.org/reporting/ for more information
**Please call the Department Office at 701-253-5992 if you
would like paper copies of any applications mailed to you**

Your unit’s reporting
matters! The American
Legion Auxiliary reported
to the U.S. Congress that
over 7 million volunteer
hours and $26 million
were donated through our
programs last year, but it is
estimated those numbers
would be 12 million hours
and $1.1 billion if we had
100% reporting nationwide.

The table prepared for the Winter Conference Memorial Service.
PC-Shauna Dubuque

LaVonne Matthews, VA&R Chairman,
doing a workshop presentation on the
Creative Arts program. PC-Gloria Covert

Jeanie Román, Department President, giving the opening welcome
for the joint session at Winter Conference. Department Commander
Glenn Wahus and Minot Mayor Shaun Sipma looking on. PC-Gloria
Covert

Gloria Covert, District 3 President and
Susan Lemley, District 1 President got a
hug from our Legion family professional
Santa, Arne, who is a US Air Force
Veteran. PC-Gloria Covert

Joan Lasher, District 4 President,
reading the names of the members at
eternal rest during the memorial service
at Winter Conference. PC-Gloria Covert

In Memoriam

West Dakota
Oil C Store

450 Villard Street East
Dickinson, North Dakota

(701) 225-4700

7101 County Road 15 West, Minot, ND
(701) 858-0312 Pro Shop
(701) 852-5502 Bar/Grille
18 Holes • Pro Shop
PGA Professional Practice Range
Cart & Club Rentals • Golf Lessons • Full Bar/Grille

District 1
Hallie M Anderson, Fargo
Marjorie A Nilles (SLM), Casselton
Barbara A West, Hope
Delores I Amann, Valley City
Josephine Hagglund, Valley City
Patricia Miller, Valley City
Shirley E Offermann, Kindred
Janice Borud (SLM), Galesburg
Julie C. Walker, Harwood
District 2
Marcella Kaufman, Grand Forks
Darlyes J McQuay, Grand Forks
Sally E Gaustad, Grafton
Sandra K Pederson, McVille
Yvonne Walstad (SLM), Park River
Irene Mozinski, Minto
Dorothy Rudnik, Minto
Leona Wysocki, Minto
Lavern Tharalson, Hoople
Phoebe Riske, Forest River
District 3
Margaret Williams, Rugby
Drina P Hansel, Langdon

District 5
Valeria Iverson, Bismarck
Phyllis Wentz, Bismarck
Helen Vanous, Wing
Carmen Burgad, Napoleon

District 6
Reta L. Erickson, Mohall
Marjorie A. Harmon (SLM), Mohall
District 7
Frances A. Fuchs, Carson
Ione Scholes (SLM), Carson
District 8
Patricia J Lynch (SLM), Beach
Reggie Gentz, New England
Anna J Kathrein, New England
Martha Hlebechuk, Belfield
Rose Hueske (SLM), Richardton
District 9
Mildred Wollan, Watford City
District 10
Elaine Qual (SLM), Lisbon
Neone E. Hird, Ellendale
Ann M Ham, Wyndmere

District 4
Mavis Miller, Carrington
Dorothy S. Peterson, Carrington
Department Unit 500
DeVon M. Allmaras (SLM), New Rockford
Elaine M Cowles, Mesa, AZ
Arlys Kuhn, Gackle
Mary Ann Holsinger (SLM), Mayville
Joyce Poykko, Gackle
We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify the Department Office of any errors so they may be corrected.
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2019 North Dakota Boys State June 9-14 in Wahpeton

By Neil Litton, Boys State Director
As it has since 1938, the 77th session of North Dakota
Boys State Program will educate and inspire young future
leaders from around the state in June 2019. This year, the
program runs from June 9-14, and will once again be held
on the campus of North Dakota State College of Science in
Wahpeton.
Each year, Legion members across the state work
carefully to select high school juniors from their community
to participate the program. We encouraged the Posts to make
contact with their local high school to talk with the boys
about attending North Dakota Boys State. They most likely
will never know about the program unless a member of the
Post takes the time to arrange for a meeting.
Applications for Boys State can be completed on-line
by visiting www.ndboysstate.org or through an application
with the local post. Any on-line application goes to
Department Headquarters first and then is fed back to the
local Post for their follow up with the respective student. If
you haven’t visited our website yet, we encourage you to do
so. Brochures and other registration materials were mailed
out to all posts, high school counselors and high school
principals earlier this year.
Once selected, the delegates enter a weeklong program
that teaches them the form, function and responsibilities of
state government. This is done by having the boys run their
own simulated state government.
The delegates form political parties, campaign for
elected office, and write and publish a newspaper of each
day’s events. On Tuesday, they elect a governor who
presides over the session. They also elect other state and
local governmental positions. This “learn by doing” method
is the backbone of all Boys State programs.
Among the highlights of the week is the emergency
management exercise that places delegates in the role of
leaders facing a string of simulated disasters to which they
must respond. With the cooperation of NDSU Emergency
management department, the disaster management exercise
is conducted in real time, using telephones and a computer
network to deliver news and updates to the delegate-run
command centers.
Outstanding delegates, cities and counties are
recognized at an awards ceremony at the end of the week.
The delegates compete for the following awards during the
week:
The Leroy Pease Memorial Award – Boys Nation
The M.B. Zimmerman Award – Boys Nation
Arve Dahlen-Milt Rue Award
Harold Piper Award
A.D. Mckinnon Award
Harry Edblom Award
John K. Kennelly Memorial Award
The Jack Williams Trophy
The Pancratz-Morris Award

THANK YOU FOR BRAVELY
SERVING OUR COUNTRY.
• Year-round fish cleaning
station open to the public
• Motel & resort accommodations
for every personality
• Outstanding guide services
for fishing and hunting
• Great multi-species fishing; trophy walleye,
jumbo perch, northern pike, & white bass
• Abundant ducks and geese in the flyway for the fall hunt
• Entertainment at Spirit Lake Casino
• World-class historical attractions
• Historical downtown shopping and spa experiences
• 18 holes of golf set against the backdrop
of sparkling Devils Lake

Plan your adventure online
or request your free
vacation packet today

The Marcus L. McDonald Award
Kirk Smith Award
Emergency Management Award (Pod Award)
The David Wolf Memorial Award
Director’s Award for Excellence
Again this year, we are able to provide a half credit for
civics education for a delegate’s high school graduation.
Also, again this year we are expanding the opportunity to
assist with the delegate’s high school requirements. The
NDAL Boys State and Girls State will both be administrating
the ND High School Civics test which is required before
graduation.
More than 29,000 young men have graduated from
North Dakota Boys State and many have gone to become
leaders and role modes. These include North Dakota Senator
John Hoeven, Judge Kirk Smith, retired North Dakota
Justice Ralph Erickstad, basketball coach Phil Jackson, and
Past National American Legion Commander H.F. “Sparky”
Gierke. Nationally, the program boasts numerous impressive
alumni, including former President Bill Clinton.
At the end of the week, Boys State staff members select
two outstanding individuals from each state to participate in
Boys Nation, a national program that parallels Boys State.
Boys Nation takes place in July in Washington DC.
Know someone that should go? If you have a potential
delegate you would like to nominate or have additional
questions, please contact Garrett Anderson, Deputy
Director in charge of Recruiting, at 701-799-0306 or
andersgarjames@gmail.com (student must currently be in
their junior year of high school).
SAMSUNG SCHOLARSHIP
Worldwide electronics leader Samsung endowed a
scholarship fund of $5 million to be administered by The
American Legion in 1996. Meant to show appreciation for
U.S. veterans who came to Korea’s aid during its struggle
against communist forces in the Korean War, the Samsung
American Legion Scholarship Program established a series
of scholarships derived from interest and other income
from the principal amount. There are now ten $10,000
scholarships (2 from each region), ten $5,000 scholarships
(2 from each region) and eighty Department finalists $1,250
scholarships awarded guaranteed.
Scholarships are restricted to high school juniors who
complete either a Boys State or Girls State program and are
a direct descendant - i.e. child, grandchild, great grandchild,
etc. - or a legally adopted child of a wartime veteran who

served on active duty during at least one of the periods of
war officially designated as eligibility dates for American
Legion membership.
Winners are selected according to academic record,
involvement in school and community activities,
community service and financial need. Applicants who are
direct descendants of Korean War veterans receive special
consideration. One winner is chosen during the week of
Boys State and awarded a $500 scholarship and entered as a
finalist in the national pool. A few years ago, North Dakota
had a finalist that received a $20,000 scholarship.
ND Boys State Looks For Support
North Dakota Boys State, a non-profit organization
of the North Dakota American Legion, is facing everincreasing costs of the week at the North Dakota State
College of Science and the preparation activities that go into
making it a success.
Boys State is unquestionably the finest youth program
sponsored by the North Dakota Legion and one that we can
be very proud of. We, of the Legion, realize how important
the program is in the state of North Dakota and that every
effort must be made to maintain the high standards that have
always been upheld by the program.
It seems that each year expenses and charges from the
college and for supplies necessitates an increase in costs for
the program. The Boys State Committee and the Department
Executive Committee has set the registration fee at $225
per delegate. To help hold down yearly sponsorship fees
in the coming years, donations are requested to help defray
housing, food, supplies and other necessities of the program.
We urge Posts and individuals to consider a donation
to North Dakota Boys State to help manage the costs for the
boys from across the state who participate in North Dakota
Boys State each year. With your help, we will be able to
maintain the high quality of the program from year to year.
Use the below form to send your donation to North
Dakota Boys State, PO Box 5057, West Fargo, ND 58078.
Thank you for your continued passion and support, you truly
are making a difference in the lives of others.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Questions or comments regarding ND Boys State can be
addressed to: Neil Litton, ND Boys State Director, PO Box
5057, West Fargo, ND 58078 or by calling the Department
Headquarters at 701-293-3120. For specific inquiries contact
Teri at Department Headquarters at programs@ndlegion.org

North Dakota Boys State Donation Form
Name:____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
City: _____________________________________
Amount of Donation:

($10) _______________ ($25) _____________ ($50) ______________ (Other) _________________

Send To:
North Dakota Boys State
PO Box 5057
West Fargo, ND 58078

THE STATE LEGION BAND WILL NEED HELP
First and foremost, I would like to apologize to the
Legionnaires and Auxiliary members in attendance at the
recent Winter Conference in Minot for not playing for the
dance on Saturday night. The State Legion Dance Band
cancelled its performance just a week before the Winter
Conference because it was only then that I found out that
our normal funding had been eliminated from the Legion’s
annual budget. With our budget gone and the expenses
involved to attend the Winter Conference, it seemed the
only prudent thing to do.
I think everyone knows that Legion membership
is declining and with that comes less money to spread
around to fund not only us but the other great programs
the Legion supports. We are not broke and maybe that
was the reason for the change this year. We have managed
our money well and will still be able to attend the historic
100-year National Convention in Indianapolis this year to
support the American Legion by marching in the parade,

ballyhooing and playing for the Tri-Stack party.
It is now time for the band to start thinking about
its future to try to determine how viable we can remain
going forward. If the great ladies of the American Legion
Auxiliary can continue to support us the way they have in
recent years, our attendance at State Conventions can go
on for many years. Unfortunately, without additional help
the National Convention in Indianapolis may be our last.
The members of this great band have given their time
and talent an average of 20.12 years of service per member.
That means, in total, the 33 members of the band have
given 664 years of service to the American Legion and
Auxiliary. Commendable is an understatement. As a unit,
we are 95 years old this year and I for one would hate to see
the great legacy of this band go away. If you individually,
your Post or your Unit can do anything to help us continue
to flourish, it will be greatly appreciated.
Bruce Holtan, State Band Manager

stroh
a r ch i t ec t s

i i n t er i o r s

QUALITY ON TAP

Serving Rural Residents of Stutsman, Foster,
Logan, Griggs and LaMoure Counties

1812 Hwy. 281 North, Jamestown, ND 58401

(701) 252-7727

srwdistrict@daktel.com
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As we all know, every March we celebrate the birthday
of the American Legion. This year is especially noteworthy
as it marks our 100th birthday. It is a milestone so significant
that National Headquarters has made it a sixteen-month
celebration. Besides honoring all who have belonged to
the American Legion, this event also presents a unique
opportunity for recruitment and retention of members. Every
Post should have a program for celebrating the anniversary of
the formation of the American Legion, along with recognizing
and showing appreciation to all members, past and present.
If there was ever a time to show everyone what we do,
then this is it. Most of our other ceremonies focus on paying
tribute to our Nation and its veterans. But this time it’s all
about the American Legion! We are a proud organization that
has accomplished more than anyone in supporting the men
and women of our country who have worn the uniform of our
Armed Forces.
When putting together your event, make it spectacular.
Remember, this is a very special occasion. Advertise what
you’re doing and invite the entire community to help celebrate
our century of service as America’s leading veteran’s
organization. Get the entire Post involved, including the
Auxiliary and the Sons of the American Legion. Make it a point

to personally invite any past members whose membership
has expired. It’s an opportunity to welcome them back into
the family. If there are any deceased member’s family still
around, by all means, offer them a special invitation to honor
their loved one’s service to the American Legion.
Keep in mind that our message is all about celebrating
the American Legion, as we enter our second century.
Recruiting is not the primary purpose at this time. However,
in the course of presenting our history and explaining our
programs, we can subtly point out to any prospective member
the benefits of belonging to the American Legion.
Spring in North Dakota is always an eagerly anticipated
time of year. It’s a time of awakening as we crawl out of the
doldrums of winter. Most of us are full of motivation to get
out there and start accomplishing one project after another.
For those of us working on behalf of membership for the
American Legion, Spring represents the final quarter of our
Legion year. It means that final push to reach our goals. You
become more aware of the impending deadline that seems to
be approaching much too fast with each passing day.
Trying to contact the stragglers who’ve yet to renew.
Knowing that, in all likelihood, if they haven’t done so by
now, it’s a good bet they probably wont. But you still keep

trying because maybe, just maybe, this might be the one time
you succeed.
You look at the Post 500 roster for the umpteenth time
to see if any names are there that you may have overlooked.
You go through your past notes on prospects to make sure
you haven’t forgotten about anyone and that you’ve done all
of your follow ups. Then you repeat the whole process again
and again until your time is up.
To all of those on our membership team, to include
Regional Vice Commanders, District Commanders, and Post
Adjutants/Membership Chairmen, we are entering the 4th
Quarter of the game and we’re behind. It’s time to pull out
the old playbook and put together the strategy that is going
march us down the field and into the end zone for the winning
score.
To every member of the Department of North Dakota,
we all have a stake in this outcome. You are our eyes and ears
out there. If you know anyone who is not a current member,
either talk to them yourself, or give their name to your Post
membership chairman. It is going to take the effort of every
single one of us to put North Dakota over the top this year.
If anyone needs any assistance, please, please feel free to
contact me. LET’S DO THIS! TEAM 100!

Greetings,
It was good to meet many of you at Minot in January
for the Winter Conference. I especially appreciate the
many ways available in our state for members of the
American Legion to serve their fellow veterans. I was also
very pleased, as were many in attendance, with the quality
of the presentations during the oratory contest.
I have been studying for a time, the Bible’s teachings
on the concept of a “nation.” One of the criticisms I often
hear about patriotism is that it is based on an unjustified
pride in the greatness of America. Many intellectuals feel

that the world would be a friendlier and better place if we
were all part of one global community. My Dad would
have had serious problems with such a view.
When my father returned from service in North Africa
and Italy during WWII, he would tell anyone who would
listen that the United States was the greatest nation in the
world. His view wasn’t based on wealth, power, or military
might, but rather upon the basic goodness of the American
people and the limitless opportunities that we and our
children are given.
But, returning to my thoughts about the Bible’s

teachings, I see God dealing with us individually and with
us as a nation. God judges the nations for their injustices
and their disobedience to His law, even as He judges us, His
children. To the extent that America protects the helpless,
provides for the disadvantaged and promotes a morality
based on His law, God will bless us as a nation.
If you are in the habit of praying to God Almighty, I
encourage you to pray for our country, her leaders, and her
people. Pray that we would be that “one nation under God”
and remain a beacon to those who long for the freedoms
that God has given to us.

www.bncbank.com

Does someone you love suffer from

Alzheimer's and Memory Loss?
Now there’s Country House, a specialized residence
of style and distinction - with professional
24-hour staff providing the care
your loved one deserves.

Member FDIC

Bismarck • Crosby • Garrison • Linton
Mandan • Stanley • Watford City

628 24th Street West, Dickinson, ND 58601
(701) 483-2266

Welcome to

CERTIFIED TANK REMOVAL & INSTALLATION
ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATING
Commercial/Municipal
• Excavating • Grading/Fill
• Gravel/Crushed Asphalt
• Water/Sewer • Septic systems • Basements
• Demolition • Landscaping • Trucking
Minot
Fargo

(701) 839-1817 (701) 277-1884
5820 Hwy 2. E.
6218 53 Ave. S.W.
Mailbox@excavatinginc.com

EXPERIENCE
THE WORLD!
MAY 23, 2019: MEMORIAL DAY ON THE BEACHES
OF NORMANDY, FRANCE
$3,450. All veterans receive $100 discount.
Includes Battle of the Bulge sights in Belgium, plus
Germany with Remagan Bridge, Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest,
Dachau Concentration Camp 12-day tour departs
May 23, 2019. (All inclusive from Sioux Falls.) SOLD
OUT! We now have a waiting list for next year.

JULY, 2019: LAND OF THE
MIDNIGHT SUN

$3,979. PRICE REDUCED! 12-day extravagant adventure departs
July 25, 2019. (All inclusive from Mpls.) Only six seats remaining!

Boring
Doesn’t
Live Here!
www.noboundariesnd.com

SEPTEMBER 2019:
DESTINATION TOUR OF SWITZERLAND

3208 16th Street SW
Minot ND
(701) 852-4420

$3,325 all inclusive from Minneapolis OR $3,869 all inclusive from Sioux
Falls. Includes Glacier Express across the Alps, traditional festivals and
scenic northern Italy to Milan. 11-day tour departs September 24, 2019.
Only six seats remaining!

Tours designed and escorted by Vi Ranney,
Yankton, tour designer for GRHS.
For details call Vi at 605-665-3596 or e-mail:
viranney@vyn.midco.net. Everyone Welcome!
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The Gunnerud-Dietrich American Legion Post 86 of
Minnewaukan recently made a donation to VFW Post 756
of Devils Lake for its roofing project. Legion Post 86 Vice
Commander Mark Motis, left, presents the $200 check
to Wes Widmer, commander of VFW Post 756. Widmer,
wearing his sergeant first class uniform, is a retired full-time
national guard soldier. Motis, formerly of Minnewaukan,
now lives in Devils Lake. Several years ago, VFW Post
756 donated money to Legion Post 86 for a roofing project
on the Legion building. Legion Post 86 has now returned
that favor.

Langdon Post 98 American Legion Riders donations to their
“Christmas Cheer” program.

Legion Riders presenting check to local Food Pantry in Langdon,
ND.

American Legion Post 86 of Minnewaukan Vice Commander Mark
Motis, right, presents a check for $2,800 to the Legion Post’s
scholarship at Lake Region State College in Devils Lake. Accepting the donation is Elonda Nord, interim executive director of the
Community College Foundation. The latest donation from Post 86
brings the scholarship endowment to $20,000. Interest from that
amount is awarded in scholarships annually, with preference to
students from Benson County.

Two members of the greatest generation and Paid Up For Life
members of the American Legion Post 210 of Galesburg, ND, on
Veterans Day on November 11, 2018.
Orin Larson (left) 96 years old and Myron Bjelverud (right) four
months younger at 95.

Mandan Municipal

Airport

(701) 663-0669
(701) 391 1394
www.mandanairport.com
manager@mandanairport.com

Ervin Longnecker of the New Rockford American
Legion Post #30 celebrated his 100th birthday on Monday,
December 3, 2018.
The American Legion Post #30 recognized Ervin with
a cake and celebration. Ervin proudly served in the U.S.
Army from December 11, 1942 until December 14, 1945.
European African Middle Eastern Theater.
Ervin has been a member of the American Legion for
63 years.
Submitted by Sarah Smith Warren Photography, New
Rockford, ND

TRI-STATE MINN-DAKOTA REGISTRATION FORM
MAY 3-6, 2019 • BISMARCK, ND
FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS CALL 701-258-7000
ROOM RATE $85.00/DAY + tax

Fargo, ND

RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL • 1400 E. INTERCHANGE AVE
(SE corner Hwy US 85 & I94 INTERSECTION-exit 159)
BISMARCK, ND 58501
MAIL REGISTRATION TO:
NORTH DAKOTA GRAND VOITURE 40/8
PO BOX 1111
BISMARCK. 58502-1111

Free Admission

with this coupon • 1 per customer

NAME______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

_____________________________________________

ZIP______________

VOITURE ________ CITY & STATE____________________________________________
_____ PINS

$5.00

_____ REGISTRATION $15.00

Free Bomb Shot

with this coupon • 1 per customer
325 N. 10th Street • Fargo, ND

$ _______________
$_______________

_____ BANQUET $25.00 ($30.00 AFTER 4-10-19) $_______________
(no late banquet registrations after April 25, 2019)

TOTAL $_______________
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO VOITURE 291
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Greetings from District 1,
I hope this finds everyone surviving
our crazy North Dakota winter ok! Our
Winter Conference was held January 25,
26 and 27 in Minot. It was great to see
old friends and make some new ones!
There are many posts planning their
100th year Legion birthday celebrations.
If your post has not planned anything
Michele Olson
1st District Cmdr yet, I really encourage you to do so. It is
a great way to get the Legion involved in
your community and it could also be a great way to find new
members! Plans are coming along great for the American
Legion Centennial Celebration in Grand Forks during the
Department Convention in June.
One sign of summer is Boys State and I am encouraging
all posts to reach out to your local high schools to recruit
eligible boys to participate in this wonderful Legion program!
If you need any information or recruiting materials, please
contact me and I will get you what you need.
Spring District Meetings are right around the corner!
District One will be holding their meeting in Mayville on
Tuesday, April 9 at 7:00 pm at the VFW in Mayville. Social
hour and dinner will be at the Top Hat Lounge, 131 1st Ave
SE in Mayville. Thank you to Post Commander Floyd Aune
and Post #8 for hosting. I hope to see this meeting wellattended by District One legionnaires!
Until next time, stay warm and healthy!
Greetings from District 2,
It was a pleasure to see many of you
in Minot for our 2019 American Legion
Department of ND Winter Conference.
Admittedly, I was disappointed that the
Joint Memorial Service was cancelled
along with the rest of Sunday’s
schedule, but what a smart decision by
the Department Leadership to get us on
Clarance Carroll III
2nd District Cmdr the road back to our homes. I rolled into
Grand Forks and 15 minutes later they
closed down U.S. 2 due to drifting and blowing snow. I pray
that every Legionnaire made it home safely!
If you haven’t heard or didn’t see the announcement
in the December issue of The North Dakota Legion News,
(Page 5) Perry (Skip) Nesdahl announced his decision to run
for Eastern Region Vice Commander. Skip has been a great
mentor to me and I unconditionally endorse him for Eastern
Region Commander and I would encourage the posts in
District 2 to support Skip in his endeavor.
It was decided in our Eastern Region meeting that we
would NOT be doing a consolidated Regional meeting in
lieu of three separate District meetings as was previously
decided upon. I’m personally not happy with this decision
as it goes against the intent and guidance of both our
Department Commander as well as our Department
Executive Committee. I’m also admittedly embarrassed
that Eastern Region is the only Region to defy Department
direction. It has always been my belief to succumb to the
leadership appointed over me and I find myself in a position
where that just didn’t happen. That being said, our next
milestone together will be getting ready for the Spring
District Meeting.
As a member of The National Security Commission,
our National Commander has invited me to attend the 2019
Washington Conference February 25-26 along with the
rest of the Department delegation. I am humbled by this
selection to attend as well as meet with our ND Senators
and Representatives to relay American Legion issues. I look
forward to representing our Department at the State and
National levels and look forward to writing about it in the
next issue of The North Dakota Legion News.
Also, and restated from my last submission…Please
don’t forget, we are still looking for a candidate for District
2 Vice Commander for 2019-2020. If you have someone
interested, please have him or her contact me or Paul Daley
at (701) 360-1851 with any questions.
Greetings from District 3,
With the winter conference over
and the Spring meetings right around
the corner, it will be a busy time. As
those who attended the fall meeting
know we are going to be having the
spring meeting at Camp Grafton. Only
this time it will be a Central Region
Meeting with Districts 3, 4, and 5. This
Troy Reemtsma
3rd District Cmdr is a change from the past, but it should be
exciting as 3rd District Vice Commander
Bryce has a lot of activities planned so we all come out of
there with more Legion knowledge. The spring meeting will
be 6 April 2019. More information will be coming shortly.
“Helmets for Heroes” are available for distribution so
let me know if you need any helmets. I have 4 more to pass
out to the posts within our district.
Fall and half of winter have come and gone in quite
a hurry this year. Hopefully all stayed warm during our
coldest temps in recent memory. Unfortunately, I was not
able to go out to visit posts in December. I’m hoping to
make some rounds in February and March. As we travel this
next year, we would like to know what you have going on.
Vice commander Bryce has set up a Facebook page for the
Third District so send him an email so he can get you set up.
Our goal is to visit every post or at least try to. If your post
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District Reports
District 3 continued,
doesn’t meet, I would still like to stop and see you over a
cup of coffee.
Now is the time to work on getting your members
renewed. As a Post Adjutant I know it can be a busy and hard
time trying to get a hold of everybody to ensure their dues
are paid. But it is a good time to get your face in the public
and see if you can draw some attention to yourself and try
and recruit a few new members.
Don’t forget about the traveling trophy that was bid on
by Devils Lake and lost to Cando in October. We held onto
the trophy until the winter conference. The traveling trophy
is now at Langdon. But not for long!!
In closing, I’m excited for what the new year will bring
for Bryce and myself as your 3rd District Leadership. If
there is anything we can help with, don’t hesitate to call or
email us.
Greetings from District 5,
Welcome to all our ND Legion
members...Veterans, Auxiliary, Riders
and Sons of American Legion. I
have returned as being the District
5 Commander until the summer
convention in Grand Forks. Jared
Klempel resigned due to unforseen
circumstances. “I enjoyed being the
Arnie Havelka
district commander and being a delegate
th
5 District Cmdr
to the Minneapolis National convention.
It helped me gain more information on the American
Legion.”
Many members were not at the winter conference, that
was due to the weather conditions. When I left Minot it was
clear and still..clear up to my cheeks and still snowing. There
is always some changes coming from the winter conference
or the annual convention.
Our district spring meeting will be held at Camp Grafton
just south of Devils Lake. The meeting will be combined with
members of District 3, 4 and 5, which is the Central Region.
Our meeting will be held Saturday, April 6, starting at 9:00
a.m. There will be rooms available if you decide to come
in the evening at the cost of $20.00 per person. After the
caucus meeting is finished, there will be tours of the military
training facilities and will be able to experience some of the
simulators. More detailed information will be coming and I
will send it to your post commanders and adjutants. I will
also try to make it to many post meetings with information.
It is a few extra miles, but some of us have driven extra miles
for an auction sale, a wedding, or even a date or going to a
dance. Due to age, some of us may have to start earlier. We
may have a bus set up to go the night before.
Remember this is the 100-year of the American Legion.
The convention will be in Grand Forks, 27-30 June. Let’s
have someone from every Post of District 5. Currently we
have always been strong with more posts attending and the
highest percentage of members from District 5.
When you see your post commander or adjutant, wish
them well and thank them for their service. If you haven’t
seen them for a while...call me...I’ll give you the date and
time of your meeting and also the names and their phone
number. Call me 701-340-2965.

Cell: (701) 269-6070
Fax: (701) 252-6612
david@glinzfarm.com

Glinz Farm
2147 77th Ave SE, Highway 281
Pingree, ND 58476

Greetings from District 8,
To one and all, Happy Holidays
and a Blessed New Year. District 8 is
off and running in the New Year and I
have already started handing out gift
cards. Congratulations to all the Post
Commanders who have reached and/or
exceeded their membership goals.
Congratulations to Madison Barndt
George Petermann
8th District Cmdr from Dickinson for winning 1st place
in the following Oratorical Contests:
Local Dickinson Post 3, District 8 Contest, Western Division
Contest and North Dakota Department State Contest. This
fine young lady is on her way to participate in the National
Oratorical Contest in Indianapolis, IN. The best of the best.
Helmets for Heroes in District 8 is off to a good start.
An example is I dropped off a helmet when I attended a Post
Meeting in Belfield, before I left there was already over $50
in the helmet. Same effect when I participated in an Officer
Installation Ceremony in Mott.
I had a wonderful time at both functions and look
forward to going back.
This is all for now and will have more later.
Greetings from District 9,
Here we are again, another quarter
of the year in the books. As we get older
it seems the days, months and years pick
up speed and fly by.
Minot hosted a wonderful Winter
Conference. The more of these I attend
the more friends I collect. I have really
enjoyed attending District, Winter,
Dan Brown
Department and National meetings this
9th District Cmdr
past year and meeting so many fantastic
Legionnaires that all have the same common goal of
supporting our Veterans, Children and Community.
Our Spring all District Regional Meeting is scheduled
for April 13th in Watford City. I will be sending out more
information on this so mark it on your calendars and come
on down, up or over to Watford City for our meeting and
nominations.
Another mark on the Calendar would be the Department
Convention June 27-30, 2019, in Grand Forks. I have thrown
my name in the hat for Western Region Vice Commander and
would like your support if you deem me a worthy candidate.
I know we are an aging organization and in our rural
communities there is not a membership base to replace our
brothers/sisters that have passed on, but we will stay vital and
strong to all that we serve. Thank you all for your continued
service as it can seem a long and lonely road, but we are here
traveling it with you.
If anyone in the District has questions or would like some
training on the online membership renewal process, please
contact me at willistonlegion@yahoo.com or 701-770-6036.
We can schedule a time to meet and go over it. For myself,
I absolutely love this new membership processing as it is so
simple, convenient and fast. Within “mylegion” is also a
revitalization folder that can help send out letters to post 500’s,
and members that may be a year behind.

Ask about our military discount!
www.gooseneckimp.com

Kelly Haase
Director

2805 Elk Drive • Minot, ND 58701

(701) 852-1800

kellyh@LifeAtTheView.com
www.mapleview.aotek.net

501 Main Avenue
West Fargo, ND
(701) 281-9092
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Dickinson – Post #3
Bogner, Walter......................................... 10/02/2017
Robinson, Eugene................................... 04/28/2018
Tisor, Leon............................................... 01/03/2018
Hillsboro – Post #4
Tufte, Duane............................................. 12/14/2018
Beach – Post #5
Hager, Maurice......................................... 11/13/2018
Grand Forks – Post #6
Becker, Robert......................................... 12/28/2018
Jackson, Richard..................................... 01/16/2019
Jordet, Harold             ............................. 11/23/2018
Keufler, James......................................... 11/16/2018
Mitchell, Walter........................................ 11/24/2018
Lisbon – Post #7
Olson, Ernest..................................... Unknown DOD
Mayville – Post #8
Lyng, Duane............................................. 01/16/2019
Jamestown – Post #14
Hanson, Clarence.............................. Unknown DOD
Kachel, Melvin......................................... 11/30/2018
Sykeston – Post #17
Kurtz, Clarence........................................ 12/23/2018
Wahpeton – Post #20
Tolo, J. D.................................................. 06/19/2018
Rugby – Post #23
Johnson, LeRoy........................................      09/2018
Devils Lake – Post #24
Geist, Gerald............................................ 02/01/2019
Carrington – Post #25
Peterson, Raymond................................. 10/09/2018
Minot – Post #26
Anderson, Dale........................................ 10/19/2018
Butgereit, Loren....................................... 10/13/2017
Dostert, Edwin......................................... 10/28/2018
Kelly, Francis............................................ 01/14/2019
Lilly, Donald............................................. 01/28/2019
Spilde, Larry ........................................... 11/04/2018
Keyes, Kenneth........................................ 12/19/2018
Spilde, Larry ........................................... 11/04/2018
Harvey – Post #28
Goldade, Valentine................................... 11/08/2018
Hofland, Dean.......................................... 01/01/2019
Volk, Robert............................................. 12/24/2018
New Rockford – Post #30
Dauenhauer, Theodore............................ 12/16/2018
Oakes – Post #36
Foss, Harold............................................ 01/02/2019
Miller, Richard.......................................... 10/19/2018
Williston – Post #37
Holgerson, Lanny............................... Unknown DOD
Kiwimagi, Donald............................... Unknown DOD
Neubauer, Thomas............................. Unknown DOD
Newnam, Dwain................................. Unknown DOD
Peterson, Winfred.............................. Unknown DOD
Shinn, Kenneth.................................. Unknown DOD
Shortall, John..................................... Unknown DOD
Urbatsch, Kenneth............................. Unknown DOD
Cogswell – Post #38
Urie, Norman..................................... Unknown DOD
Velva – Post #39
Latimer, Marlin................................... Unknown DOD
Mandan – Post #40
Lewis, William.................................... Unknown DOD

Grafton – Post #41
Deitz, Edward.......................................... 11/14/2018
Dusek, Joseph......................................... 12/18/2018
Bottineau – Post #42
Amsbaugh, Charles........................... Unknown DOD
Amundson, Myron............................. Unknown DOD
Pasicznyk, Walter.............................. Unknown DOD
Bowman – Post #48
Gerth, Frederick....................................... 12/27/2018
Reeder – Post #51
Oleson, Owen.......................................... 01/01/2019
Mohall – Post #52
Goeson, Bernard............................... Unknown DOD
Vig, Duane......................................... Unknown DOD
Ashley – Post #53
Salzer, John....................................... Unknown DOD
Wishek, Max............................................ 09/16/2017
Valley City – Post #60
Anderson, William.................................... 11/17/2018
Henley, Charles........................................ 01/21/2019
Johnson, Donald...................................... 01/15/2019
Mandy, John............................................ 12/27/2018
Wright, Donald ........................................ 11/01/2018
Flasher – Post #69
Huncovsky, Paul................................ Unknown DOD
Stegmiller, Leo................................... Unknown DOD
Crosby – Post #75
Rosenquist, William........................... Unknown DOD
Wishek – Post #87
Kramer, Vernon........................................ 11/10/2018
Larimore – Post #97
Solseng, Thomas..................................... 10/29/2018
Langdon – Post #98
Allbrooks, James..................................... 09/29/2018
Burnham, Dean........................................ 10/23/2018
Jensen, Darrell......................................... 11/16/2018
Marcelin, Henry........................................ 05/24/2018
Nuelle, Bernhard...................................... 12/09/2018
Ripplinger, Donald................................... 10/21/2017
Hebron – Post #100
Rehling, Kenneth......................................02/03/2019
Havana – Post #108
Kubista, Earl............................................. 12/30/2018
Nelson, Allen............................................ 11/18/2018
Wildrose – Post #110
Howard, Harold........................................ 10/27/2018
Binford – Post #111
Beaver, Kevin........................................... 12/01/2018
Grenora – Post #116
Sunsted, Jens.......................................... 01/12/2019
Hazelton – Post #126
Appert, Fred............................................. 01/10/2019
Turtle Lake – Post #133
Zietz, Lester....................................... Unknown DOD
Ellendale – Post #137
Anderson, Donald.............................. Unknown DOD
Steinwand, Alex................................. Unknown DOD
Tioga – Post #139
Montgomery, Robert.......................... Unknown DOD
Edgeley – Post #146
Mathson, James................................ Unknown DOD
Park River – Post #147
Alkofer, Anton.......................................... 12/09/2018

St. Thomas – Post #168
Green, Manvel.......................................... 11/29 /2019                      
Buxton – Post #172
Soderberg, Delano................................... 11/20/2018
Richardton – Post #180
Messer, Ralph.......................................... 12/21/2018
Wieglenda, Emil....................................... 12/15/2018
Hazen – Post #189
Hurley, Darrell.................................... Unknown DOD
Johnson, Duane....................................... 12/13/2018
Lukins, Rodney.................................. Unknown DOD
Gwinner – Post #191
Bergeson, Robert........................................... 10/2018
Hoiland, Curt.................................................. 10/2018
Pisek – Post #208
Dub, Daniel.............................................. 11/29/2018
Simon, Mervin.......................................... 12/26/2018
Galesburg – Post #210
Larson, Orin..............................................12/28/2018
Rolla – Post #235
Meier, Lowell............................................ 10/16/2018
Michigan – Post #238
Vasichek, Thomas.................................... 02/03/2019
Glen Ullin – Post #239
Muller, Joseph.......................................... 12/19/2018
Noonan – Post #243
Ellison, Robert................................... Unknown DOD
Cannon Ball – Post #259
Conica, Raphael................................ Unknown DOD
Rita, Joshua....................................... Unknown DOD
Belcourt – Post #262
Brien, Kenneth................................... Unknown DOD
McCloud, Richard Jr.......................... Unknown DOD
Butte – Post #270
Schott, William......................................... 12/30/2018
Zakopying, Warren................................... 01/04/2019
Manvel – Post #299
Heggen, Roger......................................... 12/25/2018
Lee, Roger............................................... 12/19/2018
Teige, Ardell............................................. 01/15/2019
West Fargo – Post #308
Stewart, Robert.................................. Unknown DOD
Wyum, George................................... Unknown DOD
Post #500
Mangino, Ernest....................................... 12/17/2018

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

Full Cantina!
301 40th Ave SW, #101, Minot, ND

(701) 858-0777
Open 11 am–10 pm

Freedom Banking
Beneﬁts for Our Military!
Western’s way of saying Thank You to
those who have served or are serving in
any branch of the United States Military.
• VIP Interest Bearing Checking Account
• FREE Western Checks
• NO ATM Fees
• FREE Identity Theft Protection
• FREE Online Banking
• FREE Mobile Banking
• Discounts on Consumer Loans & Home Loans

May 31 – June 1
Summer Sizzle
September 13 – 14
Fall Festival
November 29 – 30
Thanks for 150 Years

Fargo • West Fargo
701-356-9800 • 701-277-5003
www.westernbanks.com
*Automatic refund up to $20 per statement cycle. See bank for details. Member FDIC.

Exciting events have been
planned for each weekend
Visit www.wahpeton150.com
or our Facebook page
Wahpeton150, for more information

Thanks you for your Service
1551 45th St S. • Fargo, ND l Kirkwood Mall • Bismarck, ND
Dakota Square • Minot, ND l Columbia Mall • Grand Forks, ND
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Winter Conference Highlights

Dept Cmdr Wahus conducts a round table discussion

100th Year Centennial banquet cake

Calie Lindseth Women’s Veteran Coordinator for
NDDVA VA&R meeting

Commander Wahus presented National Vice
Commander Sweet a hand carved antler pen set made
in North Dakota from The ND Department

POW-MIA Ceremony at the banquet

ND Legion college Level 1 participants

2017-2018 Past Commander Karen Meier presenting
the 2018 Department Commanders Award to Richard
Reur from Minot

Guest Speaker National Vice Commander Steve Sweet
at the Winter Conference Banquet

Steve Anderson

Announces his run for
2019-2020

Department of North Dakota
Commander Elect
• Endorsed by Langdon Post 98
• Endorsed by Home-town Post, Hope Post 18
• Retired USMC Gunnery Sergeant
• Active Duty Service 1977-1997
• Past Vice Commander of Post 98
• Past Commander of Post 98
• Past District 3 Vice Commander
• Past District 3 Commander
• Director of local American Legion Riders Chapter
• National Security Council Member
• Member of the ND American Legion College Staff
• 2018 Graduate of The National American Legion College
• Current Central Region Vice Commander

Please support me in my bid for the Department of
North Dakota Commander Elect.

American
Legion
Department
of ND
2019 Winter
Conference
Sweepstakes
$2,000 Grand
Prize Winner
David Wolf of
Mandan Post 40

$1,000 Prize Winner
Dale Hatzenbuhler of
Dickinson Post 3

$200 Prize Winners
Rosa Rogers of
Harwood Post 297
Layne O’Neill of
Kenmare Post 64

$100 Prize Winners
Donovan Law of
Rolette Post 194

Charles Moris of
Pembina Post 77
Philip Lutz of
Hebron Post 100
Steven Anderson
of Langdon Post 98

Carrington — Cavalier
Devils Lake (2) — Langdon
Rolla — Rugby — Valley City (2)

(701) 852-1491

A picture of

SAFETY

Prices start at $39.99/mo.
Free Equipment, Installation
and Maintenance

Darrell Triplett
of Bismarck Post 1
Felix Rudnik of
Minto Post 201

SRT.com
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

