National Commander “100 Miles For Hope” Challenge Begins

American Legion National Commander Bill Oxford literally took the first steps August 3 on a new campaign to support the nation’s veterans, military families and their communities.

I have taken the first steps on a 100-mile journey
in support of our nation’s veterans and children. The
unique challenge — 100 Miles for Hope — was
created to help drive resources toward our Veterans &
Children Foundation.
In a show of American Legion Family solidarity,
Sons of The American Legion Commander Clint
Bolt and American Legion Auxiliary President
Nicole Clapp have committed to their own 100-mile
challenges.
We’re asking for support from our American
Legion Family members to put on their walking
or running shoes, get on their bikes or rev up their
motorcycles for 100 miles today through Veterans
Day, which is 100 days from now. And I am issuing a
special challenge to department commanders to join
me, if they are physically able, in the 100-mile quest.
For a $30 registration fee, 100 Miles for Hope
participants receive a slick tech shirt (available in
men’s, women’s and children’s sizes), a sign to
display and a certificate of accomplishment when
they finish. Roughly 50 percent of the $30 fee will go
toward Veterans & Children Foundation after figuring
in costs for the shirts, shipping, etc.
Posts can also participate by creating their own
events for members while keeping local social
distancing rules in mind. This is a great opportunity

Since its creation in 1925,
The American Legion Veterans &
Children Foundation has delivered
over $30 million in financial
assistance for disabled veterans,
military families and young people
who lost parents in service to our
nation. Income from the foundation
investments is used to fund
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
programs and Temporary Financial
Assistance, which provides funds
to minor children of active duty or
American Legion members.

to safely celebrate Patriot Day, American Legion Day
and Veterans Day later on.
Learn more about this initiative on the Legion
website, www.legion.org/100miles and get started by
registering at Emblem Sales.
One hundred miles may seem like a long way.
But it was chosen with a purpose. The 100-day time
frame was selected so that walkers could break it
down to a mile day. That’s roughly 20 to 30 minutes
a day, which is the activity level many health experts
recommend.
I’ll be walking 100 miles and riding my bike
for another 100 miles to support our veterans and
children. I’m sure my health will benefit from the
increased activity, after being sheltered in place for
so long. But the real beneficiaries are veterans and
children in need who receive vital assistance from The
American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation,
formerly known as the American Legion Endowment
Fund.
The foundation provides necessary funds to train
and support The American Legion’s network of more
than 3,000 accredited service officers who represent
veterans, free of charge, with their benefits claims and
other needs. Additionally, military families facing
financial crises are eligible to receive Temporary
Financial Assistance, which is funded by American

Legion Veterans & Children Foundation donations.
It’s up to you how you cross that 100-mile
threshold (and when you do, share your journey on
our Legiontown web page). On days when you lack
the motivation to put in a mile or two, just remember
who we are doing this for.
Join me in keeping this important foundation
strong to ensure we honor our commitments to all
veterans, military families and children in need.
Bill Oxford
National Commander
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Boys State
As I sit here trying to write this article, I think
about the young men that missed out on the Boys
State program this past June and I wonder what
they are doing and how they are getting along.
That brings me to the 2021 Boys State. Boys
State Director Neil and his counselors have been
working on bringing the 2020 junior boys and the
2021 junior boys to attend the 2021 Boys State at
NDSCS in Wahpeton. Neil has been in touch with
Dr. John Richman the President of the college to
make sure they would be able to handle that many
young men and the President said that would
work. We are so fortunate to be working with
NDSCS during this time. Right now, we do not
know when the school year will start so obviously
when the school year ends this could be another
issue with Boys State June 13-18, 2021, we hope
this will not be a problem.
From the National American Legion, the
recommended guidelines for the Boys State
program suggest that only males who have
completed their junior year of high school
and have at least one semester of high school
remaining should be considered for the program,
that doesn’t have to be the case. In a memo to
American Legion departments, Americanism

Commission Chairman Richard Anderson noted
that Public Law 112-66, passed in 2011, amended
the Legion’s federal charter so that “American
Legion departments possess the authority to
establish their own criteria for Boys State program
eligibility, selection, participation and operation
and should proceed with their respective programs
accordingly”. So, I think we need to have the ND
Department give us the okay to run the two years
together. I’m sure this would be no problem.
I want to take this time to thank everyone
that donates to our great Boys State program. We
all know that these young men that attend Boys
State are the future of not only of North Dakota
but the United States that we all love so much.
With that I’m reminding you to be thinking of the
two classes that will be eligible for the 2021 Boys
State year. Also, remember to donate to this great
program.
I need to thank Neil, the Counselors, Teri,
Sarah and Adjutant Ron for all they do to keep
this program moving forward through these
difficult times. And also, a big thank you to the
ND Department for all your help.
Wayne D Satrom
Boys State Executive Director

2020 Camp Grafton
Disabled Veteran
Deer Hunt
The Barnes County Veteran Service Office in
cooperation with North Dakota Department of Fish
and Game would like to announce the 2020 Camp
Grafton Disabled Veteran Deer Hunt for Veterans who
are 50% disabled or greater. The Disabled Veteran
Deer Hunt will take place on Monday, November
16th and Tuesday, November 17th at Camp Grafton,
ND. Applications are due by October 16, 2020 and
are available from any County or Tribal Veteran
Service Office.
*PLEASE NOTE: This is a shotgun with slug
only hunt, no rifles will be allowed or provided this
year.*

Please Patronize our Advertisers.
Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their businesses in our publications.
Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.
Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get advertising pricing and
placement information.
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Greetings to All,
My sincere hope is that this message finds you
healthy and as happy as one can be in these trying
times.
While the first half of my year as commander
found me off and running at full speed, the second
half has proven utterly unconventional. Cancellations
seem to be the norm, with any necessary meetings
held by teleconference.
Following some concerning situations, I feel
that I have learned much in this year. There were,
and still are, many tough decisions to be made. I am
profoundly grateful for the guidance from our DEC. I
also wish to thank the office staff for their efficiency
in preparing the necessary teleconferences. We have
found “Zoom” to be the best platform for these phone
meetings.
I am still regretful that the Department Convention
was cancelled. There was so much important
department business that failed to be conducted in
the usual manner. But more importantly, we did
not share the happiness that coming together as a
family to enjoy each other’s company can provide.
This camaraderie is essential for any organization to
function efficiently. I anticipate the time when we
will come together once again.

Appreciation for Support in Difficult Times
The International Music Camp would like to
extend appreciation to the ND American Legion
Posts and Legion Auxiliary Units that have donated
to date to the IMC COVID-19 Stabilization Fund.
We made the difficult decision in April to postpone
our 65th Anniversary Season to 2021 for the safety
and well-being of our campers, staff, and faculty.
Unfortunately, that also meant that we lost 90% of
our annual operating income. To stay relevant and
fulfill our mission of enriching lives through artistic
expression and personal growth, we partnered with
our teaching faculty to deliver online educational
content to over 1,000 campers, music educators, and
members of the public this summer.
Our next task is to prepare for the summer of 2021,
which will bring many changes to our operations
along with a return to normalcy. Thank you to the
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I continue to meet via teleconference with the
Midwest Region department commanders and our
Midwest Region NVC Feuerbach. I can assure you
all that the Department of North Dakota is not alone
in our struggles during these unprecedented times.
Every one of the departments reported conflicts
and the methods they chose to contend with these
difficulties. Some methods were effective, while
others were in vain. I believe that the important issue
here is the fact that we are interacting to learn from
one another.
I recently participated in the “Virtual Membership
Training Course” which was provided by National.
This course consisted of two one-hour classes each
day for four days. Since it was an online course,
there were numerous question-and-answer periods. I
continue to learn by doing.
I am genuinely excited about the upcoming year.
Although the commander’s car has not turned many
miles since March, I sincerely hope that will change
very soon. I pray for the day when this department
will once again operate normally, as in the past.
May the Lord bless you and keep you safe.
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following posts and units who have donated to help
support the International Music Camp in this effort:
American Legion Auxiliary Rolla Unit 235
American Legion Auxiliary Fargo Unit 2
American Legion Edgeley Post 146
American Legion Cooperstown Post 143
American Legion New Salem Post 91
Dept. of ND American Legion Auxiliary
American Legion Petersburg Post 247
American Legion Page Post 154
Christine and Tim Baumann
Camp Directors
International Music Camp
Greetings to all Legion
Family Members,
This article is going to be
short. In the last article I said
it would be my last article as
Eastern Vice Commander, but
now you have to put up with
me for one more year.
Don’t
forget
about
membership. As you collect
memberships please turn them into Department
Headquarters and don’t hold on to them.
With the coronavirus pandemic, we don’t know
what the rest of the year will bring. So, take all
precautions when out and about. Be safe
Perry “Skip” Nesdahl
Eastern Region Vice Commander
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Another summer has come and gone and it seems
like this year has been going by too fast. The past
several months have been a trying time, and I hope
everybody is staying out of harm’s way and staying
safe.
The Department has postponed the Fall District
meetings due to COVID. We will let you know if and
when we will have the meetings.
National Commander Oxford requests to continue
with the Buddy Checks. This is a simple way with
staying in contact with our comrades to make sure
they are doing all right. This could also be a way of
reaching out to somebody that has not been to post
meetings in a while. This also works as a membership
tool. If somebody has not renewed in a couple of
years, call them up and invite them back into the
Legion. The Department of Montana used the Buddy
Check method and they ended up over 100%. Let’s
see if it could work for our Department.
Some people are aware of the reason we require

consolidated post reports, but some may not. Here is
the reason: According to our 1919 Charter, it requires
us to submit an annual report to Congress on our
activities. As of the end of July the Department of
North Dakota only submitted 57%. This is something
we will have to work on for the upcoming year. If
we call on the Posts across the state it is not because
we like to harass you, but the National office collects
all the data and reports to Congress what we have
accomplished and have done for our communities and
Veterans. I know some of the small Posts are saying
they are not doing anything, but they do more than
they think.
This year we ended up being short 755 of our goal
with 12,247 and a goal of 13,002. We ranked 17th in
the Nation. This year National set our goal at 12,471.
I challenge each and every one who is reading this
article to go out and get one new member or go out
and renew a person who has not been a member for a
couple of years.

The first week of August, National had a virtual
meeting on membership. I learned a few things that I
am going to pass on to you. I recently had a person call
me and told me that the Legion hasn’t done anything
for him, so he is dropping his membership. I tried to
tell him that his dues have helped other people such
as Children and Youth and other programs. But when
I asked him if he knew that the American Legion is
the one organization that supplies the Flags for all US
Military Cemeteries overseas, and part of his dues
could be used for that great cause needless to say, he
was okay with that and decided to stay a member.
If you are interested in what the virtual
membership workshop was all about, you can find
it on the National Legion website and just click on
the attendee link. There are 8 different sections with
different subjects. https://www.legion.org/training/
membership

Doc Visits in the Age of ‘Rona
2020 has given us many new trials and tribulations
that we are all working to figure out. How we operate
our day to day activities is affected greatly by the
COVID-19 pandemic. This also includes our VA
Hospitals.
Next time you visit your local VA – whether it
is the hospital in Fargo, Minneapolis, or Rapid City
or one of the many Community Based Outreach
Clinics – be prepared for the ever-changing safety
precautions.
Prior to entering the VA facility, ensure that you
have some sort of face covering – this can be a mask
or face shield – with you. If not, you will be provided

one upon being screened and required to wear
throughout your time at the VA. The VA is also asking
that patients to not arrive more than 15 minutes prior
to their scheduled appointments. This will help keep
any unnecessary contact from occurring with patients.
Screening: Any person that enters the facility
– whether patient or staff – is screened daily. This
screening asks the person questions about potential
exposure to COVID-19 or symptoms they may
be experiencing. This is followed by a touchless
temperature check. Veterans can also text SCREEN to
53079. This will send the list of screening questions
so they can have that part complete before walking
in the door. Veteran will need to show this to the

screeners at the front door.
Visitors & Companions: The VA is limiting the
number of visitors they are allowing in the VA at any
given time. Certain levels of the VA hospital will
remain closed to outside visitors to include CLC,
except for special circumstances.
The VA is working on increasing the use of
telehealth appointments. Virtual care is becoming the
new normal in multiple aspects of the VA Healthcare
System. This included routine doctor visits,
counseling, and support groups.
If you have any questions on whether you are
eligible for telehealth care, please reach out to your
Primary Care Provider.
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Department Executive Committee
Virtual Meeting
June 29, 2020
The DEC met via virtual zoom at 6:30 PM on June
29, 2020. The following is a summary of the meeting.
Full minutes will be available at the Department
Office after approval.
DEC Chairman Glenn Wahus called the meeting
to order at 6:30 PM. The consent agenda, meeting
agenda, and the previous minutes of April 20, 2020,
were approved.
Financials – the Department and Boys State taxes
have been completed and in the process of being
filed. The accounts held at Stifel are currently sitting
fairly good after everything happening with the stock
markets.

Athletics – Baseball Chairman Kroshus reported
the happenings with the cancellation of baseball
and encouraging the teams to come back to Legion
baseball next year.
Boys State – Wayne Satrom reported on the plans
for the 2020 and 2021 program.
Legion Riders – Director Anderson reported on
two scholarships this year.
Membership – Commander Wiederholt reported
on the 2020 membership year.
Foundation - Chairman Krause reported on the
Foundation financials. The investments worked well
even with the fluctuation in the stock market.
NEC Krause reported that the NEC has been
meeting virtually and plans to attend the fall workshop
in Indianapolis in October. All National appointments

have been extended for 12 months. The National
Commander will attend the 2021 parade on July 4th
in Park River, ND.
Commander presented the 2020-2021 budget
proposal to the DEC with the budget based on 12,500
members. Motion to accept the budget was approved.
Department Service Officer Assistant resigned and a
motion to hire a new assistant was approved. Copier
lease has expired, and a new copier will be leased.
Discussion was made with National Headquarters
and the use of the name and emblem. The National
Judge Advocate is considering pressing charges
on Posts which did not get approval in writing
beforehand. ACOVA candidates have been submitted
to the Governor for his selection.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM

Greetings,
I sincerely hope that this article finds all of you
happy and healthy. These are indeed trying times for
people all over the world and there is no letup in the
for-seeable future. We have not seen an epidemic like
this since the early 1900’s. We pray for all those on the
front lines, affected by this disaster, first responders,
nurses, doctors, law enforcement and their families
and any others exposed to this nasty virus. My deepest
sympathy goes to all who have been affected.
Due to the severity of this pandemic, the National
American Legion Leadership has made some
unprecedented decisions that were very tough:
1. The National High School Oratorical contest
		 scheduled for April 17-19 was cancelled.
2. The Spring NEC and Americanism meetings
		 scheduled for the first week in May were
		 cancelled.
3. The Samsung scholarships for this year are
		 suspended until next year.
4. TheAmerican Legion Boys Nation scheduled for
		 July 19-25 was cancelled.
5. Junior Shooting Sports National Championship

		 scheduled for July 21- 26 was cancelled.
6. All American Legion Baseball Regional
		 Tournaments are all cancelled.
7. The American Legion Baseball World Series
		 scheduled for Aug 13 – 20 is cancelled.
8. The 102nd American Legion Convention
		 scheduled for Aug 28 – Sep 3 has been
		 cancelled.
The rest of the year’s activities are still scheduled,
but will be looked at as they draw near, i.e. National
American Legion College. Fall NEC meetings in
October, will be of an abbreviated format with only
NEC members and Past National Commanders
present. All National Officers, including National
Appointments made by me last year are extended by
one year.
The Department of North Dakota has also
suspended/cancelled several activities. I will let the
Department leadership inform you of these issues.
On a positive note, the $1500 Nesheim scholarship
was awarded by the Foundation to Karagan Friedt
of Mott, ND. Karagan also was awarded a Tedrow
scholarship along with Chase Benson, Logan Harder,

Cole Graner, Elise Ramberg, Isac Benten and Abigail
Tykwinski. My congratulations go out to all of these
young people.
Pastor Mark Antal is still in the running for
National Chaplain and could be appointed as soon
as 2021. We also have endorsed Glenn Wahus for
National Vice Commander. He would also take office
in 2021.
You can find more information on the American
Legion at www.Legion.org. If you need more local
information about any legion related issue, it can be
found on the Department web site at www.ndlegion.
org.
Gail and I wish you all the very best and I Know
we will get through this together.
Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more
information that you need, or have any questions for
me, let me know and I will get back to you ASAP.
My cell number is 701-680-0567 and my e-mail is:
bobkrause71@gmail.com. Gail’s and my address
is 3340 17th Ave S. Unit 202, Fargo, ND 58103.
Thank you all for your continued support of this great
organization.
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At a recent Sunday service, I walked up to one
of our parishioners wearing his mask as suggested by
the CDC and asked how he was doing. Sometimes
wearing a mask makes it difficult to communicate,
but it also requires that we look people in the eye
when they speak to us. You can see a lot in a person’s
eyes. The pain there, the worry. His answer was a
very serious one: “I am concerned about what we are
going through and how badly we need the armor.”
I have explored the Bible from Genesis to Maps
and found time after time where we are told to fear
not. We are told that because God is still on the throne,
He is still in charge and He still has a plan. And a huge
part of that plan is to protect the children of God. To
walk with us, protect us, lead us and teach us. So,
I want to ask you the question: Do we need armor?
Think about a time in your life when you can say you
knew God protected you from... fill in the blank.
When I was 12 years old, I nearly drowned.
To this day I don’t care too much for water. At that
time in my life I had given my life to the Lord three
years prior. But I have to be honest, I needed a book
entitled OK, you’re saved, now what. I didn’t know
anything about warfare or armor. And I probably
didn’t even know there was a book in the Bible called
EPHESIANS. But there’s no doubt in my mind that
God protected me from drowning even if it was in the
form of a 16-year-old boy.
As an adult, serving in the military, riding
motorcycles, life in general -- I’m sure there are times
that it was God who protected me. But again, I can’t
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specifically say I had put on what we call the armor
of God.
When we join up, the commanders don’t drop you
into the middle of a battle without preparing you. The
first thing they did when I joined the Marine Corps
was to issue our uniforms. There was not one part of
my body exposed to the elements. From head to toe
I was covered. But even then, they didn’t drop me in
the middle of a battle without training.
So back to my question - Do we need armor?
Do you sense a battle coming? Do you feel a battle
building? How can you not? Is it a battle you want to
be prepared for? Do we need the armor?
My answer is absolutely! We go through battles
every day, although sometimes we don’t consider
them actual battles. We might call them struggles.
Ephesians says we wrestle. Wrestling can take
up anything from a major battle, to a minor one. I
can wrestle with my feelings — I may want to do
something that isn’t in God’s plan, or I can wrestle in
a major conflict.
Ephesians 6:12 - For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.
There is always a “power of darkness” behind
the enemy we can see. Our enemy is real, but our
enemy isn’t the government or the Russians or the
Republicans or the Democrats. Our enemy is Satan
and his army. Every battle is a spiritual battle. Every

battle you face has a spiritual realm behind the
physical realm that you see. The thing is, there are
battles going on in the spiritual realm that you may
know nothing about, but they affect you. That’s the
in-depth real answer to “Do we need the armor?”
Ephesians 6:13 - Therefore take up the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day and having done all, to stand.
We don’t need to see the evil forces. We need
to know and always remember that they are out
there. And our enemy Satan is leading them to battle
against us. We also need to know we have The armor
available to us.
Ephesians 6:14-20 teaches us about the spiritual
armor God has provided for us. I urge you to take
time to look them up for yourself. I also invite you
to go to my Facebook page and watch the video
series preparing for battle and to read my book – No
Strings Attached: The Unconditional Love of the
Savior. You can always email me at my new address:
hutchinskaren35@gmail.com.

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Best Wishes American Legion!

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

Paid for by Terry Wanzek

Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

Senator Terry M. Wanzek

Welcome
To

fresh

•Fargo
•West Fargo
•South Fargo
•Moorhead
•Bismarck.
•North Bismarck
•Watford
•Minot
•Dickinson
•Williston
•Stanley.
•Tioga
•Jamestown

Visit us online at cashwise.com

There’s no place like
home. So make
yourself comfortable.

1-800-638-3278
montana-dakota.com

We never know what challenges
we’ll face, but coming home should
always be … predictable. The
lights turn on, room temperatures
are just right and pushing the “on”
button starts the appliances and
electronics we use for everyday
tasks. Montana-Dakota Utilities
provides safe, reliable and
affordable electric and natural gas
services for our customers. Come
on in, put your feet up and make
yourself comfortable.

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138
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2019-2020 Unit Member of the Year Announced
Shirley Berndt, a resident of Breckenridge, Minnesota,
and life member of Hafner-Miller-Ross Unit 20 of
Wahpeton, North Dakota, was named 2019-2020 Unit
Member of the Year by the Department Past Presidents
Parley. Shirley was nominated for this prestigious award

by her unit in recognition of her commitment and service
to the Auxiliary programs supporting veterans and their
families. On behalf of a grateful Department, Shirley
was presented with a certificate and gift card by Unit 20
President Kellie Larson.
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Department and
District President
Changes
Due to COVID-19 precautions, the 2020 National
and Department Conventions were canceled. National
leadership recommended that all 2019-2020 National and
Department Officers and chairmen remain in their current
positions through 2020-2021. However, if officers were
unable or unwilling to do so, they were asked to submit a
letter of resignation to the Department Office no later than
June 1, 2020.
Bev Wolff was sworn in as Department President by
the Department Executive Board on July 1, 2020. Myrna
Ronholm resigned the position on June 30, 2020. See
articles on Page 8 for more details.
Eileen Vondra will serve as District 2 President
following the resignation of Kathy Tuma.
Marlene Boyer will serve as District 4 Interim
President following the resignation of Joan Lasher.

Unit 20 President Kellie Larson (l) and Shirley Berndt

Parley Seeks Past Award Winners’ Stories

While the world we are living in right now seems to be
chaotic and out of control, we as members of this 100-yearold organization continue to work our ‘mission’ to support
veterans and their families, our communities, and individual
units.
It is our duty to look for the good in the world and let
the world know about the phenomenal work our members are
doing in their communities. Share your work with the world
by posting your activities on social media. Some of those
activities might include the following:
• Collecting food and donations for local food banks
• Performing “welfare checks” on shut-ins in your
community
• Escorting veterans to their appointments
• Sewing face masks for neighbors, first responders, and
nursing home residents
• Making quilts and tie-blankets for veterans or the needy
• Distributing stuffed toys to children in need

There is no better opportunity to see true ‘unit members
of the year’ emerge. Consider those in your unit who go above
and beyond in carrying out the ‘mission’ of the American
Legion Auxiliary. Nominate one of these fine members for the
‘Unit Member of the Year’ award.
Our Past Presidents Parley organization is also seeking
past Unit Member of the Year honorees for their stories and
how the award may have impacted their lives. Are you still
active? Did the award inspire you to reach for new heights in
the Auxiliary? How did the award make a difference in your
life?
You can email your story to me at parliamentarian@
ndala.org or mail it to me at the address listed below. I am
looking forward to hearing from you.
Diane Kraemer, Past Presidents Parley Chairman
2466 Estabrook Drive
Grand Forks, ND 58201-6131

New Flag & Pole Installed at McClusky Cemetery

Auxiliary members of James Roberts Unit 124 of
McClusky acted quickly when they learned that the
McClusky Merchants Association had discontinued gaming
and needed to fully allot and record disbursement of gaming
funds by November 25,
2019. The Merchants
Association invited local
organizations to apply
in writing for a portion
of the funds for specific
uses within their entity.
Unit
124
was
awarded $1,500 for
the purchase of a new
American
flag
and
flagpole to be erected at
the McClusky cemetery.
A six-foot by ten-foot
polyester flag and 30-foot
pole was ordered from
“The Flag-Pole Guy”,
Jim Swartout, at a cost
of $2,521. The purchase
included delivery and
set up in the McClusky
cemetery and was to be
completed by the 2020
Memorial Day service.
With a significant
amount remaining on the

bill for the flag order, a community soup fundraiser was
quickly organized and scheduled by Unit 124 members.
Junior Auxiliary members were enlisted to assist with
serving and cleanup. The fundraiser was well-attended,
and attendees were generous, making it possible to raise
the remaining amount for the flag and pole.
Despite the quick action to complete fundraising and
purchase of the flag and pole, the COVID-19 pandemic
delayed the flag set up at the cemetery and caused the
cancellation of the public ceremony. Unit 124 announces
that despite the obstacles encountered, the newly purchased
American flag now proudly waves at the head of rows of
crosses honoring local deceased veterans.
Article submitted by Unit 124 President Deb Sparrow

Soup Fundraiser Volunteers (L-R): Perla Perlmann, Rhonda Meckle,
Kelly Helm, Lynn Helm, Joan Lasher and Loann Jorgensen

Myrna Ronholm, Past Department President (2019-2020), announced the winner of her
President’s Project quilt as Garry McMahan of Killdeer, North Dakota. Congratulations,
Garry. Past President Ronholm thanks everyone who contributed to her President’s Project
which raised over $5,000 for the VA Medical Center in Fargo and the North Dakota Veterans
Home in Lisbon.

Upcoming Dates

Fall District Meetings are postponed
until October or when the concerns
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic
subside. Watch for further updates in your
email or online.
Poppy orders and mandatory forms are
due to the Department Office by October
31st.

WWII Veteran
Celebrates 100th
Birthday
Gwendolyn (Gwen) Young, a 72-year member of
Bergman-Evenson Unit 215 of Rutland, will celebrate her
100th birthday at her Mesa, AZ, home.
Gwen, a World War II veteran, served in the 6667th
WAC Headquarters as a company clerk, working with
information, propaganda, and the BBC. She was stationed
in Algiers, Africa, at Eisenhower’s Headquarters-Algiers
Command Center, serving from December 6, 1942, until
her separation with the rank of Sergeant on July 29, 1944.
Prior to her enlistment, Gwen worked for two years
at AAA in Fargo, ND. After her discharge, Gwen worked
8 ½ years at the Farmers Home agency and 18 ½ years
as postmaster in Rutland, ND. She raised four boys, all of
whom served in the U. S. Army during the Vietnam era.
Gwen now resides in Mesa, AZ. In a typical year, she
would be spending the summer at her farmstead located
just outside of her hometown of Rutland and celebrating
her birthday with many friends and family members.
Article by Unit 215 President Carolyn Christensen
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The year 2020 has certainly
been challenging for our units.
I know many of you who meet
regularly and volunteer in your
community and at veteran centers
have been greatly impacted by
the lockdown and precautions
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
I know many of you have found
ways to overcome the challenges
and have managed to assemble
blankets, supplies, and masks so desperately needed in your
communities. ALA members always find ways to overcome
challenges like these. Thank you for your continued work on
behalf of veterans even if it means you need to stay home
much of the time.
Now for some announcements that will keep you busy in
the meantime and help you find out more about the American
Legion Auxiliary as well.
o ALA Academy Virtual Training will be available
through the National website this fall (www.alaforveterans.
org).
o ALA Academy courses, which all members can take,
are available now and include (www.alaforveterans.org/ALAAcademy/):
• ALA-101 – has been revised and will be coming
		 this fall. Watch for the course by checking the
		 website regularly if you are interested in taking
		 this course.
• ALA Communications Methods
• ALA Leadership, Living Our Motto of “Service
		 not Self”.
• Establishing an ALA Culture of Goodwill
• ALA Branding and Why It Matters to Me
• ALA Fundraising Course
• How to Deal with Conflict
o Course for Junior Members: ALA Juniors
E-learning
o The American Legion’s podcast – Tango,
Alpha, Lima is interesting to listen to
(www.legion.org/tangoalphalima).
Remember to use the American Legion Auxiliary emblem
for branding. Permission to use the emblem is required and
approval forms can be found on the National website or by
contacting the Department Office.
Have a good fall preparing and organizing for the coming
year by any means members of your unit can do safely.
Tammy Ryberg

Dear Auxiliary Members,
The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary
became an important part of the Wolff family when my
husband, Darrell, retired from the Air Force after serving
twenty years. Darrell became a member of Harley Salzman
Post 5 in Beach and I became a member of the Beach Auxiliary
unit. Thus began the journey that has led me here.
After a few years in the Auxiliary, Marli Wicka, a
wonderful lady I had known since childhood, became
Department President in 1985. Other Past Department
Presidents and Legion Officers have been a constant source of
inspiration and energy as well.
The opportunity to lead the American Legion Auxiliary
Department of North Dakota once again is indeed a great
honor and I thank you for your support and hard work on
behalf of our veterans and their families. The symbol I have
chosen for 2020-2021 is the American Flag and my motto is
“Veterans Magnify Freedom”.
I want to thank Myrna Ronholm for her service this past
incredibly challenging year and for her many years of service
as a Department officer, volunteer, and supporter of veterans.
On behalf of the Department of North Dakota, Blessings to
you, Myrna.
Ladies and gentlemen of the American Legion Auxiliary,
YOU are the most important part of this great organization.
YOU are the “Volunteers in Service”. You are the individuals,

the spark that keeps our
organization moving forward.
YOU are our future!
Continue to come up with
ways that we as Auxiliary
members can maintain service
to our veterans, active duty
military, children and youth,
our communities, and the many
programs sponsored by the
American Legion Auxiliary. Share that information with
other units in your districts. Somehow, we must meet other
individuals who are eligible to become members of this
great organization. Invite them to join you at a meeting,
when working on a fundraising event, or completing special
projects.
Let us all remember to keep the American Legion
Auxiliary in our hearts and minds. Membership is not a oneperson job. As a unit member, it is your responsibility to assist
your unit’s membership chairman. We must all be ‘stars’ for
our veterans through membership. Help keep the American
Legion Auxiliary #1 in North Dakota and across this great
nation.
“Veterans Magnify Freedom”
Bev Wolff

As you may know by now, Myrna Ronholm resigned
her office effective June 30, 2020, and Bev Wolff was sworn
in as your Department President effective July 1, 2020. Best
wishes, Myrna. It was a pleasure working with you. I enjoyed
our telephone and in-person meetings and I wish you the best.
Congratulations, Bev. I am looking forward to another
successful Auxiliary year and send you my best wishes for
your administrative year.
As we come to the end of summer and begin our Fall
projects, I want to remind all of you that unit mailings
typically are mailed only to Unit Presidents. The information
contained in the mailings is posted on the Department website
as well, so check back regularly for updates (www.ndala.org).
Updated forms can also be found on the website. If you cannot
find something or find an outdated document or form, please
contact the Department Office.
Although Fred and I have stayed close to home this
summer, we did manage to spend some time at the lake with
our family over the Fourth of July. I even took a buzz around
the lake on a jet-ski with our oldest grandson at the helm. It
was alot of fun and now I can mark that off my bucket list.
Kenny Wiederholt and his Department Executives have

indicated that the Fall District
Meetings are postponed until
October or when the concerns
surrounding the COVID-19
pandemic subside. Watch for
further updates in your email or
online.
As of August 6, North
Dakota’s 2020 membership is
sitting at 91.11%. Auxiliary
members, please work with your membership chairmen to
bring that number to 100% by October 1, 2020. Then hit the
membership trail hard to bring 2021 dues in early.
Keep doing what you can within the limits and guidelines
of the current health crisis to support our veterans, active duty
military personnel and their families, your communities, and
your units. Continue to work on membership, making masks,
and supporting the local food banks and veterans’ shelters.
Your membership in the American Legion Auxiliary is more
important now than at any other point in recent history.
Marcy Schmidt

Dear Auxiliary Friends,
Recently, I finished my 25th year as a Department Officer.
I enjoyed my time serving in all offices I held, but I want to
say farewell for now and tell you that I hope to see you all
now and then.
By now, most of you know that I resigned as Department
President effective June 30, 2020. I loved the job but my
husband, Jerry, is ill and I wish to spend precious time with
him. Traveling and the required commitment of time would
have been a problem and I feel it is the right decision for both
of us.
I extend my sincere thanks to all of you for your love and
support for me while serving as your 2019-2020 Department
President.
I want to thank all Auxiliary and Legion members,
units, and posts for your monetary contributions toward my
President’s Projects, the VA Medical Center in Fargo, and
the North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon. A friend of mine
painted a large poppy picture which will be donated to the

North Dakota Veterans Home for
the enjoyment of the residents
there.
I want to personally thank
Joan Lasher, Past District 4
President, for her work on the
reception held in my honor at
Winter Conference. I enjoyed
meeting and visiting with so
many of you. I enjoyed working
with Marcy, our Department Secretary, especially our phone
chats. She always answered my questions and concerns. I
want to thank Kenny Wiederholt for his brave leadership
as our American Legion Department Commander in these
uncertain times.
Farewell for now. Stay safe and healthy.
Myrna Ronholm,
Past Department President (2019-2020)

Greetings North Dakota
Auxiliary Members.
I hope all of you have had
an enjoyable spring and summer.
Some days have certainly been
much warmer. For some of us
it has been a dry summer, and
others have been blessed with
some moisture. On the other
hand, some of you unfortunately
have received some bad storms. I have heard reports of hail,
tornadoes, etc. and I pray everyone has remained safe.
When faced with adversaries, we need to accept the spirit
of a conqueror. We cannot run away and hide; we cannot
escape or avoid situations that are difficult. When we run
from a situation, we can bet our last dollar we will have to
go back and face it later in life. God will give you the spirit
of a conqueror to face your adversaries. He will give you the
strength to overcome. Anytime you feel insecure, weak, or
alone know that God is always with you. At times, God will
put you in situations where you need to deal with your fears
to help you overcome them. We often ask God to deliver us
from the wrong thing. We want to be delivered from the things
in our hearts that hinder God’s purpose for our lives. “Dear
God, come into my life. Give me the strength of a conqueror to
overcome my fears. I trust You to help me conquer difficulties
with grace and determination. Amen.”
Sandra Petermann

Hello District 5 Members,
Thank you to District 5 units and unit members for
submitting your 2019-2020 volunteer hours and narrative
reports. Four of the twelve units in District 5 reported hours,
which included a total of 10,757 hours of volunteer service. A
total of $16,254 was spent in providing support and services
to our veterans, active military and their families, children and
youth, community service, Department scholarships, and the
Flickertail Girls State program. These numbers are awesome
and were included in the Department report to National
Headquarters. Congratulations on a great job. Keep up the
good work in the future.
With the increase in dues on the National level in 2019,
the Unit Impact Report numbers help explain how your dues
support programs to assist our veterans, military and your
communities, and the value of your membership.
I was installed as President and Peggy Moran as Vice
President at the District 5 Fall Meeting in Bismarck in August
2019.
My husband, Joe, is a veteran and has been a member
of the American Legion since 1974. I joined Unit 163 at
Wilton when we moved here in 2012. Both my husband and

our daughter, Mary, are active with Post
163 at Wilton.
Peggy joined American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 12 at Washburn in 2005
when her husband joined Post 12 and
became active. She has served as Unit
12 President since 2008.
If a District 5 Fall Meeting can be
held, we will send information to units
as plans are finalized. It is important to
have representatives from every unit at
our District Meetings. This is a wonderful chance for you to
meet our new Department President, Beverly Wolff, and learn
more about her vision and ideas for projects for the upcoming
year.
Both Peggy and I would like to visit as many units in
District 5 as possible this year. Drop a line or give either one
of us a call and let us know when and where you meet. We
look forward to seeing all of you and hope many more of you
will attend your Unit meetings.
Charlotte Heiser, District 5 President
Peggy Moran, District 5 Vice President

District 1

Hello District Unit Members,
We have been in an unusual
year across our nation. Now more
that ever, it is our mission to serve
our veterans and their families.
Through your membership, we
serve all of them.
Please be so kind as to extend
membership to Legion and Auxiliary
families. Keep our young people
engaged and working with us. They want to be a part of
our organization as we and they grow together.
As Autumn rolls around, lets continue to look forward
to another year. Thank you for your dedication to our
veterans!
Berniece Froiland
District 1 President

District 5
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Hello Auxiliary Sisters,
I hope this finds all of you doing well during these trying
times.
Our 2019-2020 scholarship selection committee received
and reviewed ten applications for the Past Presidents Parley
Nursing Scholarship and six for the Grace Holmes, MD
Nursing Scholarship.
Mya Gibbons Halverson of Cando, ND, and Ashley
Renae Bauer of Kenmare, ND, were awarded Past Presidents
Parley Nursing Scholarships. Jacob S. Arnold of Esmond,
ND, was awarded the prestigious Grace Holmes, MD Nursing
Scholarship.
Three North Dakota units nominated unit members for
the Unit Member of the Year Award. Shirley Berndt, a life
member of Hafner-Miller-Ross Unit 20 of Wahpeton was

Past Presidents Parley

chosen as the Department of North Dakota Unit Member of the
Year for 2019-2020. She was selected for her quiet dedication
and work on behalf of her unit in support of veterans and the
community of Wahpeton.
Two units nominated members for the Salute to Service
Women Award. Catherine Peterson, an active duty North
Dakota Army National Guard veteran and dual member of
Treumann-Webb-Phelps Post and Unit 6 of Grand Forks was
chosen for the 2019-2020 Salute to Service Women Award.
I want to send a big thank you to all students who
applied for scholarships. It was an enjoyable and interesting
task to read and judge all the applications. Each of you are
on a path toward and are worthy of a wonderful, successful
life and career. Thank you, also, to the units that submitted
nominations for Unit Member of the Year and the Salute to
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Service Women awards.
I will be staying on as your
Past Presidents Parley Chairman
for the coming year. When updated
scholarships and awards are available,
the Department Office will send the
information to North Dakota schools
and your Unit Presidents.
If you have questions, please
contact me at parliamentarian@
ndala.org or at my home phone
701-772-1839.
Have a wonderful rest of the summer and please stay safe
and healthy.
Diane Kraemer, Department Chairman

Dates to Remember
September 2
National V-J Day
September 4
National Food Bank Day (Collect grocery or
		
monetary donations and deliver them to
		
your local food bank.)
September 5
National Be Late for Something Day
September 6
National Read a Book Day
September 7
Labor Day (first Monday in September)
September 11
Patriot Day and National Day of Service
		and Remembrance
September 13
National Grandparents Day

September 17
September 18
September 26
September 27
October 1
		
October 5
October 15
October 21
		

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day
National POW/MIA Recognition Day
National Pancake Day
National Gold Star Mother’s Day
International Coffee Day
(I like a little coffee with my creamer)
National Teacher’s Day
National Grouch Day (Relax and Smile)
National Apple Day
National Pets for Veterans Day

October 26
October 31
November 1
		
November 3
		
November 11
November 16-20
November 26

National Day of the Deployed
Halloween
Daylight Savings Time Ends
(What? An extra hour of sleep!)
Election Day
(Remember! Your Vote Counts!)
Veteran’s Day
National Education Week
Thanksgiving Day

Department Begins Historical Archiving Project
Among the unique items archived were original charter
applications, National Convention Commander’s Dinner
napkin rings from 1942-1980, various Department Officer
campaign pins, medal-style National Convention badges from
1950-1989, as well as an original 1922 Department of North
Dakota Yearbook that included a picture of General John J.
Pershing.
Shadow boxes, picture frames, and artwork portfolios
were purchased with personal donations and Department
funds for the archiving project. This effort showcases some
of the unique items collected by the Department Office and/
or donated by families of Past Department Presidents and
Officers.
Recently, the Department Office received letters, articles,
and other items donated by the Gladys Stannard family. Mrs.

Stannard of Williston served as Department President in
1956-1957. She was instrumental in projects that included
writing to soldiers and sailors serving during World War II.
An eloquent letter written to Mrs. Stannard in 1943 by Glen
Berge, a young soldier from Williston, was among the items
donated by her youngest daughter Gladys. The Department
of North Dakota wishes to thank the family of Mrs. Gladys
Stannard and is proud to have these precious articles and
artifacts included in its collection. If anyone reading this
article has any information about Glen Berge or his family,
please contact the Department Office.
Many of the archived, showcased items will be displayed
at the next Winter Conference and the 2021 Department
Convention.
Marcy Schmidt, Department Secretary

This evening edition of the Fargo Forum from August 19, 1922, introduces the first Department Officers of the American Legion Auxiliary
Department of North Dakota. Center - Mrs Eugene (Mary) Fenelon of Devils Lake, Department President 1921-1922 top left - Miss Abbey
Hartley, Department Secretary-Treasurer bottom left - Mrs. A. L. Starr of Tower City, Sergeant-at-Arms bottom right - Mrs. Charles H. Lee of
Walhalla, Department Chaplain top right - Mrs. James Kelly of Valley City, Procedure Committee Member.

This Auxiliary Department Convention Schedule appeared in ‘The
Message’ in June 1937.

In March 2020, the Department Office began an extensive
archiving project with the assistance of volunteer Carol Wolf,
a veteran and dual member of Gilbert C. Grafton Post and Unit
2 of Fargo. Carol began the project by assessing the various
collections of items and articles stored in the Department
Office. This project has been an amazing experience and has
become a labor of love, especially when so much has changed
for our communities, state, nation, and this great organization
in the past 100 years.
A treasure trove of material was unearthed including
original editions of ‘The Message’ going back to our
organization’s early days of 1921. The historical documents,
including photos, found in various articles were carefully
archived to comprise ten books covering the administrations
of Department Presidents from years 1921 through 2020.

National Commander’s Dinner Napkin Rings 1942-1980

These navy blue caps and capes, donated by Gilbert C. Grafton Unit 2 of Fargo, were worn when unit members
attended Auxiliary ceremonies, veterans programs, and funerals of unit or post members.
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2020-21 Department Officers and Chairmen
President
Beverly Wolff.............C: 701-872-6150............president@ndala.org

District 7
Rose Laning..............C: 701-226-8115............. district7@ndala.org

Leadership
Mary Anseth.............C: 703-517-3183.......... leadership@ndala.org

President-Elect
VACANT 2020-2021

District 8
LoAnn Dick...............C: 714-334-4798............. district8@ndala.org

Legislative
Marcy Schmidt.........C: 701-253-5992............secretary@ndala.org

Vice President
Sharon White Bear....C: 701-799-3107..... vicepresident@ndala.org

District 9
Dawn Wilber.............C: 701-509-1858............. district9@ndala.org

Membership
Sandra Smith............C: 701-550-1025.......membership@ndala.org

Secretary
Marcy Schmidt.........C: 701-253-5992............secretary@ndala.org

District 10
Cara Rikke................C: 701-640-5286........... district10@ndala.org

National Security
Jeannie Román....C: 701-340-0702......nationalsecurity@ndala.org

Treasurer
Annette Zeller...........C: 701-204-5187............ treasurer@ndala.org

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN

Past Presidents Parley
Diane Kraemer.....C: 701-741-5369......parliamentarian@ndala.org

Chaplain
Sandra Petermann....C: 701-290-8801.............chaplain@ndala.org

AEF (Auxiliary Emergency Fund)
Charlotte Lassonde...C: 701-278-0883..................... aef@ndala.org

Poppies
Joan Buske...............H: 701-742-3527.............poppies@ndala.org

Historian
Andrea Neshem........C: 701-340-4965.............historian@ndala.org

Americanism
Holly Eslinger............C: 701-891-1909...... americanism@ndala.org

Parliamentarian
Diane Kraemer..........C: 701-741-5369....parliamentarian@ndala.org

Cavalcade of Memories
MaryAnn Gefroh........C: 701-321-1047............................................

NEC (National Executive Committeewoman)
Tammy Ryberg..........C: 701-339-1799.................... nec@ndala.org

Children and Youth
Linda Siewert...........H: 701-852-0859.... childrenyouth@ndala.org

VA MEDICAL CENTER FARGO

Alternate NEC
Myrna Ronholm........C: 701-269-1073.......necalternate@ndala.org

Communications
Holly Eslinger......C: 701-891-1909......communications@ndala.org

VAVS Rep
Rose Butz.................C: 701-799-9078.....vavsvolunteer@ndala.org

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS

Community Service
Colleen Hauf.....C: 701-340-6452.....communityservice@ndala.org

ND VETERANS HOME LISBON

Constitution & Bylaws
Diane Kraemer.....C: 701-741-5369......parliamentarian@ndala.org

Lisbon Rep
Carol Jentz...............C: 701-403-0316............................................

District 1
Berniece Froiland......C: 701-789-1100............. district1@ndala.org
District 2
Eileen Vondra............H: 701-284-7120............ district2@ndala.org
District 3
Gloria Covert.............C: 701-370-0055............. district3@ndala.org
District 4 (Interim President)
Marlene Boyer..........H: 701-652-3070............ district4@ndala.org
District 5
Charlotte Heiser........H: 701-734-6268............ district5@ndala.org
District 6
Alicia Román Randall.C: 701-578-4978............. district6@ndala.org

Public Relations
Alicia Román Randall..C: 701-578-4978..publicrelations@ndala.org
VA&R (Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation)
Lavonne Matthews...C: 701-361-8908..................... var@ndala.org

Education
Shauna Dubuque.......H: 701-491-8776.........education@ndala.org
Finance Board
Marlys Aubol.............C: 701-421-1504......financeboard@ndala.org
Flickertail Girls State
Dana Thoreson.........H: 701-314-2460..... ndgirlsstate@gmail.com
Junior Activities
Grace Zeller..............H: 701-622-3004...junioractivities@ndala.org

A full list that includes mailing addresses
is available from the Department Office, or
may be downloaded at
www.ndala.org/contact-information/

The Message of the
Poppy
“What is the Message, poppy gay
You bring from year to year?
What are the words you wish to say,
As you silently appear?”
And the poppy voices a reply
If we but understood.
“I have a three-fold mission
To proclaim thru out the land.”
I speak in tender, loving tones
Of those lads of yesteryear,
Who fell amid the shot and shell
Paying the price full dear.
For all and these our heroes
Sleeping here and “over there.”
I speak a silent word.
I invoke a silent prayer.
And for the many who returned
To ply the broken threads of trade,
I bid a bustling world remember
The sacrifice they made.
Then for that countless multitude,
The shattered, crippled, blind,
The maimed, the wrecked and broken lives
Whose wounds love fain would bind.
I beg, do not forget this host
For which war has no end.
Do not accept the sacrifice,
Forgetting to befriend.
My Message is remembrance.
The words that I would say
“Lest we forget, please buy and wear
The blooms of Poppy Day”
Poem written by Mrs. Sara Ferber, Member of Bean
Goodwin Unit 36 Oakes, North Dakota. Reprinted
from the Department Publication “Message” Vol XIII.
No. III (1933)

In Memoriam
District 1

Doris M Evans, Harwood

District 2

Ada Drevecky, “SLM”, Adams
Vivian Collette-Secrist, Grafton
Agnes M Lessard, “SLM”, Grafton
Evelyn Burkland, Lakota
Blanche L Ericksrud, Lakota

District 4

Mary A Remmich, Gackle
Kayla Forness, Goodrich
Mary A Hanson, Goodrich
Merri L Brueske, Wimbledon

District 5

Joan A Daigle, Napoleon

District 7

Genevieve C Backsen, Mandan

We apologize for any omissions or incorrect information.

District 8

Patricia Decker, Belfield
Magdalene Dolyniuk, “SLM”, Belfield
Dianne Duttenefer, Halliday

District 9

Elise Packineau, “SLM”, Little Shell
Martina M Perkins, “SLM”, Little Shell
Darlene Whitman, “SLM”, Little Shell
Meredith A Herseth, New Town
Donna Peterson, New Town
Mary L Dhuyvetter, Noonan
Gerda Nylander, Tioga

District 10

Beverly A Haase, Ellendale
Alice Rost, Ellendale
Eileen Munkeby, Lisbon
Karen A Johnson, Milnor
Arline C Hudson, Wahpeton
Arlene Lillestol, Wyndmere
Germaine Link, “HLM”, Wyndmere
Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; SLM - State
Life Member; VIM - Life Member/PUFL
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Greetings from District 1,
There are a lot of things in
the news these days, mostly very
serious and very dire. It may feel
like a lot to overcome right now,
both personally and for our Posts.
But we can’t lose sight of the fact
that this will change, as everything
Ben Bush
1st District Cmdr does. And when it does, we need to
be ready. Many programs have been
put on hold and we can’t just turn them back on like
nothing has happened. Now is the time to be putting
a strategy in place for rebuilding the usefulness of our
programs and our Posts.
Our Posts are continuing to meet and take
care of their business. Some are making plans for
Veteran’s Day. That leads me into the National
Commander’s new initiative. To raise funds to
support the Veterans and Children Foundation, he
is asking members to register to walk, run, bike or
even ride motorcycle 100 miles by Veteran’s Day.
The registration fee goes to the foundation and one
also receives a participants a t-shirt. Here is the link:
https://www.legion.org/100miles. Good for the
foundation and good for our health.
It’s a new fiscal year, so let’s work hard on
membership. At the risk of sounding like a cheerleader,
we need to keep our Posts and our members healthy
and active. After all, we are not descended from timid
souls!
Greetings from District 2,
This pandemic has changed a
lot of things. For Memorial Day,
many posts didn’t have a program
or go to the cemeteries. I have
helped the Hoople Legion for many
years since the post’s activities are
always on Sunday. On Monday for
Paul Daley
nd
Memorial
Day, I’m always with
2 District Cmdr
my home post of Park River. We
normally have a program with a speaker at the legion,
but this year at the first cemetery we had a social
distanced talk by Pastor Mark Antal.
There were many other cancellations but the 4th
of July parade and other activities in Park River were
still held. Thank you to Department CommanderElect Steve Anderson for attending and marching in
the parade.
Park River hosted the Babe Ruth 12U state
baseball tournament on July 30th. I was in the color
guard to advance the colors to start the tournament.
Park River has an impressive sports complex, started
with three baseball diamonds already in place.
Everyone stay safe, but let’s keep working on
sending in memberships.
Greetings from District 3,
Well as we all heard, I will be
doing a redo year as your District
3 Commander and Bryce Crosby
as your District Vice Commander. I
know since March we have only had
one meeting as a Post. We have had
smaller Executive Meetings within
Troy Reemtsma
rd
3 District Cmdr our Post. With this Pandemic going
on, it has changed a lot of things that
we had planned. However, in June we were able to
do a bandstand dedication ceremony at the Cando
City Park. We were the sponsors of this project. The
bandstand was originally built in the late 1800’s. We
were able to raise over $15,000 for the restoration
project. These are some of the things a Post can do
to get their name out there and be active within your
community.
I sure hope we are able to have the Fall District
meetings. It will be nice to see some familiar faces
other than just talking on the phone. I would like to
thank all the Posts who were able to get their CPR’s
sent in. The information that is given is forwarded
to National Headquarters and used to show what we
have done as an Organization. I know just about every
Post in the District did something over the past year.
Whether it was setting out Flags for Memorial Day,
or if you did something special for Veterans Day. I
have visited several posts over the past few years and
I have always enjoyed the conversations about what
you have done in your Communities. I am hoping to
be able to come visit your post sometime over the
next year. If you are not having your meetings, let me
know. If you have something special planned for your
Post let me know. Maybe Bryce and I could come
over and visit.
Well that is all for now. Stay safe and let me know
how you are doing.

District Reports

Greetings from District 5,
I hope everyone is doing well
and staying safe as the pandemic
lingers on. I’m also hoping it won’t
be too difficult to get the word out
to each and every member as well
as new members to renew or start
Brad Huber
their membership and support this
5th District Cmdr
great Organization. All the Paid Up
for Life, I thank you for your service and life-long
dedication and commitment to the American Legion.
For those that renew annually like me, let’s continue
to support our Legion Posts to make a bigger, stronger
and better American Legion.
With District Meetings postponed until further
notice, I have been in contact with a North Dakota
organization called The Wall of Honor. If you have
some free time and your on-line you should check out
Wall of Honor.org and let me know what you think.
I think they are providing a great serve by honoring
North Dakota Veterans for the sacrifices we have all
made. Would like to hear your thoughts about the
organization and if you have questions feel free to
give me a call.
That’s all I have for now. Stay classy everyone
and have a safe summer and hope to see you all soon.
Greetings from District 7,
District 7 has been very quiet
over the past few months with most
posts continuing to avoid regular
meetings due to the pandemic
concerns. Many of the officers
have voluntarily continued for
Vernon Laning
7th District Cmdr another term which is great. The
biggest activity and challenge for
the present time is the 2021 membership renewals.
It was gratifying to see District 7 leading the pack on
the August 10 Bulletin. Keep it up guys! It is a little
tougher since much of the communication is either
over the phone or email but thankfully our members
are stepping up to the plate.
About all I can say is let’s pray this COVID thing
subsides and we can have our winter conference.
Take care and stay well.
Greetings from District 8,
Everyone, during this health
emergency, I again ask everyone
to please follow all CDC, Federal
and State recommendations. They
have been proven to work. The rate
of new infections can be slowed
George Petermann down. If any of you or your Post
8th District Cmdr
Members are sick or not feeling
well, please let someone know and they will try to get
you as much help and support as they can.
I still have no intention of beating anyone over
their head about their membership. I know everyone
is doing their best, and in these difficult times that
job is even harder, so I am giving all of you and your
membership a simple reminder, please, keep plugging
away. It will get better. If there is any way I can help
you, your membership, or your Post, please do not
hesitate to contact me. I am here to help you in any
way I can. Another reminder, it is never too late to
send in your Consolidated Post Report.
A shout out of gratitude and thanks to Jason
Anderson of Scranton Post 151 who has agreed to
accept the position of 8th District Vice Commander
for the 2020-21 Legion year. Thank you, Jason, your
expertise and knowledge will be greatly helpful and
appreciated.
I have one small request, will all adjutants please
send me a list of their Post Officers names and contact
information so I can update my records and be able to
send everyone timely news and information.
Good news, Minot Air Force Base has decided
to allow retirees and veteran’s benefits card holders
full access/no restriction use of base facilities subject
to currant base and community status. Hopefully the
PX is open.
“I am but one, but I am one/I cannot do it alone,
but I can do something/what I can do, I ought to do/
what I ought to do, God help me/I will do.”
May God Bless You and Keep You
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Greetings from District 9,
It has been a quiet summer for
the American Legion this year due
to all the cancellations of meetings.
At this time, the Fall District
Meetings are on hold due to the
Covid 19 pandemic. Hopefully the
Tom Ryan
pandemic will have subsided by
9th District Cmdr later this year so we can return to a
more normal routine of business.
Everyone should be encouraged to continue to do
the Buddy Check and contact fellow veterans to make
sure they are safe and doing well both mentally and
physically. This is especially true for older veterans
and those veterans who are alone. Due to social
distancing and having to stay at home, people are
more prone to be depressed. A call or a visit means a
lot to these veterans.
Also it is important during this time to maintain
our membership. Any Legionnaire who brings three
eligible new members into the American Legion will
receive “A Foundation for the Future” pin. In order
to be eligible, the new member must not have been a
member during the 2019 membership year.
The Post Commanders and Adjutants please
ensure that Consolidated Post Report are current and
up to date.
In closing, I want to encourage everyone to forge
ahead through these tough times as there are better
days ahead. Stay healthy and stay safe.
Greetings from District 10,
Another Summer is in the books
and we now head into Fall in what
is undoubtedly the most bizarre
year in American Legion history.
What a way to enter our second
century of service! Remember last
Spring when this was only going to
Todd Rikke
10th District Cmdr be a minor disruption in our lives?
Now that seems like a lifetime ago.
Because of the COVID-19 restrictions, our major
events this Summer were cancelled. Usually, the
Conventions and Organizational meetings provide an
excellent springboard into the new American Legion
year. This year, however, we weren’t able to have
that experience. That notwithstanding, we understand
that the mission of the American Legion continues,
regardless of the circumstances. As veterans, we
understand the concept of “Improvise, Overcome,
and Adapt”.
It’s these times that especially challenge us to
take charge and demonstrate what the American
Legion can do. We need to be a shining example in
each of our communities, that no matter what hurdles
the American people face, the Pillars of the American
Legion and the programs contained within give us
the tools to provide many avenues of support and
guidance as we all continue carrying on our oaths
to serve our country. I think if we all re-dedicate
ourselves to get more involved within our Posts and
seek out the opportunities to serve our veterans and
our communities, this upcoming year could easily
end up being the finest in our history.
As of this writing, the Fall District meetings have
been postponed. Keep an eye out for any notices
concerning possible rescheduling. As your Posts
begin to open back up, please continue to practice
proper measures to ensure everyone’s health and
safety. Be sure to keep up with your Buddy Checks.
It could make all the difference in the world for
some individuals. Of course, get your memberships
renewed ASAP! Then you won’t have to worry about
it later. Finally, don’t pass up an opportunity to bring
in new members and be a mentor to them as they
embark on their journey of service as a member of the
largest and leading Veteran’s Service Organization in
the world!
I look forward to the opportunity to see everyone
sometime soon. If you have any questions or concerns,
feel free to contact me at any time. Have a Great Fall
season!
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A New Membership Year, Let’s Push Forward
and Keep Going Strong
Greetings again to the Department of North
Dakota! The 2021 membership year is upon us and I
want to encourage all squadrons to get their renewals
going and do not hold onto them. We finished the 2020
year at 759, which is well short of our goal of 870 for
that year, but obviously the pandemic did impact this.
As we move forward, let’s push pass this obstacle and
show that we are here and strong.
Our goal from National for this year is 871. I
know with hard work we can achieve this and exceed
it. I am putting out the challenge to all squadrons
to achieve at least 90% renewal (100% would be
better) and grow with new members by at least
10%. In addition to membership growth in existing
squadrons, I want to encourage Legion Posts without
SAL squadrons to consider supporting and starting
one. This past year, North Dakota chartered two new
squadrons with another one potentially forming in
this new membership year in Washburn. I want to see
us add three new Squadrons in our Detachment this
year.
Your 2021 membership packets should have
arrived at your Squadron sometime in July. There is
important information enclosed that I want you to
look at and pay attention to. There are instructions for
registering your Squadron with MySAL.org, which
I am urging all squadrons to do as it streamlines
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membership processing and administration. In
addition, there is the Officer Report form (it’s a
red form), please fill that out, as we need updated
information for all Squadrons to facilitate contact
about events and other news in the Detachment.
Finally, there is a helpful booklet, created by Sarah at
the Headquarters Office, that you should look at that
deals with all the contents in the kit and has some of
our contact information.
The Detachment Executive will soon be holding
an online organizational meeting and begin planning
the coming year, in terms of online-based meetings,
and training opportunities for you all to learn more
about our organization. This is to help achieve two
of my goals as Commander to facilitating better
communication and creating opportunities for
member training and growth.
I want to ask all of you that are on Facebook to
follow and like our Detachment Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaSAL.
On
there you can share events your squadron is doing,
ask questions, and network with one another. We are
also looking for more folks to help provide content
for it, so please let me know if you are able to help
with this.
An event that just launched through the Legion
is the 100 Miles of Hope challenge, which is a
virtual challenge to raise money and awareness for
the Veterans & Children Foundation. The event

SWEEPSTAKES
2020 American Legion Department of North Dakota
Sweepstakes drawing was held on Monday, June 22, 2020
at the Department Headquarters.
There were six $100 winners:

Gerald Inglis of Hebron Post 100
Kenneth Kallestad of Michigan Post 238
Harold Rasmusson of Parshall Post 121
Leon Buckhouse of Dickinson Post 3
Vernon Laning of Stanton Post 78
Roger Hagen of Fargo Post 2

Two $200 winners:

James Weber of Thompson Post 181
Jerald Burtman of Wildrose Post 110

$1000 Winner:

Gerald Bittner of Fargo Post 2

$2000 Grand Prize Winner:

Douglas Alston of Lankin Post 157

Thrivent Choice
The North Dakota American Legion Foundation is enrolled as a participating
organization in the Thrivent Choice program. If you are a member of
Thrivent, you may direct your Choice Dollars to the NDAL Foundation.
The NDALF provides funding to the ND Legion programs each year. We
appreciate your donations, and thank you for your consideration.

Your ND Legion Foundation

runs between August 3 and Veterans Day. You can
register at Emblem Sales and take the challenge
of walking, running, biking, or riding motorcycle
100 miles. I am going to take the challenge,
so I challenge all of you to jump on board and
join me too. More information can be found at
https://www.legion.org/100miles.
As schools are getting back into session, I
encourage you all to help promote Americanism by
volunteering to present on folding the flag and flag
etiquette in general to our youth. In addition, reach
out to teachers and share with them the Oratorical
Contest and the many scholarship opportunities
available through the American Legion. Reach out
to younger veterans with school-age sons and recruit
these youngsters for the SAL and get them active in
our organization so our future is strong and bright.
Share with your local schools how the SAL can help
them out.
In closing, I want to thank you for the honor and
privilege of serving as your Detachment Commander
and to make myself available to you, please feel free
to email me at daniel.sauerwein@gmail.com with
questions, or call/text me at 218-791-3804. I wish
you all a safe and happy fall. Thank you for all you
do for the Sons of the American Legion and keep up
the great work.
For God and Country.

Preamble of the
Constitution of
the American Legion

For God and Country,
We associate ourselves together
For the following purposes:
To uphold and defend
The Constitution of the United States
of America;
To maintain law and order;
To foster and perpetuate
A one hundred percent Americanism;
To preserve the memories and incidents
Of our associations in the All Wars;
To inculcate a sense of individual obligation
To the community, state and nation;
To combat the autocracy
Of both the classes and the masses;
To make right the master of might;
To promote peace and good will on earth;
To safeguard and transmit to Posterity
The principles of Justice, Freedom and
Democracy;
To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship
By our devotion to mutual helpfulness.
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Bismarck - Post #1
Krogen, Ardean.......................05/27/2020
Fargo – Post #2
Hilborn, Virgil ........................05/13/2020
Dickinson – Post #3
Anderson, David...............Unknown DOD
Brines, James...................Unknown DOD
Fisher, Barry......................Unknown DOD
Jahner, Pam......................Unknown DOD
Hillsboro – Squadron #4
Hams, Jody.......................Unknown DOD
Grand Forks – Post #6
Westlund, Wayne....................08/05/2020
Buffalo – Post #10
Coon, Harvey....................Unknown DOD
Cavalier – Post #11
Rambeck, Vincent............Unknown DOD
Boik, John.........................Unknown DOD
Washburn – Post #12
Degenstein, Charles...............05/31/2020
Rau, Marvin.......................Unknown DOD
Jamestown – Post #14
Reeb, Albert............................06/19/2020
Roaldson, Rodney..................09/07/2019
Wahpeton – Post #20
Stevenson, Donald.................06/15/2020
Fenske, Melvin..................Unknown DOD
Rugby – Post #23
Jansky, James........................06/16/2020
Pfeifer, Arthur....................Unknown DOD
Minot – Post #26
Anderson, Robert...................03/28/2020
Kolb, William...........................07/20/2020
Hanson, George......................07/03/2020
Kuhn, Edward.........................05/20/2020
Luther, Wesley........................04/06/2020
Miller, John..............................05/01/2020
Roth, Clair...............................02/29/2020
Harvey – Post #28
Fronk, Rudolph.................Unknown DOD
New Rockford – Post #30
Risovi, Celester.......................05/14/2020
Fessenden – Post #33
Neumiller, Tim.........................05/23/2020
Oakes – Post #36
Anderson, LeRoy....................05/28/2020
Skarp, Thomas.......................05/28/2020
Zaun. Karl................................03/11/2020
Velva – Post #39
Swedlund, Paul.................Unknown DOD
Rasmuson, Leon...............Unknown DOD
Mandan – Post #40
McFerran, David...............Unknown DOD
Grafton – Post #41
Novak, Cyril.......................Unknown DOD
Hunter – Post #44
Moen, Deane....................Unknown DOD
Mohall – Post #52
Harkins, Roger..............................12/2018
Kenmare – Post #64
Hennix, Wesley.................Unknown DOD
Wing – Post #65
Glanville, Irvin...................Unknown DOD
Hertz, Dareld.....................Unknown DOD

New England – Post #66
Dubisan, Roland.....................04/08/2020
Dennis, Daryle........................05/18/2020
Hatton – Post #70
Ness, Orville......................Unknown DOD
Pladson, Ray.....................Unknown DOD
Vaagene, John..................Unknown DOD
Cando – Post #79
Knudson, Edward...................07/27/2020
Forman – Post #82
Schreiner, Alphonse...............05/14/2020
Wishek – Post #87
Krueger, Darrel........................06/20/2020
New Salem – Post #91
Christian, Larry.................Unknown DOD
Keuther, William................Unknown DOD
Portland – Post #93
Rygg, Donald....................Unknown DOD
Kensal – Post #103
Lipetsky, William, Sr................05/31/2020
Drummond, Noel....................01/21/2020
Fairmount – Post #106
Leinen, Clete.....................Unknown DOD
Steffens, Delmer...............Unknown DOD
Crystal – Post #107
Shephard, George Albert.Unknown DOD
Grenora – Post #116
Muller, Jerome P.....................06/04/2020
Krogen, Ardean.......................05/27/2020
McClusky – Post #124
Neff, Clinton......................Unknown DOD
St. John – Post #125
Trottier, George.................Unknown DOD
Bisbee – Post #129
Jones, William...................Unknown DOD
Gardner – Post #132
Dullum, Marlys..................Unknown DOD
Turtle Lake – Post #133
Hanson, Douglas....................04/24/2020
McVille – Post #135
Fast, Duane.............................05/29/2019
Edgeley – Post #146
Johnson, James...............Unknown DOD
Solinger, Robert................Unknown DOD
Park River – Post #147
Brevik, Michael.......................08/03/2020
Dazey – Post #149
Kunze, Wilfred..................Unknown DOD
Wyndmere – Post #153
Link, Wayne............................06/05/2020
Granville – Post #155
Fimreite, Neil.....................Unknown DOD
Johnson, Leonard.............Unknown DOD
Lankin – Post #157
Johnson, Olaf....................Unknown DOD
Richardton – Post #180
Fettig, Ray.........................Unknown DOD
Dunseith – Post #185
Nerpel, Wilfred........................06/16/2020
Rhame – Post #188
Crook, Garland.......................05/25/2020
Rolfsnes, Martin.....................08/28/2017
Hazen – Post #189
Pearson, William.......................... 05/2020

Donnybrook – Post #195
Norgard, Walter......................06/01/2020
O’Clair, Marvin..................Unknown DOD
Rasmusson, Gerald................06/05/2020
Minto – Post #201
Dvorak, Sidney.................Unknown DOD
Lunski, Paul......................Unknown DOD
Galesburg – Post #210
Larson, Louis..........................05/27/2020
Sherwood – Post #213
Schiffman, Leonard..........Unknown DOD
Thompson, Donald...........Unknown DOD
Makoti – Post #230
Wolff, Virginia....................Unknown DOD
Wolff, Elmer......................Unknown DOD
Wimbledon – Post #236
Murray, Douglas................Unknown DOD
Rudolph, Ralph.................Unknown DOD
Noonan – Post #243
Baker, Perry......................Unknown DOD
Walter, Merredith..............Unknown DOD
Petersburg – Post #247
Schmidt, Russell E...........Unknown DOD
Gackle – Post #250
Krause, Robert........................05/26/2020
Schlecht, Wesley....................05/30/2020
Remmick, Edwin.....................06/18/2020
Butte – Post #270
Dinga, Virgil.............................07/01/2020
Haugen, Roland......................06/20/2020
Galchutt – Post #282
Lee, John................................05/19/2020
New Town – Post #290
Iverson, Jim............................06/29/2020
Benedict – Post #292
Lolson, Leonard Ray........Unknown DOD
Manvel – Post #299
McGowen, Robert..................07/09/2020
West Fargo – Post #308
Rost, Wilbert.....................Unknown DOD
NDSU – Post #400
Pfeifer, Eugene............................. 03/2020

REMEMBER
OUR
VETERANS
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DICKINSON’S POST #3 GRAVE MARKER PROJECT - LEST WE FORGET
by Rich Brauhn, Post #3 Vice Commander
Dickinson’s Mathew Brew American Legion
Post #3 has been engaged in a project to mark every
veteran’s grave in the town’s cemeteries with a
permanent grave marker indicating veteran status.
The grave markers are metal and hold an American
Flag which can withstand the weather.
This spring, Art Wanner, Post Honor Guard
Commander, was contacted by Mrs. Connie Connolly
in Dickinson on behalf of one of her relatives who
lives in Tennessee, Ms. Kay Twist. Ms. Twist asked
Connie if she knew of anybody who could place a
flag on her father’s grave in the Dickinson Cemetery
for Memorial Day. Her father was James Wallace
Scott and was a WWII veteran having died in 1971.
Hearing this story from Mrs. Connolly and the request
for flag placement, Art along with Post Commander
Stan Davis, went to the cemetery and after a lot of
searching, found the grave. The grave contained
nothing to identify James Scott as a veteran. But they
placed the grave marker next to the flat gravestone
and mounted an American flag in it (see photo). When
they sent Kay a picture showing the flag placement by
her Father’s grave, she immediately responded with
an amazing story about her father’s military years as
well as the years after his service.
Kay began her story by saying “My dad, James
Wallace Scott, literally went around the world during
WWII. He got on a train in Dickinson, shipped out of
New York City, rode the 40&8 cars through Europe,
sailed through the Suez Canal to the Philippines and
Japan, and then back to Portland, Oregon with another
train ride back to Dickinson.” It seems that James
Scott was originally from a farm/ranch by Manning,
ND, a small town located 20 miles north of Dickinson.
After doing some research in the North Dakota
veteran’s records, we found out that he entered the
Army in 1942 in Fort Snelling, MN, after traveling by
train from Dickinson to Minneapolis. He was trained
as an MP and also had additional training as a dog
handler. Records show James served in the African
and European theaters of operation. Kay never knew
exactly which units he was assigned to since he never

spoke about his war experiences other than talking
about little humorous incidents. We suspect he was
assigned to an MP unit in General Patton’s Third
Army which was preparing to invade North Africa in
1943. James participated in the North Africa campaign
and then fought with the Third Army through France
and into southern Germany. In the spring of 1945, he
likely was in one of the MP units of the Third Army
that liberated the infamous concentration camp of
Dachau near Munich taking the guards prisoner. His
daughter said, “he never told us about the horrors of
war that he experienced and saw”. But James said
“someday, they will try to write the Holocaust out of
history because it was so terrible. But I saw it with my
own eyes.” With the defeat of Germany in April 1945,
James was transferred to the Philippines to prepare for
the invasion of Japan. The invasion never happened,
and James was discharged from the Army in January
1946 in Ft. Lewis, Washington. He took a train from
Portland, OR to Dickinson, and returned to the family
farm by Manning where he lived until he died in
1971 and was buried in the Manning Cemetery. But
the cemetery was in such a state of disrepair that the
family moved his body to the Dickinson Cemetery
in 1991. The Dickinson American Legion is now
assisting Kay in securing a service plaque to place at
the grave site so that he will forever be honored as a
veteran.
What makes this story even more interesting is
James Wallace Scott was the nephew of Matthew
Brew for whom the Dickinson Legion post is named
after. Matthew Brew died in France in 1918 as a
member of the US Expeditionary Force and his body
was subsequently returned to Manning, ND, for
burial. And more ironically, Matthew Brew was also
re-interred in the Dickinson Cemetery. Both James
Scott and Matthew Brew grew up in rural North
Dakota on farms that were adjacent to each other.
Although separated by a generation, both men proved
to be patriotic veterans who served their country in
time of war. Mrs. Kay Twist, (James’s daughter) was
overwhelmed with gratitude by the placement of
the Legion grave marker by her father’s grave. She

KENSAL

indicated that two of her sons had served in the US
Marines and that military service was part of her
family heritage stretching back to Matthew Brew.
It is fitting that not only Matthew Brew, but now
James Wallace Scott also will be remembered for
his patriotic service to America during time of war.
Finally, two North Dakota farm boys are buried in the
same cemetery and marked forever as veterans.

BELCOURT

Lilley Dionne Post #262 of Belcourt presents Legion Scholarships ($250/each) to the Turtle Mountain
Community High School 4.0 Students, Tambraye Trottier, Tucker Bercier, Jeryn Marcellais, Clay
LaRocque and Lancelot Azure, Belcourt’s Post Finance Officer.

AFFORDABLE, SECURE 360° VIEW OF YOUR PROPERTY

WATCH
HOME AND BUSINESS SURVEILLANCE

Our Axis P3717-PLE Network Camera gives
you 24/7 surveillance of your building or yard.
View live video, and surveillance history,
from anywhere using a secure mobile app.

Commander Matt Florhaug of the John Florhaug American Legion Post 103 at Kensal, ND, presents
Herman Kulla with his 75-year continuous membership certificate on Memorial Day.

Brought to you by the same company that
brings you local sports, live statewide:

SPORTS

888.475.2361
bek.coop
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No Matter the Situation, We Remember and We Honor
By Daniel Arens, Hazen Star
Despite pandemic fears and less-than-ideal
weather, many people from around the Hazen area
gathered in person (at a distance) or by car to view a
solemn ceremony.
Memorial Day is one of those primary and
central events that nothing can cancel. Even for
communities that didn’t hold services, many
people watched videos online or simply reflected
themselves on the freedoms they have and the lives
it cost to protect them.
On Monday, Clark Grosz Post 189 of the
American Legion held a small but powerful service
at the Hazen Cemetery north of town. It featured a
prayer, the laying of the wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, a four-gun salute, the playing of
Taps and the raising of the Stars and Stripes over the
cemetery.
The event was a powerful reminder that we
should take a moment to stop focusing solely on the
virus and ponder for a day the incredible sacrifices
that men and women in uniform have made
throughout the years.
As people focus these days more and more over
the preciousness of the many freedoms we’re so
used to taking for granted, Memorial Day reminds us
all that these freedoms were never free, and that the
cost was and is that of some of the bravest lives on
Earth.

Sergeant at Arms Bobby Neuberger (right) invites Pastor Justin
Johnson of English Lutheran Church to give a prayer.

Bobby Neuberger plays Taps as those gathered in the cemetery
and in their cars reflect on the somber occasion.

The American Flag is raised by Bobby Neuberger to wave proudly
over the graves of Hazen and Mercer County heroes.

Hazen

A four-gun salute honors the fallen during Hazen’s Memorial Day service.

Learn to save a life

Sanford Health EMS Education
Our qualified, experienced team offers
a variety of emergency care courses
for teens, adults, or those looking for a
career change. For the highest level of
convenience, the training is offered at
flexible hours and locations.

Courses include:

• CPR
• AED Training
• First Aid
• EMT Classes*
• ABCs of Babysitting • Paramedic Training*
• Pediatric First Aid
*College credit available

Visit sanfordhealthemseducation.org
to learn more.
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James (Jim) Karas, Past Eastern Region Vice Commander (2001-2002)
is the First living legion member that has reached 80 continuous years in
the American Legion. Jim served in the army during WWII, he served in
the European Theater, he fought in three major campaigns and was awarded
the Purple Heart. Jim is currently a member of Kern-Thompson Post #77 in
Pembina, ND. Congratulations, Jim!!

John A. Schafer, Past Department Commander (1976-77) is proud to
receive his 70-year American Legion membership card. John is a life member
of the Schafer-Boye-Lange Post 69 in Flasher.
We are so proud of you, Dad! Thank you for your military service and for
continuing to serve veterans through the American Legion.

North Dakota American Legion 2020
Baseball Hall of Fame Inductee
At the independent Baseball Region Tournament held at Frost
Field in Hope, ND, on July 28, 2020, Mark Frost received his award
and induction into the ND American Legion Baseball Hall of Fame.
The award was presented by Eugene Kachena Class B
Commissioner for the Department of ND. Also present were fellow
Class B Board members Rodney Kadlec and Larry Fontaine.
Pictured left to right Eugene Kachena, Mark Frost, Rodney Kadlec
and Larry Fontaine

We set the pace
American Federal leads the way with financial
advice and business solutions. From start-up to
finish line, our Ag, Business, and Personal Bankers
know the track well. Follow the leaders in financial
advice with American Federal.
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1301 30th Ave. S. 601 Center Ave.
(701) 235-4248 (701) 235-9906
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