Winter Conference Hosted by Dickinson
The 2021 Winter Conference will be hosted by
Dickinson’s American Legion Matthew Brew Post #3 on
January 29-31, 2021, to be held at the Roosevelt Grand
Dakota Hotel in Dickinson. Commander Kenny Wiederholt
is presiding over the conference meetings and providing
meeting support to the following affiliated organizations
within our Department; The American Legion Auxiliary,
The Sons of the American Legion and the Legion Riders.
The Department is following ND Smart Restart
and local authority protocols for the Winter Conference.
Dickinson is currently in the high (orange) risk level with
the number of cases decreasing as of the time this article
is written. High-risk individuals and their caregivers are
recommended to avoid crowds and large gatherings under
the high-risk level. The Winter Conference will be cancelled
if a state or local regulation requires the Department to
cancel the Winter Conference. The Department will refund
all pre-registration fees and banquet tickets purchased if
the conference is cancelled or if an attendee cancels due to
other COVID related cancellation.
Everyone, including guests, need to pre-register for
the Winter Conference by January 5th to give the hotel
definite numbers to help comply with ND Smart Restart
protocols. All late registrations received after January 5th

will be charged a $10 late registration fee. The number of
banquet tickets sold is limited by the room reduced capacity
regulations. Not everyone who wants a ticket will be able
to purchase a ticket. All tickets are sold on a first come first
served basis. There will not be a cancellation list. The due
date for the banquet tickets is January 5th, there is a $10 late
fee for tickets purchased after the due date if there are still
tickets available.
The Legion Family receives a discounted room rate of
$79 for reservations made by January 7th with the Roosevelt
Grand Dakota Hotel in Dickinson. Please call the hotel
directly to make your room reservation by calling 701-4835600. Don’t forget to verify the hotels cancellation policy
when you make your reservation in case you need to cancel
your reservation due to the unknown of COVID.
The Winter Conference schedule will be very different
this year as the Department is finding new ways to have a
fun successful conference while complying with the ND
Smart Restart protocols. The schedule listed in this issue of
the ND Legion News may drastically change between now
and the conference due to new COVID regulations or as
the Department overcomes other hurdles. Please note the
banquet is currently scheduled for Friday evening, but may
change to Saturday if there is a change to ND Smart Restart

risk level.
Department Oratorical Chairman Jerry
Samuelson will be in
charge of the State
High School Oratorical
Contest
Finals
on
Saturday
afternoon.
There is limited seating
for the oratorical contest
due to COVID capacity
protocols. Seating at
the Oratorical contest
main room and overflow
room will be on a first
Kenny Wiederholt
come first served basis.
Department Commander
Once this program has
begun, access to this event will be restricted, minimizing
any interruptions during the student’s speeches. These
students are phenomenal and always provide exciting and
inspirational orations.
The Winter Conference is a great time to learn what
your American Legion is doing both on the Department
and National levels, so be sure to mark your calendars!

Freedom Monument, Veterans Plaza Honor Service
By Jessica George
PR & Communications Coordinator
Mountrail-Williams Electric Cooperative
Freedom. A word with profound meaning, yet
humbling. Throughout history, there have been wars and
conflicts in the name of freedom and on Sept. 11, the
Williston community gathered to dedicate a monument in
honor of such historical events.
Freedom Monument was not what was originally
pictured when a discussion began in 2006. It all began
with the Williston Area Chamber of Commerce Military
Affairs Chairman Grant Carns informing the committee
that he noticed there is nothing recognizing the Gulf War
Era. The first recommendation was a global war on terror
monument. However, once research began, it was learned
there was nothing recognizing service beyond 1975.
Committee members felt there was no way to skip over
those involved in no terrorism conflicts and that all needed
to be recognized.
Steve Slocum, a recently retired marketing director for
First National Bank and Trust Company (FNBTC), was a
large contributor and advocate for the Freedom Monument.
He knew he wanted to get more involved in his community
and working for FNBTC, he was given that chance.
“Amy Wells recommended I join the Military Affairs
Committee,” Slocum recalls. “I told her I’m not a veteran
and she responded, ‘Neither am I.’ ‘So you don’t have to
be a veteran?’ ‘Nope.’ ‘I’m all in!’” That was around 2002
and he never looked back.
Slocum was a committee member who felt there
should be more to this monument idea. “We needed to
come up with something that memorialized the service
of those servicewomen and servicemen who have served
since 1975 to the present,” he remembers. Through all
the research and recognizing, there was such a large gap
between monument services, could there be a possibility to
design a fluid monument for all conflicts as well as future?
Well, there was.
While watching the news, Slocum saw an empty globe
except for the landmasses on it and that’s when an idea
was born. He contacted Dave Njos, an incredible artist who
had designed other area works. Slocum ran his idea and
thoughts by Njos and asked him if he would be willing to

design this work. Njos agreed, but was adamant that if the
design was liked, he would have to create a model for it.
He felt this was something that needed to be seen, because
there was no way to just describe it. Together, the two men
worked to create a model of the Freedom Monument.
Now funding the project began. Funds had slowly
been filtering in following an initial grant from the STAR
Fund. Many community members donated to keep this
project rolling. Then in January 2018, The Williston
Community Builders announced they were donating
$100,000 to the project. The funds were raised from
tree auctions, as well as live and silent auction items,
during the annual Festival of Trees Gala. Gala attendees
had seen the model displayed at the event and began

asking if their businesses could match funds raised for
their items. With this funding, the project jumped into
construction mode.
Included with this monument is a kiosk providing
information about each conflict represented on the Freedom
Monument. This technology allows for future events
to be added and allows for growth of information. The
kiosk doesn’t only display information for the Freedom
Monument. Each monument located within Veterans Plaza
is represented and any future projects can be easily added.
Thanks to the supportive community and many donors,
monetary and in-kind, there is a project to honor those who
have served past, present and future.
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Like it has for all American Legion programs,
2020 has been a difficult and interesting year for the
American Legion North Dakota Boys State. Although
the program had to be canceled this year, Director Neil
Litton, Executive Director Wayne Satrom and the Boys
State staff immediately went to work brainstorming and
planning for a successful 2021 program. The National
program has advised Departments that it is acceptable to
invite boys who would have been eligible to attend the
program in 2020 to attend in 2021. The North Dakota
program intends to follow this model, as it is important
that as many of the state’s young men as possible have
a chance to learn about citizenship and patriotism that
Boys State provides.
Like the leaders of other American Legion youth
programs, the senior staff of ND Boys State attend the
American Legion Americanism Conference held in
Indianapolis each September. This valuable Directors
conference, which includes leaders from programs like
Baseball, Oratorical Contest, Junior Shooting Sports,
Boys State and Girls State, is the best opportunity to meet
and network with staff from similar programs around the
country. North Dakota typically has 5-6 attendees some
of whom have attended for over 10 years. The conference
includes multiple sessions on various topics of interest.
The attendees from North Dakota always leave having
learned some new ideas that can be incorporated into
the ND program. This year, however, the conference
needed to be moved to a virtual one-day event. ND Boys
State staff still attended and participated in this virtual
conference.
This year, not surprisingly, the focus was on how
various programs have reacted to COVID-19 and what
they are doing to prepare for 2021. In 2020, some states
held full virtual programs, with boys attending from their
own homes. This found mixed results but was generally
considered successful. Texas, for example, held a full
week-long program that had multiple speakers, elections
and the election of a Boys State Governor. Other
states held shorter programs that focused mostly on
educational opportunities for attending boys. The states
that held virtual programs have shared their information
with others. All programs, including the ND Boys State

program, are planning to have an on-site program again
in 2021. However, as everyone has learned, it is not
possible to know exactly how things will work by June.
Because of that, most Departments are also planning for
a virtual program that can be held in case a cancelation
is again required. The ND Boys State staff is also doing
this, making plans and assuming that the program will
be held in Wahpeton in June, but also planning on ways
the program can be done virtually and the boys can
participate.
Other sessions at the Directors Conference were
regarding Risk Management and Selective Service.
The conversation regarding Risk Management mainly
focused on the unfortunate topic of sexual abuse. The
National Headquarters is suggesting that all youth
programs have staff complete a criminal background
check once per year and any staff who have interaction
with youth participants to complete a sexual abuse
training program. Both items can be done through the
same service which National Headquarters has arranged
for all Departments to use at the same low cost. Programs
can utilize other services if they prefer, but the company
recommend by National Headquarters has been vetted
and approved as a good option. For Boys State, these
services are considered optional for state programs, but
will be required for Boys Nation staff. The ND Boys
State program intends for all staff and adult attendees
(who have contact with youth throughout the week) to
use both services.
Selective Service was also discussed at the
conference. This included encouragement to have
programs set up tables for local Selective Service
volunteers to sign boys up early prior to their 18th birthday.
The ND program sees no concerns with allowing this to
happen in June.
On behalf of the staff of the North Dakota Boys
State, we want to thank all American Legion members
for their support of the program in the past and in the
future. 2020 was an exceptionally challenging year for
everyone, but there is hope that 2021 will be better.
Legionnaires are encouraged to work with Director
Neil Litton, Executive Director Wayne Satrom, and
Recruiting leader Garrett Anderson on recruiting for the
2021 program. With the possibility of boys from two
classes (those who have completed their junior or senior
years) attending, the hope is that numbers increase and
help propel the program into the future.
Executive Director Wayne Satrom would like to
extend a “thank you” to Jamie for providing this report.
Jamie Selzer
Assistant Dean of Counselors - Cities

ACOVA
REPRESENTATIVES

Every year in the spring, our Department is asked
to present two names to the Governor for his review to
select one individual to be appointed to the Administrative
Committee on Veterans Affairs (ACOVA). The ACOVA is
comprised of fifteen appointed veterans, three from each
of the five principal veteran organizations, ND Veterans
of Foreign Wars, ND American Legion, ND AmVets, ND
Disabled American Veterans and the ND Vietnam Veterans
of America. These individuals who are appointed serves a
three-year term. There are an additional four members on
the board but are non-voting members of the Committee.
The process in the past has been accomplished
by seeking out individuals to serve. A change is being
implemented by asking members to apply and submit a
cover letter and a short biography or resume’ to the Board
prior to the Winter Conference in January. A committee
has been created to review these packets and make a
recommendation to the Department Executive Committee
Board for the selection and submission of two names to
the Governor. The committee meets basically four times
a year, maybe more as necessary, during the legislative
session. This committee works closely with the ND
Veterans Coordinating Council and both are responsible
for preparing and presenting bills to the legislature that
would affect veterans.
If you are interested in serving on this committee,
please contact the Department Adjutant at the Department
Headquarters for additional information. Visit with your
regional Vice Commanders and DEC representatives. Most
important is to put together a packet for the committee with
a cover letter and a biography of yourself, military service,
personal and career information. Please remember the DEC
is only allowed to submit two names and the Governor
selects his appointment and it will be based on your input.
It is also imperative to understand that the Legion and these
appointments are not political positions, so please do not
include any party affiliation or political positioning. If you
are interested in a position on this committee send your
information to the Department Adjutant.

G E T L O C A L . G E T N O W.
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Our qualified, experienced team offers
a variety of emergency care courses
for teens, adults, or those looking for a
career change. For the highest level of
convenience, the training is offered at
flexible hours and locations.
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• CPR
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As we seemed to have skipped fall and right into
winter, we need to remember why we call ourselves
legionnaires. Have we forgotten how and why we joined
this organization? Have we forgotten to help a friend in
need? With Christmas just around the corner, is there
somebody you have not seen or talked to in a long time?
The National Commander came up with the “Buddy Check
program”. With the present situation with COVID-19,
this program is designed to reach out to assist and support
veterans who were self-isolating and at risk for infection.
There are a lot of Veterans who are in nursing homes and
assisted living homes and the Veterans homes that have
not been able to see anybody for the last several months.

Why can’t you pick up a phone and talk to them for a few
minutes?
The last Tuesday of every month National is having
training. The subjects change from month to month. If you
are not available to attend via zoom, they do record it so you
can view it at a later date. Just go to the National website at
www.legion.org and look for the training section.
We are still collecting money for the Helmets for
Heroes. For all the past District Commanders that picked
up boxes of helmets, do you still have them in your
garages???? Or did you pass them out???
Now is a good time to start working on your
Consolidated Post reports. Last year we only submitted

about 53% of the posts in North Dakota. I know some of
the posts that did not turn one in had to do something in the
community!
Mylegion will be replaced with a new program in
the very near future. Those posts that use Mylegion for
processing their membership will be asked to log in just a
little different, but only for the first time. For the most part,
National has said the program will stay the same.
Thank you for continuing to serve. I hope each and
everyone of you a very special Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Greeting,
The last few months have, as we all know, certainly
been unprecedented times. As I sit here on election day
trying to write this article, I wonder what the future has
for us. I cannot understand how this country has so much
hatred and is so divided. We need to remember that we are
all Americans. Period. We need to get together and save
this great Nation.
This has also been trying times for the American
Legion. The Legion has cancelled its convention, fall
meetings, membership meetings, Commander/Adjutant
meetings and all other face to face meetings. We have had
several virtual meetings including the National Finance
Committee and the Fall NEC meetings. It gets the job
done, but it is just not the same. With Covid-19 rearing its
ugly head, there is no way to know how long this will last.
All National Committee appointees have had their
appointments extended for one year. Most terms are in

effect until the last day of Fall Meetings in October of
2021. My term will expire on the last day of the National
Convention in August.
I hope and pray that things can get back to some kind
of normalcy in 2021. I hope we will be able to have our
Winter Conference and it will be the first, but not certainly
the last, event of 2021.
The U.S. Mint finished its production of the 100-year
Legion coins on January 1, 2020. Sales were sluggish at
first but picked up later on. The Legion’s share of sales
ended up at about $3.5 million. This was a good income
source for the Legion and will help to delay the need for
membership dues increase.
Past North Dakota Department Chaplain Mark Antal
is a candidate for National Chaplain. The latest information
I have is that 2021 will be his year. This may be overly
optimistic, but this may be delayed until 2022. North
Dakota has endorsed Glenn Wahus to be a candidate for

National Vice Commander, to take office in 2021 or 2022.
Remember to get your memberships in to Headquarters
as soon as possible. It would be great to reach 100% this
year. Also, please get your CPR’s submitted early this year.
100% CPR submittal would be fantastic.
You can find more information on the American
Legion at www.legion.org. If you need more local
information about any legion related issue, it can be found
on the Department web site at www.ndlegion.org.
Do not hesitate to contact me if there is more
information that you need, or have any questions for
me, let me know and I will get back to you ASAP.
My Cell number is 701-680-0567 and email is:
bobkrause71@gmail.com. Gail’s and my address is 3340
17th Ave S Unit 202, Fargo, ND 58103. Thank you all for
your continued support of this great organization.

444 Sheyenne Street, Suite 102
P O Box 458tWest Fargo ND 58078-0458
(701) 282-324tFA X (701) 282-0825
www.ohnstadlaw.com

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561
Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Greetings all Legion family
members from East Region.
East Region membership
goal is 65.40% of goal. We can
do better than this. Post dues are
due now and if you or you know
somebody who has not paid their
2021 dues, please take care of this
matter ASAP. Get the renewals
done first, then get new members.
I hope that we will be able to meet at the Winter
Conference on January 29-31, 2021, at the Roosevelt
Grand Dakota Hotel in Dickinson. To make your
reservation call 701-483-5600, rooms are $79.00 plus
tax.
In closing, I hope everybody, and their families are
healthy and well and stay safe and protect yourself
and your family from Covid-19.
Perry “Skip” Nesdahl
Eastern Region Vice Commander
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Department Executive Committee
Virtual Meeting
October 27, 2020
The DEC met via virtual zoom meeting at 9:00 AM
on October 27, 2020. The following is a summary of the
meeting. Full minutes will be available at the Department
after approval.
DEC Chairman Glenn Wahus called the meeting to
order at 9:00 AM. The consent agenda, meeting agenda, and
the previous minutes of June 29, 2020, were approved.
Financials were reported by Finance Officer Doug
Wittmier. Both income and expenses are down due to the
cancellations of events due to COVID.
Boys State Assistant Director Garrett Anderson reported
on the upcoming Boys State program. It will be held in
Wahpeton or virtual if unable to have large gatherings. The
committee is working on a plan to incorporate the seniors
and juniors into the program this year.

Greeting my fellow Legionnaires,
I do hope this finds all of you healthy and staying
safe. We are still here, standing tall, dealing with these
uncharted territories. All we are striving for here in the
West is to be better than we were yesterday. Be kind, be
compassionate and do it all with that great big smile on
our faces.
What else do we do with the majority of our
programs suspended, meetings canceled, one after
another, not being able to enjoy the fellowship of our

Athletic Chairman Russ Kroshus reported on the
upcoming baseball season. A motion was passed to have
SAL members on the Athletic committee.
Commander Wiederholt reported on the membership
of the Department. We are currently at 71% and are ranked
number 2.
Steve Anderson reported on the Legion Riders and
the decrease of activities and donations due to COVID.
NEC Resolution #19 updated the emblem placement and
requirements of belonging to the Legion Riders.
NEC Bob Krause reported on the NEC and the
resolutions discussed with virtual meetings with National.
Bob Krause also reported on the Foundation and the
balance and discussed the policy of using the Foundation
funds.
The Department applied for the CARES Retention
Credit for the 2nd and 3rd quarter in 2020 and plans to apply
again in the 4th quarter with an expected refund of $65,000

fellow Legionnaires and our Auxiliary members. We
just continue to be the best we can be. We support our
fellow veterans in need, provide financial assistance
when we can, meals when they are hungry, big broad
shoulders when timber is needed to support them and
make sure our youth know we are here along with our
entire communities.
I do look forward to the day we all get to meet
again in person and enjoy the fruits of our labor. The
outstanding work all of you do in your communities may
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for all 3 quarters combined.
In January, the Department interviews and votes on
members of the ACOVA. Committee appointed to interview
the candidates will be the DEC Chairman, Commander, and
the Commander-Elect.
Adjutant Matthews reported on the upcoming Winter
Conference. The Department is currently planning the
conference using the ND Smart Restart protocols. Stark
county is currently in the orange, which makes planning
difficult. The staff is currently planning the Winter
Conference and exploring other options under the guidelines
and may need to cancel based on the protocols. Emergency
powers were given to the Adjutant to make sure operations
and functions of the Department continue to function in a
timely manner.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:18 AM.

seem like it goes unnoticed at times,
but believe me, it is appreciated and
needed to maintain a strong fabric of
humanity that keeps us all together.
All I do know is that I am still
here. Keep standing, keep hoping,
keep believing and Godspeed to
each and every one of you.
Dan Brown
Western Region Vice Commander

The American Legion National High School Oratorical
Scholarship Program
By Jerry Samuelson
Department Chairman
The National High School Oratorical Contest was
developed to instill a better knowledge and appreciation of
the U.S. Constitution among our youth. Other objectives
include the development of leadership qualities, the ability
to think and speak clearly and the preparation for acceptance
of the duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges of U.S.
citizenship. Another significant purpose of the program
is to assist students in helping to pay the high cost of a
college education. William Kitchen, a Past Department
Commander of Missouri, is credited with originating the
contest in the mid 1930’s and the first national contests
were held in 1938.
The contest has gone through some changes since its
conception with an eligibility change a few years ago and
a format change for the National Finals. The contest used
to be open only to high school students in grades 9 through
12 under 20 years of age who were citizens of the United
States but now has been extended to include “lawful
permanent residents”.
The format for the National Contest was streamlined
by bringing all Department Winners into Indianapolis
for a three-round competition at a common site. Student
eliminated in the first round stay and become part of the
audience. This change greatly reduced the cost of the
program for travel of contestants and chaperones. It also
gave potential returning contestants an opportunity to see
the kinds of improvements to help them in future contests.

The state finals are conducted as a part of the annual
American Legion Winter Conference as one of the main
events.
The contest is scheduled for Saturday, January 30, at
the Roosevelt in Dickinson and will start promptly at 1:00
p.m. at which time the doors will be closed and no one will
be permitted to enter.
All Legion and Auxiliary Members attending the
Winter Conference are encouraged to be part of the
audience to witness some of the best high school orators
express their knowledge of our Constitution.
The contest still contains a prepared oration phase
and an assigned topic phase. The prepared oration must
be the original effort of each contestant and be from 8 to
10 minutes in length. The oration must be on some phase
of the Constitution of the United States. The assigned topic
phase must consume not less than 3 minutes or more than 5
minutes for delivery of an assigned topic related to the U.S.
Constitution. Competition begins at the District level and
this year eligibility has been expanded to allow for more
participation. District contestants can win up to $300 at
that level. Each District awards Cash Scholarships in the
amount of $300 for first, $200 for second, and $100 for
third.
The winners of the district contests advance to the
Eastern or Western Division contests on January 16th
in Park River for the Eastern Division and January 16th
in Watford City for the Western Division. Winners and
runners-up of the Division contests advance to the State

Finals at the Winter Conference on
January 30 in Dickinson. Scholarship
awards are provided at each level of
competition totaling about $1,500 at
the state level.
The state winner advances to the
national round of competition in
Indianapolis, Indiana, April
9-11, 2021. Each contestant
participating in the first round
will receive a $2,000 scholarship.
Each first round winner who
advances to and participates in the
second round but does not advance
to the Final Round will receive an
additional $2,000 scholarship. The
national champion receives a $25,000 scholarship, 2nd
place receives $22,500, and the 3rd place finisher receives
$20,000 scholarship.
Legionnaires and Auxiliary members are encouraged
to attend the various contests to show support to the
students that take time and effort to enter this fine program.
Individuals interested in learning more about the Oratorical
Contest program should contact their local American
Legion Post or call me at 701-770-7147, or email me at
jsamuelson0915@gmail.com You can locate the District
Oratorical Schedule on the ND Legion website at www.
ndlegion.org. and by clicking on the Youth/Program tab
and on Oratorical.

Please Patronize our Advertisers. Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their businesses in our publications.
Let’s let them know that we appreciate them.
Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get advertising pricing and placement information.

Beck-Sherven-Foreman
American Legion Post 290

Main Street, New Town, ND

(701) 627-4409

Open to the Public
Legion meetings, 2nd Thursday monthly
Always welcoming new members
Beer • Cocktails • Food • Bingo • Music
Fun Times • Good People

Best Wishes American Legion!

Senator Terry M. Wanzek
Paid for by Terry Wanzek

Page 6

December 2020

North Dakota Legion News

Some of you sat in front of your Television sets on
Tuesday, November 3rd, watching what was happening as the
election results came in. (I commend those of you who decided
to go about your normal evening instead.) For months before
this election, we were bombarded with television ads, news
reports and social media posts claiming how great candidate A
would be in office, and how horrendous candidate B would be
in office. Projected changes that each candidate would make
were featured in newspapers and television debates.
This election has been touted as the most important
election in United States history. Oh, I’m sure you understand
as well as I do, why they’re saying that. Word had it that if
one candidate were to win, life will be over as we know it.
I would imagine similar thoughts were going around when
Abraham Lincoln was still yet a candidate for presidency
of the United States. In my way of thinking, this was the
most important election in our history, partly because record
number of voters registered and voted. But this election
truly was the most important one in our history, because this
election is one that brought more Americans to their knees
than any other in our history. Don’t feel slighted if you didn’t
receive a call or letter asking if you had been praying about

the state of our nation, and the election that might or might
not change our leadership. There was no poll taken. Only my
own observations, in my personal interactions with people, in
my social media interactions with people and just watching. I
am writing this article before the election results are final. Of
course, I have my personal preference as to whom I would like
to see in this esteemed office. But no matter who wins, there
are things that will not change. God is still in control. God is
still on the throne. the truth is still the same: Christ was born of
a Virgin, died on the cross for our sin, rose again on the third
day, and is seated at the right hand of God the father until his
return. Christ is still King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Prayer
still works. The Bible still has all the answers you need. And
the cross -- not the government -- is still our Salvation.
Throughout the Old Testament God appointed Kings --both good Kings who would follow Him as he led the people
of God and bad Kings who would not follow Him, but whom
He would use to teach His people. King Hezekiah is one of my
favorite Old Testament Kings. He restored God’s way of life
to the people God placed him in charge of. My prayer has been
and still is 1) that the person elected in to this office be God
fearing and God’s choice; 2) that evil and lies be revealed and

eradicated and that justice and truth be restored; 3) that God
turn the hearts of His people back toward God; and 4) that
America be healed. I continue to pray that prayer and I hope
you will join me. I’m (99%) sure that by the time you read this
article, the results are in. Each element of that prayer is just as
important now, as it was before the election --- if not more so.
A dear pastor friend of mine recently shared some insight
into election day that I want to share with you: “What a
privilege we have to vote… If you’re my friend, I will listen
to you complain. I will listen to you grumble if it did not go
your way… Our country is worth too much to just sit back.
Make your voice be heard.” As veterans, I trust that you
shared your voice by voting. I leave you with these powerful
scriptures: Psalm 7:9 Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked
come to an end, But establish the just; For the righteous
God tests the hearts and minds. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 Therefore
I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all
who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and reverence. Keep praying, folks! Our
country is worth it! (I still have books available, email me.)
hutchinskaren35@gmail.com

Veterans Benefits and a Global Pandemic
In a time of uncertainty, knowing that our benefits are
still available to assist veteran’s is of utmost importance. Due
to the global pandemic, the VA has had a challenge of how
they are able to continue with processing veteran’s claims. It
is important for veterans to know their claims are still being
processed, however there may be a delay that is beyond our
control.
Based upon VA Quarter 4 Performance results, the VA
completed 269,489 claims in quarter four with an average day
to complete of 99.8 days. This is up 9.8 days as compared
to Quarter 3. Although the average days to complete has
increased, the average is still falling within the VA’s goal of
125 days. Of course, not all veteran’s claims are within this
goal range due to various factors we will discuss below.
Compensation Exams: The VA has limited the availability

for in-person compensation exams. This has included our
contract companies as well. Compensation exams are low on
the priority list when we have a bigger concern growing of
a global pandemic. To help alleviate some of the exams, the
VA has been conducting some via telehealth appointments;
these have included mental health and migraine exams. This
has allowed the VA to process partial claims to have benefits
started for veterans.
Federal Records: The biggest impact we are seeing with
veteran’s claims is VA request for the veteran’s federal records.
This includes their personnel file from the military, service
medical records, and previous claims that have not been
scanned into the VA electronic system. COVID-19 shut down
the records archive centers in March; except for emergency
requests like burial benefits. Because of this shutdown, the

VA has not been able to retrieve records for veterans from
the veteran’s time in service. This has greatly impacted our
older veterans to include Vietnam era. The VA is attempting
to find work arounds for this like reaching out to veterans to
see if they have any records from their military service. They
have also created a task force to work through these records
requests to see if they have other evidence, they are able to
use.
Even with the delays in claims processing, the VA is
encouraging you to submit claims as to not lose your effective
date of the claim. If you have questions on submitting your
claim or wanting to know the status of your current claim,
I would suggest reaching out to your local County VSO for
assistance. You can find a complete list of County VSOs at
http://nd.gov/veterans/service-officers/county

We set the pace
American Federal leads the way with financial
advice and business solutions. From start-up to
finish line, our Ag, Business, and Personal Bankers
know the track well. Follow the leaders in financial
advice with American Federal.
Fargo
Fargo South
Moorhead
215 N 5th St.
1301 30th Ave. S. 601 Center Ave.
(701) 235-4248 (701) 235-9906
(218) 233-2791

Home of the famous
chocolate covered potato chip
106 South 3rd Street
Grand Forks North Dakota 58201
(701) 775-3480
www.carolwidmanscandy.com

Hot Complimentary Breakfast • Catering
Fitness Center • Indoor Water Park
Full Service Convention & Meeting Facilities
Dog Friendly • On-site Dining

Corteva Agriscience
Wahpeton Production
For Baymont
Reservations:
(701) 663-7401

17835 Highway 13
Wahpeton, ND 58075
701-642-5300

For Ramada
Reservations:
(701) 258-7000

2611 Old Red Trail NW
Mandan, North Dakota

1400 East Interchange Ave.
Bismarck, North Dakota

www.BaymontMandan.com

www.RamadaBismarck.com

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
TM ® SM

Hometown
Service
& Value
Across the State of North Dakota
in Minot, Devils Lake, Williston,
Jamestown, Grand Forks,
Grafton, and Watford City
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Nicole Clapp, ALA National President to Visit
North Dakota

The American Legion Auxiliary Department of North
Dakota is proud and honored to have Nicole Clapp, National
President, visit our great state. President Clapp will be in
Dickinson, ND, to attend the 2021 Winter Conference.
Nicole Clapp of Gladbrook, Iowa, was elected
American Legion Auxiliary National President at the
99th National Convention held Aug. 23-29, 2019, in
Indianapolis. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic that struck
the entire world in the early months of 2020, this is the
second year President Nicole is serving.
A 44-year Paid Up For Life member of the American
Legion Auxiliary, Clapp joined the Auxiliary at the age
of four, receiving eligibility for membership through
her grandfather, Roger Schroeder, who served in the
Navy during World War II. She has held numerous
leadership positions in the organization at the unit, district,
department, and national levels. At the national level,
she served as 1987-1988 ALA honorary national Junior
president and chaired many committees and served special
appointments, including national Finance Committee
chair, national Children & Youth Committee chair, national
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Committee chair, Future
Focus Committee member, and ALA Centennial Strategic
Plan Committee member. She also served as national vice

president in the 20182019
administrative
year.
Clapp,
who
currently resides in
Gladbrook,
Iowa,
graduated with honors
and distinction from
The University of Iowa,
where she obtained her
bachelor’s degree in
nursing followed by
a master’s degree in
nursing administration.
She then relocated to
Wisconsin for a 22-year
Nicole Clapp
National President
career at Grant Regional
Health Center. She is
board-certified in healthcare management and an American
College of Healthcare Executives Fellow. In 2004, Clapp
was named the Wisconsin Chapter’s Young Healthcare
Executive of the Year. She was also recognized as one of
Becker’s ‘Hospital Review’s 50 Rural Hospital CEOs to
Know in the United States’.

Department Chaplain Seeks Prayers for
Department Book
Hello Auxiliary members.
I hope all of you have remained safe and healthy over
the past few months. As this pandemic continues to affect so
many of us, I pray that we will all get through this together,
yet apart. If you are feeling a bit overwhelmed, reach out
to your friends by Facebook, phone, or email. They may be
feeling the same way and together, perhaps, you can make
each other laugh. Reach out to your Auxiliary sisters and
brothers as well as shut-in veterans and continue to support
each other.
I am collecting prayers for a Department Chaplain
Prayer Book. If you have a favorite prayer, story, song,
or picture, please share it with me and I will add it
to the ‘book’. You can send them to me by email at
chaplain@ndala.org or mail it to me at the address listed.
Thank you in advance for helping make the
Department Chaplain Prayer Book a reality. Blessings to
you and yours.

Sandra Petermann, Department Chaplain
621 1st St W
Dickinson, ND 58601-5004

Welcome to Dickinson
Unit President LoAnn Dick and members of Matthew
Brew Unit 3 of Dickinson, ND, extend a warm welcome
to all potential attendees of the upcoming 2021 Winter
Conference. The event, hosted by members of Post 3 and
Unit 3 of Dickinson, will be held January 28-31, 2021.
Meetings will be headquartered at the Roosevelt Grand
Dakota Hotel. Make plans now to attend. We are looking
forward to seeing you in Dickinson.
*Note-all events subject to change under pandemic
guidance from the State of ND and the CDC.*

Dickinson

American Legion
Auxiliary

2021

Winter Conference
(tentative schedule)
Roosevelt Grand Dakota Hotel
Dickinson, North Dakota
Phone: 701-483-5600

Barry Hoof Unit 72 Napoleon Holds Veterans Day
Contests - Heroes are Stars
I am part of the American Flag that has flown over the
USA. The sun and wind have caused me to become tattered
and torn. I can no longer fly. Please carry me as a reminder
that “heroes are not forgotten”.
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the American
Legion Auxiliary, Barry Hoof Post and Unit 72 of Napoleon
sponsored Veterans Day art and essay contests for students
at the Napoleon Public Schools.
The 2020 Veterans Day ‘Thank-a-Veteran’ project
began with coloring a page decorated with ‘stars’ cut from
American Flags or writing an essay about ‘Heroes are
Stars – They Are Not Forgotten’. Students in grades K-6
shared their artwork and writing with veterans by mail and
friends at the Napoleon Care Center. First-prize winners of
the Veterans Day essays were James Moch, 5th grade and
Addyson Erbele, 6th grade. The 2020 challenge question
was “What is the newest branch of the military?”. An allschool drawing of correct answers, which is ‘US Space
Force’, was won by fourth grader, Hunter Schumacher.
Congratulations to all the winners and thank you to
everyone for your participation and sharing your talents.
We enjoyed sharing the pride we have in our country,
our flag, our veterans, and our active military members.
We thank the teachers, school staff, and parents for their
support as they encouraged their children to learn about
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our heroes.
Article and photo submitted by Unit 72 President Ann
Knecht, Napoleon

Thursday, January 28, 2021
No Auxiliary program/events planned
Friday, January 29, 2021
Conference Rooms - TBD
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm Registration Table Open
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Department Executive 		
Committee meeting
6:00 pm – Department Commanders Banquet
Saturday, January 30, 2021
Conference Rooms - TBD
9:00 am – 9:30 AM – Nicole Clapp, National
Presidents Address to Auxiliary
9:30 am – 11:00 AM – District Presidents 		
Meeting with Department President Wolff
11:30 am – 12:00 AM Selection of Delegates to
National Convention
Sunday, January 31, 2021
Conference Rooms - TBD
8:00 am – 11:00 AM – Auxiliary Meetings
11:00 am - Noon – Memorial Service

Pictured is a star cut from an American flag. Stars were
presented to Napoleon school children to attach to their Veterans
Day “Heroes are Stars” artwork.

Please note: Due to COVID-19 protocols and
restrictions, meetings and attendance will be limited
on a first come/first served basis. Be aware that time
and rooms could change without advance notice.
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Education Program

“Veterans Magnify Freedom!” is the theme I have
chosen for 2020-2021 as I serve you as Department
President. The American Flag is the symbol and the VA
program, ‘Wishes on Wings’, is the project I have chosen
as my President’s Project.
You might be asking how we can build our future
in these ever-changing times and especially while we all
endure the ongoing pandemic that has affected so many
of us. We, as members of the American Legion Auxiliary,
have a responsibility to continue to recruit new members to
join our dynamic organization.
There are many prospective members in our
communities. Perhaps they have never been asked to join
before. Reach out to them and invite them to a meeting or
ask them to assist you with a project. They probably have

a talent that would fit right into
your unit’s plans and activities.
Visit with them and let them
know about the benefits of
joining the American Legion
Auxiliary. If we continue to
work hard for membership, our
future will be strong.
The Legion and Auxiliary
Department Offices are working on plans for the Winter
Conference scheduled for January 28-31, 2021, in
Dickinson, ND. Keeping in mind your own personal health
and safety, plan to attend if you can.
Beverly Wolff

Where has the time gone? It seems to have just flown by.
It is just a few days until Veterans Day and Thanksgiving,
and just weeks until Christmas and New Year’s Day. We
have experienced a lot in the past few months, including
the COVID-19 pandemic and a national election.
I hope you and yours remain safe and healthy. Thank
you for continuing to work our mission of supporting
veterans and their families. Now is more important than
ever to be a member of the American Legion Auxiliary.
Although you may not be meeting in person, there are
projects we can all do. It is called good old American
ingenuity and means thinking outside the box.
The usual activity of the Auxiliary has been greatly
modified due to the ongoing pandemic which includes the
gift shops at both the VA Medical Center in Fargo and the
North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon. The in-person
events have been canceled for December 2 and 3, 2020.
Gift Shop Chairmen LaVonne Matthews (Fargo) and Carol
Jentz (Lisbon) have designed virtual Gift Shops tailored
to each facility. The Department Office staff and chairmen
extend a heartfelt “thank you” to all units and individual
members who donated greeting cards, postage, envelopes,
and funds for this year’s Gift Shops. This could not have

been achieved without your
wonderful, generous support
and donation of materials and
funds.
The Legion and Auxiliary
Department staff are still
working on details for the
2021 Winter Conference set
for January 28-31, 2021, in
Dickinson, ND. Due to ongoing concern for the health
and safety of attendees, safety protocols including face
coverings, hand sanitizing, and social distancing during
meetings will be followed and enforced.
Due to the limited number of attendees allowed in
the conference facility and banquet, each person who
plans to attend is highly encouraged to register early.
The conference registration form and tentative Auxiliary
schedule can be found on another page of this publication.
May you all be able to celebrate the upcoming holidays
with family even if you must celebrate a bit differently this
year.
For God and Country
Marcy Schmidt

Find Joy in the Small Things.
“Everything God created is good, and nothing is to be
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.” - 1 Timothy
4:4
We all tend to take things for granted – the songs of
birds, the smell of fresh flowers, sunsets, music. Some
people barely notice these things. When we think about
life without these blessings, we realize how dull and boring
life would be.
We can cherish every blessing. Appreciate the small
things in our lives. We can learn to appreciate all of God’s
gifts to us. Big or small. So, the next time you see a
beautiful sunset, smell a fresh flower, see a beautiful sky,
thank God. He has been so good to us. His grace has made
this a beautiful world we live in.
“Dear God, thank you for the everyday things in my
life. Your gifts are wonderous. Because of You we have a
beautiful world. I find joy in small things because of you.
Amen.”

Every day God thinks of
you. Psalm 68:16
Every hour God looks
after you. 2 Thessalonians 3:3
Every minute God cares
for you 1 Peter 5:7
Because every second He
loves you. Jeremiah 31:3
Sandra Petermann

Greetings Auxiliary members,
First off, I am hoping that you
are all coping with the stress of these
trying times. Each day we have is
precious and I am reminded of that
now more than ever. Remember to
take some time to destress during
your day.
I am excited to again be your
Department Education Chairman.
This year, as always, the program is
promoting student education through scholarships. The
four scholarship applications available this year through
National are:
q Children of Warriors National Presidents’
Scholarship
q Spirit of Youth Scholarship
q Non-Traditional Student Scholarship
q Junior Auxiliary Member Loyalty Scholarship
These applications are due to your local unit no later
than March 1st, 2021. More information is available at
www.ndala.org/education/ or at www.ALAforVeterans.
org/scholarships/ These scholarship applications were
included in an October mailing from the Department
Office to units and ND schools. Thank you, Marcy!! Please
share the applications with eligible students within your
families and communities.
The program has the Department Education
Scholarship application available. This year, the finance
board approved an increase to $500 for each award given.
These applications were included in the mailing and are
available at www.ndala.org/education/.
The Education Program is promoting the ‘Give
10 to Education’ program. Organize a school supply
drive in your area or donate money to local schools for
education supplies and safety items. Helpful resources for
accomplishing this will be available in an upcoming unit
mailing and online.
This article will come to you after American Education
Week (November 16-20). However, any time is a good
time to support your local schools, educators, and staff.
Consider a COVID-safe treat donation, a thank-you card
brigade, or maybe sending special flowers to honor those
that give so much.
Just a reminder to report about any education items
during mid-year reporting in December. I want to hear
about the great things you all are doing!
Yours in service,
Shauna Dubuque, Department Chairman

Volunteer Department
Archivist Requests Recipes
The Department Office was
recently blessed with the arrival
of Carol Wolf who volunteered to
assist with archiving and recording
the historical caches of Auxiliary
mementos, pictures, and articles.
Carol and the Department Office
staff had no idea how much history
had been collected and stored over
the past 100 years of the American
Legion Auxiliary Department of
North Dakota. There is still more work to do, but the
archive project has become a labor of love thanks to Carol’s
interest in history and detail.
Carol is a paid up for life member of Gilbert C. Grafton
Unit 2 of Fargo, ND, and recent retiree from the VA Medical
Center, where she served as lead chef. Although she is still
an active member of the North Dakota National Guard, she
plans to retire and become a full-time volunteer and world
traveler in January 2021.
Carol is writing a cookbook in her spare time and
would like all of you to share your favorite family recipes
with her so she can include them with her collection. Carol
would like her book to include recipes from the American
Legion Family Department of North Dakota. Send your
favorite recipe to the Department Office, attention to Carol
Wolf. Include your name, address, and unit/post/squad
number so she can credit your recipe. With no name for
the book yet, Carol will hold a contest for the winning title.
Please submit a name for the book and the winner will be
randomly selected.
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Clarence Larson Unit 23 Rugby Honors Tootie
Fueller, Past Department President
Tootie Fueller, Past Department President, was
recently honored by the Clarence Larson Unit 23 Rugby,
ND for her 50 years of service to her unit and community.
People serving in any organization for 50 years
will leave an influence behind and Tootie Fueller is no
exception. After five decades of service, this energetic Unit
President stepped down and was honored on October 13,
2020 with a celebration hosted by members of Unit 23 at
the Rugby Village Arts Center.
Tootie’s Auxiliary eligibility comes through her
father’s military service during World War 1. She also
has five brothers who served in the military, two of them
overseas.
Fueller became Unit President at Rugby in 1970, just
four years after joining the Auxiliary. After serving in all
the chairmanships in the Rugby Unit, Tootie went on to
serve as District 3 President, Department President 19981999, and then as Northwestern Division National Vice
President 2008-2009.
Besides being involved with the American Legion
Auxiliary at the local, district, state, and national levels,
Tootie recently retired from teaching in the Rugby Public
Schools. Tootie says she will still be around but is looking
forward to spending time with family and friends.
Congratulations Tootie and thank you for your service
to veterans and their families. Thank you too for your
dedication and support of American Legion Auxiliary
programs.

VAMC Voluntary
Services Receives Large
Donation

On Monday, October 19, 2020, Myrna Ronholm, Past
Department President (2019-2020), arrived in Fargo to
present funds from her President’s Project to the Voluntary
Services Staff at the VA Medical Center. The funds were
raised during Ronholm’s tenure as Department President.
Donations, big and small, were made by individuals
and units across North Dakota. Accepting the check on
behalf of the VA Medical Center was Voluntary Services
Specialist Jaid Nelson.

Photo and article courtesy of Sue Sitter, Pierce County
Tribune, Rugby, North Dakota.

Quarne Honored for Service
Alvin T. Larson Unit 116 of Grenora, ND, wishes to
honor Oscar Quarne, Post 116 member, for his dedicated
service to the post, unit, and community of Grenora. Oscar,
who has not missed a Memorial Day observance in 70 years,
was disappointed when COVID-19 altered those plans this
spring. Never one to dwell on a missed opportunity, Oscar
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organized a little ‘coffee stop’ at the post so people could
stop by to look at the memorial and say hello. It was easy
to observe social-distancing recommendations with people
arriving at various times throughout the day.
Article submitted by Joy Rasmussen, Unit 116
Membership Chairman

Jaid Nelson, VAMC Voluntary Services Specialist
(left) and Myrna Ronholm, Past Department President
(2019-2020). (Photo courtesy of Jaid Nelson)

Path to Membership in
the American Legion
Auxiliary
Relationship to Veteran:
a Mother
a Daughter
a Sister
a Grandmother
a Granddaughter
a Self-Female Veteran
a Spouse-Male or Female
Please note: “Great-granddaughters are no longer
eligible for membership in the American Legion Auxiliary,
however, if they are current members they can remain so if
their dues are current at all times.”
Two paths for ALA eligibility:

New Leipzig Unit 211 Donates Books
Baesler-Achtenberg Unit 211 of New Leipzig, ND,
donated four copies of the book “My Lonely Walk Through
Hell” to New Leipzig Public School library. The book,
written by William E. Eisenbarth, is a first-hand account
of his experiences during World War II. Eisenbarth, a
member (now deceased) of Baesler-Achtenberg Post 211 at
New Leipzig was drafted into the war effort on March 24,
1941 and served in the European theater during his military
service.
Article submitted by Unit 211 President Jane Alt

a Path One – the potential member is related to a
living veteran by one of the relationships stated
above and the veteran is ‘living AND a current
member of the American Legion.” If the potential
member is a female veteran, she only needs to have
served during the eligible time periods to be
eligible for ALA membership.
a Path Two – The potential member is related
to a deceased veteran who served during the
eligible time periods and was honorably discharged.
Eligibility Periods
a April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918
a Any time after December 7, 1941
Membership applications are available online at
www.alaforveterans.org or by contacting the Department
Office.
Article courtesy of American Legion Auxiliary magazine,
November 2020 edition
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NOTICE

2021 Winter Conference

Registration, Banquet Ticket and Contact Tracing Form

ALL EVENTS FOR THE
WINTER CONFERENCE ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH
SHORT NOTICE.

January 29-31, 2021 at the Roosevelt Grand Dakota Hotel in Dickinson
Please call the Roosevelt by 1/7/2021 to get a discounted room rate of $79 per night.

The Department and hotel are following the ND Smart Restart protocols to ensure a fun safe Winter Conference.
Each attendee and their guests must register due to the ND Smart Restart contact tracing protocols. Each attendee
must register individually and are limited to one banquet ticket. Your guest must complete a separate registration
form to attend the banquet. All registration and banquet ticket fees increase by $10 after 1/5/2021.

Alternatives to
in-person meetings are being
discussed. Pandemic guidance
from the State of ND and the
CDC will be adhered to as
we have the safety of all our
attendees in mind. Check online
and with the Department Office
for future developments
www.ndala.org and
701.253.5992

Post/Unit/Squadron Location ______________________ Post/Unit/Squad # ________ District # ________
Banquet Tickets - Limit 1 Banquet Ticket per Form

Which registration fee(s) are you paying?

Date: Friday, January 29, 2021
Time: 6:00 pm
Menu: Roast Beef
Cost: $25 before 1/5/2021
$35 after 1/5/2021

____
____
____
____
____

Banquet ticket sales are stipulated by the COVID seating
capacities and are sold on a first come first served basis.

PLEASE NOTE: There is a $10 late fee for all registrations
and tickets paid after January 5, 2021.

Banquet ticket ($25 before 1/5/2021 and limit of 1 ticket)
American Legion ($25 before 1/5/2021)
American Legion Auxiliary ($15 before 1/5/2021)
Sons of the American Legion ($25 before 1/5/2021)
Guest of a Legion Family Member ($0)

ONLY ONE PERSON ALLOWED PER FORM

Please mail the registration form and payment to
ND American Legion
405 West Main Ave Suite 4-A
West Fargo, ND 58078
PLEASE DO NOT MAIL WITH SWEEPSTAKES

Name __________________________________________
Phone #___________________________________
Email _____________________________________
Are you staying at the Roosevelt Hotel? Yes / No

Total Amount Enclosed $________

All fees are refundable due to COVID cancellations.

In Memoriam

‘North Dakota
Nurses Over There
1917-1919’

District 1
Karin J Johnston, Fargo
Brenda R. Koshney, Fargo
Patricia W Schwinden, Fargo
Mary E Langerud, Edinburg

District 2
Olga J Helland, Fordville
Myrna Greenwood, Grafton
Gloria L. Thompson, Grafton
Dona R. Kary, Grand Forks
Dena B Ferguson, Lakota
JoAnn S. Ryba, Michigan
Rita Rudnik, Minto
Leona M Schuster, Minto
Evelyn Arnett, Northwood
Jean Haave, (SLM), Park River

This easy-reading soft cover
book, written by Grace E. F. Holmes,
MD, contains accounts of North
Dakota nurses who served during
World War I and the infamous 1918
‘Spanish Flu” pandemic. Order one
today with the form below.

Mail Order Form

‘North Dakota Nurses Over There 1917-1919’
Grace E.F. Holmes, MD, author

All proceeds support the scholarship fund established through American Legion
Auxiliary’s Past Presidents Parley as the ‘Dr. Grace E.F. Holmes Nursing Scholarship’.
Total
Postage and Handling

$25.00 ea
$8.50 ea

Each book purchased/with postage

District 7
Vicki L Bleick, Elgin
Evelyn L. Eisenbeis, (HLM), Hazen
District 8
Anna Dolyniuk, (SLM), Belfield
Ruth A Buzalsky, (SLM), New England
June Sack, Reeder
Lorine Scott, Reeder
Helen Hauck, Richardton
District 9
Judy L Chapman, Parshall
Fern A Olson, Parshall
Edna Steffen, (SLM), Parshall
Rose M Bellamy, Tioga
Alice Kaldahl, Tioga
Gertrude Hanna, Watford City
Van Maloney, Watford City
Mary L Dhuyvetter, Noonan
Gerda Nylander, Tioga

District 3
Theresa Halvorson, Knox
Kathryn Shablow, Langdon
Victoria Brown, Milton

American Legion Auxiliary Department of North Dakota

Indicate Number of Books Purchased

Margaret Rodacker, Mohall
Eunice M Titus, Mohall
Lila G Thompson, (SLM), Upham

$33.50 ea

Checks for your purchase should be made to:
American Legion Auxiliary Department of North Dakota
and mailed along with this form to the Department office at:
American Legion Auxiliary Department of ND
1801 23rd Ave N, Room 113
Fargo, ND 58102-1047
Please indicate your shipping address below. Thank you for your purchase and enjoy
the book.
Name: __________________________________________

District 4
Alice J Neumiller, Jamestown
Luella Vakoch, Jamestown
Jodell Veil, Jamestown
Sybil Peterson, McClusky
Mae Bartlett, (SLM), McHenry
Jeanette Evensen, McHenry
Rita M. Halvorson, McHenry
District 5
Janet Bendewald, Ashley
Edna Eszlinger, Ashley
Irene G Frankfurth, Ashley
Elizabeth M Huelsman, Turtle Lake
District 6
Mariea A Holter, Bowbells
Bea Olson, Bowbells
Irene Kostenko, (SLM), Butte
Evelyn M Lee, Donnybrook
Arlene Giesen, Makoti
Geraldine Herman, Makoti
Marvel Petrick, (SLM), Makoti
Jackie Baldridge, Minot

District 10
Marlene E Ham, Edgeley
Ruth Redlin, Ellendale
Ruth Glarum, Forman
Lois Kiefer, Forman
Donna Odland, Forman
Irene Trom, Hankinson
Beatrice Domine, Oakes
Doris J Hankel, Oakes
Shirley J Syverson, (SLM), Oakes
Dianne L. Jordet, Sheldon
Myrtle S Bell, Wahpeton
Linda R. Grochow, Wahpeton
Marian E Haugen, Wyndmere
Alta Luebke, (HLM), Wyndmere
Geralene Violett, (HLM), Wyndmere
Unit 500
Louise E Geinert, (SLM)
Anne L. Hoff, (SLM)
Bernice Walther, (SLM)

Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; SLM - State
Life Member; VIM - Life Member/PUFL

We apologize for any omissions or incorrect information.

AFFORDABLE, SECURE 360° VIEW OF YOUR PROPERTY

WATCH
HOME AND BUSINESS SURVEILLANCE

Address: ________________________________________
Address 2: _______________________________________
City/State/Zip Code________________________________
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________

Purchases may also be made by phone at 701-253-5992 or online at
www.ndala.org

Our Axis P3717-PLE Network Camera gives
you 24/7 surveillance of your building or yard.
View live video, and surveillance history,
from anywhere using a secure mobile app.

Brought to you by the same company that
brings you local sports, live statewide:

SPORTS

888.475.2361
bek.coop
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District Reports

Greetings from District 1,
It seems like there is no getting
around talking about Covid 19. We are
all being affected in different ways and
to different levels by the virus. Many
of us are still going to work and doing
what we do. However there also many
for which life is very different. Many
Ben Bush
senior centers are in some form of lock
1st District Cmdr down. Even though we may not be able
to visit in person, we can always make a simple phone call
and truly brighten someone’s day.
As the election results are finalized, I hope that our
veteran community can once again set the example by
showing respect for the outgoing and incoming Presidents.
Our country has a lot of healing to do and who better to be
out in front of that than America’s veterans.
I salute all of you as we observed Veterans Day
on November 11th. There were many businesses and
restaurants that had special promotions for veterans. I hope
you safely took advantage of these offers.
Lastly, remember, if you haven’t renewed your
membership, please do so soon. Our members are our
strength. We need all of you.
Stay connected to your Post and to each other and stay
healthy.

Greetings from District 5,
With Veterans Day that has come
and gone, I would like to thank each
and every veteran and active duty
service member for your service. It’s
unfortunate, that due to COVID, there
probably wasn’t any ceremonies,
programs or gatherings to honor you and
active duty serving now. For our safety
Brad Huber
it was best we stay healthy, stay distant
th
5 District Cmdr
or stay home so we can press on and
get through this. This pandemic will pass, and I hope to see
each and every one health, happy and ready to support and
strengthen our legion. Again, I say thanks and I’m proud to
be a member of the North Dakota American Legion.
To the post’s, I offer any assistance I can to promote and
increase our membership so our legion will be bigger, better
and stronger for the future.
I would like to Thank Wilton Post 163 for the invite to
view their Veteran’s Day Assembly online virtual program
and specifically thank Emmalee Greff for the letter. Reading
your letter reminded me why I proudly served in the world
finest Navy and would do so again if asked.
To all the deer hunters, I hope you all have a safe and
successful hunt. I also hope in my next article that, if I
reference “COVID or pandemic” it will be past tense.
Finally, I’ll say it a third time to active duty Military and
Veterans, thank you all for your service. Hooyah!

Greetings from District 2,
Not much is going on because of
the coronavirus. We are still holding
our monthly post meetings and have
had our color guard at funerals that are
socially distanced. Hopefully we will
get a vaccine and get somewhat back
to normal.
Paul Daley
Next on the schedule, we have the
2nd District Cmdr District Oratorical Contests. Hopefully
we will be able to have the contests and keep this program
going.
Membership is going well, but I still thought we
should have more turned in by now. Let’s keep going out
and cleaning up memberships and picking up some new
members.

Greetings from District 7,
There’s not much going on in
District 7 these days with the Covid
concerns continuing, but as the District
Commander and also the Stanton Post
78 Commander, I presented a certificate
of recognition to the family of Ervin
Navratil. The certificate was presented to
Dean Navratil, Ervin’s son, recognizing
Vernon Laning
7th District Cmdr his father’s 71 years of membership in
the Stanton American Legion. Ervin
was a World War II veteran who had served in the European
theater and had been a dedicated Legion member since his
return to the states. He was 93 years old when he passed.

Greetings from District 3,
I hope this finds everyone safe
and sound and staying Healthy. Well,
here it is October 20th and we have 3-5
inches of snow on the ground. Which
I will take compared to this time last
year when we had 28 inches of snow
on the ground. I know this year has
Troy Reemtsma
been a struggle for many Posts to have
3rd District Cmdr meetings and do activities. Our Post has
struggled with this also, but we have
found ways to still make an impact in our community. We
have had our meetings starting in September and October.
We also hosted a First Responders Appreciation meal on
September 26th. We held this event outside in the Cando
City park where it was an open area. We served To Go
lasagna meals for First Responders and their family. Over
60 meals were served, and they really enjoyed it. If you
have done something in your community let us know.
With Covid 19 concerns, the Fall District Meetings
are not happening at this time. The State Headquarters will
keep us up-to-date on whether or not the Winter Conference
will be also happening. As I have said before, we are living
in strange times but keeping the lines of communication
open will only make us stronger. Keep in contact with your
members and see how they are doing to the best of your
abilities.
Keep up with your Membership. I’m not going to step
on a soap box because as a Post Adjutant I know it can
be a struggle sometimes with getting memberships in. You
don’t have to hound them; just a gentle nudge every now
and then works. Most of our Posts have met their goals, but
there are a still a few who haven’t. Try and do your best to
get our members renewed. As always you can call me with
questions.

Greetings from District 8,
I still hope that everyone is home,
safe and sound and HEALTHY. Please
remember, during this time of a health
emergency, to follow all CDC, Federal
and State recommendations. They have
been proven to work. The rate of new
infections can be slowed down. If any
George Petermann of your Post Members are sick or not
8th District Cmdr feeling well, please let someone know
and they will try to get you as much help
and support as they can.
Membership
Several notices. Ladies and Gentlemen, I have been
informed that the 8th District November 10 goal of 65% has
been exceeded to the tune of 70.99%. I knew you could do
it, I told people you could do it and now I can brag that you
did it. Thank you to all Posts that have met or exceeded
their membership goal. I know everyone is doing their
best, so I am giving all of you a simple reminder to keep
plugging away. If there is any way I can help you, your
membership or your Post, please do not hesitate to contact

For Quality, Affordability & Location,
call 701-293-RENT
3003 32nd Ave SW, Suite 280
Fargo, ND 58103
www.valleyrental.net
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me. I am here to help you in any way I can.
Boys State
I have also been informed by our illustrious and ever
knowledgeable ND Dept Adjutant, Ronald J Matthews, that
the 8th District is in need of a Boys State Vice Chairman.
If there is anyone in my District who would be willing to
step forward and accept the position, please contact either
me or Mr. Matthews to put your name in for consideration.
Oratorical
David Del Padre, 8th District Oratorical Contest
Chairman, has asked me to relay to all my District 8 posts
the following information. When all Posts have completed
their oratorical contests please e-mail your completed
forms, typed up, by December 4th, so he has time to make
final room coordinations. Also, any posts not running an
oratorical contest please let Mr. Del Padre know by e-mail
so he may know how many posts are available as sponsor
posts. Contact Mr. Del Padre at: mrdp5b@gmail.com.
Our Brotherhood does not end with the issuance of a
DD-214.
“I am but one, but I am one/I cannot do it alone, but I
can do something/what I can do, I ought to do/what I ought
to do, God help me/I will do.”
May God Bless You and Keep You
Greetings from District 9,
It has been a quiet fall for the
American Legion this year due to the
cancellations of meetings due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
It was certainly a different Veterans
Day without some of our larger events.
We’re still looking forward to a time
when normal routines can resume,
Tom Ryan
hopefully early next year.
9th District Cmdr
Everyone should be encouraged to
do Buddy Checks and contact fellow veterans to make sure
they are safe and doing well both mentally and physically.
This is very important for older veterans and veterans who
are alone, especially with the Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays approaching and the COVID-19 social distancing
guidelines remaining in place. These factors leave our
veterans more prone to depression. A call or visit means a
lot to them.
It is important for us to maintain membership. Any
Legionnaire who brings three eligible new members into
the American Legion will receive “A Foundation for the
Future” pin. In order to be eligible, the new member must
not have been a member during the 2019 membership year.
The Post Commanders and Adjutants please ensure
the Consolidated Post Report are current and up to date.
In closing, I want to encourage everyone to forge
ahead through these tough times as there are better days
ahead. Stay healthy and stay safe.
Greetings from District 10,
Once again, we find ourselves
coming into another holiday season. I
know I’ll be happy to put 2020 in the
books. This year has definitely been a
challenging one.
With the added stresses that
seem to accompany this time of year,
our Buddy Checks become more
Todd Rikke
10th District Cmdr significant. The impact that COVID-19
has had on all of our lives this year only
adds to those stress levels. Sometimes just a simple phone
call can make a major difference in the life of someone
who is struggling. Let’s not forget our fellow vets and let
them know that we care.
This is also the time of year that membership renewals
take on an added importance. Historically, renewals
slow down to a trickle once the calendar year changes.
Therefore, it is vital that we press on with getting this done.
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, there’s no
better time than today. If you’re looking for Christmas gift
ideas, paying for someone’s 2021 membership could give
you one less thing to worry about.
Hopefully, 2021 will bring us back to a little normalcy
and we can somewhat resume our usual American Legion
activities. I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and the
best wishes for a Happy New Year. For God and Country!

TED’S NORTHPORT TESORO
2740 North Broadway • Northport Shopping Center
Fargo, North Dakota 58102

(701) 232-8304
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100 Miles for Hope and Looking Forward
Greetings again to the Department of North Dakota!
The 2021 membership year is in full swing and I want to
encourage all squadrons to get their renewals going and do
not hold onto them. We have target dates going forward to
meet and I know you can do it. Upcoming target dates are
December 9 (45%), January 21 (60%), February 10 (75%),
and March 10 (80%). Let’s all do our part to get those
memberships in to reach these targets as a Detachment.
I want to congratulate Cando Squadron #79 on
receiving their charter in October. It is always exciting
for a new squadron to be formed, so let’s all do our part
to welcome them and support them as they get off the
ground. I want to again encourage Posts in the Department
to consider forming a SAL Squadron, as it is a fairly easy
process and you can reach out to myself or Department
Headquarters with any questions.
In August, Legion National Commander James “Bill”
Oxford kicked off his 100 Miles for Hope campaign that
concluded on Veterans Day. Participants were challenged
to walk, run, bike, or ride motorcycle 100 miles in that
time. I issued the challenge to join me in that and recently
completed my 100 miles.
District 10 also got involved in the challenge.
According to Bruce Hedtke, the American Legion Riders
organized the ride event for October 10, 2020. With harvest
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in full swing not all people who bought the T-shirt were
able to attend. Wayne Braaten, Toni Baer, Tom Manley,
Gerald Puetz and Bruce Hedtke, members of ALR District
10 with their friend Marvin Dean completed the run. They
left Barney, ND, and continued to Wahpeton, Fairmount,
Hankinson and Wyndmere and returned to Barney. At each
town they went to the memorials and took pictures. The
weather was fine, and fun was had by all. They met a few
people at some stops and explained the event. People were
happy about it.
I want to take a moment to apologize for not having
a planned online meeting since my last column in
September. I also want to express my heartfelt thanks to
the Department of North Dakota for sending me a relief
check, as I unfortunately suffered a fire that swept through
my apartment building on August 10, destroying virtually
everything I owned. Fortunately, I was not home at the
time, as I was at my Post’s meeting that night. I am in a new
place and am doing well getting on my feet and replacing
my lost things.
As of this writing, the Department Winter Conference
is still scheduled for late January in Dickinson, but with
reduced events and capacities at the moment because of
the pandemic it might not take place. It is my intention
if the technology is available at the time to have the
Detachment meeting a virtual option, so members unable

to attend because of the situation can still participate. More
information will be coming as this event draws closer.
As we enter the holiday season, I want to urge you
to check on fellow members and participate in any
Post activities, as you are able to. This year has been a
challenging one for our organization, but we can overcome
this challenge and continue to reach our goals. Also, please
continue the buddy checks of our members and larger
Legion Family members.
I want to ask all of you that happen to be on Facebook
to follow and like our Detachment Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaSAL. There you
can share events your squadron is doing, ask questions and
network with one another. We are also looking for more
folks to help provide content for it, so please let me know
if you are able to help with this.
In closing, I want to thank you for the honor and
privilege of serving as your Detachment Commander and
to make myself available to you, so please feel free to
email me at daniel.sauerwein@gmail.com with questions,
or call/text me at 218-791-3804. I wish you all a safe and
happy fall. Thank you for all you do for the Sons of the
American Legion and keep up the great work.
For God and Country.

Employers Recognized for Employing and Retaining
America’s Veterans
On November 10, 2020, the U.S. Department of
Labor recognized 675 employers with the HIRE Vets
Medallion Award for recruiting, employing and retaining
America’s veterans. These employers represent 49 states
and the District of Columbia and attest to hiring more
than 37,000 veterans since 2018. Two North Dakota
employers, Midwest AgEnergy Group LLC of Underwood,
and Northern Testing, Inc of Minot, each received a
Gold Medallion. This is the second consecutive year that
Midwest AgEnergy has received the Gold Medallion.
The awards were presented at a virtual ceremony hosted
by Secretary of Labor Eugene Scalia at the Department’s
headquarters in Washington, D.C.
“The recipients of the 2020 HIRE Vets Medallion
Awards demonstrated a commitment to hiring veterans and
helping them develop meaningful, long-term careers,” said
U.S. Secretary of Labor Eugene Scalia. “From small-town
businesses to Fortune 500 companies, these employers

understand that veterans are uniquely qualified and
dedicated employees who make significant contributions
in the workplace.”
In 2017, President Donald J. Trump signed the
Honoring Investments in Recruiting and Employing
American Military Veterans Act (HIRE Vets Act) of 2017. In
2018, the Department conducted a Program Demonstration
which recognized 239 employers and the official program
launched in 2019 and recognized 427 employers.
Learn more about the HIRE Vets Medallion recipients,
which include small businesses, community-based
nonprofits and national corporations.
Recipients of the 2020 HIRE Vets Medallion Awards
attested to meeting the rigorous employment and veteran
integration assistance criteria, including veteran hiring
and retention percentages; availability of veteran-specific
resources; leadership programming for veterans; dedicated
human resource efforts; and/or compensation and tuition

(701) 852-1491

assistance programs for veterans.
Applications for the 2021 HIRE Vets Medallion
Program will open to employers on January 31,
2021. For more information about the HIRE Vets
Medallion, or assistance with applying, please visit
www.HireVets.gov or contact Marlys Morgenstern, State
Director, U.S. Department of Labor Veterans Employment
and Training Service at morgenstern.marlys.a@dol.gov.
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The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”
Fargo – Post #2
Quamme, Hollis...................................06/29/2020
Hillsboro – Post #4
Ebertowski, Alan..................................10/28/2020
Grove, Douglas....................................10/09/2020
Schlichmann, Raymond......................10/11/2020
Grand Forks – Post #6
Axtman, R. M.......................................07/26/2020
Kasowichz, Michael.............................05/03/2020
Krump, Matthews................................11/23/2018
Rupp, Bruce........................................11/03/2019
Wogsland, Herb...................................12/24/2019
Mayville – Post #8
Brustad, George..................................07/21/2020
Ray – Post #9
Cothran, Richard........................... Unknown DOD
Viall, Raymond J..................................10/15/2020
Engel, Jerome................................ Unknown DOD
Walter, Leo...........................................10/16/2020
Cavalier – Post #11
Pflaum, Don................................... Unknown DOD
Jamestown – Post #14
Williams, Donald..................................07/17/2017
Sykeston – Post #17
Friezen, Roland...................................11/02/2020
Wahpeton – Post #20
Holden, Larry.......................................08/18/2020
Bjerkager, Phillip..................................09/18/2020
Shannon, Gerald.................................09/21/2020
Kath, Lyle.............................................10/08/2020
Peterson, Edward................................10/20/2020
Moulsoff, James..................................10/29/2020
Thane, Russell.....................................11/10/2020
Rugby – Post #23
Fossum, Phillip....................................11/01/2020
Jordan, Daryl.......................................10/30/2020
Carrington – Post #25
Fandrich, James............................ Unknown DOD
Kolden, Ronald.............................. Unknown DOD
Minot – Post #26
Bennett, Harry.....................................08/03/2020
Hanson, George..................................07/03/2020
Kolb, William........................................06/20/2020
Lawrence, Adams................................08/21/2020
Watford City – Post #29
Johnson, Wallace.......................... Unknown DOD
Linseth, Paul.................................. Unknown DOD
Thompson, H.C.........
Unknown DOD
Watford City – Squad #29
Omlid, Arden.......................................08/27/2020
New Rockford – Post #30
Nygaard, Arden...................................10/18/2020
Taylor, Roy..............
10/27/2020
Oakes – Post #36
Brown, Ralph................................. Unknown DOD
Olien, Arthur........................................07/31/2020
Baasch, James....................................10/16/2020
Williston – Post #37
Eder, Linus................................................03/2020
Velva – Post #39
Wunderlich, Donald.............................10/25/2020
Mandan – Post #40
Gleason, Robert D......................... Unknown DOD
Smith, Fred Jr................................ Unknown DOD
Koch, Steven.......................................07/14/2019
Schmautz, Leonard.............................10/06/2020
Bottineau – Post #42
Nelson, Curtis......................................02/20/2020
Carson – Post #45
Lyons, Ronald......................................08/13/2020
McDowall, Gene..................................09/15/2020

Zeller, Reuben......................................10/28/2020
Killdeer – Post #46
Linseth, Lynn................................. Unknown DOD
Bowman – Post #48
Ohm, Durwood....................................11/02/2020
Snavely, Leslie.....................................10/15/2020
Reeder – Post #51
Zahn, Morris........................................07/27/2020
Ashley – Post #53
Geist, Samuel......................................08/05/2020
New England – Post #66
Kathrein, Jack......................................10/29/2020
Mott – Post #71
Peters, Kenny................................ Unknown DOD
Pembina – Post #77
Colvin, Donald.....................................05/25/2018
Stanton – Post #78
Navratil, Ervin................................ Unknown DOD
Cando – Post #79
Dix, Charlie..........................................10/27/2020
Farbo, Dale..........................................10/10/2020
Lee, Edward........................................09/09/2020
Lidgerwood – Squadron #84
Berg, Lyle....................................... Unknown DOD
Mattson, Dale................................ Unknown DOD
Minnewaukan – Post #86
Palmer, Wesley MD..............................11/02/2020
Wishek – Post #87
Krueger, Harold...................................09/07/2020
Center – Post #90
Huwe, Lyle...........................................09/17/2020
Etherington, John................................11/07/2020
New Salem – Post #91
Donner, Curtis......................................09/24/2020
Portland – Post #93
Olson, Hartvick...................
10/11/2020
Alexander – Post #94
Weber, Arthur................................. Unknown DOD
Willow City – Post #112
Diepolder, Donald.......................... Unknown DOD
Hettinger – Post #115
Ketterling, Richard............................... 09/09/2020
Bowbells – Post #127
Peterson, Wilmar........................... Unknown DOD
Stanley – Post #134
Rasch, Alvin................................... Unknown DOD
Aune, Donald................................ Unknown DOD
McVille – Post #135
Opsahl, Wayne.............................. Unknown DOD
Sateren, Dennis............................. Unknown DOD
Ellendale – Post #137
Paul, Loren D................................. Unknown DOD
Tioga – Post #139
Magnuson, Harold......................... Unknown DOD
Kerbaugh, Laverne........................ Unknown DOD
Kjosen, Merrell............................... Unknown DOD
Belfield – Post #144
Andreas, George.................................10/09/2020
Anheluk, David E................................ 02/10/2020
Obritsch, Kenneth...............................08/18/2020
Ott, Dale..............................................11/03/2020
Edgeley – Post #146
Kipp, O.W...................................... Unknown DOD
Park River – Post #147
Brevik, Michael.............................. Unknown DOD
Dahlen, David......................................09/27/2020
Hylden, Donald....................................10/10/2020
Dazey – Post #149
Muncy, Keith.................................. Unknown DOD
Granville – Post #155
Livingston, Herb..................................10/30/2020

www.BNCbank.com

Wilton – Post #163
Greisch, Richard..................................09/12/2020
Schaeffer, Gaylen................................04/21/2020
Monroe, Jerry................................ Unknown DOD
Thompson – Post #181
Hovet, Terry................................... Unknown DOD
Rhame – Post #188
Kruger, Delbert.............................. Unknown DOD
Donnybrook – Post #195
Munch, Jerome...................................10/23/2020
Pisek – Post #208
Kaste, Norman......................................11/3/2020
New Leipzig – Post #211
Baesler, Eugene............................. Unknown DOD
Schafer, Ernest.............................. Unknown DOD
Mountain – Post #227
Olafson, Dean................................ Unknown DOD
Rolla – Post #235
Reese, David................................. Unknown DOD
Michigan – Post #238
Miller, Dennis.......................................08/17/2020
Hoople – Post #240
Anderson, James................................04/27/2020
Neche – Post #242
Horsley, Garnet, Sr........................ Unknown DOD
Forest River – Post #251
Roe, Robert................................... Unknown DOD
White Shield – Post #253
Howard, Dana......................................03/16/2019
Butte – Post #270
Schatz, Wayne.....................................09/04/2020
Krueger, Gust......................................08/31/2020
Fordville – Post #274
Ness, Gunnard.............................. Unknown DOD
Forbes – Post #277
Strand, William.............................. Unknown DOD
Galchutt – Squadron #282
Spur, Rusty.................................... Unknown DOD
Wold, Thomas............................... Unknown DOD
Harwood – Post #297
Lehse, James......................................10/23/2020
Tandsater, Gary...................................08/27/2020
Bireley, Dwight.....................................02/05/2019
Manvel – Post #299
Bushaw, Harry.....................................09/29/2020
Post #500
Secrest, TL..........................................06/19/2020
Luger, Lawrence..................................09/28/2020
Weixel, Gene.......................................10/09/2018

INSPIRED BY
OUR TROOPS
Eide Bailly is proud to support our
men and women in uniform, both
past and present. We thank them
for their service.

eidebailly.com

stroh
a r ch i t ec t s

West Dakota
Oil C Store

450 Villard Street East
Dickinson, North Dakota
Member FDIC
Bismarck • Crosby • Garrison • Kenmare • Linton • Mandan • Stanley • Watford City

(701) 225-4700
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Harvey American Legion
North Dakota American Legion Commander Kenny
Wiederholt (center) presented a framed certificate to the
Harvey American Legion Post in recognition of the 100th
Anniversary of the Frank E. Curry Post 28. Accepting
the certificate were Harvey Legion members Steve Volk
(left) and Dean Johnson (right). The Harvey American
Legion held a special recognition program and supper
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, at the Eagles Club where
Legion members Bernie Reindel and Donald Schmidt were
recognized for their 50-year membership to the American
Legion.

North Dakota Legion News

Sanford Health Honors Employees of The Year
By Med Magazine
Sanford Health recently announced its employee of
the year award winners for 2020. Winners are nominated
by their peers for demonstrating the organization’s values.
This year, one Fargo employee received Sanford’s only
Sanford Health Veteran of the Year award.
Cathy Keogh, a registered nurse with Sanford Home
Health and Community Based Services, was honored as
the Sanford Health Veteran of the Year. Keogh served in
the North Dakota Army National Guard for 28 years and
has worked for Sanford for 38 years. She has been an
advocate for her patients and especially veterans in her
patient care role. Keogh has also volunteered for the Red
River Valley Veterans Concert Band, the North Dakota
American Legion State Band, AMVETS, the American
Legion, State Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Board
and North Dakota Veterans Home in Lisbon, North Dakota
Governing Board, as well as working as a parish nurse for
Nativity Catholic Church.
The Sanford Health Veteran of the Year Award was
established in 2018 by the Sanford Health Department
of Veterans and Military Services. This award recognizes
an employee with current or prior military service who
displays the qualities of professionalism, adaptability,
stability, critical thinking, service excellence and

accountability. The recipient honorably represents their
military service, supports veteran’s programs or initiatives
and shows compassion and respect to fellow veterans, as
well as Sanford patients, visitors, co-workers and members
of the community.

Fargo American Legion Post 2 First Vice Commander Cathy
Keogh, pictured with Bradley Reed, fellow Sanford employee and
current member of the North Dakota Army National Guard.

Have You Paid Your
2021 Membership
Dues?
Forest River American
Legion Post 251

Not present at the 100 Year Centennial Ben Muscha a 60-year
member and Robert E. Lee a 50-year member.

The Hope American Legion wanted to show
community support for our local law enforcement.
On September 21, 2020, Hope American Legion
gave each member of the Steele County Sheriff’s
Department a Law Enforcement Appreciation Award
and a $25 gift card for the Hope cafe in appreciation
for their service to our community.
Accepting awards for Steele County Sheriff’s
Department is Deputy Rick Czaplewski pictured with
Post #18 Adjutant Dennis Kubischta.

Forest River Legion built in 1998

Forest River Legion New Sign

Fessenden Post 33 and Goodrich Post 56 Joined In With Harvey’s 100th Anniversary Celebration.

Swearing in new Post 14 officers, Post Finance Officer Cliff
Herrick, Post Sergeant at Arms John Kartes, Post Commander
Dennis Mansavage, 1st Vice Post Commander Paul Monson, 2nd
Vice Post Commander Tom Thrift, and Past District 4 Commander
Roger Parsons

Past Post Commander Delmer Davis handing over the gavel to
Post 14 Commander Dennis Mansavage.
Forest River Legion New Monument in Honor of all who Served
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 40 MANDAN, ND
VETERAN MEMORIAL 100TH ANNIVERSARY PROJECT
This project was started in the fall of 2018. Post
Commander Chuck Weiand made a motion during the
September 2018 meeting that Post 40 put aside $10,000
dollars for a Memorial as a 100th Birthday project of the
American Legion and dedicate it to all veterans who served
in all branches of service past, present and future.
This project was to be in conjunction with the
2.1-million-dollar renovation of Mandan Veterans
Memorial Ballpark. The Mandan Baseball Club who has
taken over the responsibilities of managing the American
Legion Baseball program from Post 40. Commander
Weiand also serves on the Board of Directors of the
Mandan Baseball Club made the recommendation to have
this Memorial located at the new renovated ballpark. It
was approved by the club to include this project in the
renovation. The Mandan Park allowed us a small piece of
ground behind the grandstands to place this memorial.
Commander Weiand went to Mandan Memorial to
design and purchase the stone and it was ordered February

of 2019. Also, Post 40 purchased three flag poles which
were erected on a concrete base at the Ballpark. The
Memorial was completed in May of 2019 dedicated and
unveiled between a double header baseball game on 27
June 2019. A small ceremony was held and MC’d by

Post Commander Chuck Weiand with several veterans as
special guests in attendance. Thanks to all who made this
project a reality.

Mandan

Minot Post 26 Chartered
Cub Scouts

Veterans Helping Veterans

Commander Frank Rothschiller (left) presents Charlie Smith with
his 50-year recognition certificate

Rugby Post 23 Nominates
Two for Awards

The Clarence Larson American Legion Post 23 in Rugby
selected two members on October 15, 2020, for two state-level
awards for distinguished service within their posts.
Post Commander John Gustafson nominated longtime members
Ron Montonye and Tilman Hovland for the honors.
Gustafson said post members voted recently at a regular
meeting to nominate member Montonye for the American Legion
Department of North Dakota Legionnaire of the Year award.
Members also voted to nominate Hovland for the American
Legion Distinguished Service award.
“Both of these awards have slightly different criteria but are
similar in that they are both for those who continually go above
and beyond,” Gustafson said in a written statement.
Gustafson said Hovland and Montonye “were both unanimously
chosen by members of Post 23 present at the meeting conducted
on the eighth of October. They both exemplify the spirit of the
American Legion motto, ‘For God and Country.’”
“Their nominations will be forwarded to the American Legion
Department of North Dakota in West Fargo for consideration for
award at the state level,” Gustafson added.

John Gustafson, center, Post Commander of the Clarence
Larson American Legion Post 23 in Rugby, poses with Arlene
Johnson, left and Angie Busch, right, two surviving spouses of
Vietnam-era veterans. Gustafson presented them with pins and
certificates recently to thank them for their late husbands’ service.
Gustafson said all surviving spouses of service members serving
November 1, 1955, through May 1, 1975, regardless of location,
are eligible “to receive recognition from a grateful nation.”
For more information about the program to honor Vietnam-era
service members or spouses, contact Gustafson at airguard@min.
midco.net, or call 681-9329.
Sue Sitter, Reporter, The Pierce County Tribune

On October 17-18, 2020, Post Commander Millo
Wallace and Scott Virtue setup and ran the JOTA-JOTI
for Minot’s chartered Cub Scout pack. There were many
questions and the scouts were able to be on the HAMM
Radio. They picked up morse code and how to do
the alphabet by Phonetic. The radio setup was from an
old tube type radio to all new solid-state radio, going to a
portable antenna. They all had a great time.
JOTA-JOTI (Jamboree-on-the-Air-Jamboree-on-theInternet) is the world’s largest digital Scout event taking
place on the Internet and over the airwaves. Held every year
in October, the event connects millions of young people
around the world for a full weekend of online activities
that promote friendship and global citizenship. JOTAJOTI enables young people and volunteers to participate
in fun and engaging group activities over the Internet and
amateur radio focused on developing 21st century skills
through Scouting.

On October 4, Dickinson American Legion Matthew
Brew Post 3 members Todd Otto, Stan Davis and Christie
Chernich winterized a veteran’s home in Dickinson for the
upcoming winter. Their pitching in and helping Veterans
makes a huge difference. The Veteran commented that
he really appreciated them doing this and it has made a
huge difference in keeping the house warm. Kudos to
the Matthew Brew Post 3 for reaching out to their local
veterans and making a difference.

Quilts of Valor Presentation
Harwood Richard E. Nelson Memorial Post 297
At the Harwood Post 297 meeting on October 13,
2020, two local veterans received quilts from the Quilts
of Valor organization. LouAnn Lee and Renee Gauslow
along with granddaughter Ina Gauslow, presented quilts
to Nils Buringrud, Gardner Post 132 and Lowell “Woody”
Folstad, Harwood Post 297. Nils Buringrud is a Marine
Corps WWII war veteran, he served in the Pacific. Woody
Folstad is an Army Vietnam war veteran. Renee Gauslow’s
granddaughter Ina helped sew the quilt for Woody Folstad.
The mission of Quilts of Valor is to cover Service Members
and Veterans touched by war with comforting and healing
quilts.
Quilts of Valor Foundation began in 2003 with a dream,
literally a dream. Founder Catherine Robert’s son Nat was

deployed in Iraq. According to Catherine, the dream was
as vivid as real life. I saw a young man sitting on the side
of his bed in the middle of the night hunched over. The
permeating feeling was one of utter despair. I could see
his war demons clustered around him dragging him down
into an emotional gutter. Then, as if viewing a movie, I
saw him in the next scene wrapped in a quilt. His whole
demeanor changed from one of despair to one of hope and
well-being. The quilt had made this dramatic change. The
message of my dream was: Quilts = Healing. The model
appeared simple: have a volunteer team who would donate
their time and materials to make a quilt. One person would
piece the top and the other would quilt it. I saw the name
for this special quilt. It was a Quilt of Valor, a QOV.

Ina Gauslow, Granddaughter of Renee Gauslow, Lowell “Woody”
Folstad, Harwood Post 297 and Renee Gauslow, Quilts of Valor

Nils Buringrud, Gardner Post 132 and LouAnn Lee, Quilts of Valor
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American Legion Department of ND
2021 Winter Conference Tentative Schedule
Dickinson Roosevelt Grand Dakota Hotel
701-483-5600
January 28-31, 2021
Thursday, January 28, 2021
4:00 pm................................... DEC

Friday, January 29, 2021
9:00 am.................................... Foundation
11:00 am.................................... Organizational Meeting
2:00 pm................................... Membership Training on MyLegion
2:00 pm................................... DSO Office Hours
3:00 pm................................... National Guard and Reserve
4:00 pm................................... 40 et 8
5:00 pm................................... Social
6:00 pm................................... Banquet

Saturday, January 30, 2021
8:00 am.................................... DSO Office Hours
8:00 am.................................... SAL

Saturday, January 30 Cont.
8:00 am.................................... VA&R
9:00 am.................................... American Legion Riders
9:00 am.................................... Oratorical Committee
10:00 am.................................... Boys State
1:00 pm................................... Oratorical Contest
1:00 pm................................... DSO Office Hours
4:00 pm................................... Athletic
4:00 pm................................... Delegate Selection

Sunday, January 31, 2021
8:00 am.................................... DSO Office Hours
9:00 am.................................... Americanism/C&Y
10:00 am.................................... Press Association
11:00 am.................................... Memorial Service

Electric Utilities • Ground Source Heat • Pump Sales & Service

4111 State Street • Bismarck, ND
(701) 223-1513 • Fax (701) 223-1557

2021 Winter Conference

Registration, Banquet Ticket and Contact Tracing Form

January 29-31, 2021 at the Roosevelt Grand Dakota Hotel in Dickinson
Please call the Roosevelt by 1/7/2021 to get a discounted room rate of $79 per night.

The Department and hotel are following the ND Smart Restart protocols to ensure a fun safe Winter Conference.
Each attendee and their guests must register due to the ND Smart Restart contact tracing protocols. Each attendee
must register individually and are limited to one banquet ticket. Your guest must complete a separate registration
form to attend the banquet. All registration and banquet ticket fees increase by $10 after 1/5/2021.

Post/Unit/Squadron Location ______________________ Post/Unit/Squad # ________ District # ________
Banquet Tickets - Limit 1 Banquet Ticket per Form

Which registration fee(s) are you paying?

Date: Friday, January 29, 2021
Time: 6:00 pm
Menu: Roast Beef
Cost: $25 before 1/5/2021
$35 after 1/5/2021

____
____
____
____
____

Banquet ticket sales are stipulated by the COVID seating
capacities and are sold on a first come first served basis.

PLEASE NOTE: There is a $10 late fee for all registrations
and tickets paid after January 5, 2021.

Please mail the registration form and payment to
ND American Legion
405 West Main Ave Suite 4-A
West Fargo, ND 58078
PLEASE DO NOT MAIL WITH SWEEPSTAKES

All fees are refundable due to COVID cancellations.

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138

Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

Banquet ticket ($25 before 1/5/2021 and limit of 1 ticket)
American Legion ($25 before 1/5/2021)
American Legion Auxiliary ($15 before 1/5/2021)
Sons of the American Legion ($25 before 1/5/2021)
Guest of a Legion Family Member ($0)

ONLY ONE PERSON ALLOWED PER FORM

Name __________________________________________

PA I N T I N G CO N T R AC TO R
P O B OX 94 8 FA R G O

Phone #___________________________________
Email _____________________________________
Are you staying at the Roosevelt Hotel? Yes / No

Total Amount Enclosed $________

(701) 282-9 2 2 5

