Winter Conference Hosted by Mandan
The 2020 Winter Conference will be hosted by
Mandan’s American Legion Gilbert S. Furness Post
#40 on January 24-26, 2020, to be held at the Ramkota
in Bismarck. Commander Kenny Wiederholt will
be presiding over the conference meetings and
providing meeting support to the following affiliated
organizations within our Department; The American
Legion Auxiliary, The Sons of the American Legion
and the Legion Riders. Pre-registration for the Legion
is required for the conference this year to assist the
staff and conference committees in providing the
hotel facility accurate meal counts and meeting space.
Please use the pre-registration form on page 16. PreRegistration forms were sent to the Post Commander,
Post Adjutant and Post Membership Chairman in the
November Target date bulletin. Please complete and
return the form to the Department Headquarters.
Again, this year at the Winter Conference will
be the North Dakota version of the Legion College
on Friday afternoon beginning at 1:30 pm. This
presentation will be chaired by Past Department
Commander Glenn Wahus. It will cover the Basic
training course and other items about the history of
the American Legion. There was an application in
the November bulletin for anyone that is interested,
or you can contact the Headquarters office for an
application before January 9th.
Registration will begin on Friday afternoon at
2:00 pm and will continue until 7:00 pm. Make sure
you view the Winter Conference Schedule in this
issue on page 16 and also on the Legion website at
www.ndlegion.org.
The Joint Opening Session of the Conference
will be gaveled to order by Commander Wiederholt
on Friday evening at 7:00 pm.
James W. “Bill” Oxford National Commander
for the 2019-2020 year, will be attending our 2020
Winter Conference and will be our guest speaker

at the banquet on
Saturday evening.
Oxford
was
elected as a National
Commander of The
American
Legion
during The American
Legion’s
101st
National Convention
in Indianapolis, IN,
last August. He has
been a member of
the nation’s largest
veterans’ organization
National Commander
since 1986. Oxford’s
James “Bill” Oxford
theme as National Commander is “A Foundation
for the Future,” as the organization enters its second
century of service.
A native of Lenoir, NC, James is a paid-upfor-life member and past commander of Post 29 in
Lenoir. He served as Department Commander of the
North Carolina American Legion from 2010 to 2011.
A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, Oxford was an
aviation electronic technician for the A-6 Intruder and
served in Vietnam during his initial enlistment. After
being discharged as a sergeant in 1970, Oxford joined
the North Carolina National Guard. He subsequently
attended officer’s candidate school and transferred to
the U.S. Army Reserve, where he ultimately retired as
a colonel after more than 34 years of military service.
Bill and his wife, Frances, have been married
since 1967. They have a son, Charles (married to
Deah Reid), and a daughter, Jackie (married to Mike
Carr). They also have four grandsons, Isiah, Micah,
Jaggar and Dawson.
Paul Dillard Leading Candidate for National
Commander will also be attending the Winter
Conference and will speak at the General Session

on Saturday at 8:30
am. Dillard was born
in Whitesboro, TX,
and graduated from
Whitesboro
High
School in 1965. After
graduation, he joined
the U.S. Navy serving
from 1965 to 1969,
during the Vietnam
era.
Paul is a paid-upfor-life member of
C.R. Simmons - C.G.
Leading Candidate
Hardwicke Post 29
Paul Dillard
in Sherman, TX. He was elected to the high office
of Department Commander in 2007-2008 and was
elected as National Vice Commander in 2013-2014.
Paul and his wife, Donna have been married
for over 35 years and have two sons, William
and Jonathon, one daughter-in-law Karri and two
grandsons Jarrett and Lukas, all are members of the
American Legion Family.
Department Oratorical Chairman Jerry Samuelson
will be in charge of the State High School Oratorical
Contest Finals on Saturday afternoon. These contests
are always popular and are strictly managed to ensure
a fair and level field for the presenters, therefore,
the finals will begin “promptly” at 1:30 pm. Once
this program has begun, access to this event will be
restricted, minimizing any interruptions during the
student’s speeches. These students are phenomenal
and always provide exciting and inspirational
orations.
The Winter Conference is a great time to learn
what your American Legion is doing both on the
Department and National levels, so be sure to mark
your calendars!

Recognition of Highway 281 with Motorcycle Ride

Pictured from left to right: Jim Wallace-NVC- MI, Ron Matthews-Dept Adj-ND, Fred Nelson-Dept Cmdr-SD, David Salak-Dept Adj-NE, Chuck Shoemaker-Dept Cmdr-KS, Ron
Gott-Dept Cmdr-OK, Jeff Perkins-Dept Cmdr-TX, Steve Sweet-NVC-MS.

The American Legion’s 100th anniversary
was celebrated with an 1,875-mile motorcycle trek
through the heart of the nation July 31-August 4. The
ride was organized and sponsored by six American
Legion state departments between the Canada and
Mexico borders, the American Legion Centennial
Ride had 60 scheduled stops before the rendezvous
point on August 4 in Great Bend, KS.
The ride traversed US Highway 281, which

in 1960 was designated as the national American
Legion Memorial Highway, passing through Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota and
North Dakota.
Two 30-rider teams traveled toward each other
from the international borders with Mexico and
Canada. Team Vision brought one half of a centennial
banner north from Pharr, TX, and Team Legacy started
its journey from the International Peace Gardens at

the US Canada border near Dunseith, ND. On August
4, the two halves of the banner were fastened together
in a ceremony at Great Bend, KS.
The assembled banner was presented onstage to
National Commander Reistad at the 101st American
Legion National Convention in late August in
Indianapolis, IN.
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The American Legion National High
School Oratorical Scholarship Program
By Jerry Samuelson
Department Chairman
The National High School Oratorical Contest was
developed to instill a better knowledge and appreciation of
the U.S. Constitution among our youth. Other objectives
include the development of leadership qualities, the ability
to think and speak clearly and the preparation for acceptance
of the duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges of U.S.
citizenship. Another significant purpose of the program
is to assist students in helping to pay the high cost of a
college education. William Kitchen, a Past Department
Commander of Missouri, is credited with originating the
contest in the mid 1930’s and the first national contests
were held in 1938.
The contest has gone through some changes since its
conception with an eligibility change a few years ago and
a format change for the National Finals. The contest used
to be open only to high school students in grades 9 through
12 under 20 years of age who were citizens of the United
States but has now has been extended to include “lawful
permanent residents”.
The format for the National Contest was streamlined
by bringing all Department Winners into Indianapolis
for a three-round competition at a common site. Student
eliminated in the first round stay and become part of the
audience. This change greatly reduced the cost of the
program for travel of contestants and chaperones. It also
gave potential returning contestants an opportunity to see
the kinds of improvements to help them in future contests.
The state finals are conducted as a part of the annual
American Legion Winter Conference as one of the main
events.
The contest is scheduled for Saturday, January 25 at
the Ramkota in Bismarck and will start promptly at 1:00
p.m. at which time the doors will be closed and no one will
be permitted to enter.
All Legion and Auxiliary Members attending the
Winter Conference are encouraged to be part of the
audience to witness some of the best high school orators
express their knowledge of our Constitution.
The contest still contains a prepared oration phase
and an assigned topic phase. The prepared oration must be
the original effort of each contestant and be from 8 to 10
minutes in length. The oration must be on some phase of

the Constitution of the United States. The assigned topic
phase must consume not less than 3 minutes or more than
5 minutes for delivery of an assigned topic related to the
U.S. Constitution.
Competition begins at the District level and this
year eligibility has been expanded to allow for more
participation. District contestants can win up to $300 at
that level. Each District awards Cash Scholarships in the
amount of $300 for first, $200 for second, and $100 for
third.
The winners of the district contests advance to the
Eastern or Western Division contests on January 11th in Park
River for the Eastern Division and January 4th in Watford
City for the Western Division. Winners and runners-up
of the Division contests advance to the State Finals at the
Winter Conference on January 25 in Bismarck. Scholarship
awards are provided at each level of competition totaling
about $1,500 at the state level.
The state winner advances to the national round
of competition in Indianapolis, Indiana, April 17-19,
2020. Each contestant participating in the first round will
receive a $2,000 scholarship. Each first round winner who
advances to and participates in the second round but does
not advance to the Final Round will receive an additional
$2,000 scholarship. The national champion receives a
$20,000 scholarship, 2nd place receives $17,000, and the
3rd place finisher receives $15,000 scholarship.
Legionnaires
and
Auxiliary
members are encouraged to attend
the various contests to show support
to the students that take time and
effort to enter this fine program.
Individuals interested in learning
more about the Oratorical Contest
program should contact their local
American Legion Post or call me at
701-770-7147, or email me at
jsamuelson@co.mckenzie.nd.us
You can locate the District
Oratorical Schedule by clicking
on the Oratorical icon on the
homepage of the legion website
at www.ndlegion.org.

A safe, homelike
environment for
those affected
with Alzheimer’s
and dementia
Electric Utilities • Ground Source Heat • Pump Sales & Service

4111 State Street • Bismarck, ND
(701) 223-1513 • Fax (701) 223-1557

EDGEWOOD VISTA
THIS IS HOME!
• Staff trained in Alzheimer’s
and dementia care
• Quiet, calming atmosphere
• Outdoor courtyard with
walking path
• Safe & Secure
• Group and 1:1 personalized
activities
• Adult Day Services &
Short Term Stay Available

EDGEWOOD VISTA
Memory Care

800 16th Avenue SE
Minot, ND 58701
(701) 852-1399

www.edgewoodseniorliving.com

ACOVA
REPRESENTATIVES

Every year in the spring, our
Department is asked to present
two names to the Governor for his
review to select one individual to
be appointed to the Administrative
Committee on Veterans Affairs
(ACOVA). The ACOVA is comprised
of fifteen appointed veterans, three
from each of the five principal veteran
organizations, ND Veterans of Foreign Wars, ND American
Legion, ND AmVets, ND Disabled American Veterans and
the ND Vietnam Veterans of America. These individuals
who are appointed serves a three-year term. There are an
additional four members on the board but are non-voting
members of the Committee
The process in the past has been accomplished
by seeking out individuals to serve. A change is being
implemented by asking members to apply and submit a
cover letter and a short biography or resume’ to the Board
prior to the Winter Conference in January. A committee
has been created to review these packets and make a
recommendation to the Department Executive Committee
Board for the selection and submission of two names to
the Governor. The committee meets basically four times
a year, maybe more as necessary, during the legislative
session. This committee works closely with the ND
Veterans Coordinating Council and both are responsible
for preparing and presenting bills to the legislature that
would affect veterans.
If you are interested in serving on this committee,
please contact the Department Adjutant at the Department
Headquarters for additional information. Visit with your
regional Vice Commanders and DEC representatives. Most
important is to put together a packet for the committee with
a cover letter and a biography of yourself, military service,
personal and career information. Please remember the DEC
is only allowed to submit two names and the Governor
selects his appointment and it will be based on your input.
It is also imperative to understand that the Legion and these
appointments are not political positions, so please do not
include any party affiliation or political positioning. The
committee meets Thursday at the Winter Conference on
January 23.

West Dakota
Oil C Store

450 Villard Street East
Dickinson, North Dakota

(701) 225-4700

Freedom Banking
Beneﬁts for Our Military!

Learn to save a life

Western’s way of saying Thank You to
those who have served or are serving in
any branch of the United States Military.

Our qualified, experienced team offers
a variety of emergency care courses
for teens, adults, or those looking for a
career change. For the highest level of
convenience, the training is offered at
flexible hours and locations.

Sanford Health EMS Education

• VIP Interest Bearing Checking Account
• FREE Western Checks
• NO ATM Fees
• FREE Identity Theft Protection
• FREE Online Banking
• FREE Mobile Banking
• Discounts on Consumer Loans & Home Loans

Courses include:

• CPR
• AED Training
• First Aid
• EMT Classes*
• ABCs of Babysitting • Paramedic Training*
• Pediatric First Aid
*College credit available

Thanks you for your Service
Fargo • West Fargo
701-356-9800 • 701-277-5003
www.westernbanks.com
*Automatic refund up to $20 per statement cycle. See bank for details. Member FDIC.

Visit sanfordhealthemseducation.org
to learn more.

1551 45th St S. • Fargo, ND l Kirkwood Mall • Bismarck, ND
Dakota Square • Minot, ND l Columbia Mall • Grand Forks, ND
EMS Education
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The time is flying by! As fall appears to be behind us
and winter is marching in, I hope that each of us has made
ready for the days ahead.
My time spent at the American Legion National
Convention in Indianapolis proved to be an enjoyable and
interesting experience. The highlight for me was hearing
Vice-President Pence address the floor. I found him to be a
very forceful and engaging speaker.
Six weeks later, I found myself back in Indianapolis
for the Commanders and Adjutants Fall Meetings. The
National Headquarters people sure dispense a lot of useful
information in just two short days! At the time of these
meetings, the records indicated that 3,641 veterans had
joined the American Legion due to the Legion Act being
passed. This is great news and shows that this bill will aid
and assist even more veterans and grow the membership
numbers within the organization. We were also instructed
in the proper preparations to welcome a national dignitary
to our department.
The office staff has been extremely busy preparing
for the upcoming winter conference. I feel that the agenda
should offer many worthwhile classes and meetings
for those in the American Legion family who wish to

participate. This information is meant to be taken back
home to your posts, units, squadrons, and chapters to assist
and enable those groups at the local level. This department
is very fortunate to have knowledgeable people who are
willing to gather this information and lead these meetings
and classes. I ask that we show them some respect and
make plans to attend those which interest us and will help
us back home.
Along these lines, we should also be making the final
preparations for the district/regional oratorical contests.
Another worthy program which needs attention at this
time, is the Boys/Girls State program. The initial visits to
the schools should be arranged soon to instill the idea to the
students to participate and to also get the talking started.
I wish to take this opportunity to express a sincere
thank you to all who attended my recognition banquet in
Jamestown. The evening was filled with fun and laughter
among so many in our American Legion family. I also wish
to thank those kind and generous people who donated to
my projects. I am very proud and humbled to have so many
wonderful friends in this great organization!
I hope to greet many of you at the Winter Conference!
And remember, please bring your pop tabs with you!!

Alt NEC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dean Overby, 899-2535, doverby@wah.midco.net
Department Judge Advocate. . Mamie Havelka, 340-1621, mamie.havelka@outlook.com
Department Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Karen Meier, 463-7344, bgkjmeier@restel.net
Department Service Officer.  Summer Kristianson, 451-4646, summer.kristianson@va.gov
Dept. Membership Chair. . . . . . . . . . . . Kenny Wiederholt, 678-2366, kennyk@live.com
District Commanders:
First District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bennett Bush, 866-6192, benbushnd@yahoo.com
Second District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Daley, 360-1851, n/a
Third District. . . . . . . Troy Reemtsma, 968-4515, midnightmoon1969@hotmail.com
Fourth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LeRoy Wolff, 650-6532, leroywolff@hotmail.com
Fifth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brad Huber, 619-341-4649 brad.huber69@yahoo.com
Sixth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heather Thompson, 263-1662, hdthom@srt.com
Seventh District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Vernon Laning, 355-0364, vlaning@bis.midco.net

National Vice Commander
to be Decided at the
Winter Conference
The position of a National Vice
Commander from the Great State
of North Dakota is scheduled to be
decided at the Winter Conference
on January 24-26, 2020, at the
Bismarck Ramkota Hotel.

Eighth District. . . . . . . . . . . George Petermann, 483-5176, bmann@ndsupernet.com
Ninth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Ryan, 774-3404, tpryan1953@yahoo.com
Tenth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Todd Rikke, 640-7964, toddrikke@gmail.com
District Vice Commanders:
First District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dennis Kubischta, 789-0686, dmk@ictc.com
Second District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Troy Estvold, 541-5159, testvold80@gmail.com
Third District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bryce Crosby, 662-2809, crosby@gondtc.com
Fourth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Duane Anderson, 210-1103, duane58@outlook.com
Fifth District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a
Sixth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . Allan Magnuson, 818-0362, magnusonallan@yahoo.com
Seventh District. . . . . . .  George Reichenberg, 748-2364, gmreichenberg@westriv.com
Eighth District. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Marilyn Jacobs, 495-1222, msperidon@gmail.com
Ninth District. . . . . . . Lucinda Bolyard, 256-605-9113, Lucinda.bolyard@yahoo.com

If you know of anybody who is
interested in becoming the National
Vice Commander, please let the
Department Headquarters office
know.
You must have an endorsement
from your local post.
This nomination will be for the
year 2021.

Tenth District. . . . . . . . . . . . William Carroll, Jr., 830-4201, wfcarrolljr0870@yahoo.com
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Greetings American Legion
Family,
The Fall meeting for the
Eastern Region Districts 1, 2
and 10 were held in Hillsboro on
September 7, 2019. We had a fair
turn out. I want to thank Robert
Hebl and his Legion Family
Members for a great job getting
ready for the meetings and for the
delicious luncheon served afterwards. The meetings
went well.
I was invited to attend the National Membership
Conference in Indianapolis, IN, this past August by
Commander Kenny Wiederholt. Also, in attendance
was Adjutant Ron Matthews and Commander Elect
Steve Anderson.
Now for the bad news. I’m disappointed in the
Eastern Region for not leading the Department in the
membership drive. There is still time to get your Post
Memberships on track for those who have not done so.
Recruiting new members is very important, but let’s
not forget about retaining past members.
Start making plans to attend the 2020 Winter
Conference at the Bismarck Ramkota on January 2426, 2020.
In closing I want to thank all the Post and Legion
Family Member’s for all they do for the American
Legion and their communities. Thank you for your
service and dedication to this great country and
organization of ours
Perry “Skip” Nesdahl
Eastern Region Vice Commander

Greeting Fellow Legionnaires
from the West Region.
Penny and I would like this
opportunity to wish all of you and
your families a Happy Holiday
season that is upon us. Where did
the summer go? It is an honor and
a pleasure to be serving you as
your Regional Vice Commander.
This fall we thoroughly
enjoyed our combined District Meetings that we held
in Killdeer and hosted by Killdeer Post 46 and hosted
by Bottineau Post 42. Thank you both for such great
hospitality and meals. If you have not given yourself
the opportunity to attend a combined meeting, you are
missing out the fellowship of your other districts and
the tremendous hospitality that has been afforded us.
One of our highlights during these two events was our
tour of Anne’s House in Bottineau. If you ever get the
opportunity, go visit and learn the amazing story. It’s
the first adaptive ski lodge in North Dakota to teach
disabled kids and wounded warriors how to ski.
With the holidays coming we will be enjoying our
family and friends. Winter Conference will be upon us
in no time. Please join our host Post 40 from Mandan
at the Ramkota on January 24-26. The Department
will be offering a free Basic Training course covering
our history and the Four Pillars of The American
Legion.
If any of our posts would like assistance on
MyLegion revitalization or tutorial on what our
online program offers, please contact me and I will
come to your post and help.
Dan Brown
Western Region Vice Commander
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With the Department Convention over, comes the
change of names in the leadership roles.
Kenny Wiederholt is the new ND American Legion
Commander. His project will be the Veterans Home in
Lisbon, ND and Service Dogs in Jud, ND. He will be using
the Helmets for Heroes again this year. The Helmets for
Heroes idea was intended to ask you to place these helmets
out into the community and ask for donations from the
communities instead of having the members dig into their
pockets. If you do not have any helmets, let me know and
I can get them out to you. Any help will be appreciated. If
you have any money from the helmets, please send it into
the Department Headquarters. If there is a company willing
to become a sponsor for the Helmets for Heroes project, let
them know that we will advertise in our Legion newspaper
for them. During the fall meetings this year, it was
overheard that the money is going into the Department’s
general fund. This is not true, there is a separate line item
on the books that is holding the money. This money was
designed to help our programs and to help Veterans in
need. If your post has a Vet in need and you need help,
please let the Department know.

North Dakota Legion News

With the new year starting, membership is always
a tough challenge. As I am writing this article our
membership is #1 across the nation. Keep up the good
work. Our membership goal will be 13,002. With that
being said, I am asking everybody to try and sign up one
new member. Remember to “JUST ASK”. Don’t forget to
go back a few years and see if there are any old members
who fell through the cracks and forgot to renew. If you have
access to National Guard, Reserve, or Bases, please let the
Veterans know we are always looking for new members.
The President signed into law the “Legion Act”, which
not only recognizes the 1,600 Veterans we lost during the
Cold War, but it also opened up the eligibility dates to any
Veteran that served at least one day of active military duty
since December 7, 1941 and was honorably discharged or
is still serving. Without members, we lose the power to
lobby for stronger issues concerning our veterans.
Boys State participation was down to under 80 young
men and we are also down to 211 Posts. I would like to
challenge each post to sponsor at least one boy for Boys
State. If you do not have a school in your town, go to the
neighboring town and help that post. Wouldn’t it be great to

have over 200 young men at Boys State? Another program
in need of an overhaul is the Oratorical program. Please try
and get more youth involved in this great program.
We are still looking for people to run for the next
National Vice Commander for the year 2021. We will
determine the candidate at this year’s winter conference.
If you are interested, please submit your name to the
Headquarters office.
There were people who stepped up and volunteered
to fill the empty District Commanders and District Vice
Commanders positions. District 5 still needs a ViceCommander. If you are able, or know of somebody to
volunteer for these positions, please let our office know.
On October 13-14, I attended meetings with
other Department Adjutants from across the country
in Indianapolis, IN. Many topics were discussed with
Fundraising, Corporate Sponsorships, but the main topic
is how do we as an organization get back into Community
Engagement and Involvement? We should always be there
for our communities and for our neighbors.
Thanks to all of you for your service to God, Country
and the American Legion.

Please Patronize our Advertisers. Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their businesses in our publications.
Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.
Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get advertising pricing and placement information.

North Dakota American Legion College
By Glenn Wahus, Department Executive
Committee Chairman and National American Legion
College Graduate
The North Dakota American Legion College
(NDALC) will be holding their second Class at the Winter
Conference in Bismarck, ND, on Friday, January 24,
2020, at 1:30 pm. The topics of this Class will be how to
properly run a meeting. What the ACOVA (Administrative
Committee on Veterans Affairs), and NDVLC (North
Dakota Veterans Legislative Committee) do and how you
are appointed on those Committees. There will be history
of The American Legion and a few other topics. This class
is open to Legionaries, SAL and the Auxiliary.
Instructions on how to attend the Class are on the ND
Legion website at www.ndlegion.org. The application form
is due on January 9, 2020 and space is limited.
NDALC will be enhancing your knowledge of The
American Legion and the Department of North Dakota.
As participants members will learn the core values and
contributions of the Organization, its Auxiliary, Sons of

The American Legion and its many subordinate programs.
It will prepare younger Legionnaires for leadership
in Posts, Districts, Regions and Departments through
education, development and motivation. The classes will
challenge the Legionnaire to think critically and creatively
about issues facing The American Legion.
The curriculum centers on self-taught, smallgroup sessions supervised by graduate facilitators, staff
members, contracted professional speakers and national
officers. Students review The American Legion’s core
values, develop new ideas and consider the future. An
emphasis is placed on programs, management techniques
and leadership skills necessary to increase visibility of
programs, growth in membership, and public awareness of
the Legion and its corresponding organizations.
Department Facilitator will present lectures focusing
on mentoring, recognizing and building leadership traits,
and putting good leadership practices to use. These skills
and techniques are practiced and a small-group environment

We set the pace

and in student-led meetings and presentations. Small-group
workshops provide students basic leadership training in a
volunteer environment. Core subjects include mentoring,
leadership styles and opportunities, time management,
conflict resolution and legal issues.
Students learn the basics of developing communication
strategies to promote American Legion programs, combined
with the workshops and hands-on exercises. Topics include
public outreach, media relations, “Reconnect” with today’s
active-duty and reserve personnel, schools and community
relations.
Salesmanship and Marketing Developed skills make
students more valuable to their posts and departments.
Students’ employers also directly benefit from students’
increased effectiveness and productivity. Teachings
include community networking strategies, public-relations
techniques, marketing and salesmanship programs, and
image-building techniques.
Hope to see you there.
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Steps to Filing a VA Claim
Filing a claim with the Department of Veterans Affairs
can seem like a long, confusing process for those that are
not familiar with the system. While every claim is not
the same, the process behind the claim is similar. When
preparing to file a claim with the VA, the first step a veteran
or dependent should take is locating a Veteran Service
Officer (VSO) in the area. In North Dakota, there is a VSO
in every county to assist in the claim process. VSOs are a
free resource provided to assist veterans and dependents in
navigating the VA claims process.
Once established with a VSO, the next step is choosing
a service organization to be the representative within the
VA system. In North Dakota, we have 5 organizations
to choose from: American Legion, ND Department of
Veterans Affairs, AmVets, DAV, or VFW. Each of these
organizations have service officers located at the Fargo VA
Regional Office. The representative the veteran chooses
is there to assist the veteran and CVSO with the claims
process. This is a free resource.
The next step in filing a VA claim is discussing with
the VSO what disabilities the veteran currently suffers
from and how they connect to service. There are five (5)

ways to connect a disability to service: direct, presumptive,
aggravation, secondary, and injury caused by VA healthcare
(1151).
1) Direct service connection is a disability that is
directly caused by something from service – like a knee
injury.
2) Presumptive service connection is a condition that
is presumed to be caused from service – the most wellknown being disabilities due to Agent Orange exposure
like diabetes and prostate cancer.
3) Aggravation is when there was a preexisting
condition that was aggravated beyond natural progression.
4) Secondary service connection happens when a
service-connected condition causes an additional disability
– example being peripheral neuropathy secondary to
diabetes.
5) The final type of service connection occurs when a
veteran is by VA hospitalization/treatment, VA exam, or VA
vocational rehabilitation. This is often the most difficult
type of service connection to have granted.
Once the claim paperwork is filled out, the representative
will submit it to the VA. The VA will then establish the
claim within its system and begin the background work on
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the claim. If this is the veteran’s first claim in the VA, they
will verify service, request personnel records, and request
service treatment records. Once the VA has verified service
and that all military records are within the file, the VA will
order any necessary compensation exams.
After the compensation exams are completed, the
claim will be submitted to a VA employee’s work queue
where they will review all the evidence of record and
render a decision. That decision is then reviewed by the
representative to make sure there are no procedural errors
prior to the veteran being notified of the decision. The VA
will send the veteran a letter with the decision, reasons and
bases for the decision, as well as what appeal rights the
veteran is entitled to if he or she does not agree with the
decision.
As of September 2019, the average claim is running
91.7 days from submission to decision. While this
timeframe is not hard and fast, it does give you an idea
of the minimum amount of time to expect for your claim.
Things that can affect this timeframe include: number of
contentions, evidence gathering, and type of claim filed.

Greetings All,
As I left the house this morning, I was reminded that winter is on the way. Mid
twenties with a wind seemed really cold. Or maybe it’s from getting older???
The National Convention was held in Indianapolis in August and was a very busy
time with all the committee meetings going on. The American Legion installed Bill
Oxford of North Carolina as our National Commander. In January, Commander Oxford
will attend our Winter Conference in Bismarck. The convention was very well attended as
this was the end of the 100th birthday celebration. The parade was very good with some
departments even having actual floats. The Legion is looking at alternative celebrations
in lieu of parades in the future due to costs. The average cost of the parade is between
$30,000 and $50,000. I hope everyone who attended had a good time and learned a lot.
The U.S. Mint started producing the 100-year Legion coins in March. The sale of
these coins has been sluggish at this point. This was a good income source for the Legion
and will help to delay the need for another dues increase. They will be available for
purchase until Dec 31. Please consider purchasing this one of a kind coin. On January 1,
2020, whatever is left will be melted down by the U.S. Mint.
The “Legion Act” was passed unanimously by both houses of Congress and signed
into law by the President. The dates of eligibility changed to: December 6, 1941 through
present. The reasoning being that the United States has been in a state of war in various
parts of the world since the beginning of WWII. Various skirmishes and the cold war have
taken over 1,600 American service members lives and we have had millions of men and
women in peril. Hopefully this will open more opportunity for membership. Anyone who
served at least one day of active military duty during and after Pearl Harbor is considered
to be eligible.
Another piece of legislature that passed has to do with “The Blue Water Navy”.
This extends coverage of any one that served off shore in Vietnam waters and has any
symptoms having to do with Agent Orange is now covered by the V.A.
Past North Dakota Department Chaplain Mark Antal is a candidate for National
Chaplain. The latest information I have is that 2021 will be his year. Good luck Mark.
North Dakota has the opportunity to present an endorsed candidate for National Vice
Commander. This person would also take office in 2021. We will vote for a candidate at
the Winter Conference.
Fall District meetings and a couple of Regional meetings were held in September.
Participation from local posts was mixed with some Districts doing very well and some
others not so well. Options are being considered for the 2020 meetings. District meetings
are very important for providing information to each District and to select team members
for the next year’s Commander. At one time in North Dakota we had 100% Post attendance
at these District Meetings. Unfortunately, we haven’t seen that level of participation for
many years. Let’s change that trend and get as many Posts to the spring meetings as
possible.
You can find more information on the American Legion at www.legion.org. If
you need more local information about any legion related issue, it can be found on the
Department web site at www.ndlegion.org.
Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more information that you need, or have any
questions for me, let me know and I will get back to you ASAP. My Cell number is 701680-0567 and my e-mail is: bobkrause71@gmail.com. Gail’s and my address is 3340
17th Ave S Unit 202, Fargo, ND 58103. Thank you all for your continued support of this
great organization.
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Psalm 28:4 – “Give them (those who have wounded
me) according to their deeds, And according to the
wickedness of their endeavors; Give them according
to the work of their hands; Render to them what they
deserve.”
My daily devotional recently led me to Psalm 28.
This is a poignant verse for me as God has used it to heal
my wounded heart in times past. In this passage, David
cries out for God to “give them…what they deserve.”
So many times, when we are injured, our human nature
is such that we want to get even! But God expresses
in no uncertain terms that vengeance belongs to Him.
There are numerous scriptures that quote God Himself
as saying “vengeance is mine.” (Deuteronomy 32:35,
Romans 12:19). A part of me agrees with “give them…
what they deserve,” because I can so understand David’s
cry for justice! The better part of me begs God to heal
those who have hurt me, regardless of their intent!
Still another part of me can relate to Jonah’s
attitude. He was so influenced by the way the Assyrians
had treated the Israelites hundreds of years before he
ever met the whale, that he didn’t want God to extend
His mercy to them. As God heals us, we are able to
pray for forgiveness and healing for those who hurt us.
Occasionally, the wound may flare up like an old war
wound. But we do not want to be like Jonah! When I
look back at the times God has poured His mercy over
my mistakes, I have no right to withhold mercy from

anyone! God pours so generously, knowing full well
that He never runs out. If I extend mercy, I know I will
receive a refill!
Lamentations 3:22-23 “Through the LORD’s
mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions
fail not. They are new every morning; Great is Your
faithfulness.”
Greetings from your new Department Chaplain.
With great excitement, I assumed the responsibilities
of the Department Chaplaincy at the convention on
June 30th. I am humbled and honored to serve in this
capacity! It was truly a pleasure to meet many of you
for the first time in Grand Forks and I look forward to
seeing you again down the road. It is always a joy for me
to watch God unite people of different denominations
who have the same heart to serve!
I had occasion to review the story of Joseph in my
studies this week. Everyone is familiar with some aspect
of the story. Maybe you remember the coat of many
colors that made him the envy of his brothers. Joseph
was Jacob’s favorite son. Jacob wasn’t very wise in his
blatant display of that favoritism. When Jacob gave
Joseph his beautiful tunic, his ten older brothers were
steamed. That was just one reason for their jealousy
of Joseph. As he grew, he began to have dreams, and
started telling his brothers what the dreams meant –
that he would be placed in a position of authority over
them. His interpretation did not sit well with them, even

though it turned out to be true! The brothers plotted to
kill Joseph but it was decided instead to throw Joseph
into an empty well, where he would be left to die.
Once that happened, as far as the brothers were
concerned, Joseph was out of their lives forever. But
God had other ideas… I love that phrase: “but God.”
How many of us have stories that would have ended
so differently, if it hadn’t been for God changing the
outcome!
Unbeknownst to the brothers, God led Joseph in a
very different way of life that did indeed land him in
a position of authority over them, as his dreams had
predicted. But that life was in Egypt as the trusted
servant and manager of Pharaoh’s property. Joseph lived
life as an Egyptian, and therefore dressed as one. His
brothers did not recognize him, when he offered them a
“deal” in which he was able and willing to save the lives
of his brothers, as well as his aging father. After Joseph
revealed himself to them, he had this to say: Gen 50:20
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God
meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this
day, to save many people alive.” (NKJV)
I encourage you to seek God’s heart for His direction
for you personally, as a part of your community and
as American Legion North Dakota. I look forward to
hearing about your stories! Please feel free to contact me
at karenshutchins@hotmail.com if I can be of help.
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Napoleon Unit 72 Children & Youth Project at Napoleon Public School
A postcard coloring or creation contest was introduced
to students K-6 at Napoleon Public Schools for the
Children & Youth Program theme, “America Strong” in
honor of the American Legion celebrating its 100th year
and Barry Hoof Post 72 being chartered in Napoleon on
October 17, 1919.
In 2018, art contest winner Amelia Moch created a
design that was chosen to be used as a postmark. With the
assistance of Postmaster Cheryl Weigel of Napoleon, the

postmark was accepted by the Postal Service to be used
on November 7, 2019, for the conclusion of the postcard
project. Many of the students chose to send their postcards
to family members or friends who were soldiers or veterans
to ‘thank’ them for their service. About 300 postcards were
postmarked at the school.
The special pictorial cancellation or postmark was
created for the ‘100th Veterans Station’ Barry Hoof
American Legion, Napoleon, ND 58561 on November 7,

2019, the day representatives of the Napoleon Post Office
visited the school to teach and assist students about the
placement of the postmark and talk about the American
Legion milestone. American Legion Auxiliary members
facilitating the 2019 project were Helen Braun, Peggy
Welder, Viola Wolf, Marie Schnabel, Shirley Hoberg and
Ann Knecht. Souvenir postcards are available by contacting
Auxiliary member Ann Knecht in Napoleon.
Article submitted by Ann Knecht, Unit 72 Secretary

This postcard was created by the Auxiliary to honor
the Barry Hoof American Legion Post #72 chartered on
October 17, 1919, and has the postmark for a souvenir.

Kindergarten class learns about adding a postmark
to a postcard, military stamps and the American Legion
history.

During the “Veterans at School Day” program
Auxiliary members joined the students in reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance.

James Roberts Unit 124
McClusky Holds Annual
Salad Luncheon

Gilbert S. Furness Post 40
and Unit 40 of Mandan to
host 2020 Winter Conference

Junior and Senior members of the James Roberts
Unit 124 of McClusky held their annual Salad Luncheon
on Wednesday, August 14th. Milestone membership
certificates and pins are awarded at this annual event. This
year, Mary Neff received a pin for 70 years of membership
and Delila Reile received a 60-year pin. Both ladies have
been active Auxiliary members for many years. Not present
was 50-year member, Nancy Berg Mower.
Joan Lasher, President District 4, presented the
group with information from the Department and District.
Certificates for the Friends of Our Troops (Christmas
Cards) were handed out. Pearl Meckle has the honor of
being first in the state and 8th nationally (2019) for writing
1800 Christmas cards with a short letter to troops.
A new Unit project, Operation Care and Comfort, a
part of the American Red Cross, was introduced and will
continue through Jan. 2020. We will be collecting new,
unused hotel sized toiletries (shampoos, conditioners,
lotions, and body gels) to be sent to female troops serving
abroad.
Submitted by Deb Sparrow, Unit Secretary

The Department of North Dakota American Legion and
American Legion Auxiliary will hold their annual Winter
Conference on January 24-26, 2020, at the Ramkota Inn in
Bismarck, ND. This year’s event is hosted by members of
the Gilbert S. Furness Post 40 and Unit 40 of Mandan.
Ramkota Inn
800 South 3rd Street
Bismarck, ND 58501

Picture: James Robert Unit 124 members, Mary
Neff (left) and Delila Reile (right)

Room rate is $109.00 per night
Reservation Phone Number: 701.258.7700
Reserve your hotel accommodations early.
Reserve and pay for Winter Conference banquet tickets
through the American Legion Department Headquarters.
Auxiliary conference pre-registration is due by
Wednesday, January 8, 2020. Registrations received after
that date will be held for on-site registration.
Welcome to Bismarck and we’ll see you at Winter
Conference.

Dickinson Unit #3 helps
celebrate 100th birthday
of Legion

October 14, 2019, Matthew Brew Auxiliary Unit #3,
Dickinson, celebrated our Legion’s 100th birthday, which
was held at the Stark County Veterans Memorial Pavilion.
The Auxiliary provided the food. Unit President LoAnn
Dick welcomed all those in attendance and gave a brief
history of what the American Legion Auxiliary stands for
and invited them to sign up their family members to the
Auxiliary and the Sons. Sandra Petermann, Department
Chaplain led them in prayer. Auxiliary members that
helped serve were Char Wanner, Cathy Logosz, Sonny
Otto, LoAnn Dick and Sandra Petermann.

2020 Winter
Conference
(Tentative Schedule)
Ramkota Inn
Bismarck, North Dakota
Friday, January 24, 2020
11:00 am- Auxiliary Finance Board Meeting
1:00 pm – 7:00 pm Registration for Auxiliary –
Mandan Unit 40
2:00 pm – Department Executive Committee 		
meeting
5:00 pm – No Host Dinner (Location TBD)
7:00 pm – Joint Opening Session
Saturday, January 25, 2020
7:30 am – 12:00 PM – Registration for Auxiliary
8:00 am – Auxiliary Opening Meeting – Myrna 		
Ronholm, Dept. President
Memorial Service – Sandra Petermann,
Dept. Chaplain, District Presidents
Auxiliary Workshops – Details and 		
Presenters TBD
Parliamentary Procedure
Constitution & Bylaws 			
Recommendations
EIN (non-profit status)
ALA Academy
12:00 pm Press Association Luncheon
1:00 pm – High School Oratorical Contest
6:00 pm – Social
7:00 pm – Winter Conference Banquet
8:30 pm – Dance
Sunday, January 26, 2020
8:00 am – Auxiliary General Assembly
10:00 am – Joint Memorial Service
Retirement of Colors
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Dear Auxiliary Members and Friends,
First, I want to send a big thank-you out to all the
Units and Unit members who hosted the Fall District and
Regional Meetings. With many of the meetings being
merged, there weren’t as many members attending. I
certainly enjoyed the meetings I was able to attend. It was
fun to see how everyone prepared for the meetings and I
enjoyed visiting with all of you.
I was invited to several parades around the state and
attended those in Minot, Park River, and Jamestown. It was
a lot of fun and thank you to the units and posts for being
such wonderful hosts. I’m also thankful for the friendships
and kind hospitality from all of you while I toured our
wonderful state.
Remember to do something for veterans in your
communities over the holiday season. They have given us
so many freedoms because of their service to our Nation.
Remember we are celebrating the American Legion
Auxiliary’s birthday this year. In this wonderful year of
celebration, I ask that every unit in the Department of
North Dakota plan an event to celebrate the American
Legion Auxiliary. It could be as simple as hosting a party at
your local post with cake and coffee. Just be sure to include
all unit and post members, veterans and their families, and
members of the public as well. Or it could be a parade or
picnic. The possibilities are endless. Remember to record
your birthday event with pictures and videos and write an

article that may be featured in
“The Message” or your local
newspaper.
I encourage all Units to put
together an article, scrapbook or
other piece of your history and
bring it with you to Department
Convention in June. These
items will be on display as we
celebrate our 100th anniversary
at the convention. Start your project now and let’s see all
that history. I know you have it!
The Winter Conference will be held in Bismarck on
January 24-26, 2020. The Department Office and I have
begun planning for this event and I encourage everyone to
attend. I’m sure Marcy will include more information about
Winter Conference in this publication. I want everyone to
enjoy themselves and learn some things in fun fellowship.
It’s time for everyone to start working on your MidYear Reports. They were mailed out in early September.
Visit our website to learn more and find the forms you will
need to complete your reports.
Keep up the wonderful work you all do for our
veterans and their families, our children and youth and for
each other. Thank you all.
‘Honoring Their Service’
Myrna Ronholm

Hello Auxiliary Sisters,
By now, you’re probably wondering where on earth
did Autumn go. Or am I the only one who missed it?
Veterans Day and the activities surrounding the events
celebrating our heroes and veterans are already fond
memories. The many activities of the holidays will soon
be here, but don’t forget about those in your community
who could use a helping hand or kind word.
There have been several changes that will affect
all of us as members of the American Legion Auxiliary.
Information was sent to all Unit Presidents recently
regarding these changes which are a result of voting that
took place at the National Convention.
Membership – On October 11, 2019 National
Headquarters issued an announcement that we can no
longer recruit great-granddaughters as unit members.
However, if great-granddaughters already belong to your
Unit they can remain so if their dues are always kept
current. That means... don’t let these young members’ dues
lapse.
Constitution and Bylaws – Ginny Brazil has stepped
back from her Constitution and Bylaws chairmanship due
to a recent illness. We wish Ginny our best as she continues
to recover. Department President Ronholm has put together
an awesome team to review and make recommendations
on revisions that our Department Constitution requires

due to the number of changes
at the National level. The team
is made up of, Diane Kraemer,
Department
Parliamentarian,
Marlene Simundson, Memberat-Large, Sharon White Bear,
Department Vice President, and
Judy Twete, Past Department
President and Tammy Ryberg,
NEC as advisors and reviewers. Let’s all wish this team
our best as their work progresses. This team will present
their findings and recommendations to the DEC at Winter
Conference set for January 24-26, 2020 in Bismarck, ND.
Preamble – Yes, the Preamble, the one we all know
and love, has been revised, please begin to recite the new
version at your meetings/gathering effective immediately.
Instead of saying “the great wars” we will now say “all
wars”.
Winter Conference – Winter Conference, set for
Friday-Sunday, January 24-26, 2020, will be held at the
Ramkota Inn at 800 S 3rd Street S, Bismarck, ND – Phone
number is 701-258-7700. Lodging rates are $109.00 per
night. Make your reservations early.
Wishing you and yours Happy Holidays. See you at
Winter Conference.
Marcy Schmidt

Auxiliary Members,
As I am reminded once
again to prepare my article
for ‘The Message’ I realize
that even though we put these
things on our calendars and
even on our phones, it doesn’t
always work that way with
everything we are doing and
are involved with.
With all our lists and daily chores, God reminds us to
slow down, and to just listen to what he has to say. With
the coming holidays approaching fast, we need to take time
to breathe, read that devotional or daily verse, or make a
phone call to check on a friend. We need to make time for
pray. Remembering that with God, all things are possible.
Let us ponder this. Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened
to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened. Which of you would hand his son a stone when
he asks for a loaf of bread, or a snake when he asks for a
fish? If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly
Father give good things to those who ask him. Matthew
7:7-11
Reminder: Chaplain’s mid-year reports are due by
December 15, 2019.
Have a wonderfully blessed and safe Thanksgiving
holiday all month, not just on Thanksgiving Day!
God Bless each of you,
Sandra Petermann

District 2

Hello District 2 Members
We tried something different for
our District meeting in September.
The East region consisting of
Districts 1, 2, and 10 met at the Post
4 in Hillsboro on September 7, 2019.
We three district presidents worked
together at this meeting. Thanks to
those of you who were able to attend.
The 2020 Spring District 2 meeting
will be held as in the past.
As Christmas is not far away, please remember our
veterans and families, and those in our communities who
need our help. Remember to report volunteer hours and the
money you donate.
I visited a few units this past year. It’s wonderful to
see ‘Service, Not Self’ in action. Thanks for everything
you do for veterans, military families and others in your
communities.
Gift Shop at the Fargo VA is December 4th and Lisbon
Veterans Home on the 5th. Winter conference is coming up
January 24-26, 2020 in Bismarck. I’m looking forward to
seeing many of you there.
Merry Christmas and Many Blessings in the New Year!
‘Honoring Their Service’
Kathy Tuma
District 2 President

District 8

Hello everyone. I hope your year is progressing nicely.
You have a very important job to do.
The Finance Board and I think you might like to see
where your donations went last year. Your dollars went to
19 different organizations including the following: Lisbon
Home and Gift Shop, Fargo VA and Gift shop, VAMC-Fargo
fish tank maintenance, Wreath’s Across America, ALA
Girls State, YWCA, Department Education Scholarships,
ND State Legion Band, Anne Carlson Foundation. ALA
Children Welfare Foundation, Children’s Miracle Network,
International Music Camp, Creative Arts Festival, Eastern
Montana Veteran’s Home, Fischer House Foundation

Inc., 4-Chaplin’s Memorial Fund,
Gladys Ray Shelter, ND Veteran’s
Cemetery in Mandan, and Service
Dogs of America. The Past
President’s Parley also awarded
several nursing scholarships as
well.
Job well done everyone!
Thank you so much for caring
about these organizations and the people they serve.
Again, thank you for all you do!!
Annette Zeller

Jet Service flights to Denver and the world!

• New Modern Terminal
• Short Lines
• Convenient & Friendly
• Free WiFi, Parking & Coffee

(800) 864-8331

or contact your local travel agent

• Custom Fabrication
• Aggregate Processing
Equipment
• Full Service Steel Center
• Electric & Hand Tools
• Fasteners

• Sand / Gravel
• Decorative Rock
• Landscaping Gravel

PO Box 1034, 3020 Energy Drive, Dickinson ND 58601
(701) 456-9184 • (800) 932-8740
sales@fisherind.com • www.fisherind.com

Hello District 8 Auxiliary
Members,
I am LoAnn Dick, your new
District 8 President. I live in
Dickinson and am a member and Unit
President of Matthew Brew Unit #3
in Dickinson. My husband, Edward
Dick, is a Past District 8 Commander.
Edward is currently working at
Theodore Roosevelt Airport in
Dickinson. We’ve lived in Dickinson since 2013 and are
delighted to be transplanted North Dakotans. God is very
good and has made it a blessing for us to live here among
you.
I would like to remind you that our mission to serve our
veterans is a very important mission indeed. Through our
membership we bring them to the attention of Congress,
and much is done for them regarding legislation that
makes their lives better, happier, and more fulfilled. Please
remember that most of your family may be eligible to be
a member of the American Legion or Auxiliary, the Sons
of the Legion, and for those who are motorcycle riders, the
American Legion Riders. Everyone can fit in somewhere.
So, let’s sign them up! WE CAN DO IT! Let’s increase our
memberships greatly!
I am privileged to serve you as your President and
would like to be of service to you in any way I can. My
phone number and address can be found on the Department
website. My cell phone really does have a 714-area code
which is the one I brought with me from California, so
don’t let it stop you from calling me or from answering
my calls.
Thank you for your dedication to our veterans!
LoAnn Dick
District 8 President
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Constitution and
Bylaws Program

Page 9

Education Program

To all members of the American
Legion Auxiliary:
The Department is in the process
of reviewing our Constitution
and Bylaws and Standing Rules
for changes that are required due
to changes made in the National
Constitution and Bylaws and some
changes that have been overlooked
and need to be corrected. They will
be discussed with the committee that has been set up
and information will be forwarded to all units and will
be brought up for discussion at Winter Conference. Final
updated copies will be sent to all units for discussion and
will be voted on at the Department Convention in June.
Once the Department documents have been reviewed and
updated, all units will be required to make changes to their
own Constitution and Bylaws.
Diane Kraemer,
Department Constitution & Bylaws Chairman

Auxiliary Emergency
Fund Program
Dear ALA members;
I hope your fall season has been
enjoyable. Harvest, Halloween,
Thanksgiving and Veterans Day are
all days to be grateful for. However,
some of our members experience
serious difficulties due to natural
disasters and other terrible events.
The American Legion Auxiliary
sponsors a fund to assist Auxiliary
members who experience some of life’s worst disasters.
Please consider donating funds to the Auxiliary Emergency
Funds Program so we can continue to assist our members
who experience flooding, fire, hurricane and other life
altering disasters.
If you would like more information, I encourage
you to visit the Auxiliary’s National website at: www.
alaforveteran.org under the ‘members only’ section. You
will find a Q & A form as well as an application. Or contact
the Department Office and www.ndala.org for more
information.
29263
LT.15944 LIT All Products Ad_Layout 1 3/27/12 10:01 AM Page 1
Charlotte Lassonde,
Department AEF Chairman

Your American Legion Department Sponsored

INSURANCE PROGRAMS
The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been
Your Department’s sponsored member benefits
program for over 45 years and continues to fulfill
members’ needs while being the only such
program to benefit Your Department.
Our Products include,
but are not limited to:
• LegionCare
(NO-COST
Accidental Death)
• Expanded
Accidental Death
• Hospital Help
• CancerCare

I am honored and excited to be your department
education chairman for the 2019-2020 administrative year.
One project I am promoting is the “Veterans in Community
Schools” program which entails finding veterans and
educators in your community that would be willing to
present stories and experiences for local school children.
If your local school is not able to host an event, consider
holding it at a community center or church. Providing
these opportunities helps the next generation learn about
the importance of our veterans, the military and patriotism.
Find out more information in upcoming unit mailings or
online at ndala.org/education/
The Auxiliary also has several scholarships available
through the education program. One is the Department
education scholarship application, which is due to me
by April 1st, 2020. Other scholarships available through
the National office include: Children of Warriors, NonTraditional, Spirit of Youth, Junior Member Loyalty, and
the Samsung. The Samsung scholarship is restricted to
high school juniors who attend American Legion Auxiliary
Girls State or American Legion Boys State. These national
applications need to reach the Department Office no later
than March 15th, 2020. Unfortunately, late entries will not
be considered for awards. Also, only one application from
each scholarship class will be accepted from any one unit.
This means that if you receive several applications to your
unit for the Spirit of Youth scholarship, they need to be

judged at the unit level and the winner
should be sent on to Department level.
Unit members, please assist
applicants with the submission
process. Any incomplete submissions
will not be considered for awards.
These are prestigious scholarships
and there was a winner from North
Dakota in 2019. Good luck and
please contact me if you have
questions regarding the scholarships.
Application forms are available at www.ndala.org/
education/ and have also been mailed out to the guidance
counselors of all ND schools. Please share the forms with
youth in your communities.
By the time you read this, National Education Week
will have passed. However, I still encourage you to do
something special for the educators and school staff in
your communities. Consider having students make special
thank-you cards or have a tea and dessert bar to thank those
who work so hard to educate and inform.
Thank you for supporting the education program
through the American Legion Auxiliary. If you
have questions, please feel free to contact me at
education@ndala.org or by phone at 701-491-8776.
Shauna Dubuque,
Department Education Chairman

As American Legion Auxiliary members we will
step up and reach out to help military families during
deployments whether its’ assisting with errands or by
providing a listening ear to a spouse. We will be hosting
send-off and welcome-home events for our troops,
providing them with pocket flags.
We will extend the gratitude of our nation by providing
military families with Blue Star Banners to display in their
windows to show how proud they are to have a family
member serving in the U. S. Armed Forces. We provide
Gold Star Banners to Gold Star Mother with Honor and
reverence as their children have made the ultimate sacrifice
for this great nation.
All Auxiliary units are encouraged to partner with
other organizations that serve the military family. Working
with others who have the same passion as the American
Legion family will help our family grow stronger so we
can serve more. Please remember to protect our Brand
when working with others. Do not allow others to use our
Brand without proper permission.

We
also
host
programs
recommended by the Department
of Homeland Security that assist
members and communities in
preparation for and in response to
natural or manmade disasters.
The American Legion Family is
dedicated to ensuring that America’s
POW/MIAs are honored and
recognized, not just memorialized.
American Legion efforts focus on
the need to account as fully as possible for those still
missing, alive or dead. An important way all Legion
Family members create awareness and remembrance
service for this initiative is through conducting POW/MIA
remembrance services at unit meetings and public events.
Strong, united support by all Legion Family members is
crucial to bringing all our heroes’ home.
Thank you for your service to our military families.
Jeannie Román,
Department National Security Chairman

National Security Program

Past Presidents Parley

The two Past Presidents Parley
Nursing Scholarships have been
sent to all high schools and nursing
programs in North Dakota and are
now available on the Department
website at www.ndala.org/ppp/ or
under news on the homepage.
Please contact your local school
and ask that the students be allowed
time to complete an application and
submit it for review and award. If you have a junior unit
member who is planning to attend a nursing program next
fall, encourage her to complete an application.
In the second matter, Past President Parley dues have
been set at $5.00 per member, please send your dues and a
list of current past presidents in your unit to the Department
Office.
Diane Kraemer,
Department Past Presidents Parley Chairman

Wednesday, December 4, 2019
Gift Shop at the VAMC in Fargo

• 9:00 AM – Come and enjoy the day with the
patients and their families at the VAMC-Fargo, ND

Thursday, December 5, 2019
Gift Shop at the North Dakota Veterans Home in
Lisbon, ND

• 9:00 AM – Come and enjoy the day with the
residents at the North Dakota Veterans Home in
Lisbon, ND

2020 Winter Conference Auxiliary Pre-Registration
Pre-Registration for Winter Conference is due by January 8, 2020.
Any forms/payments received after January 8, 2020 will be held for on-site registration.
Please order your Banquet Tickets through the American Legion Headquarters Office- (701) 293-3120
Friday, January 24, 2019 through Sunday, January 26, 2020
Ramkota Inn
800 South 3rd Street, Bismarck, ND 58504
Phone: 701.258.7700

District

• Travel Accident
• Emergency
Assistance Plus

Gift Shops in Fargo
and Lisbon

Unit

Member Name

Registration
$10.00
$10.00

TM

$10.00

For more information on the products and services
provided by The Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

$10.00

CALL: 1-800-810-8369
or Visit us on the web at: www.theLIT.com
*Product specifications and availabiltiy will vary by state. Products are only available in
the U.S. aside from NY and WA.
29263

Total Amount Enclosed
Please send this form along with payment to the
American Legion Auxiliary Department Office
1801 23rd Ave N, Rm 113
Fargo, ND 58102-1047

Enclosed
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ND Delegation to National Convention
The American Legion Auxiliary held their National Convention in Indianapolis, IN, August 23-29, 2019. North Dakota
delegates attended numerous meetings and conferences and participated in the annual convention parade held on Sunday,
August 25. Shown in the photo are North Dakota delegates.

ND Honors Department
Commander and
Department President
Saturday, October 19, 2019, members of North
Dakota’s American Legion Family gathered from around
the state at the Gladstone Inn in Jamestown to honor its
leaders, Kenny Weiderholt, Department Commander from
Gwinner, ND and Myrna Ronholm, Department President
from Jamestown ND.

Front: Alicia Román Randall, Department page
2nd row left to right: Gloria Covert, District 3 President; Jeannie Román, Department President 2018-2019; Judy
Twete, Past Northwestern Division National Vice President; Marlys Aubol, Past Department President 2013-2014;
Myrna Ronholm, Department President 2019-2020; Sandra Petermann, Department Chaplain
Back row left to right: Sharon White Bear, Department Vice President; Tammy Ryberg, NEC; Marcy Schmidt,
Department Secretary; Ruth Quam, Department Alternate, Berniece Froiland, District 1 President; Sandra Smith,
Department page.

District 1

Linda J Bergenheier, Finley
Betty L Bergsgaard, Finley
Eleanore Brown, Hannaford
Eileen O Mork, Hatton
Barbara Walters, Kindred
Marlene Fugleberg, Portland
Elaine Hoffart, Sanborn
Florence Lane, Sanborn
Lesley J Zandonatti, Sharon

District 2

Arnola Evje-Skorheim, Adams
Ione Kjelaas, Adams
Elizabeth Carlson, Cavalier
Vernice Demars, Cavalier
Joann Dietrich, Cavalier
Margaret C Hillis, Cavalier
Margaret B Mayo, Cavalier
Lila K Mielke, Grafton
Clarice Kuhlman, Grand Forks
Norma Rittal, Grand Forks
Betty Schultz, Lakota
Chris Imler, McVille
Gladys Symington, Neche
Margery E Trenbeath, Neche
Priscilla Helland, Park River
Mildred Leddige, Pekin
Dianne Hoffman, Tolna
Peggy S Wardius, Tolna

District 3

Mary L Ekberg, Langdon
Mary Brager, Leeds

In Memoriam
Della Stevenson, Leeds
Martha Hanson , Milton
Joanne Oakland, Rolette

District 4

Inez Lund, Carrington
Helen Barstad, Harvey

District 5

Hildegard Weisser, Ashley
Luella Lukach, Garrison
Irene Tompers, Garrison
Sivia Kleppe, Hazelton
Irene Sanders, Linton
Susan J Sandwick, Linton
Joyce Windsor, Linton
Karen Strand, Napoleon
Mildred Nordquist, Washburn
Joyce Windsor, Wing

District 6

Arliss Hennix, Bowbells
Jewel J Gustafson, Lignite
Marian Kolbo, Mohall
Audrey K Scott, Mohall
Cecelia Veikley, Mohall
Linda R Dahl, Portal
Olive Gibbs, Willow City

District 7

Irene Olson, Almont
Lenore Sack, Center
Evelyn J. Bittner, Glen Ullin
Frances Schlosser, Glen Ullin

Full line of genuine leather
Fashion coats and gloves
Pendleton coats and accessories

408 20th Avenue SE
Minot, ND
(701) 852-0722

Produced by
Bismarck • Crookston • Devils Lake • Dickinson
Fargo-Moorhead • Grand Forks • Minot
Thief River Falls • Williston

Recognition Event (left) Kenny Weiderholt, Department
Commander and (right) Myrna Ronholm, Department
President

Clara Rehm, Hebron
Marian A Slag, Hebron
Eunice Schulz, New Leipzig
Leora Retterath, Stanton

District 8

Margot Eckes, Beach
Evelyn E Dietz, Belfield
Charlotte Pladsen, Bowman
Florentine Bohlman, New England
Mae I Hande, Rhame
Charlene E Mischel, Richardton
Ethel M Kurth, Scranton

District 9

Helen M Pederson, Grenora
Marlis Overdorf, Tioga
Deborah Bertinuson, Watford City

District 10

Mary M Gray, Hankinson
Charlotte L Anderson, Lidgerwood
Marion Busta, Lidgerwood
Dorothy M Jorgenson, Lidgerwood
Yvonne Butzon, Lisbon
Millie Voge, Milnor
Marian Johnson, Oakes
Mary T Pritchard, Oakes
Jean Setterlund, Oakes
Helen Stone, Walcott
We regret any errors or omissions. Please notify
the Department Office of any errors so they may be
corrected.

For your safety and the safety
of others... call before you dig!
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ND

Fall DEC Meeting, October 19, 2019, Jamestown,

The DEC met in Jamestown for the Fall Meeting at
the Gladstone Hotel. The following is a summary of the
meeting. Full minutes are available at the Department
office.
Chairman Glenn Wahus called the meeting to order
with a salute, pledge and a prayer.
The consent agenda was approved.
Motion was made and approved to have Bob Krause
the Foundation Chairman and Lance Renville as the
Foundation West Region Director.
The Financial reports were presented by Doug
Wittmier and accepted.
Detachment Commander Dan Sauerwein reported on
SAL membership, Winter Conference meeting and other
activities of the Detachment.
Commander-Elect Anderson reported on the Legion
Riders Scholarship fund.
NEC report was given by Bob Krause. The NEC
approved changes to the wording of the Preamble, to take
effect in August. National Oratorical prizes increased.

Membership applications are updated, but we can still
use the old ones. Problems at Emblem sales are being
addressed.
Finance officer turned the Foundation Books over to
Bob Krause.
Clarifications were made to the policies concerning
the words in the policy manual about posts not being able
to host back to back conventions and conferences.
Boys State funding was discussed. The boys state
committee will be asked to address the issue and present a
plan at the winter conference.
Russ Kroshus reported on the 2019 Baseball season
and the upcoming 2020 season.
Adjutant Matthews reported on the timing issue with
the server, windows 7, Quick books payroll all coming to
an end soon and trying to coordinate the switch effectively.
The DEC will be interviewing applications for the
upcoming opening to serve on ACOVA. Interviews will be
held at the winter conference.
Credit card spending limits will be increased due
to the certain times of the year such as: the Convention,
Workshops, National Convention, fall meetings running

Choosing How To Use Your VA
Education Benefits!
The GI Bill™ and other VA Education benefits have
gone through numerous changes since their inception in
the mid-1940s. Congress and the VA have sought to make
changes to educations benefits reflecting American’s
desire to keep their promise to these men and women who
have borne the cost of battle. The GI Bill and other VA
Education benefits have been some of the most popular
benefits utilized by Veterans, Guardsman, Reservists and
their dependents over the decades since their creation.
The Post 9/11 GI Bill™ has provided more incentives
for both veterans and their dependents to go to school or
seek training then any other iteration of the GI Bills in
the past. The primary reason for this is tuition. Not only
do veterans and eligible dependents receive a monthly
housing allowance while they are attending school or
training, they also receive much of their tuition and fees
paid by the VA as well. As a result, since 2008 our country
has seen an explosion in veterans using their benefits to
obtain a college degree or get trained in a vocational field.
The success of this program is unmatched worldwide.
Research indicates that having an education reduces the
likelihood of unemployment and increases ones overall
earning potential. Unemployment is however, still higher
for veterans than for the general public. Why is that?
There are other factors that come into play for service
members that may make it more difficult to obtain or stay
gainfully employed. Transitioning from military service to
the civilian workforce is not an easy task. Compounded
by the fact that many veterans carry scars both visible and
invisible from their time sacrificing for our Country. This
makes it easier to understand that many of these veterans
may have some stuggles to navigate this process once they
leave military service.
Transitioning service members and veterans looking
for a career change may choose to attack the problem head
on by going back to school at a university or college that
could give them the tools to enhance their employability.
This can be a good route for many to take. For some,
however, going to college may not be in cards. While
many costs of school could be paid by the VA, it is still
difficult for many veterans to make ends meet. They are
often confronted with the choice of having to balance
family, work and school all the same time. Many veterans
are older and do not fit into the culture of being a traditional

student on today’s college campuses. Others have children
that cost more than the GI Bill alone can provide. Families
obligations can make it difficult for veterans to maintain
adequate study time. Not all will succeed.
For some veterans, going straight into the workforce
may be a better option. That brings into the forefront an
area of the GI Bill that is often the most underutilized.
Apprenticeship and On-the-Job Training (OJT) has been a
very effective tool used by millions of Americans to learn
a particular skill or craft. Many people, when they reflect
about Apprenticeships and OJT, often assume that it has
to be something associated with electrical, plumbing or
HVAC. While these professions do often qualify for GI Bill,
they are not the only programs that meet the requirements.
Many OJT programs are in government organizations such
as the Social Security Administration or with the state and
local police departments, among others. They could be
with a local private business that has an assistant manager
position. Apprenticeship and OJT programs can be at any
organization from small mom and pop bakeries to large
multinational corporations and everything in between.
Apprenticeship and OJT is an effective program aspect of
the GI Bill. Many veterans don’t even realize that they can
receive VA Education benefits while they are working for
their company and getting trained. They could be receiving
pay from their agency and a living allowance or stipend
from the VA at the same time. That’s a pretty good deal.
Agencies that offer the Gi Bill to their veteran employees
will be able to market themselves as veteran friendly
organizations.
Overall, the GI Bill and other VA Education Benefits
are a great way for service members to use the entitlement
that they have earned by sacrificing their time and in some
cases their blood for our Nation. Please reach out to your
local County Veteran Service Officers, North Dakota
Department of Veterans Affairs, the American Legion
Department Service Office or go the nearest VA and ask
about how you can use your VA Education Benefits to get
the training that you desire. Thank you for your service.
Chris Kratochvil, Director
State Approving Agency
ND Dept of Veterans Affairs
ckratochvil@nd.gov
701-298-4667
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together. The cards are paid off every month.
National Vice Commander- Will have to be decided at
the winter conference due to National needs our Candidates
name and credentials by the Washington Conference. The
winner will be determined by a simple majority of the
members in attendance. The Department will endorse the
winner of the election, and it will be brought to the floor for
ratification at the 2020 Convention.
QuickBooks payroll will no longer be available on
desktop, instead it will have an Online version, which will
cost an additional $500 per year.
The Department is implementing a Cell phone policy
which was recommended by National Judge Advocate.
Non-exempt employees will receive overtime pay if they
are contacted on their cell phone during their time off. The
person making the call will be invoiced for the bill.
During the fall meetings at Indianapolis, a discussion
was held about trust between the Departments and National,
and trust between the Posts and Departments.
Commander Wiederholt discussed his pin money. The
pin revenue reimbursed the general fund.

Wahus Seeking Vote
of Endorsement
for National Vice
Commander in 2021
Glenn Wahus is a
twenty-nine-year member of
The American Legion Carl
E. Rogen Post 29 in Watford
City, ND. Offices he has
held at Post 29 are Chaplain,
Second Vice Commander,
First Vice Commander and
Post Commander. Currently
Glenn is Post Adjutant and
is Chairman of the following
committees, Membership, By- Laws, and Charitable
gaming. At the District level he has been 9th District
Vice Commander and 9th District Commander. On the
Department level Glenn has held the offices of West
Region Vice Commander, Department Commander
Elect and Department Commander. Currently he is
Department Executive Committee Chairman. Glenn
also Chairs the Department of North Dakota’s Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee.
Glenn is a member of the National Commission
for Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation. He is 2015
Graduate of the National American Legion College.
Glenn has been instrumental in forming the North
Dakota American Legion College. As the 20182019 Department Commander he implemented the
Helmets for Heroes’ fundraising for the Department.
Last August Glenn was appointed to ACOVA
(Administrative Committee on Veterans Affairs) by
Governor Doug Burgum for a 3- year term.
Glenn entered the United States Navy in
September 1983 and served on-board the USS Kansas
City as Hull Maintenance Technician (HT) achieving
the rank of Petty Officer 2nd Class. As an HT, Petty
Officer Wahus’ duty onboard the ship was a firefighter
and damage control-man. He achieved qualifications
as Damage Control Central watch, Scene and Locker
Leader and Fire Marshal. He was then honorably
discharged in 1987.
Glenn currently resides in Watford City, ND,
where he currently owns and operates an Excavation
and Landscaping company along with his wife Tina
and two sons James and Zach.

G E T L O C A L . G E T N O W.

get

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD

Full Cantina!
301 40th Ave SW, #101, Minot, ND

BE COM E A M E M BE R AT

inforum.com/subscribe

(701) 858-0777
Open 11 am–10 pm

Ask about our military discount!
www.gooseneckimp.com
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Growing Strong Hitting Targets and Serving Communities
SAL Detachment Commander, Daniel Sauerwein
Greetings again to the Department of North Dakota!
The Sons of the American Legion is off to a strong start
this 2020 membership year. As of the report issued at
the Fall NEC meeting in October, North Dakota handily
reached the October target of 25% of goal and were sitting
at 11th in the nation in terms of reaching goal. November’s
target of 35% is easily attainable and as of this writing,
I am confident the Detachment will hit both November’s
and December’s targets. Keep up the awesome work in
recruiting new members and renewing existing members.
With the membership year in full swing, there are two
important ways Squadrons can help keep the membership
numbers going strong and administer their operations.
First, all Squadrons are encouraged to register for MySAL.
org. All that is needed is to go to www.mysal.org, click
the link “Squadron Authorization Form,” which your
Adjutant or designated contact person will fill out and
mail to National Headquarters. Once that is done, you
will be able to administer your Squadron online, including
processing your membership online, which involves
registering your Squadron’s bank account (or working
with your Post, if you work under their account) so that
National can automatically withdraw the necessary dues
from the account and process the member much faster,
saving time and providing for more up to date membership
numbers. Also, it can be used to report deceased members,
help update members’ contact information and generate
reports. MySAL.org is a nice tool to use and is similar to
MyLegion.org for Posts, so check with your Post if they
use it to learn more. Currently, only eight Squadrons are
registered, so all others are encouraged to get on board.

In addition to our reaching membership targets,
the Detachment is growing. In September, a charter was
presented to Townsend-Good-Shockman Squadron 19
in LaMoure which adds ten new members to the SAL in
North Dakota. Best of luck to the new Squadron and we
look forward to hearing about your activities. In addition,
there is movement towards potentially setting up a
Squadron at Cando and growing Edgar M. Boyd Squadron
37 in Williston, which is exciting to hear.
On October 19, I attended the Department Executive
Committee meeting and delivered a brief report on the SAL
and took part in the Department Commander’s/President’s
Homecoming both held in Jamestown. It was a fun evening
with Commander Kenny and President Myrna and the rest
of the ND Legion Family. I encourage SAL members to
attend District and Department functions and events as
they are a lot of fun and allows you to meet new friend and
make the SAL more visible.
Squadrons have been busy serving their Posts and
communities lately. Some activities include serving
breakfasts, participating in community festivals and
helping with local Veterans Day ceremonies. If you want to
have your Squadron’s activities noted, please let us know
what you are doing by emailing me at daniel.sauerwein@
gmail.com. One idea that was presented at the Mid-West
Regional call-in was a Children and Youth play day where
Posts and Squadrons invite the general public into their
Post home or another location if you don’t have your own
building and provide activities and socialization for parents
and kids, while sharing about the American Legion Family
and its programs. It’s a great way to spread the Legion name
in your community and to possibly gain new membership.

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Glenn Wahus, Chairman
What is VA&R (Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation)?
As I’ve traveled across the state for different meetings, it
amazes me at how many people do not know what VA&R
is. It is the 1st Pillar of the 4 Pillars of The American
Legion.
The American Legion has for nearly 90 years acted
as the nation’s leading advocate for proper health care,
economic opportunity and legal benefits for U.S. military
veterans. The Legion was instrumental in the creation of the
Veterans Administration in 1930 and an ardent supporter
of its elevation to cabinet status when it became the
Department of Veterans Affairs in 1989. The relationship
between the VA and The American Legion continues to
evolve today.
As it has for decades, The American Legion continues
to aggressively lobby for adequate funding of VA health
care, timely access to facilities, fair rulings on benefit
claims and economic opportunities for those who have
come home changed by their military experience. A
nationwide network of American Legion department
service officers works diligently to assist veterans as they
pursue benefits and care they earned and deserve. At the
local, state and national levels, thousands of Legionnaires
provide countless hours to help veterans understand their
benefits. The American Legion provides professional
representation in claims appeals, discharge disputes and
transition assistance from active-duty to civilian status
throughout the country.
Today, as the number of discharged veterans from
the global war on terrorism has surpassed 500,000, the

Legion’s federally chartered role to support them could
not be more profound. The Legion strongly believes that
a veteran is a veteran no matter the war era, nature, or
location of service. In that light, The American Legion
is the only organization that works on behalf of all 24.5
million U.S. veterans, and all who will follow.
The American Legion stands on the front line of
change in the pillar of service known as “Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation.”
It is a complex and vital part of the organization’s
mission, particularly now, as a new generation of wartime
veterans enters the civilian and VA world.
It’s easy to copy and paste what the VA&R does, but
what does it say that WE do in North Dakota at the local
level. The Department VSO (Veterans Service Officer)
Summer Kristianson is very busy processing claims that
Veterans from around the state who ask for help with at the
VA. Along with the Department VSO there is the NDDVA
(North Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs) and the
CVSO (County Veterans Service Officers) to help Veterans
to receive the benefits they are due.
As VA&R Chairman, I have believed all along as a
Department we need to be active in our state, engaging
in Veteran activities which there are a few Posts in our
Department that do a good job at achieving. We have
statewide fundraising activities that I am working on to
propose to the Department VA&R Committee.
I hope you have a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry
Christmas!!

Please Patronize our Advertisers. Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their
businesses in our publications. Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.
Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get
advertising pricing and placement information.

Independently Owned & Operated
1315 South Broadway, Minot, ND
(701) 838.1055 • redwing1@srt.com

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561
Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

In closing, I want to thank you for the honor and
privilege of serving as your Detachment Commander and
to make myself available to you, so please feel free to email
me with questions. I want to invite you and encourage
you to attend our Detachment meeting at the Department
Winter Conference which will be held Sunday, January 26
at 8AM at the Ramkota in Bismarck. It will be a time to
conduct the business of the Detachment and learn what
you all are up to across the state. I am hoping to see about
having some time for a Sons social at the conference and
will let you know if that can happen.
I wish you all a safe and happy holiday season and a
successful 2020. Thank you for all you do for the Sons of
the American Legion and keep up the great work and I will
see you in January.
For God and Country

Boys State
Boys State will once again be held in Wahpeton at
NDSCS on June 7-12, 2020. We are looking forward
to a great year. Boys State is one of our great programs
sponsored by The American Legion. Our enrollment
has been going down in the last few years, so we need
everyone to step up and start visiting with the young
men that have completed their junior year.
Remember, these young men are the future of
North Dakota and the United States. Visit the schools,
talk to people when you are at church and hang the
Boys State flyers in your local business places. Go to
the local business and ask if they would like to sponsor
a delegate or contribute money to the program. If you
have a Post that has gaming, please use your gaming
to support this great program of ours. When you are
out talking to people about Boys State, tell them our
program is about City, County and State Government.
Students who apply for ND Boys State prior
to the priority deadline (typically the last Friday
of April) are eligible for one of three scholarships
sponsored by North Dakota Boys State Inc. At the end
the week, three scholarships ($250, $150, and $100)
are presented to three randomly selected recipients.
Scholarships are awarded for the student’s first fall
semester. Scholarships are only eligible at North
Dakota colleges and universities. Samsung American
Legion Scholarship: The Samsung Corporation
awards numerous scholarships to students who attend
Boys and Girls state. For information regarding
eligibility and application information, please visit
http://www.legion.org/scholarships/samsung.
Deadline for submission is arrival at ND Boys State
registration on Sunday June 7th.
Please, help with this great program!!!
Wayne D. Satrom
Executive Director

(701) 852-1491
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Amendment to
the Preamble to the
Constitution of The
American Legion

The state of Ohio presented a resolution to change
the words of the preamble to recognize all wars not just
WWI and WWII. It is now proper to amend the preamble
to recognize all of the millions of United States military
veterans from these many other wars and conflicts since
the great wars of World War I and World War II that are
not being currently recognized within the preamble. This
change will take effect immediately.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE
OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE FOLLOWING
PURPOSES:
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the
United States of America;
To maintain law and order;
To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent 		
Americanism;
To preserve the memories and incidents of our 		
associations in all wars;
To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the
community, state and nation;
To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the
masses;
To make right the master of might;
To promote peace and goodwill on earth;
To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of
justice, freedom and democracy;
To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our
devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Helmets for Heroes Raises Money for
ND American Legion

Leaders at Hope’s Jefferson-Steinke American Legion
Post 18 are hoping when people notice little plastic green
Army helmet piggy banks at locations throughout town,
they’ll take a moment to make a donation to Helmets
for Heroes. “When you see these Helmets for Heroes,
remember, you bet your change does help a vet,” said Post
18 Adjutant Dennis Kubischta.
The helmets are located at the Hope Legion post, Mic’s
Grocery and Dakota Heritage Bank. Change is certainly
welcome; so is paper money of any denomination. The
program doesn’t raise funds for the local post, but rather
the donations go toward the statewide American Legion.
“We wouldn’t have our post if it weren’t for the state
organization,” Kubischta said.
Helmets for Heroes supports American Legion youth
programs, including Boys State, High School Oratorical
Contest and Legion Baseball. The focus, Kubischta said,
is on promoting the four pillars of the American Legion:
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation; National Security;
Americanism; and Children and Youth.
“There are no overhead or administrative costs taken
out and you can be assured by the largest American veterans
organization, the American Legion, that every penny you
give will go directly to help the veterans and their families
in North Dakota,” he said.
In the past year, the Helmets for Heroes program has
raised more than $15,000 across the state with around $150
coming from the Hope piggy banks.
Over the past few decades, North Dakota’s American
Legion membership has declined from the high-water mark
of 35,000 to about 13,000. Because most of the programs
are funded through membership dues, the organization
needs to find creative ways to balance its books.
“They’re trying to be proactive with how we’re going
to get the money with declining membership to maintain
the critical programs that we have,” Kubischta said. “I
think it’s a pretty neat idea, because when everybody sees
a helmet, they’ll automatically think of veterans.”
Steele County Press
By Bryce Haugen

Allen Gunke, Post Finance Officer for the Hope
American Legion Post 18, stands next to a little green
Army helmet piggy bank at the Legion Hall.

Veteran’s Day
Supper Held

Quilts of Valor

The Red River Quilters, Quilts of Valor Foundation
group awarded quilts to seven veterans during the
Mandan American Legion Post 40 meeting on
September 4, 2019.
From left to right: Vernon Huber, Donald
Goebel, William Huschka, Matt Hatzenbuhler, Christ
Hatzenbuhler, Anton Hatzenbuhler, and in front row:
Anthony Beckler.
Vernon Huber (90) was Prisoner of War in Korea
from May 1952 to September 1953. Donald Goebel
served during the Korean & Vietnam wars. William
Huschka served in Vietnam. Anthony Beckler served in
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By Jim Wills, Streeter Post Historian
Legionnaires and Auxiliary members of Melvin E.
Bender Post #265 in Streeter and Leno-Schlenker Post
#295 in Alfred were supper guests at Mayer-Morlock Post
#250 in Gackle on Veteran’s Day. The Auxiliary provided
a turkey dinner with all the trimmings and served close to
100 people.
Post Commander Dean Entzminger gave the Welcome
and Post Chaplain Donald Metz gave the Invocation and
Benediction and the Junior Auxiliary lit the Memory
Candle.
A special patriotic medley was performed by Jessie
Kleingartner on the bass clarinet and was accompanied on
the piano by Music Teacher Corinne Muller.
Randy Entzminger gave a speech entitled “Celebrating
100 Years” of the American Legion and Auxiliary and was
illustrated with photos and stories about the veterans of the
Gackle and Streeter area.
The National Anthem and “God Bless America” were
sung by the group, accompanied on the piano by Julie
Metz.
Coffee, cake and ice cream were served after the
meeting.

Vietnam; earning 2 Bronze Stars and 3 Purple Hearts,
receiving several pieces of shrapnel in his legs and
skull and bullet wounds to his wrist.
Three are brothers (they had a 4th brother who
served in military who passed away 2 years ago at
age 97: Matt Hatzenbuhler (93) served 1942-1945
primarily in Japan.Christ Hatzenbuhler (90) served
during Korean War. Anton Hatzenbuhler (98) served
1942-1946 during WWII.
LouAnn Lee
Red River Quilters
QOVF Group 57408
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__________________________________________________
(E-mail)
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(Post #)

¨ Male ¨ Female _______________
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(Dues)

¨ I certify that I served at least one day of active military duty since December 7, 1941 and was
honorably discharged or am still serving honorably.

Serving Your Family’s Prescription Needs Since 1884

1015 So Broadway
Minot, ND
701.852.4181
800.598.1216

2211 16th Street NW
Minot, ND
701.852.0388
800.568.6621

Please check appropriate service era and branch of service below
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

Global War on Terror
Gulf War
Panama
Lebanon/Grenada
Vietnam
Korea
WWII
Other Conflicts

¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
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U.S. Army
U.S. Navy
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_______________________________________________________________ ___________________

$__________________ for 20____ Post # ___________________________
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_______________________________________________________________ ___________________

From __________________________________________________________
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Greetings from District 1,
Deployment is always a time of
anxiety and uncertainty. Everyone that
deploys has a very specific job to do.
They are usually very well trained at
that job. However, what they may not be
as well trained for is the separation that
comes with deployment. Separation
Ben Bush
from family, friends and the routine
st
1 District Cmdr
of their daily lives. It’s never easy but
grows increasingly difficult during the upcoming holiday
season.
We have the ability to help deployed Service members
feel more connected to home by sending them Christmas
cards. On my deployment, I received cards during the
holidays. It was very uplifting. It kept my spirits up, which
kept my focus on the mission sharp.
Here is a great way for us as American Legion
members to show our support by sending Christmas cards
to Service members. OPERATION CHRISTMAS CARDS
FOR OUR TROOPS will forward cards that you send to
them to troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and other places. To
participate, send unsealed cards to:
United Soldiers and Sailors of America
700 Pennsylvania Ave. SE – Suite 2104
Washington, DC 20003
Please have the Christmas cards there no later than
December 1st. If you have questions, they can be reached
at 202-670-3525.
Have a blessed holiday season and thank you for your
service
Greetings from District 2,
On Saturday, September 7, we
met in Hillsboro for our Fall District/
Regional meeting. This includes
Districts 1,2 and 10. It is too bad
attendance was low as a lot of good
information was given out. One of the
main things is the Legion Act and was
Paul Daley
2nd District Cmdr signed into law by President Trump on
July 30th. Now is the time to increase
our membership now being eligible for the Legion since
there are not any cutoff dates.
On Wednesday, October 23, I left from Grafton on
a bus with Legion and Auxiliary members from a few
surrounding towns to Lisbon to tour the ND Veterans Home
and visited with the residents. It is a very beautiful facility
and one we should be proud of to have in North Dakota.
Veterans’ Day will be over by the time you read this,
and I hope everyone attended a get together or program.
It needs to be observed and I hope you all had a great
Veteran’s Day.
Greetings from District 3,
Where has the time gone. We had
our fall meeting at Camp Grafton at
the end of September. What a great
time! The bison meatballs with mashed
potatoes was great. Post 24 in Devils
Lake put on a great evening. Lots of
ideas and information was passed
Troy Reemtsma
rd
3 District Cmdr along. Some notes of interest that
came out was where the Spring District
meeting will be held. This spring we will be having it in
Leeds. Date will be determined at a later time. Bryce also
mentioned that the Base Exchanges and Commissaries are
going to be opened to all Veterans. This will also include
the use of outdoor recreation such as camper rentals and
other items they have for rent.
The Winter Conference is right around the corner. I
sure hope all are planning on going. This is a great time
to visit with old friends and maybe meet some new ones.
There is always lots of information being passed out also.
The Oratorical is always a great time. Those kids have put
a lot of time and effort into their speeches.
With the change in the dates for eligibility in the
American Legion, I’m hoping you are able to get some
new members as we have here in Cando. If you haven’t,
now would be a great time to have your local paper write
an article about the change. Since we are talking about
membership, I just wanted to thank the 3rd District Posts
for leading the State for the past month in membership
renewals. I know as a Post Adjutant sometimes it can be a
struggle to get your members to renew. But keep working
at it.
As some of you may know, we have a traveling trophy
that has been to several Posts in our District. As I write
this, it is currently in Rolla. At the summer convention,
Langdon was the winner of half of the pot of money. It was
over $400 for their post. I’m looking forward to another
year of visiting other posts and getting the trophy back.
In closing, I would like to thank you for letting Bryce
and myself be your leadership again for one more year....
We look forward to seeing you...
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District Reports
Greetings from District 7,

Districts 7 and 8 held a combined
Fall Meeting in Killdeer, ND, thanks
to the invitation of George Petermann
District 8 Commander. We intend to
hold the Spring Meeting somewhere
in District 7 territory, but the exact
location hasn’t been set yet, although a
Vernon Laning
couple of posts have volunteered. The
7th District Cmdr
meeting was fairly well attended with
several Department Officers as well. Prior to that meeting,
District 7 did not have anyone filling the vice-commander
position but George Reichenberg of Hazen Post 189
volunteered and was elected. We’re looking forward to
working together.
Things have been quiet since the fall meeting with
most posts working on membership. Overall, our district is
doing okay, but we have a few posts struggling along and
all of us could stand more new members, so I encourage
everyone to keep at it. I offered a challenge at the fall
meeting in that I would give a Department Commander pin
to everyone that signed a new member as well as for the
new member. So far no one has collected on the challenge,
but it’s still open.
With that, I’ll close with a wish for everyone to enjoy
a blessed Thanksgiving holiday. We all have a great deal
to be thankful for including all the great veterans that have
served and are still serving to keep our nation great and
safe.
Greetings from District 8,
It’s that time of year to once again
congratulate everyone in District 8. All
posts have either met, exceeded or I am
certain will have met our membership
goals by November 13th. Kudos to all.
The effort that all officers and members
have been putting in to increase both
Post and District membership has not
George Petermann
8th District Cmdr gone unnoticed. That being said, I
would like to present two views of how
to help or kill our organization.
The first is a quote from an article published in the
Bismarck Tribune, Friday, October 25, 2019. It is from a
column by Kevin Holten and I thought it was very on point.
“Are you a talker or a doer? Hopefully you’re more of
a doer than a talker. Because talkers are a dime a dozen
and doers are worth their weight in gold. I’ve been a
part of plenty of organizations and I’ve witnessed many
other groups in action and typically 5% of the people
do 90% of the work. If you’re going to be involved, you
need to be a doer. More importantly, whether you are
a part of an organization or not, you need to turn your
words into action. And that is especially important
when it comes to the company you work for. Because
if you just complain, you are a destroyer. But if you
earnestly contribute, you are a hero. And there are no
situations in life that don’t require teamwork. If you
are at a parade and afterwards complain that there are
not enough bands, floats or people on horse-back, then
volunteer to help in those areas. Because I can almost
guarantee you that what a parade committee typically
needs is more help to make it better.”
My second is from online and goes as follows:
HOW TO KILL YOUR ORGANIZATION
Author Unknown
1. Don’t attend meetings, but if you do, arrive late.
2. Be sure to leave the meeting before it is over.
3. If the weather doesn’t suit you, don’t think of
		coming.
4. Never have anything to say at the meeting – wait
		 until you get outside.
5. When at the meeting, vote to do everything, then
		 go home and do nothing.
6. The next day, find fault with the officers and other
		members.
7. Never accept an office, it is much easier to criticize
		 than to do things.
8. Be sure to sit in the back so you can talk things over
		 with another member, nobody will notice even if
		 they can’t hear the program.
9. Get all the organization will give but give nothing
		 in return.
10. If asked to help, always say you are too busy and
		 don’t have time.
11. Never ask anyone to join the organization.
12. Never read anything pertaining to the organization,
		 you might find out too much.
13. If appointed to a committee, never give any time
		 to the committee. Let the Chairman do it all.
14. Don’t do any more than you have to and when
		 others willingly and unselfishly use their ability to
		 help the good cause along, then complain that the
		 organization is run by a clique.
15. Hold back your dues or don’t pay them at all.
16. If there are finances to pay, just ignore them.
17. After the organization has died and the “old
		 timers” are at the post-funeral coffee break,
		 express wonderment at why and how the
		 organization folded and then blame everyone else.
“I am but one, but I am one/I cannot do it alone, but I
can do something/what I can do, I ought to do/what I ought
to do, God help me/I will do.”
Thank you for your time and God Bless You and God
Bless the USA.

Greetings from District 9,
First of all, I want to say that I am
honored to serve as the 9th District
Commander. Thank you for electing me
once again. Congratulations to Lucinda
Bolyard from Post 37 in Williston for
being elected as our 9th District Vice
Commander. Lucinda and I are looking
Tom Ryan
forward to serving the 9th District. We
9th District Cmdr
plan to travel around the District to visit
with everyone.
I encourage everyone to try to increase our membership.
Hopefully we can recruit the younger veterans in the area
to become involved as they will be the ones taking over the
leadership as years go by. It is also important to not forget
about our current members and keep them in the loop.
Brett Reistad, American Legion National Commander,
will be awarding the national commander “Membership
Excellence: Team 100” incentive pin to any Legion Family
member who obtains three new members. Also receiving
this award will be any Legion Family member who renews
six American Legion members.
I recommend that the American Legion’s free Basic
Training course be taken by all District Post Officers and
District 9 members. This course covers five topics: History
and Organization, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation,
National Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth.
This course will help the members increase the values
and services of the organization in their communities. It can
be downloaded at www.legion.org/training. A 40 question
exam will be provided at the end of the training course.
Graduates can download a certificate of completion and
order a Basic Training Graduate pin from Emblem Sales.
The 2020 Winter Conference will be held at the
Ramkota in Bismarck on January 24-26. It will be hosted
by Mandan American Legion Post 40. You will need to
make room reservations at the Ramkota at 701-258-7700.
Please try to attend.
As we read this, the Veteran’s Day holiday has passed
and we want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Greetings from District 10,
As we find ourselves in the middle
of the Holiday Season, I want to take
this opportunity to wish each and every
one of you and your families, a very
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New
Year.
As of this writing (11/8), District
Todd Rikke
10
is looking very good on the
th
10 District Cmdr
Membership front. As a District we
are first in the Department with 77.55% of our 2020 goal
attained and most of our Posts are within the target number.
The few that are lagging behind are, but a few members shy
of their goal. But keep in mind that our goal increases each
month, so let’s keep up the good work as we race towards
a successful membership year. I know that membership
can be more of a challenge after the New Year. If any Post
needs assistance, in any way, please contact me or Vice
Commander Bill Carroll.
I’d like to remind everyone of our Winter Conference
in Bismarck next month. It will be held from January
24-26. Not only do these Department events give us an
opportunity to interact with our fellow veterans, they also
provide us with information and training that we can take
back to our Posts to further engage our members to become
better Legionnaires, as we begin the second century of our
great organization.
For God and Country!

Have You Paid
Your 2020
Membership
Dues?

December 2019

North Dakota Legion News

Page 15

The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Bismarck - Post #1
Swenson, Jack................................Unknown DOD
Fargo – Post #2
Olson, Orville.........................................08/08/2019
Dickinson – Post #3
Faiman, Dwight
......................02/17/2019
Kussy, Ken.............................................04/08/2019
Olin, Jack...............................................04/23/2019
Hillsboro – Post #4
Hertwig, Wallace....................................08/26/2019
Weibye, Marshall...................................10/01/2019
Beach – Post #5
Clouse, Ray............................................09/23/2019
Grand Forks – Post #6
Nichols, Daniel.......................................08/12/2019
Lisbon – Post #7
Butzon, Roderick.............................Unknown DOD
Mayville – Post #8
Buttke, Wade...................................Unknown DOD
Forsgren, Pearl................................Unknown DOD
Washburn – Post #12
Wicklander, Raymond.....................Unknown DOD
Filz, Robert.............................................08/19/2019
Jamestown – Post #14
Eberhardt, Raymond.......................Unknown DOD
Repko, Dale...........................................11/08/2019
Roemmich, Darold.................................08/22/2019
Williams, George...................................09/04/2019
Casselton – Post #15
Sinner, George.......................................03/09/2018
LaMoure – Post #19
Townsend, Douglas...............................08/05/2019
Wahpeton – Post #20
Hingst, Lloyd..........................................10/08/2019
Miller, David...........................................08/24/2019
Lakota – Post #21
Halvorson, Arthur..................................10/23/2019
Rugby – Post #23
Buchl, Arthur..........................................10/03/2019
Cichos, David........................................08/26/2019
Lindeman, Ruben..................................08/01/2019
Simonson, Richard................................08/31/2019
Vetsch, Don..............................................................
Carrington – Post #25
McDaniel, Verle......................................09/26/2019
Minot – Post #26
Clark, Kenneth.......................................07/19/2019
Cowles. Ivan..........................................10/11/2019
Kelly, Gary..............................................08/09/2019
Kramer, Kenneth....................................08/06/2019
Mellberg, Kenneth.................................07/09/2019
Olson, Arthur..........................................06/01/2019
Theisen, Donald.....................................09/05/2019
Harvey – Post #28
Olson, Arden..........................................11/07/2019
Ripplinger, Claude...........................Unknown DOD
Schmidt, Gilbert...............................Unknown DOD
Schroeder, Gerald............................Unknown DOD
Ziegler, Conrad................................Unknown DOD
Fessenden – Post #33
Hirschkorn, Richard.........................Unknown DOD
Cogswell – Post #38
Walstead, Gary......................................08/28/2019
Velva – Post #39
Halstengard, Ole ...................................05/02/2019
Sandberg, Maynard.........................Unknown DOD
Mandan – Post #40
Buehler, Warren...............................Unknown DOD
O’Neill, Owen...................................Unknown DOD
Grafton – Post #41
Olson, Willard........................................08/25/2019
Paulson, Robert.....................................10/22/2019
Sevigny, Orell.........................................06/24/2019
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Killdeer – Post #46
Connolly, William.............................Unknown DOD
Pavlenko, William............................Unknown DOD
Trinka, Theodore..............................Unknown DOD
Bowman – Post #48
Owen, Louis...........................................08/10/2019
Mohall – Post #52
Robillard, Archie..............................Unknown DOD
Henricks, Jerome.............................Unknown DOD
Kolobakken, Floyd...........................Unknown DOD
Pederson, Joseph...........................Unknown DOD
Ashley – Post #53
Kracke, Alvin..........................................09/10/2019
Rasch, Otto......................................Unknown DOD
Valley City – Post #60
Bjone, Lyle.......................................Unknown DOD
Ott, Niell.................................................10/11/2019
Regnerus, Menzo..................................09/21/2019
Brocket – Post #61
Kelly, Vernon....................................Unknown DOD
Kenmare – Post #64
Johnson, Christ...............................Unknown DOD
Wing – Post #65
Nemetz, Roger.................................Unknown DOD
New England – Post #66
Rafferty, Jack.........................................06/28/2019
Stagl, Kenneth.......................................10/08/2019
Hatton – Post #70
Becker, John....................................Unknown DOD
Thompson, Orin...............................Unknown DOD
Mott – Post #71
Geltz, Robert....................................Unknown DOD
Napoleon – Post #72
Silbernagel, Anton...........................Unknown DOD
Roth, Jackie.....................................Unknown DOD
Crosby – Post #75
Olin, Harold......................................Unknown DOD
Lidgerwood – Post #84
Gaukler, John.........................................09/29/2019
Wishek – Post #87
Sayler, Edward.......................................09/14/2019
Alexander – Post #94
Abelmann, Marvin............................Unknown DOD
Anderson, Gilman............................Unknown DOD
Langdon – Post #98
Gray, David............................................08/22/2019
Sand, Harvey.........................................08/11/2019
Ryder – Post #99
Franklin, Lawrence..........................Unknown DOD
Fjeldahl, Kenneth.............................Unknown DOD
Willow City – Post #112
Syvertson, Robert............................Unknown DOD
Fossness, Norman...........................Unknown DOD
Hettinger – Post #115
Whitmer, Alvin........................................04/23/2019
Parshall – Post #121
Gillies, Joe.......................................Unknown DOD
Ranum, Don.....................................Unknown DOD
Maddock – Post #123
Smith, Gordon ......................................08/25/2019
Bowbells – Post #127
Gullickson, Dennis...........................Unknown DOD
Turtle Lake – Post # 133
Olson, Kenneth................................Unknown DOD
Petryszyn, Les.................................Unknown DOD
Stanley – Post #134
Breding, Roger................................Unknown DOD
McVille – Post #135
Axtman, Clifford...............................Unknown DOD
Howe, Arthur....................................Unknown DOD
Olenberger, Scott............................Unknown DOD
Olson, Curtis....................................Unknown DOD
Ellendale – Post #137
Falk, Alan.........................................Unknown DOD

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138

Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

Filbert, Larry.....................................Unknown DOD
Mueller, Kenneth..............................Unknown DOD
Seefried, Gordon.............................Unknown DOD
Tioga – Post #139
Kamp, Neil.......................................Unknown DOD
Nauman, Bruce......................................05/17/2019
Swenrud, Dale............................................ 09/2019
Wilson, John....................................Unknown DOD
Belfield – Post #144
Obrigewitch, Claude..............................06/11/2019
Stigen, Donald.......................................05/15/2019
Page – Post #154
Drogen, Jerome..................................... 08/18/2019
Edinburg – Post #156
Langerud, Ronald..................................06/03/2019
Olafson, Joseph.....................................01/26/2019
Drayton – Post #159
Staskivige........................................Unknown DOD
Olson, Harris....................................Unknown DOD
Jorde, Gerald...................................Unknown DOD
Tolna – Post #162
Chiang, Joseph................................Unknown DOD
Newman, Dale.................................Unknown DOD
Rude, Robert...................................Unknown DOD
Richardton – Post #180
Pechtl, Edward......................................08/08/2019
Thompson – Post #181
Larson, Gary..........................................09/24/2019
Olson, Bernold.......................................08/25/2019
Gwinner – Squad #191
Petterson, Kent................................Unknown DOD
Rolette – Post #194
Davies, Wendell...............................Unknown DOD
Minto – Post #201
Dvorak, Sidney......................................09/29/2019
Sanborn – Post #202
Aune, Andrew........................................05/11/2019
Kupitz, Richard................................Unknown DOD
Miller, Maurice.......................................10/13/2018
Pisek – Post #208
Zikmund, Joseph...................................08/20/2019
New Leipzig – Post #211
Maier, John......................................Unknown DOD
Tappen – Post #212
White, Eugene.................................Unknown DOD
Rutland – Post #215
Heinen, Leonard....................................10/01/2019
Medina – Post #245
Donat, Marvin..................................Unknown DOD
Heinle, Timothy......................................07/31/2019
Moser, David..........................................09/09/2019
Zimmermann, Archibald........................09/21/2019
Gackle – Post #250
Nitschke, Rolin.......................................08/05/2019
Rudolph, Darwin....................................09/08/2019
White Shield – Post #253
Duffy, Patricia...................................Unknown DOD
Belcourt – Post #262
Poitra, Stephen................................Unknown DOD
Streeter – Post #265
Goff, Alton.............................................. 10/26/2019
Butte – Post #270
Brandt, Eugene......................................08/13/2019
Mooreton – Post #283
Breuer, Kenneth...............................Unknown DOD
New Town – Post #290
Carlson, Donald.....................................09/12/2019
Harwood – Post #297
Risch, Charles........................................10/14/2019
Kraiter, Gregory.....................................09/05/2019
Ressler, Richard.....................................09/28/2019
Manvel – Post #299
Haase, Ralph.........................................07/21/2019
Moran, Lee.............................................10/30/2019

QUALITY ON TAP

Serving Rural Residents of Stutsman, Foster,
Logan, Griggs and LaMoure Counties

1812 Hwy. 281 North, Jamestown, ND 58401

(701) 252-7727

srwdistrict@daktel.com
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American Legion Department of ND
Winter Conference Schedule
Bismarck Ramkota • Room Rate is $109
January 24-26, 2020

Thursday, January 23, 2020
4:00 pm
7:00 pm

Saturday, January 25 Cont.
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

ACOVA Interviews
Americanism/CY Committee

Friday, January 24, 2020
8:00 am
1:30 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00pm
3:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

DEC Meeting
Legion College
Registration (until 7:00 pm)
Foundation
DSO Office Hours (until 5:00 pm)
Boys State Committee Meeting
40 et 8 Grand Cheminot Meeting
First Time Attendees
Joint Opening Session

Sunday, January 26, 2020
7:30 am
8:00 am
8:30 am
8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

Saturday, January 25, 2020
7:00 am
8:00 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

Legionnaire’s Round Table Discussion
Athletic Committee Meeting
National Commissions and Committees Meeting
Press Association Committee
Legion Family Programs Joint Session
DSO Office Hours (until 4:00 pm)
High School Oratorical Contest Finals
Legion Riders Meeting
Post Service Officers
Delegate Selection Committee
Winter Conference Banquet Social
Winter Conference Banquet

Oratorical Committee Meeting
Registration (until Noon)
Legion Session
DSO Office Hours (until noon)
Staff Office Hours for Membership Questions

Dist and Regional Officers Meet with Cmdr
SAL Meeting
National Guard and Reserve
VA&R Committee Meeting
Regional Meetings
Legion Session
Joint Memorial Service

stroh
a r ch i t ec t s

i i n t er i o r s

2020 Winter Conference Registration
January 24-26, 2020 at the Bismarck Ramkota

Please note the price of the banquet tickets increases by $5 after January 10, 2020. A limited number of tickets are available
at the registration desk on a first come first serve basis. Preregistration forms will not be accepted after January 10th and
you will be required to register at the Winter Conference.

Post/Squadron Location ______________________ Post/Squad # _________ District # _________

Fargo, ND

Winter Conference Legion/SAL Registration Fee: $25
Preregistration Advanced Banquet Ticket Price: $35

Member Name ___________________________________

Banquet Ticket Price after January 10th: $40

London Broil

(Cutoff for Preregistered Advanced Tickets Discount is 1/9/19)

Banquet Menu Options
London Broil

Broiled 8oz marinated flank steak topped with a delectable mushroom
wine sauce.

#____ x $35 = $_________

Bacon Wrapped Stuffed Pork Chop #____ x $35 = $_________
Registration Fee $25

Total Due

=$

Free Admission

with this coupon • 1 per customer

25____

$_________

Bacon Wrapped Stuffed Pork Chop

Spinach, pecans, boursin cheese filled pork chop wrapped with applewood bacon and topped with a smoky red pepper sauce. GLUTEN FREE

Please mail the registration form and payment to
ND American Legion
405 West Main Ave Suite 4-A
West Fargo, ND 58078
PLEASE DO NOT MAIL WITH SWEEPSTAKES

Member Name ___________________________________
London Broil

#____ x $35 = $_________

Bacon Wrapped Stuffed Pork Chop #____ x $35 = $_________
Registration Fee $25

Total Due

=$

25____

$_________

Total Amount Enclosed $________

Free Bomb Shot

with this coupon • 1 per customer
325 N. 10th Street • Fargo, ND

