
Distinguished 
Service Award

Larry Lein

Nominated by Gilbert 
C. Grafton American 
Legion Post #2, Larry Lein 
has been selected for the 
North Dakota American 
Legion 2023 Distinguished 
Service Award of the Year. 
Larry is an active member 
of Post #2 in Fargo and the 
community.

Larry graduated 
from Fargo Central High 
School. He enlisted in 
the United States Army 
at Brooke Army Medical 
Center, Fort Sam Houston, TX. Larry retired from Welu 
Dental Laboratory after 47 years as a Dental Technician.

Larry has been a member of the American Legion 
for 52 years. He served as Post #2 Vice Commander, 
and Commander. He served as the First District Vice 
Commander and First District Commander and the Eastern 
Region Vice Commander. And served on the Veteran’s 
Employment and Education Commission on the National 
level. 

Larry is a member of Post #2 Color Guard/Honor 
Guard since the 1990’s and is a very dedicated participant in 
funerals, parades and presenting Colors at Legion baseball 
games. He is currently in the leadership role for the Color/
Honor Guard since 2016 and coordinates the training of 
new members of this group. He is also very active with 
the 40 et 8 and has held many positions.  He continues to 
present flags for 1st graders with the local schools every 
year.  

His community involvement includes being a member 
of the United Patriotic Bodies committee and the Fargo 
National Cemetery Honor Guard committee and is 
involved in the Fargo National Cemetery Honor Guard 
since the dedication of the cemetery in 2019.

Larry has been married to his wife Diana for 54 years 
and they have two children Rebecca and Brodie and two 
grandchildren Alex and Kelsey.

The Distinguished Service Award will be presented 
to Larry Lein on Saturday, June 24, during the annual 
Department Convention on June 23-25, 2023, at the 
Bismarck Hotel.

Nominated by the 
Grand Forks American 
Legion Post #6, Brian 
Maas of the Grand Forks 
AFB Fire Department, 
was selected for the North 
Dakota American Legion 
2022 Firefighter of the 
Year by the ND American 
Legion.

Brian was born in 
Milwaukee, WI, and 
graduated in 2002.  On 
August 6, 2002, he enlisted 
in the US Air Force.  
After graduating basic 
training, he attended 
Louis F. Garland Fire Academy in Texas.  After completing 
this academy, he received orders to Mountain Air Force 
Base in Idaho and honed his skills as a firefighter.  Brian had 
several orders to many different bases and eventually was 
moved to the Grand Forks AFB where he took over the role 
of Assistant Fire Chief of Operations.  He has joined with 
the Emerado Volunteer Fire Department to help build strong 
community ties. He was selected to fill the role of Deputy 
Fire Chief in helping to bring the first regional air show in 
ten years.

Firefighter Maas has accomplished so much.  He 
received the Grand Forks AFB Fire Officer of the Year 
Award. Oversees and schedules monthly training programs 
and supervises and directs 10.4K hours of continuing 
education units. Developed award program protocols and 
was selected for logistic officer approval and led four award 
teams just to name a few.  He has earned 15 college credits at 
American Military University and primed for dual Master of 
Science degrees in Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security.

Brian Maas will be recognized during the Department 
Convention on June 24, 2023, at the Bismarck Hotel.

Brian Maas

Firefighter of the 
Year Selected

Nominated by Loyd 
Spetz American Legion Post 
#1 of Bismarck, ND, Justin 
Hoag has been selected 
for the 2022 Ray Atol Law 
Enforcement Officer of the 
Year Award, by the North 
Dakota American Legion. 

Justin began his law 
enforcement career in 2008 
with the Steele County 
Sheriff’s Department 
as a Patrol Deputy then 
was hired in 2011 by the 
McLean County Sheriff’s 
Department as a Patrol 
Deputy.  In 2013 he was hired by the Burleigh County Sheriff’s 
Department and is currently serving as a Deputy Sheriff.

Justin serves as a member of the Swift Water Rescue 
Team as an Airboat Operator.  He is a member of the West 
Dakota SWAT Team and is a Field Training Officer for the 
Department.  Justin also teaches combative control techniques 
and other law enforcement topics to new recruit Deputies.  

Justin has been decorated by the Burleigh County 
Sheriff’s Department not once but twice.  He has earned the 
Combat Star during a shooting while deployed with the West 
Dakota SWAT Team.  He has also earned the greatest award, 
the Legion of Honor.  This was earned during a rescue after an 
anhydrous ammonia spill in rural Burleigh County while on 
patrol by himself.  

Justin married his wife Breana in 2017 and was blessed 
with a son named Easton. Justin spends his free time with his 
family and friends hunting, fishing and shooting or at his lake 
cabin enjoying the summer. Congratulations to Deputy Hoag 
for being recognized as a leader within the Law Enforcement 
family.  He will be recognized during the Department of North 
Dakota American Legion’s Annual Convention held this June 
23-25, 2023,at the Bismarck Hotel.

Justin Hoag

Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year

Nominated by 
Washburn Post #12, Bruce 
Sailer has been selected 
for the 2022 recipient of 
the Legionnaire of the 
Year Award by the ND 
American Legion. Bruce 
has 14 continuous years 
of membership with the 
American Legion and is a 
Paid-up-For- Life member 
in Post #12.

Bruce grew up 
in Pick City, ND, and 
attended school in 
Riverdale, ND.  Bruce joined the Army and served 26 
months overseas in Germany in a support company.  He 
also served four years as member of the National Guard. 
He attended Devils Lake Junior College in building and 
construction.  After working a few years in residential 
construction, he was then employed by the National Park 
Service until he retired as a Facility Manager.     

Bruce has served as Post Adjutant for 14 years.  He 
has initiated and accomplished a wide variety of programs 
and issues. He led the drafting of the new Post By-Laws 
and working with the finances.  Completed a three-page 
summary of the Post’s operation and programs under the 
four pillars of the American Legion. Organized and led the 
veterans funeral color guards and weapons salute. 

Post #12 selected Bruce to be Legionnaire of the Year 
based on service to the Legion and community. Bruce 
organizes the Color Guard for the presentation of the 
National Anthem at school activities.  Worked with the 
new signage for the post and worked with the remodel of 
the kitchen in the City’s Memorial building. Is an active 
member of a committee of veterans and community 
members developing a Veterans Memorial Community 
Park that includes picnic shelter, performance shelter, 
restrooms and Veteran’s memorial area.

Bruce will be recognized on Saturday, June 24 during 
the American Legion’s Department Convention on June 
23-25, 2023, at the Bismarck Hotel.

Legionnaire of 
the Year

Bruce Sailer

2023 SPRING MEETINGS
The 2023 North Dakota American Legion Spring 

Meetings will be held March 11, 18, 23, 25, and 26 and 
April 1, 15 and 22.

Department Commander Dan Brown would like 
all posts to be represented at their respective District 
Meeting and take an active part in the selection of the 
District Commander and District Vice Commander.

Each District will have the opportunity to confirm 
the appointment of their Vice Commander to represent 
them as District Commander for the upcoming Legion 

year.  Each District will also select an individual to fill 
the District vice Commander position.  This individual 
will serve one year as the Vice Commander and with 
hopes of being confirmed as District Commander the 
following year.

In addition to election of new officers, reports will 
be given on the recently concluded Oratorical Contest 
and the upcoming Boys State Session and American 
Legion Baseball season.

2023 SPRING MEETINGS
District  1 –  April 1 ....... Hope - 1:00 pm registration and 2:00 pm meeting 
District  2 –  April 15 ..... Park River - 2:00 pm social, 3:00 pm meeting
District  3 –  March 26 .. York - 3:00-4:00 pm social, 4:00 pm meeting with dinner to follow  
District  4 –  March 23 .. Jamestown, Vets Club - 5:00 pm social, 6:00 pm dinner with 7:00 pm meeting 
District  5 –  March 25 .. Bismarck Amvets - 12:30 pm registration and 1:00 pm meeting 
District  6 –  March 11 .. Velva Legion, 201 Main St. N. - 11:00 am meeting with meal to follow  
District  7 –  March 18 .. Mandan Eagles Club - 11:30 am lunch and 1:30 pm meeting 
District  8 –  March 25 .. Belfield - 4:00 pm meeting 
District  9 –  April 22 ..... Tioga - Neset Consulting, 11:00 am social, 12:00 pm lunch with 1:00 pm meeting 
District 10 – March 31 .. Lisbon Golf Course - 5:00 pm social and 6:00 pm meeting
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ND American Legion Oratorial Contest
Casey Kruger a senior of Valley City High School 

sponsored by Valley City Post #60, was named the North 
Dakota American Legion Oratorical Champion following 
the 2023 State Contest on January 28th at the Grand Hotel 
in Minot.

The purpose of The American Legion’s High School 
Oratorical Contest is to develop a deeper knowledge and 
appreciation of the Constitution of the United States on 
the part of high school students.  Objectives of the contest 
include the development of leadership qualities, the 
ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the 
preparation for acceptance of the duties and responsibilities, 
the rights and privileges of American citizenship.

State Champion Kruger received a $250 cash 
scholarship provided by the ND American Legion, a 
$175 Cash Scholarship Award from the Sam Tolchinsky 
Endowment Fund, administered by the ND Community 
Foundation, and the C.W. Leifur Traveling Trophy, which 
will remain with him until next year’s contest.  He had 
previously won a $300 Cash Award from the ND American 
Legion and a desk set as the 1st Place Eastern Division 
Champion along with a $300 Cash Award from the Chuck 
Schroeder Memorial Oratorical Fund for winning the 1st 
District Contest. 

Casey moves on to the National Contest, which 
will be held in Indianapolis, IN, April 21-23, 2023. Top 
winners from all states will come together at one site for 
competition.  Casey will receive a $2,000 Scholarship for 
competing in the first round of the National Contest.  If 
he wins the first round, he will advance to and participate 
in the second round and will receive an additional $2,000 
Scholarship if eliminated or if he advances to the National 
Finals, he will win either $25,000 - $22,500 or $20,000 in 
scholarships. Casey is the son of Lee Kruger.

Second Place went to Eva Rykowsky of Mandan, 
daughter of Jon and Kellie Rykowsky, who won the 5th 
District Contest, sponsored by Bismarck Post #1, and 
finished First in the West Division. Eva is a Senior at St. 
Mary’s Central High School in Bismarck.  She will receive 
$200 from the ND American Legion and $125 from the 
Sam Tolchinsky Endowment Fund for Second Place to go 
along with the $300 Cash Award from the Chuck Schroeder 

Memorial Oratorical Fund 
for winning the 5th District 
Contest and $300 Cash 
Award and a desk pen set 
for First Place in the West 
Division.  

Malachi Dilse, a Junior 
from Scranton High School, 
will receive a $150 cash 
scholarship from the North 
Dakota American Legion 
and $50 from the Kennelly 
Scholarship Award for 
finishing Third at State.  As 
the 8th District winner, she 
received a $300 Cash Award 
from the Chuck Schroeder 
Memorial Oratorical Fund.  
Malachi finished Second 
in the Western Division 
Contest and earned a $200 
Cash Award from the ND 
American Legion and a desk pen set. Malachi is the 
daughter of Stuart and Katie Dilse.

McKenna Wilke, a Junior from Cando High School, 
finished in Fourth Place at the State Contest and she will 
take home a $100 Cash Award from the ND American 
Legion.  McKenna won the 3rd District Contest and a 
$300 Cash Award from the Chuck Schroeder Memorial 
Oratorical Fund.  She finished Second in the Eastern 
Division Contest and earned a $200 Cash Award from the 
ND American Legion and a desk pen set. McKenna is the 
daughter of Elizabeth Lee-Wilke.

The North Dakota American Legion provides for the 
Cash Awards earned at the Divisional Contests.  Cash won at 
the District level contests come from the Chuck Schroeder 
Memorial Oratorical Contest Fund now administered by 
the ND American Legion.  District winners receive Cash 
Awards of $300 for First, $200 for Second and $100 for 
Third.  This year $5,450 in Cash Awards was earned by the 
winners of The American Legion High School Oratorical 
Contest in North Dakota.

1st District 1st Place Casey Kruger, Valley City, Senior. 
2nd Place Madeline Abbott, Fargo, Junior. 3rd Place Jora 
Leeseberg, Hillsboro, Senior. 
2nd District  No Contestants.  
3rd District  1st Place McKenna Wilke, Cando, Senior.
4th District  No Contestants
5th District 1st Place Eva Rykowsky, Mandan, Bismarck #1 
sponsor, Senior. 2nd Place Brady Quinn, Wilton, Senior. 3rd 
Place Logan Herman, Bismarck, Sponsor Linton Post #54, 
Senior
6th District  No Contestants. 
7th District  1st Place Sigryn Henke, Stanton, Sponsor Center 
Post #90, Sophomore. 2nd Place Madison Zimmerman, Elgin, 
Junior. 
8th District  1st Place Malachi Dilse, Scranton, Junior. 2nd 
Place Maddox Pierce, Scranton, Sponsor Dickinson Post #3, 
Junior. 
9th District  1st Place Tayzie Cox, Tioga, Senior. 2nd Place 
Isabelle Crain, Williston, Sponsor Noonan Post #243, 
Freshman. 3rd Place Noah Crain, Williston, Sophomore. 
10th District  1st Place Grace Martin, Fairmount, Freshman.

1st Place Casey Kruger, Valley City, 2nd Place Eva Rykowsky, Mandan, 3rd Place Malachi Dilse, 
Scranton and 4th Place McKenna Wilke, Cando.

Dept Cmdr Dan Brown, 1st place Casey Kruger (center), 2nd place 
McKenna Wilke, 3rd place Grace Martin and East Vice Cmdr Todd 
Rikke.

Department Commander Brown, William Bianco, Logan Herman, 5th 
District 1st Place winner Eva Rykowsky, Brady Quinn, Central Region Vice 
Commander Brad Huber and Legionnaire Vern Fetch.

The 9th District Oratorial Contest was held on Saturday, 
December 3, 2022, at the New Town High School in New 
Town, ND.  There were nine contestants that participated 
in the contest. 1st Place winner Tayzie Cox from Tioga 
and 2nd Place winner Isabelle Crain from Williston.

East Region Contest Winners 5th District Contest Winners 9th District Contest Winners

NOBOUNDARIESND.COM/SAVINGS-PASS 

STEP 1—GET YOUR PASS 

Scan QR Code with 
your phone’s camera or 

visit website, below. 
This pass is a collection 
of Bismarck-Mandan   
attractions, retailers, 

restaurants and more, 
offering great 

discounts. 

STEP 2—RECEIVE TEXT 

Your pass will be  
instantly delivered to 
your phone via text 

and email and is ready 
to use! There is no app 
but your pass can be 
saved to your phone’s 
home screen for easy 

one-tap access. 

STEP 3—REDEEM 

When visiting a           
participating business, 

simply present your    
phone to the  

attendant or staff 
members to redeem 
available discounts. 

 
ENJOY! 

HOW THIS PASS WORKS: 

2023 & 2024 TOURS 
sponsored by GRHS 
July 30, 2023: FABULOUS AFRICA
This tour visits Botswana (Chobe Game Park), 
Zambia, Zimbabwe (Victoria Falls), South Africa 

and do the Garden Route (for whale watching) 
to Cape Town. LIMITED PARTICIPANTS.

October 17, 2023: SICILY & ITALY
Palermo, Agrigento with the Valley of Temples,
Siracusa, Taormina and to the top of Mt. Etna in Sicily 

coast, Sorrento and then go on to Rome, Sienna, Florence, 
Ravenna and end in Venice. Sign up deadline March 15th.

April 27, 2024: GREECE
You’ll see everything from the Acropolis in Athens to 

Olympia, where the Olympic games began in 776 AC. 

June 2-14, 2024: 
80th Anniversary of D-day 

Visiting Holland, Belgium, France 
and Germany-WWI & WWII                    .sthgis 

NEW! I have included many WWI sights and 
all of the WWII sights of my previous tours.

EVERYONE WELCOME!
Vi Ranney
Independent Tour Designer for GRHS
For brochures call or email: 
605-665-3596 | viranney@vyn.midco.net

Tour already half sold!

SSvveenn  MMiicckkeellss  
FFoorr  

  EEaasstt  RReeggiioonn    
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  
EExxeeccuuttiivvee    

CCoommmmiitttteeeemmeenn  

 

 

Many of you know first hand that when something
needs to be done, Sven is there ready to pitch in. If
you want opinions, inputs or additional ideas, you
can count on Sven to jump right in if you let him.

Sven Mickels is a 43 year active, involved and 
dedicated legionnaire. Sven has been a past Post 
Commander, Past District Commander, Past 
Pemina County Vice Commander, Past Department 
Vice Commander and Department Americanism 
Chairman from 1990-2003 and Past President of the 
North Dakota American Legion Press Association.

Mickels is a Viet-Nam Era Veteran, he entered active 
duty with the United States Air Force (USAF) on 
June 28th, 1972, On July 7th, 1999, he received 
his second honorable discharge from the USAF 
Reserves.

Your joining us in supporting Sven Mickels in his 
quest to become our next Department Executive 
Committeeman from the Eastern Region will be very 
much appreciated.

RE-ELECT
Sven Mickels

For
East Region 
Department 
Executive 

Committeeman
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Greetings and Salutations! I 
hope everyone is looking forward 
to a pleasant Spring. Springtime in 
the American Legion means we are 
entering the last turn before we hit the 
final stretch of our Legion year. 

This is also the time of the year that 
we get some important housekeeping 
tasks completed. Of course, our 
membership drive continues to move 
forward. Renewals should be at or near 

100% by now and the search for new members should be 
the focus. Our membership chair, Mamie Havelka and 
her staff, have done an outstanding job of compiling a 
comprehensive list of Post 500 members throughout the 
State. Post Adjutants, if you need to know whether you 
have any eligible members in your area, you can find them 
through your Mylegion.org account. If you don’t have 
an account or you can’t access the list, all of the District 
Commanders and Regional Vice Commanders received a 
printout of the Post 500 members at Winter Conference. 
Just contact one of us and we should be able to provide the 
contact information for these individuals to you.

This time of year also means the Consolidated Post 
Reports (CPR’s) are due to be turned in. The biggest excuse 
we hear for not turning in a report is that the Post didn’t 
do anything. If you actually took a closer look, you’d 
be surprised to find out what the Post has done over the 

past year. If, by some remote chance, your Post didn’t do 
ANYTHING, then report that. The important thing is that 
a report needs to be turned in. Each and every report is 
forwarded to National Headquarters where they compile 
all of the information and activities from all of the Posts 
throughout the nation. If you need any assistance, please 
reach out to either me or your District Commander or Vice 
Commander and we can help you step by step to complete 
the form. Let’s get this done!

Another rite of Spring is the Spring District meetings. 
It’s imperative that you attend these meetings because of 
the information that is put out and the opportunity for you 
to discuss your concerns as we work to continue our legacy 
as the nation’s leading veteran’s service organization. The 
Spring meeting also gives you a chance to have a vote in 
the selection of your District leadership. I look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible at the District meetings.

Finally, the month of March is when we celebrate the 
anniversary of the founding of the American Legion. This is 
an opportunity for your Posts to invite the public in and tell 
them what the American Legion is all about. Make it a fun 
event for the whole family.

In conclusion, I just want to congratulate everyone for 
their efforts to help us have another successful year. Keep 
up the good work!

“For God and Country!”
Todd Rikke
East Region Vice Commander

Well, the Winter Conference is behind us. Thank you to 
all that were able to attend. I thought we had a really, really 
nice meeting. We were privileged enough to have FIVE 
National Dignitaries with us. Absolutely honored to attend 
National Chaplain Mark Antal’s homecoming on Thursday 
evening. We also had in attendance the National Vice 
Commander, National Auxiliary President, National Auxiliary 
NW Division President along with the leading candidate for 
National Commander Dan Seehafer. 

Opening session included both Senator Hoeven and 
Senator Cramer. They took time out of their busy schedules to 
come and spend a few hours with us. Always an honor and a 
privilege to have our elected officials present.

Our membership continues to do good. We have hovered 
in the top three for most of the year so far. I am seeking 
everyone’s help now. The easy folks are here, the tough ones 
we must go get. This can be as easy as a simple phone call. 
All I can ask is do your best. Arnie and Mamie Havelka, 
our Department Membership team have been phenomenal. 
Questions or help, give them a call. We have a steak dinner 
on the line with the South Dakota Department Commander. 

They already spanked us in Frisco, TX, for the football 
championship. I hope we can prevail and finish ahead of 
them in the membership race. Then our friends to the West, 
Montana, we are in a race for the $1,000 National prize if we 
can get membership to 92.75%. We are sitting at about 86.5%, 
with six weeks to go.

The highlight of the convention for me was the Auxiliary 
allowing me to address the Gold Star Mothers during the 
awards ceremony Saturday night at our banquet. I can think of 
no other group of people that deserve our love and gratitude. 
We owe it to them to never forget the memories of what these 
beautiful ladies sacrificed with the loss of their child defending 
our freedoms at our government request.

I look forward to seeing everyone that attends our 
Department Convention on June 23-25, at the Bismarck Hotel. 
Of course, this will be the end of my tenure as the Department 
Commander. I thank each of you for the fantastic six months 
I’ve had. I do hope to see many more of you as we travel for 
your District meetings this spring. From an old, retired 10th 
Mountain soldier “Right of the Line” brothers and sisters.

Hello Legion Family, 
I hope your year has started out 

with a bang and continues to shine.  
My year up to this point is going great, 
being a member of the American 
Legion Department of North Dakota 
certainly makes it even better. 

It was a fun and very cold Winter 
Conference in Minot. For those that 
made the trek, thank you. Hope to 
see more of the Legion Family in the 

following months at the district meetings and this summer 
at the Department Convention in Bismarck. 

Speaking of District meetings, start making your plans 
to attend. The dates, locations and times have been set and 
would love to see a bigger turn out. Also, it’s that time of 
year for election of Officers, so Post Commanders start 
looking at your post members and see if anyone is interested 
in stepping up and becoming District Vice Commander/
Commander.  In some cases, we have been struggling to fill 
these position and I don’t understand why.  District Vice/
Commander to me are the most rewarding positions you 
could have within the American Legion. So let’s canvass 
our troops and see if we can find anyone that will represent 
our Posts at the District level. 

Moving on to membership because I know you wanted 
me to talk about that.  The next Membership Target Date 
is March 13th achieving 95% retention. The American 
Legion’s Birthday is 15 March. I say we, as a Department, 
gift the American Legion on it Birthday by achieving 100% 
membership.  I believe we can do it; membership is the life 
blood of our organization so let’s go for 100%.  

Before I sign off, I’d like to talk about Department 
Commander Dan Brown’s Commander Project. It happens 
every year and its always for a good cause.  Commander 
Brown has tasked the District/Department Officers to sell 
raffle tickets in support of his projects. I’m not going to 
go into details on the prizes, please get in touch with your 
District Vice/Commander and consider purchasing a ticket. 
They are only $10 so let’s support Commander Brown's 
Projects and make a better, stronger legion.  

One last comment, a shout out to Mamie Havelka, best 
of luck to you and your bid for Department Commander-
Elect of the Department of North Dakota.  

As winter (I hope) winds down, everyone be safe, hope 
to see you all at District meetings and I thank you all for 
what you do. As your Central Region Vice Commander, I 
am here for you, my moto is “have post will travel”.  

Brad Huber
Central Region Vice Commander

Congratulations West Region, 
as of February 17th, the membership 
results are in, and they are good! 

National – ND #1, Midwest 
Region – ND #1, ND Department 
- West Region #1. District 7 
Commander Vernon Laning 92.28%, 
District 8 Commander Alan Fehr 
91.12%, District 6 Commander 
Allan Magnuson 90.01%, District 
9 Commander Lucinda Bolyard 

89.28%. 
To everyone in West Region who is reading my article, 

thank you. Your dedication, hard work and patience have 
paid off. You have helped ND to become #1 in the Nation. 
Now is not the time to sit back and relax. We still have a 
ways to go. 

To the Legionnaires in District 6, you only need 
114 members, District 7 only needs 56 people to step up, 

District 8, can you find 89 and District 9, 104. Please, help 
your Post Commander/Membership Chairperson find those 
missing members. I know you can do it. 

Here is a message from our Department Commander, 
I quote:

“Ladies and Gentlemen, if we look at our big posts 
in each District pretty much with 100+ members that are 
lagging in renewals and could get up to 90% or better we 
would pick up 200+ memberships in a blink of an eye.
We have until March 15th to pull our overall membership 
number to 92.75% for the National $1,000 award and to 
continue to stay in front of our Southern neighbors. I want 
to thank you all for the due diligence that you shown, we are 
number 1. Please don’t give up on me now as we still have 
just under a month to hit the first goal. I believe it’s in us. 
Reach out to me if you would like me to help in any way I 
can.” Dan I Brown, Department Commander

George Petermann
West Region Vice Commander
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Beck-Sherven-Foreman
American Legion Post 290

Main Street, New Town, ND
(701) 627-4409

Open to the Public
Legion meetings, 2nd Thursday monthly

Always welcoming new members
Beer • Cocktails • Food • Bingo • Music

Fun Times • Good People

Best Wishes American Legion!
Senator Terry M. Wanzek

Paid for by Terry Wanzek

stroh
architects i interiors

By Neil Litton, Boys State Director
The North Dakota Boys State Program will educate 

and inspire young future leaders from around the state 
in June. The program runs from June 11-16, 2023, for 
students currently in their junior year of high school. 
Again, this year, Boys State will be held on the campus of 
North Dakota State College of Science in Wahpeton. 

Each year, Legion members across the state work 
carefully to select junior high school boys from their 
community to participate in the program. We encouraged 
the Posts to make contact with their local high school to 
talk with the junior boys about attending. They most likely 
will never know about the program unless a member of 
the Post takes the time to arrange for a meeting.

Applications for Boys State can be completed on-line 
by visiting www.ndboysstate.org. On-line applications 
are emailed to Department Headquarters first and then 
are fed back to the local Post for their follow up with 
the respective student. If you haven’t visited our website 
yet, we encourage you to do so. Brochures and other 
registration materials were mailed out to all posts, high 
school counselors and emailed to high school principals 
earlier this year.  

Once selected, the delegates enter a weeklong program 
that teaches them the form, function and responsibilities 
of state government. This is done by having the boys run 
their own simulated state government.

The delegates form political parties, campaign for 
elected office, and write and publish a newspaper of 
each day’s events. On Tuesday, they elect a governor 
who presides over the session. They also elect other state 
and local governmental positions. This “learn by doing” 
method is the backbone of all Boys State programs.

Among the highlights of the week is the emergency 
management exercise that places delegates in the role of 
leaders facing a string of simulated disasters to which 
they must respond. The disaster management exercise is 
conducted in real time, using telephones and a computer 
network to deliver news and updates to the delegate-run 
command centers.

Outstanding delegates, cities and counties are 
recognized at an awards ceremony at the end of the week.  
The delegates compete for the following awards during 
the week:

The Leroy Pease Memorial Award – Boys Nation
The M.B. Zimmerman Award – Boys Nation
Arve Dahlen-Milt Rue Award
Harold Piper Award
A.D. Mckinnon Award
Harry Edblom Award
John K. Kennelly Memorial Award
The Jack Williams Trophy
The Marcus L. McDonald Award
Kirk Smith Award
Emergency Management Award (Pod Award)
The David Wolf Memorial Award
Director’s Award for Excellence

Again, this year, we are able to provide a half credit for 
civics education for a delegate’s high school graduation. 
Also, we are expanding the opportunity to assist with 
the delegate’s high school requirements. The NDAL 
Boys State and Girls State will both be administrating 
the ND High School Civics test which is required before 
graduation.

More than 31,000 young men have graduated 
from North Dakota Boys State and many have gone 
on to become leaders and role models. These include 
North Dakota Senator John Hoeven, Judge Kirk 
Smith, retired North Dakota Justice Ralph Erickstad, 
basketball coach Phil Jackson, and Past National 
American Legion Commander H.F. “Sparky” Gierke.  
Nationally, the program boasts numerous impressive 
alumni, including former President Bill Clinton. 
At the end of the week, Boys State staff members select 
two outstanding Juniors from each state to participate in 
Boys Nation, a national program that parallels Boys State.  
Boys Nation takes place in Washington DC in July.

Know someone that should go? If you have a 
potential delegate you would like to nominate or have 
additional questions, please contact Garrett Anderson, 
Deputy Director in charge of Recruiting, at 701-799-0306 
or garrett.anderson@ndboysstate.org
(student must currently be in their junior year of high 
school).

SAMSUNG SCHOLARSHIP
Worldwide electronics leader Samsung endowed a 

scholarship fund of $5 million to be administered by The 
American Legion in 1996. Meant to show appreciation for 
U.S. veterans who came to Korea’s aid during its struggle 
against communist forces in the Korean War, the Samsung 
American Legion Scholarship Program established a 
series of scholarships derived from interest and other 
income from the principal amount. There are now ten 
$10,000 scholarships (2 from each region), ten $5,000 
scholarships (2 from each region) and eighty Department 
finalists $1,250 scholarships awarded guaranteed.

Scholarships are restricted to high school juniors 
who complete either a Boys State or Girls State program 
and are a direct descendant - i.e. child, grandchild, great 
grandchild, etc. - or a legally adopted child of a wartime 
veteran who served on active duty during at least one of 
the periods of war officially designated as eligibility dates 

for American Legion membership.
Winners are selected according to academic record, 

involvement in school and community activities, 
community service and financial need. Applicants who are 
direct descendants of Korean War veterans receive special 
consideration.  One winner is chosen during the week of 
Boys State and awarded a $500 scholarship and entered 
as a finalist in the national pool.  A few years ago, North 
Dakota had a finalist that received a $20,000 scholarship.

Support ND Boys State 
North Dakota Boys State, a non-profit organization 

of the North Dakota American Legion, is facing ever-
increasing costs the week at the North Dakota State 
College of Science and the preparation activities that go 
into making it a success.

Boys State is unquestionably the finest youth program 
sponsored by the North Dakota Legion and one that we can 
be very proud of. We, of the Legion, realize how important 
the program is in the state of North Dakota and that every 
effort must be made to maintain the high standards that 
have always been upheld by the program.

It seems that each year expenses and charges from 
the college and for supplies necessitates an increase in 
costs for the program. The registration fee is $300 per 
delegate. To help hold down yearly sponsorship fees in 
the coming years, donations are requested to help defray 
housing, food, supplies and other necessities of the 
program.  

We urge Posts and individuals to consider a donation 
to North Dakota Boys State to help manage the costs for 
the boys from across the state who participate in North 
Dakota Boys State each year. With your help, we will be 
able to maintain the high quality of the program from year 
to year.

Use the below form to send your donation to North 
Dakota Boys State, PO Box 5057, West Fargo, ND 58078. 
Thank you for your continued passion and support, you 
truly are making a difference in the lives of others.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Questions or comments regarding ND Boys State 

can be addressed to: Neil Litton, ND Boys State Director, 
PO Box 5057, West Fargo, ND 58078 or by calling the 
Department Headquarters at 701-293-3120. For specific 
inquiries contact Teri at Department Headquarters at 
programs@ndlegion.org

North Dakota Boys State Session

North Dakota Boys State Donation Form

Name:____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

City: _____________________________________

Amount of Donation:   ($25) _______________ ($50) _____________ ($75) ______________ (Other) _________________

Send To:
North Dakota Boys State
PO Box 5057
West Fargo, ND 58078

What matters to you?  
Some members of the American Legion choose 

Baseball, others might choose Boys State.
Other choices may include VA&R, Oratorical, Youth 

Cadet Law Enforcement, Americanism, or Children and 
Youth, Junior Shooting Sports, Legion Riders, or the SAL.

There are many programs in the American Legion 
besides those listed above. I challenge you to pick a 

program that you are interested in and take it to your post 
and try to get your post more active with a program. Maybe 
take one program and push it for 6 months and then push 
another program for the next half a year. Once you get 
rolling maybe more people will come to the meetings and 
feel like they are accomplishing something.

BE THE ONE campaign is a campaign from National 
Headquarters.

Be the one to ask Veterans in your life how they are 
doing?
Be the one to listen when a Veteran needs to talk.
Be the one to reach out when a Veteran is struggling.
Sometimes you have to sit back and ask yourself 

“What matters to me?”. Pick a program that is special to 
you and run with it.
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Spring Greetings,
Our Membership Team has been working hard to 

reach the monthly National goals and so far, we have 
accomplished this. All Posts have been instrumental in 
getting us to these goals. A special thank you to each and 
everyone! On the National level, North Dakota has been 
in the top three spots and most of the time number one. Be 
proud, as it has been years since we have accomplished 
this feat!  

NOW:  It is time for the tough to get tougher - that’s us! 
New members and late renewals are always very important.  
Great tools have been given to your District Commanders, 
give them a call so we can all help each other.

Post 500 - A great job has already been accomplished 
in getting Post 500 (virtual Post) members a local Post 
to call their home Post. So far, almost 200 have found 
homes. A letter is sent by ND Headquarters to every Post 
who gets a transfer. Please take the time to welcome your 
new members and invite them to your Post meetings and 

activities. This is very important - every member is valued!
Membership cards are important to members for many 

reasons and are proof of veteran status. When dues are paid 
- process them quickly. 

Renewals - Renewing online is very popular and 
a convenient way to pay your dues. Always have your 
Membership Card ID number handy. When the online 
renewal asks if you have a membership card, say yes and 
input your ID number. If this is not done: 1. You will be 
considered a new member, get a new card with a different 
ID number. 2. You will be a one-year member, all other 
years will not show. 3. You will be a Post 500 (virtual Post) 
member. 4. Your home Post will not receive any part of the 
renewal monies. And 4. Almost all of the time the home 
Post dues are less.

Membership Year - There is often confusion as to the 
American Legion membership year. Hopefully this will 
help clear some items. The membership year starts on 1 
July of every year and goes through 30 June of every year.  

Examples: 1. If dues are paid in August, a dues renewal or 
reminder notice will NOT be sent until the next membership 
year. 2. If dues are paid in March from a reminder, another 
dues renewal will be sent to you in July/August for the new 
membership year. Therefore, dues may end up being paid 
twice in one year, BUT the dues cover two years. To keep 
the confusion at a low - pay every fall.

My best to each of you. Arn and I would like to 
thank each and every one for all you have done this past 
membership year.

For more information please contact:
Mamie Havelka, Membership Chair - 701-340-

1621, mamie.havelka@outlook.com
Arn Havelka, Assistant to Membership Chair- 701-

340-2965, ajhavelka@yahoo.com
All District Commanders names, phone numbers and 

emails are in this paper.

APPLICATION FOR GAMING FUNDS

NORTH DAKOTA OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
GAMING DIVISION
SFN 9801 (11-2017)

 Organization

Approved

Legal Name of Organization or Individual Applying For Funds Contact Person for Applicant Telephone Number 

Mailing Address City State ZIP Code

Detailed Description of Intended Use of Gaming Funds:

Amount Requested
$ Request is:

Amount Approved
$

Check Number Check Date Eligible Use Code

—

Applicant agrees to retain documentation of the use of the funds for three years 
from the date funds are received.  Applicant agrees that if the funds are not 
used for the above stated purpose, or the funds are not used within six months, 
the funds will be returned to the gaming organization.

Signature of Applicant Date

Denied

Approved By

APPLICATION FOR GAMING FUNDS

NORTH DAKOTA OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
GAMING DIVISION
SFN 9801 (11-2017)

 Organization

Approved

Legal Name of Organization or Individual Applying For Funds Contact Person for Applicant Telephone Number 

Mailing Address City State ZIP Code

Detailed Description of Intended Use of Gaming Funds:

Amount Requested
$ Request is:

Amount Approved
$

Check Number Check Date Eligible Use Code

—

Applicant agrees to retain documentation of the use of the funds for three years 
from the date funds are received.  Applicant agrees that if the funds are not 
used for the above stated purpose, or the funds are not used within six months, 
the funds will be returned to the gaming organization.

Signature of Applicant Date

Denied

Approved By

Looking for Legionnaires Input at
The Future of the ND Legion Planning Session

"Veterans Serving Veterans"
Our membership dues no longer cover the costs and expenses of the Department of ND American Legion (Dept of ND 

AmLgn).
A solution for now has been obtained, but only with the participation of the Posts and their members. For those who have 

gaming, donations would be needed. I worked with the Attorney General (AG) Gaming of ND, Deb McDaniel, Gaming 
Administrator. Deb said that our Department Service Office expenses are 100% for veterans with medical needs and meets 
the eligibility code established by the AG. Therefore, gaming DONATION/TRUST money can be used.

IMPORTANT: The Department Service Office, located at Fargo VA is a position of which the Dept of ND AmLgn hires 
and pays the salary and any incurred expenses of the DSOffice expenses. It is misconception that the DSO expenses are 
paid by the VA. We, Dept of ND AmLgn expenses.

POINT OF IMPORTANCE: Even though any donations are restricted to the DSO account, the PURPOSE of this is to 
offset "dues" money, so that money can be used for DEPT OF ND AmLgn expenses.

Process in place: 1) make donation using the form with this notice. 2) Dept Headquarters will restrict it to DSO expenses 
and will 3) supply documentation to Post or AG when requested or needed. Documentation would not need to be kept at 
every Post that donates.

All Posts may contribute, but this procedure is required by AG for gaming donations.

Mamie Havelka, ND Legionnaire
(701) 340-1621

The American Legion Department of North Dakota Ronald Matthews (701) 293-3120

PO Box 5057 West Fargo ND 58078

To cover the expenses of the Department Service Office in assisting veterans with medical needs.

Write "DSO" in the memo line of the check

D-50

Has Proudly Endorsed our 
Post No. 1 Past Commander

MAMIE HAVELKA
For Commander Elect of the Department of North Dakota

AMERICAN LEGION
LOYD SPETZ POST NO.1

Legionnaire Havelka’s American 
Legion positions held include:

• Post 1 Commander Loyd Spetz 
Post No. 1

• Department Credentials 
Committee Chair: four years

• Department Judge Advocate: 
three years

• Department Membership Chair: 
one year

• Department Executive Committee: 
four years

Served for 33 years in United States Air 
Force, retiring as a Chief Master Sergeant 
paralegal in the Judge Advocate General 
Corps in Pacific Air Command having 
received the Air Force wide Paralegal of 
the Year Award. 

215 S. 7th Street, Fargo, ND 
(West of Island Park)

701-232-3222 | www.hansonrunsvold.com

Hanson-Runsvold
Funeral Home

COMPASSIONATE STAFF    BEAUTIFUL SERVICES    SIMPLE PRE-PLANS

Thank
You

Minot Park District
420 3rd Ave SW, Minot, ND 58701

www.minotparks.com

As a Vietnam Veteran of the United States 
Army, I strongly support the American Legion, 
all Veterans, and our United States Military.

 Senator David A. Clemens
 District 16, West Fargo/Fargo

We set the pace
American Federal leads the way with financial 
advice and business solutions. From start-up to 
finish line, our Ag, Business, and Personal Bankers 
know the track well. Follow the leaders in financial 
advice with American Federal.

Fargo
215 N 5th St.
(701) 235-4248

Fargo South
1301 30th Ave. S.
(701) 235-9906

Moorhead
601 Center Ave.
(218) 233-2791
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West Dakota
Oil C Store

450 Villard Street East
Dickinson, North Dakota

(701) 225-4700

North Dakota
VFW Post 1874
and AUXILIARY
Grand Forks, ND

(701) 330-5251

 
Fargo
605 25th Street S.
Fargo, ND 58108

Bismarck
3205 E. Thayer Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501

Dickinson
100 29th Street W.
Dickinson, ND 58601

Grand Forks
 2104 Mill Road
Grand Forks, ND 58203

Supply Chain Solutions™

Automation, DataComm, 
Electrical ,Industrial, and 

Utility needs!

For all your...

Insurance and Trust
not FDIC Insured.

Independently Owned & Operated

1315 South Broadway, Minot, ND
(701) 838.1055 • redwing1@srt.com

DEC Meeting
January 27, 2023, 10:00 AM
Grand Hotel, Minot, ND
Meeting was called to order by Chairman Anderson at 

10:00AM, with a Salute and the Pledge.
Financials were reviewed by Derrick Childs and 

acknowledged as read.
Committee reports by Americanism, Athletics, Boys 

State, Law Cadet, Membership, Legislative, Oratorical, 
VA&R, Legion Riders, SAL, Foundation, NEC.

Other reports given were by the Wall of Honor, Injured 
Wildlife Project, Dept Service Officer.

Sven Mickels reported the Press Association is no 

longer a national program and has been replaced, with the 
Media Alliance.

New Business: New computer was approved for the 
Adjutant. 

ACOVA appointments are George Petermann and 
Steve Anderson. 

Judge Hodny reported that National is not sending 
notification about the Constitution and By-laws.

Bids were accepted for the 2027 Winter Conference 
and the Summer Convention.

Meeting adjourned at 2:20 PM
Next DEC meeting will be March 24, 2023 at the 

AMVETS in Steele, ND at 4:00 PM

CHOOSE A BANK 

THAT PROUDLY 

SERVES YOU.

WESTERNBANKS.COM
DEVILS LAKE • FARGO • WEST FARGO

Member FDIC

Stop in today and ask 
about Freedom Banking.

Western State Bank 
offers exclusive 

benefits for 
customers who serve 

(or have served) in the 
United States military.

Have You Paid Your 2023 
Membership Dues?

Jacob Volk
For Central Region 
Vice Commander

Endorsed by Devils 
Lake Tim Running 

Post 24

 • Current Post Commander Post 24
 • Post Vice Commander Post 24
 • Current District 3 Commander
 • District 3 Vice Commander

I would appreciate your support from Districts 
3-4-5 at our Department Convention in Bismarck 
on June 23-25, 2023.

In the spring of 2019, I was relaxing in my living 
room when my husband came in. He was on his cell phone 
saying, “no, I’m the pastor, but my wife is the veteran.” he 
hands me the phone with no explanation.

The voice on the line was (now) American Legion 
Past Commander Kenny Wiederholt. He was in search of a 
department chaplain, and someone gave him my husband, 
Hutch’s number. We talked some and laughed at the 
roundabout way it all happened. We met for coffee later 
that week and, well, you know the rest of the story. 

I served two terms with commander Wiederholt. 
This was pre-COVID and the American Legion decided 
not to hold elections in 2020. I had been chaplain for my 
local Post 7 in Lisbon, but I had little to no clue what was 
involved or what would be required of me at the state level. 
Commander Wiederholt encouraged me that he felt I could 
make a difference in the state of North Dakota. I believe 
we have. 

I was honored when Department Commander Steve 
Anderson asked me to stay on, and again in 2022 when 
Dan Brown became Department Commander.

I have so enjoyed the conventions, Winter conferences 
and district and regional meetings that I was able to attend. 
Sharing God’s word will continue to be a passion for me, 
but I will always remember those of you that have made a 
difference in my life, and I hope I’ve made a difference in 
yours.

Department Commander Steve Anderson made 
me feel like such a valuable part of his team. “After all, 
we marines have to stick together.” I remember the first 
message I spoke under commander Steve's term: all 

about dropping our masks and being real with our fellow 
veterans. As I stepped down from the podium that day, he 
and his lovely wife Michele stood and hugged me. Then 
Steve said, “I wanna show you something.”

As he opened his day planner to his notes on what 
he was going to speak about later in the day, I saw one 
highlighted underlined sentence: “Let’s get rid of the 
masks.” it was such an encouragement to me to know that 
God had us both on the same page.

It was to Department Commander Dan Brown that I 
announced I would be stepping down from this cherished 
position at the 2023 American Legion winter conference 
in Minot. And I so regret that I will not be able to serve 
with now Commander-Elect Clarence Carroll and future 
Commander-Elect (hopeful) Mamie Havelka. There’s not 
room enough to name all of the Legionnaires that I have 
come to know and love over these past few years.

This transition will definitely be bittersweet. My 
husband and I have been ministering together since our 
wedding 20 years ago Valentine’s Day. It’s time to retire. 
We will be relocating to a midpoint somewhere between 
my sisters in Missouri and Illinois and my son and grands 
in Texas. 

I always close my articles with my e-mail address, and 
I do so now. I would love to hear from you all now and 
then! I will close with my favorite Old Testament verse: 
“May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make 
his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; and may 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 
peace.” Numbers 6:24-26. Hutchinskarens35@gmail.com
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Original Dickinson Charter Dedicated
On November 14, 2022, Matthew Brew Unit 3 

Auxiliary members gathered for a grateful and patriotic 
duty to dedicate the original charter as a perpetual memorial 
to the Auxiliary’s efforts and commitment to our veterans.  
The unit has had a copy of the original charter but recently 
discovered the original  among vintage records in storage.   
The original charter proved that the unit initially organized 
in May 1920, received formal permission to organize in 
1925, and on May 20, 1926, became the official American 
Legion Auxiliary to Matthew Brew Post 3.  

Endorsements by the Department and National offices 
occurred May 19, May 26, June 11, and May 20 of the year 
1926.  There were 12 original members.  A current Unit 3 
member generously and anonymously donated the matting 
and framing of the document by JP Frameshop Western 
Edge Gallery of Dickinson.  

Auxiliary members Betty Geigle, Charlotte Lassonde, Lola 
Rudnick, and Gail Marsolek together with local law enforcement.

Mayer-Morlock Post and Auxiliary Unit 250 of Gackle 
and Streeter (Unit 265) co-hosted a Veterans Day program 
and meal at the Gackle Legion Post on Veterans Day. The 
event was well attended. After the program, a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal was served followed by desserts of 
pumpkin and apple bars baked by Auxiliary members of 
both units.

Post 250 Commander Jon Metz served as master of 
ceremonies and welcomed all to the Veterans Day Program. 
Derek Heck, recently retired Command Sergeant Major of 
the North Dakota Army National Guard served as guest 
speaker. Rory Metz, pianist, provided accompaniment to 
the students who rounded out the program by singing our 
national anthem and ‘God Bless America”. 

Legionnaires and Auxiliary members of both Gackle 
and Streeter thank their communities and local schools for 
coming out and supporting our veterans as they celebrated 
Veterans Day 2022.

Gackle and Streeter 
Support Veterans

3rd Grader Audrey Braun sings the National Anthem

Front (l-r):  Unit President Shirley Herbel, Cathy Logosz, Unit Vice 
President Amanda Wilson. Back (l-r):  Wendy Sticka, Unit Trea-
surer Sonnie Otto, Diane Munyon, Unit Secretary Jennifer Gonser, 
and Unit Chaplain Charolotte Wanner.   

Meetings subject to change without prior notice. 

District 1 - Saturday, April 1 -  Hope
1:00 PM Social, 2:00 PM Meeting, meal following meeting

District 2 - Saturday, April 15 - Park River
2:00 PM Social, 3:00 PM Meeting

District 3 - Sunday, March 26 - York
3:00-4:00 PM Social

4:00 PM Meeting, Dinner following the meeting.

District 4 – Thursday, March 23 - Jamestown
Jamestown Vets Club, 116 1st St E

5:00 PM Social, 6:00 PM Dinner, 7:00 PM Meeting

District 5 - Saturday, March 25 - Bismarck
Bismarck Amvets, 2402 Railroad Ave

12:30 PM  Registration, 1:00 PM Meeting

District 6 - Saturday, March 11 - Velva
Velva Post 39 – 201 Main Street North

11:00 AM Meeting with a meal served following the meeting

District 7 - Saturday, March 18 - Mandan
Mandan Eagles Club, 1400 Collins Ave.

11:30 AM (CST) Lunch, 1:30 PM (CST) Meeting

District 8 - Saturday, March 25 - Belfield
4:00 PM (MST) Meeting

District 9 - Saturday, April 22 - Tioga
11:00 AM Social, 12:00 PM Lunch with 1:00 pm Meeting

District 10 - March 31 - Lisbon Golf Club
5:00 pm social, 6:00 pm meeting

2023 Spring  
District Meetings

Napoleon Holds Annual Veterans Day Program
SSG Chris Hickel, ND National Guard Recruiting 

NCO; Ronald Dykema, District 5 Legion Commander; and 
Brad Huber, Central Region Vice Commander joined the  
Barry-Hoof Post 72 Color Guard, Dennis Hottman, Post 
Commander; and Ron Kerman to participate in the annual 
Veterans Day program held on November 9, 2022, at the 
Napoleon Public Schools.

Another surprise guest was Chelsey Gross, 
representing the Air Force Reserves. Program guests 
presented a flag folding demonstration and relayed the 
meaning of each fold. Brad Huber shared his experiences 
as a 25-year Navy veteran. 

Napoleon elementary and home schooled students 
, preschool through grade six, were challenged to color 
a designated page from the American Legion Auxiliary 
booklet (America the Beautiful), create a poster of creative 
art or write an essay, ‘What America the Beautiful Means 
to You?” Unit President Helen Braun presented awards to 
the winners of each contest.  

The “Thank a Veteran” and “America the Beautiful” 
event culminated the day’s activities sponsored by Barry-
Hoof Post and Unit 72 of Napoleon.

Article submitted by Ann Knecht

Honored Guests: back (l-r) Mike Welder, Legion Veteran; Chelsey 
Gross, Air Force; Ron Kerzman, Legion Veteran; Dennis Hottman, 
Legion Commander; front (l-r) SSG Chris Hickel, ND National 
Guard; Ron Dykema, 5th District Legion Commander.

We just returned from the American Legion Family 
2023 Winter Conference in Minot held  January 27- 29. I 
hope you have time to read what my thoughts were from 
the weekend.

Along with a plethora of events and great reunions with 
friends, we had a wonderful speaker at the Commander’s 
Banquet on Saturday evening. His words really sparked 
my interest when he spoke about the importance of your 
‘membership’ in our organization.  I truly believe we all 
need to think more like this gentleman and take his words 
to heart.

National Leading (Commander) Candidate Daniel 
Seehafer is from Merrill, Wisconsin, and has a long list 
of accomplishments in his favor.  These include:   music, 
visiting the Holy Land, earning a Master of Divinity degree, 
becoming a pastor, and serving in the Navy Chaplaincy 
program while in the military. Now, he is in line to become 
the next National Commander of The American Legion. 
What an impressive background, along with the message 
he shared with banquet attendees.

His theme for this year as he campaigns and introduces 
himself to The American Legion Family is; “It Is Personal.”  
Those words made a real impact on me and I thought about 
his address as we drove home from Minot on Sunday.

This is something that we as American Legion 
Auxiliary members can easily relate to.  It is the reason 
we chose to become an Auxiliary member and why we 
continue to pay our dues each year.

You can join your local choir at church and mainly 
have to be able to sing and read music to do so.  You may 
join the local Community Club, the PTA, or the ambulance 
squad, with some qualifications, but not anything like what 
you have to share to become an Auxiliary member.

Not just anyone can become a member of the Auxiliary 
unless, ‘it’s a personal’ thing.  You are required to have a 
loved one that served in the US military or have served 
yourself to be able to fill in that application form and pay 
your dues to become a member. It is a special privilege to 
have that designation as a member of the American Legion 
Auxiliary or as a junior member.

If I asked a fellow member what inspired them to join 
the ALA, many would have different responses, but most 
will refer to the one that raised their right hand and agreed 
to support and defend this country and its constitution 
against all enemies. They did so willingly and perhaps 
even gave their life or were injured during their service 
to America. Just think of the devotion and generosity they 
offered. 

Commander Seehafer reiterated the fact that giving of 
himself to his country and to our God was a very personal 
thing. These are things that he held onto tightly then and 
even more so today. That is why he has offered to give of 
himself once again as he hopes to serve as the American 
Legion’s National Commander for 2023-2024.

As a member of the Auxiliary, you need to make 
belonging your personal commitment! You want to join 
and are able to join because of that special loved one who 
served our country, and no other way is available.

Make it personal. Pay your dues on time each year. 
Wear the American Legion Auxiliary brand  when you 
are out volunteering for a community program. Volunteer 
because someone else volunteered to serve our country and 
mostly, because you are one of a select group of people 
who has the proud privilege of being a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary.

Sign up your daughters and granddaughters for the 
privilege of being an American Legion Auxiliary member. 
Tell them the reason they are eligible to be a junior member 
of the Auxiliary. Be proud of that membership and the 
small amount you pay annually to be an Auxiliary member; 
willing to help our veterans, our active military service 
members, their families, and your communities.

It is certainly ‘personal’ to me!  Our Navy veteran 
son and my dear Navy veteran husband have given me 
the privilege to be personally involved in this wonderful, 
caring organization.  I also have four brother-in-laws who 
served in the United States military.  

Make it  ‘personal’ to you and yours. Pay your dues 
and be proud of your membership in the American Legion 
Auxiliary.

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Twete, 
Past Northwestern Division National Vice President
 (2015-2016)

It Is Personal



Page 8    March 2023 North Dakota Legion News

“A man who has friends 
must himself be friendly, but 
there is a Friend who sticks 
closer than a brother.” Proverbs 
18:24

Is it a coincidence or just a 
great irony that loneliness has 
spiked in our country just as 
our media became ‘social’, our 
technology became ‘personal’, 
and machines have learned to recognize our faces?

Every morning, millions of people check their phones 
and social media and then go into their day with very little 
human interaction.   They retire for the evening after checking 
their phones again and then fall asleep still longing for love 
and significance. 

We see loneliness everywhere and many people feel cut 
off and alienated from others.  Being in a crowd just makes 
people more aware of their isolation.  Lonely people do not 
need to hear ‘Have a nice day.’ They need friends who will 
stick close, listen, care, and offer help when it is needed in 
both good times and in bad.  It is better to have that type 
of friend rather than dozens of superficial acquaintances on 
Facebook.  If you look around, you will find people who need 
your friendship.

We all need to improve the art of beginning new 
friendships.  To whom can I be friendly today?  We need to 
remember that there is also a Friend who sticks closer than 
a brother!  When you feel no one cares about you, remember 
that God loved you before you were born!  Instead of wishing 
you could find a true friend, maybe we should seek to become 
one.  We should put all the technology aside for a moment and 
ask God to lead us to someone who can become a true friend 
– and then follow His leading. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for being a Friend closer than 
a brother.  You are attentive, loving and just, and always there 
for us. Help us to be there for others.  May our motives and 
desires follow your will as you lead us into new friendships.  
In Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Rose Laning

Greetings.
I would like to begin by expressing my sincere thanks 

to District 6 President Linda Siewert, Past Department 
President Jeannie Román, and members of William G. 
Carroll Post and Unit 26 of Minot for hosting the Winter 
Conference and arranging the Presidents Reception on 
Saturday afternoon. Everyone involved did an amazing 
and wonderful job. All who attended enjoyed their time 
spent in Minot. 

We were honored to have four North Dakota Gold Star 
Mothers attend the Commander’s banquet on Saturday, 
January 28, 2023. Gold Star Mothers are mothers, 
stepmothers, and adoptive mothers of a United States 
Armed Forces member who lost their life in action against 
an enemy recognized by the Secretary of Defense. The 
award, a military award no one wants, commemorates the 
tragic death of a military member who perished while in 
the line of duty. The hope is to provide a level of comfort 
to the parents and families left behind. Gold Star Mothers 
in attendance included: Arlene Berdahl, mother of Army 
1st Class David Berdahl; Adi Reiss, mother of Staff Sgt. 
Kenneth W. Hendrickson; Joyce Mehrer, mother of Army 
Spec. Curtis R. Mehrer; Harriet Goodiron, mother of soldier 
Nathan Goodiron of the 1st Battalion 188th Air Defense; 
and Sheila Richter, mother of Sgt. Travis A. Vanzoest. A 
huge ‘thank you’ to Linda and Gary Siewert for making 
this a special evening for everyone attending the banquet.

Winter Conference also found five National officers in 
our midst.  They were National Auxiliary President Vickie 
Koutz, Northwestern Division National Vice President 
Marlene Boyer, National Vice Commander Glenn Wahus, 
National Legion Chaplain Mark Antal, and National 
Leading Candidate Daniel J. Seehafer.

We have a lot of work to do prior to the Department 

Convention in June.  
Endorsements for Department 
Officers were inadvertently 
missed at our Conference. 
Typically, at Winter 
Conference, candidates 
announce their intention to 
run for an elected Department 
Office and are endorsed by 
their unit. If you are interested 
in serving in any of the Department Offices listed below, 
please submit your endorsement through your unit to the 
Department Office no later than March 31, 2023.

• Department President-Elect • Department Vice 
President • Department Secretary • Department Treasurer  
• Department Chaplain • Department Historian

The Department Office will gather the announcements 
for publication in the next issue of ‘The Message’ which 
will include other Department Convention details.  

2023 Spring District meetings will be held in March.  
This is the time for Districts 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 to elect new 
District Presidents. If your District does not yet have a 
vice president, someone should be elected for that office as 
well. Immediately following your Spring District meeting, 
please contact the Department Office to submit the name of 
your new District President and Vice President. 

The following was originally posted on the ALA 
National Membership Group and it holds a lot of value.  
“We are an organization of volunteers.  We believe in the 
Mission.  If we focus on the ‘Mission and ‘Be Nice’ we can 
accomplish great things.  Great things that will benefit our 
Veterans, their families, and our communities.”

Sandra Petermann

Greetings North Dakota Auxiliary Members.
I want to express my thanks to members of William 

G. Carroll Post and Unit 26 of Minot for hosting the 2023 
Winter Conference. I want to especially thank District 6 
President Linda Siewert and her husband Gary for arranging 
the Presidents Reception on Saturday afternoon and 
arranging and presenting the Gold Star Mothers program 
held at the Commander’s Banquet later that evening. 
Thank you Department Commander Dan Brown for your 
moving speech as you opened the Gold Star program. I 
don’t believe there was a dry eye in the hall. I am proud 
to be a part of this great organization and was honored to 
meet these precious Gold Star mothers.

Now that Winter Conference is over, the calendar 
heats up with 2023 Spring District Meetings. As I draft 
this article, not all Districts have completed plans. A list 
of meetings can be found elsewhere in this publication and 
online at  www.ndala.org/district-meetings/

The American Legion Auxiliary Flickertail Girls 
State program is slated for June 11-16, 2023, at UND.  
If your unit has junior members who are eligible or you 
know local high school juniors who would love to attend 
Girls State, encourage them to apply. Information and 
applications have been sent to unit presidents as well as 
North Dakota high schools and can be found online at  
www.ndgirlsstate.org.

Gather your unit members 
and complete your 2022-2023 
Year-End Impact Reports.  
Impact Reports are important 
because the hours and funds 
are compiled and submitted to 
the American Legion for their 
annual report to Congress. 
Reports like yours tell a story 
about what we do to support 
veterans and their families. 

National Poppy Day is set for Friday, May 26, 2023.  
What is your unit doing to promote the Poppy Program? Do 
you celebrate with a ‘Little Miss Poppy’ contest? Perhaps 
you promote poppies through the ‘Poppy Poster Contest.’  
Whatever it is you do, document it with photos and news 
articles.  Share it on your unit’s Facebook page and send 
the pictures and articles to the Department Office as well 
for inclusion in a future ‘Message.’

Remember why you became an American Legion 
Auxiliary member. Is your ‘why’ personal? Support your 
‘why’ by paying your dues and supporting the activities 
of your unit. Remember to wear your ALA Brand proudly.

Take care of yourself and others.
Marcy Schmidt

YOU MATTER….
It was so great to see your smiling faces at the 2023 

Winter Conference held in Minot! The conference was a 
lot of fun, and the food was fantastic.  It was also great 
to hear from Legion National Vice Commander Glenn 
Wahus, National Chaplain Mark Antal, National Leading 
Candidate Daniel Seehafer, Auxiliary NW Division 
National Vice President Marlene Boyer, and our special 
guest National Auxiliary President Vickie Koutz. 

It is always fun to gather with members of the North 
Dakota American Legion Family. I always learn something 
new and meet someone new. I encourage everyone to attend 
the next Winter Conference and the 2023 Department 
Convention (coming up in June – in Bismarck!).  I was 
blessed to have a “sit-down” with National Chaplain Mark 
Antal prior to the banquet. We talked about many different 
programs and about society in general and how each one 
of us makes a difference – WE MATTER. YOU MATTER.

It matters that you are involved in your units. It matters 
that you call and care for one another. It matters that you 
care for our veterans. It matters that you send cards – of 
gratitude, sympathy, or just a friendly “hello, I’m thinking 
of you today.”  It matters that you come to conferences 
and conventions. It matters that you are involved with 
legislation that benefits our service members and veterans. 
We heard a lot about that from both Senator John Hoeven 

and Senator Kevin Cramer at the 
joint meeting on Friday evening. 
You matter to many people in a 
thousand different ways!  

It matters that you send in 
contributions each fall for the 
programs that are important 
to your units.  In January, over 
$10,000 was distributed to 
veterans’ programs thanks to your contributions!  Your 
District Presidents have details on where these donations 
were sent. Visit with them. 

It matters when you complete your 2022-2023 Year-
End Impact Reports this spring! All of your volunteer 
time and money spent for veterans really do add up! YOU 
MATTER. YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

God bless you all for the work you do! Don’t lose sight 
of who you are and how much YOU MATTER – to your 
family...your friends…our veterans…and the stranger you 
meet and greet. 

I hope to see you all at the Department Convention 
set for June 23-25, 2023, in Bismarck. It matters that YOU 
are there.

Sonnie Otto

Auxiliary Members,
A huge thank you to the 

Minot Post and Auxiliary for 
their fine hospitality during 
Winter Conference held at the 
Grand in Minot.

National Auxiliary 
President Vickie Koutz attended 
our conference.  She shared her 
pin with all the members that 
were in attendance.  Vickie was just a lovely lady to visit 
with. Her attendance and socializing were very much 
appreciated.

The second membership renewal notices have been 
emailed and mailed out from National. Please follow up 
with dues collection and get them sent in to the Department 
in a timely manner. DO NOT HOLD DUES!! Our 
membership year runs from January 1 thru December 31. 
If your dues are not paid by Dec 31 for the following year 
you are not a member in good standing. When you attend 
a meeting or an Auxiliary function you will be a guest with 
no benefits or privileges. That is why your dues need to be 
paid on time.

If your unit is struggling, please look at reorganization 
to keep your unit viable.  We cannot keep losing units to 
disbandment each year or we will not have a Department 
in the future.  Please consider using ALAMIS (American 
Legion Auxiliary Management Information System), which 
is a great resource for your unit to use for information on 
your members.  You can keep information up-to-date as 
well as run numerous reports that can make your job a lot 
easier. One or two members from each unit can have access 
to ALAMIS. You may contact the Department Office if you 
are interested in obtaining this access.

We have 16 units that have obtained 100% or better for 
their unit membership. An awesome job for sure for these 
units. Job well done!!

Members birth dates are listed in ALAMIS info. This 
would be a good communication tool to use for reaching 
out to your members on their special day with a card, phone 
call, social media, and just to make them feel appreciated.

The North Dakota Auxiliary website (www.ndala.org) 
has “The Message’ as well as the unit mailings archived 
so this information can be accessed at any time by our 
members. Scholarship applications are also on the website. 

North Dakota is lagging behind in 7th place among 7 
states in the Northwestern Division. We have been at this 
spot most of the year. Let’s get those dues in so we can 
boost our ratings!!

Thank you to all our members that give so much of their 
time to help our veterans, youth, and your communities. 
You all are just the best!!

Always be Kind,
Gloria Covert
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District 4

Girls State
Program

Greetings District 4 Auxiliary 
Members. 

The Winter Conference in Minot 
was very educational and included 
a lot of networking between District 
Presidents. I had a wonderful time 
getting to know Unit 14 President 
Charlotte Lassonde of Jamestown. 

I would like to visit and get to know all the Unit Presidents 
in District 4. I invite each of you to attend our District 4 
Spring meeting March 23 in Jamestown. I am working on an 
overview of the Winter Conference for our units. So much 
information to share such as our new ALA branding, 3 levels 
of ALAMIS, ALA being visible in schools, getting our junior 
members involved, teddy bears to local hospitals, and more. 
Other issues raised at the conference were concerns about 
members getting their dues paid and units completing updates 
on their Constitutions and Bylaws. 

Meeting National Auxiliary President Vickie Koutz 
was the highlight of my weekend.  What a delightful lady. 
Department President Sandra Petermann’s project of Feeding 
a Veteran is so dear to her heart and she is passionate about her 
project.  I enjoyed visiting with NW Division Vice President 
Marlene Boyer, who asked that each and every one of us 
ask a young person “if they might consider joining one of 
the military branches.” Marlene also stated “God, Family & 
Country” seemingly are being attacked on a daily basis, but 
reminded us, the American Legion Family,  of who we are and 
that every day should be Veterans Day. 

Please make plans to attend our District 4 Spring meeting 
to be held in Jamestown and Department Convention in 
Bismarck on June 23-25. 

God bless our veterans and see you at the District 4 
Spring meeting.

Jane Schoonover
District 4 President

District 7

District 5
I am writing this soon after we 

finished with Winter Conference in 
Minot.  In spite of the cold, it was a 
very enjoyable conference!  National 
President Vickie Koutz spoke 
about providing funds for veterans’ 
companions expenses anonymously at 
the Creative Arts Festival and POW/MIA awareness.  Other 
Department leaders gave updates on programs as well.  With 
all the current natural disasters, the Auxiliary Emergency 
Fund has provided more help for members in the first quarter 
of 2023 than all of last year.  It was stressed that dues be sent 
in as soon as possible and not to hold them.  There are 13 units 
in the Department that have reached 100% or more already.  

We learned 155 members have passed in the last 
year.  Department President Sandra Petermann displayed 
information regarding the Four Chaplains and reminded us of 
its history.  There are multiple scholarships available from both 
the American Legion and Auxiliary.  Attendees of American 
Legion Auxiliary Flickertail Girls State apply for the Samsung 
scholarship on the first day of the event, so applicants need to 
have researched and put together required documents before 
arriving.  The ALA National $2,000 Non-Traditional Student 
Scholarship does not get a lot of applicants.  I encourage all 
students who are eligible to apply. 

I am reminding all District 5 units to review and revise 
your unit Constitution and Bylaws as well as Standing Rules.  
If you have questions about your unit documents, please feel 
free to contact Diane Kraemer or the Department Office. 

A new topic discussed at the Conference was a future 
increase in dues from National.  It was suggested that the 
Department dues be looked at and they will likely have to be 
increased as well. Now is the time to also review your unit’s 
dues.

Spring District meetings will be coming up before long.  
Put March 25th on your calendar as the tentative date for 
District 5 in Bismarck.  Stay tuned for more details.  Other 
activities that units may choose to participate in include the 
Americanism Essay Contest, Poppy Poster Contest, Memorial 
Day activities, and the 2023 Department Convention in 
Bismarck  from June 23-25.  

Reporting your volunteer hours and expenses is also 
important so that information can be compiled all the way 
to National to help show the need for continuing veterans 
programs.

Spring is coming!  Stay warm and enjoy socializing with 
your family, friends, and veterans in your communities.

Peggy Moran
District 5 President

Greetings from  your District 7 
President.

Winter Conference is over, and 
although the weather was not the best, 
it was a successful event. 

We were fortunate to have National 
Auxiliary President Vickie Koutz visit 
the Department of North Dakota. She seems to be a very laid-
back person and I enjoyed her talk about her project to raise 
funds to assist those who accompany veterans to the Creative 
Arts Festival. Our very own Marlene Boyer, Northwestern 
Division National Vice President, also had an inspiring report 
and made me very proud to say she is from North Dakota. 
Department President Sandra Petermann did an excellent job 
running the meetings and keeping everything on track.

We learned about the future of our Department publication, 
‘The Message.” A committee of five was organized to study 
alternative ways to communicate with our members.  After 
much work and research, the committee recommended we 
maintain our current publication and continue to collaborate 
with the American Legion on this important source of 
information. 

There were reminders to District Presidents and units 
from various Department Officers and  Chairmen. Some of 
those reminders are included in the following paragraphs.

Units – start the process of reviewing and revising your 
Unit Constitution and Bylaws.  If you don’t know how to start 
or have lost your operating document, please contact Diane 
Kraemer, Constitution and Bylaws Chairman.

Twenty-six units have not yet submitted 2023 Poppy 
Orders or Required Contributions.  Contact the Department 
Office to see if your unit is on the list. If your unit has not 
completed and submitted these forms to the Department 
Office, please do so as soon as possible. 

Paying dues online is the wave of the future. Many 
members already pay dues online and this is reported quarterly 
to their units.  Units can also sign up for ALAMIS (American 
Legion Auxiliary Management Information System) and 
pay their member’s dues online. This will save a step for 
unit membership chairmen and unit treasurers as well as the 
Department Office. Check it out by contacting the Department 
Office for more details.

Branding, as you know, is important when you are 
volunteering in your community. The American Legion 
Auxiliary has new branding, and it is available on jackets, 
sweaters, and other items through  Legion Emblem Sales.  
Check out the new logo  online or in the Emblem Sales catalog.

Mission Training, an important tool in learning about the 
ALA, is typically held in the fall. I encourage each of you to 
attend an event when it becomes available again.

Next up on the schedule are 2023 Spring District 
Meetings. Mark your calendar for the Spring District 7 
Meeting on  Saturday, March 18, at the Mandan Eagles Club, 
1400 Collins Avenue. Lunch will be served at 11:30 AM and 
the meeting will be held at 1:30 PM.

That’s all for now. See you in Mandan!
Lualice Stockert
District 7 President

Greetings to our District 9 
Members.

Spring will be a welcome sight 
this year and we are eager to enjoy the 
longer days and warmer temperatures 
that are sure to be here before long.  
With spring comes a busy time for our 
American Legion Family:

Year-End Reports are due to your Unit President by 
April 1st.  Please reach out to your Unit President, me, or our 
Department website www.ndala.org/reporting/ if you have 
questions concerning reporting. 

ND American Legion Auxiliary Flickertail Girls State 
is scheduled for June 11-16 at UND.  If you haven’t started 
talking with the Junior girls in your high school, please take 
action now.  This week is an invaluable experience that should 
be enjoyed by all interested.  Many girls who attend Girls 
State say upon returning home that Girls State was one of the 
best weeks of their lives! 

Poppy Day is May 26th.  Let us get out and distribute 
poppies and bring awareness to our communities about the 
meaning of Poppy Day and what the poppy flower stands 
for.  The ALA Poppy Poster program is an ideal way for our 
students to share their artistic abilities and put extra thought 
into why we observe Memorial Day. It truly is a learning 
experience.

 Holding a Memorial Day program or ceremony is a 
reverent way to honor our Fallen who are truly the heroes.  
We will always be indebted to them for their ultimate price 
paid for us: our freedom.    

Our District 9 Spring District Meeting will be Saturday, 
April 22nd  in Tioga.  More details will be sent to units at a 
later date.  Thank you to the Tioga Post and Unit for agreeing 
to host – we look forward to attending our meeting in your 
fine city!

As always, it has been and is, both an honor and a 
privilege to serve you as District 9 President and I would like 
to say thank you to all who have helped and encouraged me 
along the way.  Our own Past Department President Marlys 
Aubol from New Town has been an invaluable source of 
information, offering support and guidance all along the way!  
My term as District President is coming to an end, and we 
will be in need of a replacement. I know many women in our 
District’s units that would be ideal for this position. “Will it 
be you?” Say yes!  I cannot believe how rewarding and fun 
these past two years have been.  I have met countless men 
and women in our American Legion Family that are top-notch 
great people and have been a pleasure to get to know.  Go for 
it!  Shoot for the stars!

  We will be seeing each other in Tioga on April 22nd, 
and I look forward to seeing each one of you!  Bring with you 
any ideas, concerns, pictures, or information that you would 
like to share with all in our District.  “We learn from each 
other!”

For God and Country,
Brenda Ekness
District 9 President

District 9

District 8
Hello District 8 Auxiliary 

Members.  
I hope you all had a wonderful 

Christmas and I wish all of you a Happy 
New Year. I trust that you all were able 
to spend quality time with precious 
family and friends.

Thank you for your hard work bringing in membership 
for District 8. Congratulations to the following units for 
getting to the 100% or more goal:  Beach at 104.67%, New 
England at 100%, and oh so close Mott at 98.28%, Belfield 
at 98%, Halliday at 92.86%, and Richardton at 90.57%. I am 
very proud of your success. 

Have you ordered poppies and sent in your 2023 required 
contributions? If you haven’t done so, it is not too late.  
Contact the Department Office if you need replacement forms. 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the 
2023 Spring District Meeting. It will be held on March 25 in 
Belfield.  I will let you know more details as soon as I know 
them.

Take care of yourselves and may God bless each of you.
Barb Fulton
District 8 President

The North Dakota Community Grant Foundation awarded a $5,000 
grant to Mayer-Morlock Unit 250 of Gackle to replace the furnace in 
the Gackle Post.  Pictured is Unit  Treasurer Dolores Klundt  presenting 
the grant check to Post Commander Jon Metz.

Unit 250 Gackle

 

Upcoming Dates
Americanism Essay Contest – Due March 15

Education and Parley Scholarships – Due April 1

Poppy Poster Contest – Due May 1

Unit/ Service Member of the Year – Due May 15

ALA Flickertail Girls State Applications – Due May 15

ALA Flickertail Girls State Program – June 11-16

Department Convention in Bismarck – June 23-25

American Legion Auxiliary Flickertail 
Girls State will be held June 11-16, 2023, 
on the University of North Dakota campus 
in Grand Forks. Information has been sent 
to all North Dakota units and schools. 
Registration is $300 and is due by May 
15th.  Visit NDGirlsState.org or call Director 
Amanda Dinger at 701-314-2460 for more 
information and applications.

Unit Members – Deadline April 1
Report volunteer hours and resources to your Unit President

Unit President – Deadline April 15
Compile and report unit members volunteer hours and  
resources to your District President

District Presidents – Deadline May 1
Compile your unit presidents’ reports and send copies to the 
Department Office and each Department Chairman 

Department Chairmen – Deadline May 15
Submit your Year-End narrative ‘REPORT’ to your respective 
Northwestern Division Chairman and send a copy to the  
Department Office

Forms and information available online at  
www.ndala.org/reporting/

2023 Year-End Impact Reports
Deadlines for Reporting
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District 1
Sue H Buhr, Buffalo,

Virginia M. Foss, Harwood

District 2
Marilyn Gunderson, Grand Forks

Shirley M Vakoc, Grand Forks
Darlene Henschel, Cavalier

Hazel Bartron, Cavalier
Benita J Bjerke, PUFL, Lakota

T Joyce Severson, Lakota
Joann Spravzoff, Lakota

Margaret Johnson, McVille
Lorene Larson, SLM, Park River 

Maureen Setness, SLM, Park River
Leona Antonson, Park River 
Diane M Pitcher, Edinburg
Marion Capouch, Lankin

Irene Espelien, Lankin

District 3
Evelyn Law, Rolette

Kathy L Benson, St. Thomas

District 4
Ruth Engelstad, Carrington

Mary Neff, McClusky
Phyllis Otto, Gackle

District 5
Doris E Wolfe, Bismarck

Joan F. Klucker, Bismarck
Ruth Sandwick, Linton

Marjean C Boe, SLM (Past Department President  
1993-1994), Turtle Lake

Sandra M Murrey, Wilton
Delores Holman, Fredonia

District 6
Rosella Weber, SLM (Past Department President 1981-

1982), Minot
Audrey M Nissen, SLM, Minot
Shelley Cunningham, Lignite

Eva Deibert, Velva
Sharon J Hunstead, PUFL, Columbus

Mary Karna, Makoti
Betty J Davidson-Lassle, Makoti

District 7
Evelyn Henderson, SLM, Mandan

Violet Schock, Elgin 

District 8
Pauline Appledoorn, Killdeer

Grace Bach, New England
Lou Ann M Schatz, New England

District 9
Viola Homiston, Watford City

Barbara Poeckes, Crosby
Marilyn Bloom, Powers Lake 
Lois I Sneva, SLM, Grenora

Ruby Jacobson, Grenora
Laverne Fettig, SLM, Little Shell

Madeline C Baker, Little Shell

District 10
Mary Jane J Sittarich, Wahpeton

Bonnie Ziegler, Oakes
Kay Vosburg, Oakes

In Memoriam

We apologize for any omissions or incorrect 
information.

Key: HLM - Honorary Unit Member; SLM - State Life 
Member; VIM - Life Member/PUFL

21 First Avenue S.E., Minot, ND
(701) 852-0561

Open 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Mandan Regional Airport 

Lawler Field

(701) 663-0669
(701) 955-3328

www.mandanairport.com
manager@mandanairport.com

The 2023 Winter Conference Commander’s Banquet 
held on Saturday, January 28, was the setting for a special 
event arranged by District 6 President Linda Siewert.  
Minot’s annual Gold Star Mothers event, canceled because 
of inclement weather in November, was held in conjunction 
with the annual Winter Conference Banquet for the first 
time. 

Department Commander Dan Brown, serving as 
master of ceremonies for the Gold Star Mothers program, 
gave a heartfelt address and then called upon Siewert to 
introduce the honorees: Arlene Berdahl, mother of Army 
1st Class David Berdahl; Adi Reiss, mother of Staff Sgt. 
Kenneth Hendrickson; Joyce Mehrer, mother of ND Army 
National Guard Spc. Curtis Mehrer; Harriet Goodiron, 
mother of Cpl. Nathan Goodiron (member of the North 
Dakota National Guard 1st Battalion, 188th Air Defenses 
Artillery); and Sheila Richter, mother of Sgt. Travis 
Vanzoest, (member of the North Dakota National Guard 
1st Battalion, 188th Air Defenses Artillery).

National President Vickie Koutz and National Vice 
Commander Glenn Wahus were on hand to present Sheila 
Richter with a Gold Star Mother’s pin and a commemorative 
plaque in honor of her selection as 2022 Gold Star Mother 
of the Year. Department President Sandra Petermann 
presented Richter with a bouquet of yellow roses.  

Article submitted by: District 6 President Linda 
Siewert

Department Honors Gold 
Star Mothers

Pictured left to right: Joyce Mehrer, Harriet Goodiron, National 
Auxiliary President Vickie Koutz,  Sheila Richter, Adi Reiss.

Winter Conference Highlights

American Legion Oratorical Contest Winners (l-r): National Auxiliary President  Vicki Koutz, National Legion Vice Commander  Glenn Wahus, 
Contest Chairman Mike Weyrauch,  1st place winner Casey Kruger of Valley City, 2nd place winner Eva Rykowsky of Mandan,  3rd place winner 
Malachi Dilse of Scranton, 4th place winner McKenna Wilke of Cando, and National Leading Candidate Daniel Seehafer.

District Presidents with Department and National President:  (l-r) Gigi Moore, District 10; Brenda Ekness, District 9; Lualice Stockert, District 7; 
Linda Siewert, District 6; Vickie Koutz, National President; Sandra Petermann, Department President; Peggy Moran, District 5; Jane Schoonover, 
District 4; Sandra Smith, District 3; Shelley Schuster, District 2; and Berniece Froiland, District 1.

Past Department President Sharon White Bear (2021-2022) (left),  and  
sister Danile Henry present National President Vickie Koutz with a 
star quilt hand made by members of Joseph White Hawk-Elmer Bear 
Unit 253 of White Shield.

Northwestern Division National Vice President Marlene Boyer (left) 
and National Auxiliary President Vickie Koutz receive warm North 
Dakota head gear from the American Legion Department of North 
Dakota.

Auxiliary Receives 
Additional Branding

New Brand Mark Options

Set against a gold background with symbolic rays 
of the sun, the ALA’s traditional emblem has remained 
a fixture during our 103 years of service In our next era, 
complete with new brand marks courtesy of The American 
Legion, our organization will still be represented as the go-
to support for military, veterans, and their families — but 
with a different look. Because the blue star emblem is as 
much of a legacy as the Auxiliary itself, it will not be going 
away … it will simply be used in specific applications. 
A refreshed look and feel will help ALA members in 
recruiting efforts and publicizing our mission outreach to 
an audience we haven’t touched yet.

More information will be distributed in future months 
from the National and Department Offices.  We encourage 
all members to discuss these new changes in a positive and 
meaningful way.

For article and more information please see the 
website courtesy of National Auxiliary magazine and  
www.legion.org/brand/aux
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Greetings from District 1,
I would like to open my article by 

thanking the posts and their efforts to 
recruit and retain their memberships. 
Several posts attained 100% of their 
membership goal. There are others who 
are over 90%. Congratulations on your 
efforts to help maintain the Legion 
family. I would ask that you share with 
other posts what works for you in your 
recruiting efforts. Knowledge needs to be 

shared with others so that the Legion family can grow. I would 
also ask that if your post does not have a Sons of the American 
Legion that you consider getting a squadron started.  

The Spring District meeting will be at Hope, ND on April 
1st.  Registration will be at 1:00 pm and the meeting will start 
at 2:00 pm. We will be serving a lunch after the meeting.  We 
hope to see you there.

I want to mention Memorial Day and your plans for 
your post and community. I was invited to a meeting of 
a neighboring post in this district. I was visiting with the 
Adjutant and noticed that they had several boxes filled with 
American flags. I asked how many cemeteries they placed 
flags at for veterans’ graves. I was informed that they placed 
flags at nine cemeteries. The post that I belong to cares for 
four cemeteries. So where am I going with this? There are 
veterans who served this country of ours and now have passed 
on. Some no longer have family or friends that will care for 
their grave or place a flag on it in observance of Memorial 
Day. I would encourage the posts in this district to check out 
the smaller cemeteries to look for veterans and place flags on 
their graves. Let us not forget our fallen veterans.

Greetings from District 5,
I hope everyone survived the 

December blizzards and many inches 
of snow. Had a nice Christmas Eve with 
another storm Christmas Day. January 
was a lot of fog, no wind, and was much 
milder than December. The Winter 
Conference time at Minot started with 
rain, high winds, and then an Alberta 
Clipper with temperatures below 0 and 
wind making it even colder. 

The conference was well attended. The Friday, January 
27, Joint Session was impressive with elected officials 
Senators Hoeven and Kramer giving very good speeches. 
Also attending were National Vice Commander Glenn Wahus, 
National Chaplain Mark Antal, National Leading Candidate 
Daniel J. Seehafer. For the Auxiliary, Northwest Division 
National Vice President Marlene Boyer, National President 
Vickie Koutz and Department President Sandra Peterman. In 
spite of the extreme cold, the conference was well attended. I 
believe all ten districts were represented.

Coming fast is the Spring District Meeting. Fifth District 
will be at the Amvets in Bismarck on Saturday, March 25, 2023, 
at 1 p.m. Lunch at Amvets or any place of your choice with 
the meeting starting at 1 p.m. We still need a vice commander 
for 5th district. I will do another year as commander to give 
vice commander time to adjust and “Learn a few of the ropes.”

I am trying to get some post visits done. So far, haven’t 
had a lot of success, due to schedule conflicts with theirs or 
vice versa.

I would like to see a good representation from all posts as 
well as the Auxiliary at the spring meeting.

District Reports 

John Veile
1st District Cmdr

Ron Dykema
5th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 6,
Hello to all North Dakota 

Legionnaires,
It was great seeing all the members 

that attended the Winter Conference in 
Minot. It was a very good weekend. I 
think that the meal served at the banquet 
was very good.

As the chairman of the VA&R 
committee, I have to say the committee 
had a very good weekend of selling the 

sweatshirts we had for sale. I still have about 35 sweatshirts 
available in both crew neck and hoodie in medium, large, 2x, 
3x, and 4x. I sold out of the XL in both styles. If anyone wants 
to buy one, please contact me at 701-818-4777.

I am looking forward to meeting all the posts in District 
6 at our spring district meeting in Velva, ND, on the 11th of 
March. The meeting will start at 11 am with a meal and social 
once our meeting is over.  This will be my last District meeting 
as the District Commander. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time as the District Commander of District 6.

I am looking forward to seeing all the attendees at the 
summer Department Convention in Bismarck.

Allan Magnuson
6th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 7,
Activity in District 7 has certainly 

picked up recently. In November I visited 
the Mandan Post 40 meeting and hope to 
attend the 104th birthday celebration for 
the Hebron Post 100 on March 6.

The Winter Conference in Minot in 
January was very good despite the cold 
temperatures and wind.

Then as a Legion representative, I 
attended the ND Veterans Home Board 
Meeting in January and the quarterly 

ACOVA (Administrative Committee on Veterans Affairs) in 
February.

With our year coming to its end, several of our posts 
need to put an extra push on to finalize their memberships. 
The Legion’s strength is in its membership numbers and our 
veteran’s benefits are greatly influenced by that strength. So, 
the memberships are very important.

Our District 7 Spring Meeting will be hosted by Stanton 
Post 78 at the Mandan Eagles Club on March 18 starting at 
1:00 pm. A noon lunch will be served by the Eagles Club 
starting at 11:30 am with your choice of chicken or beef 
burgers. They have graciously offered their facility so please 
come out and patronize their meal.

The Spring Meeting would normally have an election 
for District Vice Commander but that position was never 
filled this past year so actually we could have elections for 
both Commander and Vice Commander. Any of our District 7 
Legionnaires would be eligible. Please consider running.

Vernon Laning
7th District Cmdr

Greetings from District 3,
It is hard to believe it is 2023 already. 

Hope everyone had a good and safe 
Holiday season. The weather has been 
very challenging this year, make sure you 
have a good survival kit with you when 
traveling.

Just returned from attending our 
Winter Conference in Minot, a lot of 
good information.

I hate to hound everyone on 
membership it is everyone’s duty to help recruit new members 
and also if you know someone that has not paid their dues 
contact them to remind them. I sent around a list of members 
in you Post that are in Post 500. I hope all Posts contacted them 
to transfer into your Post and invite them to your meetings. 

We have set our District 3 Spring Meeting and it will 
be held in York on March 26th. Social is from 3-4 with 
meeting from 4-5 with a supper to follow. The cost is $5 for 
registration and $10 for supper. Hope to see representation 
from all Posts.

I will be running for Central Region Vice Commander in 
June and would like your support!!

Greetings from District 8,
The weather has its ups-and-downs 

but every day we are a day closer to 
Spring. That means several things:

Our Spring District meeting has 
been scheduled for Saturday, March 
25th, in Belfield. The registration and 
social starts at 3:00 and the meeting 
will start at 4:00. Thank you to Post 144 
in Belfield for agreeing to be our host! 

Remember how much fun we had last fall 
in Richardton? Let’s do it again in Belfield. District meetings 
are a great time to have new members get involved, as well as 
share ideas across Posts.

Jason Anderson, our District Vice Commander, will seek 
election to be your District Commander for the upcoming year. 
We need someone to step into the District Vice Commander 
position. 

We are well into our new membership year and ND 
is at or near the top nationally for membership. Now is the 
tough time for increasing membership. Please check your 
membership lists. Has anyone intended to renew but has 
forgotten? Have you contacted members in Post 500 to ask 
them to transfer? How about people in the community who are 
veterans but aren’t yet members and could use an invitation? 
Every member counts.

We are well into our Boys State recruitment year.  Boys 
State is scheduled for June 11-16 in Wahpeton. There are 
Boys State brochures and posters on the ndlegion.org website. 
Most posts in our districts are eligible for the Hattie Tedrow 
Foundation funds. Deadline is April 15, if you have questions, 
please contact me.

We are in the season for putting together data for the 
annual Post Consolidated Reports (CPR), which are required 
of every Post. If you have questions, please contact me or the 
Department office for information.

Spring is right around the corner and we will soon be 
busy with our summer line-up of activities – Memorial Day 
observance, Flag Day flag retirement, Department Convention 
in Bismarck on June 22-25 and 4th of July Parade, etc. If we 
can help, please reach out to me or Jason. I can be contacted 
at:  AlanFehr_NDNG@usa.com.

Alan Fehr
8th District Cmdr

Jacob Volk
3rd District Cmdr

Greetings from District 2, 
Hello everyone. December was a 

trying time because of the weather and 
roads were not safe to drive on. There 
were many cancelled parties including 
the one that Grand Forks had to which 
we miss our dear friend Donna Schaeffer 
who passed away earlier in 2022. She 
and her husband provided the caroling 
and music every year. She will be truly 
missed even more. However, Thompson 

was able to have a Pancake Breakfast with Santa and my 
husband, and I helped serve pancakes and sausages. There 
were over 200 people in attendance. UND Aerospace Drone 
Team and the Grand Forks Robotics Team were also there 
to do their demonstrations. The post was able to raise over 
$1,600 in donations. 

January was the moment for many activities, to include 
the Oratorical contests, of which Park River hosted the 
Eastern Region competition on January 14th, to which there 
were three contestants: 1st place Casey Kruger, 2nd place 
McKenna Wilke, and 3rd place Grace Martin. Volunteers from 
Post 147 were Paul Daley, Duane Kram, Vern Houser, Quinn 
Thompson and the judges Isabella Dreger, Molly Flaten, 
Loretta Myruk, Josie Berg and Commander Joshua Stromberg. 
It was amazing to be there to watch the contestants as they 
gave their heartfelt speeches. First and second place winners 
from the East and West divisions went to the State Contest 
at the Winter Conference. Winners from the State Oratorical 
Contest in order were Casey Kruger, Eva Rykowsky, Malachi 
Dilse and McKenna Wilke.

At the Winter conference in Minot there were many 
National Commanders that attended to include Vice 
Commander Glenn Wahus from Watford City. There was a 
Banquet for Chaplain Antal from Edinburg on Thursday. We 
also passed out the teddy bears for the Children and Youth 
program where bears will be given to the children that are 
staying at the hospital. More bears are being ordered. 

It was also amazing to see our very own Senator Cramer 
and Senator Hoeven at the conference. It was also sad it was 
the last conference that Department Chaplain Karen Hutchins 
will be attending they are moving to Missouri. I felt that she 
was my spiritual support and sister. I am going to miss her and 
I am sure many others will too. 

Cavalier post and auxiliary will be collaborating with 
Future Business Leaders of America in March for a cooking 
competition, and all proceeds will go to the Honor Flight. I 
spoke with Brian from the Lakota post and the post purchased 
the Wall of Honor program (valued at $3k), which has been 
a big hit with the elder and hometown heroes community as 
they brought photos of themselves. The program is hoping to 
reach eight more counties so if you can, it would be a great 
way to show who your veterans and hometown heroes in your 
area.

In December, there were posts that helped the Salvation 
Army raise money for the program: Grafton helped raise 
$4,760 and Grand Forks $363.  Larimore hosted a Kiddie 
Bingo which approximately 79 kids were in attendance. 
Children were able to pick their prizes of toys and stuffed 
animals. In February, they also hosted an Ice Fishing Derby. I 
had the honor to volunteer and my first-time watching people 
ice fish. I rode with Jay Nesdahl on the tracker giving people 
rides to the weigh station, even though they were measuring 
the length not the weight. The largest I saw was a 27.5” Pike. 
Approximately 200 people participated in the event. Way to 
go Larimore! 

In February, Park River hosted a Valentine’s Day dinner 
for the Auxiliary and 20 enjoyed a delicious walleye dinner 
that was served by nine volunteers. Thank you, gentlemen, 
for a wonderful supper. Grand Forks also helped with 
the Galentine’s Day event at the GFAFB club which Bob 
Greene mentioned in his article. Thank you, Bob Greene, 
Dennis Almer, Mike Venaccio, and Shawn Gunderson for 
volunteering. For the fundraising, I volunteered with the 
Grand Forks post, Auxiliary, and SAL at Pizza Ranch to raise 

Erica Claus-Numsalli
2nd District Cmdr

Cont'd from District 2, 
funds for the children and youth programs. Thank you, Diane 
Kraemer, Aux, Ryan Caste, SAL, Ray Benson, Mike, Shawn, 
Tim Gagnon, Bob, Ron Venjohn, and Chris Davis (new 
member). 

If your post has anything going on that you wish for me 
to put in my article, please let me know the beginning of May 
and sadly my last report as your District Commander. 

Greetings from District 9,
The Winter Conference was a 

blockbuster. We got to enjoy spending 
time with the other posts, seeing all of us 
together made me proud to see us grow 
as a Department.  We talked about the 
National Commander’s project of “Be 
the One”, bringing to our attention on 
how we can help bring courage to others 
helping to prevent suicide among our 

fellow veterans. 
At the banquet, we honored the Gold Star Mothers, 

hopefully reminding them that we are here for them no matter 
how much time has passed.  

The students that participated in the Oratorical Contest 
did an impressive job. They had everyone hanging off the 
edge of their seats. The way these young people presented 
themselves made me hopeful for the future generation. I look 
forward to seeing them grow as pillars of our communities. 

I would like to thank Tioga Post #139 for their 
representation at the Winter Conference. Way to go! You are 
rock stars! I would also like to thank Tioga for hosting the 
upcoming District meeting, it will be held April 22, 2023. 
Location will be at Neset Consulting, social at 11:00, lunch at 
12:00, and meeting at 13:00.

As District Commander, I have had the privilege of 
meeting with many of the posts. Between District Vice 
Commander Scott Post and I, we would like to continue to 
build our relationship with all our posts within the District.  
We look forward to visiting with you.  – Lucinda Bolyard

Lucinda Bolyard
9th District Cmdr
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TED’S NORTHPORT TESORO
2740 North Broadway • Northport Shopping Center

Fargo, North Dakota 58102

(701) 232-8304

Spring is Near and Your Membership is Dear
Greetings! We are into the waning weeks of the 2023 

membership year and I am pleased with what I have seen so 
far. We are hitting our membership targets by the dates. I want 
to encourage you to keep up the recruiting, but do not forget 
your renewals as this is an area we can improve on. So far, we 
are at just under 80% with 837 of our goal of 1056. 

I want to challenge you all to get enough renewals and 
new members in for us to hit 1000 by the next target date of 
March 15, which will put us just under 95% of the goal. 

I attended the Winter Conference in Minot. It was a good 
time and I brought greetings to the joint session and showed 
them the Triple Nickel Award. The Detachment had its 
business meeting. Those in attendance contributed nicely to 
the discussion. We also had a training session Sunday morning 
that was a discussion of officer positions and inquiring as to 
what Squadrons need.

There is an important development, the SAL now has 
online renewal through MyLegion. Members who do not 
already have a MyLegion account are encouraged to create 
one to take advantage of this feature. This is also why 
the Squadron Data Report (SDR) forms are essential for 
Squadrons to fill out annually and submit to Headquarters, 
so your accurate dues for your Squadron are noted, otherwise 
the system will only take out the National and Detachment 
per capita dues and you will have to collect the difference. 

On February 16, we had our first monthly Detachment 
call in via Zoom. Terry Harris, Membership Chair for the 
Midwest Region joined in. There was good discussion, and 
I encourage all Squadrons to participate in them by having 
members join us. They will be held via Zoom and if you 
are not already getting emails from me via our email list, 
please let me know you are interested, and I can send the 
information for you to take part. Future calls will be on the 
third Thursday of the month at 7PM Central/6PM Mountain. 
All SAL members and interested parties are invited to attend.

We discussed ideas for activities for the upcoming 
Department Convention for SAL members, such ideas as 
a barbeque, visiting the North Dakota Heritage Center, or 
spending part of the day at a local park in Bismarck. I want 
to encourage you all to share what you would like to have 
for activities at Convention and Winter Conference going 
forward. I especially want to try to hold a Youth Academy for 
our younger members to help them complete the Ten Ideals 
and Five Point Program of Service. 

We discussed taking on a Detachment project that the 
Squadrons can help with that will benefit children in our state 
facing a parent deploying with the military or facing another 

traumatic situation. We are exploring getting involved with 
providing comfort puppies, which will complement the 
wonderful comfort teddy bears that Legion Children and 
Youth Chair Don Weible administers. I encourage Squadrons 
to help with Don’s project too, and for an enterprising SAL 
member that is passionate about our Children and Youth 
programs to consider stepping up as the chair on the SAL 
side to work alongside our Legion Department chair. More 
information will be sent as we get started on this endeavor. 

One other item that we brought up was the establishment 
of District officers, specifically Commanders, as well as 
Region Vice Commanders for the Detachment to help serve 
as an extra level of communication between the Detachment 
officers and the Squadrons.  So if you know of any candidates, 
please forward their names to us and consider attending your 
District Spring meetings.

I want to invite you to Bismarck for the Department 
Convention on June 22-25, 2023. I want to hear from you 
between now and the end of April about what activities 
and training we can provide at the event and virtually in 
conjunction with Convention outside our business meeting. 
We also will be holding officer elections for the 2023-2024 
year, so if you are interested, please contact us. One thing 
we will be working to have available for sale is Detachment 
apparel and we will be sending out information to the 
Squadrons.

In closing, I want to make myself available to you, so 
please feel free to email me at daniel.sauerwein@gmail.com 
with questions, or call/text me at 218-791-3804. Keep up the 
great work!

$2.00 off any purchase of $15.00 or more.
Excludes sale items • $15.00 is pre-tax

Just east of Cashwise, under the big yellow liquor sign

1404 33rd St. S. Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 232-7988 • Fax: (701) 237-9138
Fine Wines, Liquors and Beers

QUALITY ON TAP
Serving Rural Residents of Stutsman, Foster, 

Logan, Griggs, Kidder, and LaMoure Counties

1812 Hwy. 281 North, Jamestown, ND 58401
(701) 252-7727

srwdistrict@daktel.com

Best wishes American Legion, 
thank you for all you do and for your support.

Senator Curt Kreun

(701) 280-0414
2130 S. University Drive

Military and Senior Discounts

Leading Candidate for Natl Cmdr Seehafer, Detach Cmdr 
Sauerwein, Natl Aux Pres Koutz and Natl Vice Cmdr Wahus.

Electric Utilities • Ground Source Heat • Pump Sales & Service

4111 State Street • Bismarck, ND
(701) 223-1513 • Fax (701) 223-1557

• New Modern Terminal
• Short Lines
• Convenient & Friendly
• Free WiFi, Parking & Coffee

(800) 864-8331
or contact your local travel agent

Jet Service flights to Denver and the world!

Please Patronize our Advertisers. Advertisers support veterans by showcasing their businesses in our publications. Let’s let them know that 
we appreciate them. Please contact us at (651) 649-0020 or email npi@comcast.net to get advertising pricing and placement information.



North Dakota Legion News March 2023    Page 13

The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting. 
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives; Because of them, the world is blessed.”

Bismarck - Post #1
Breckel, Gottlieb ....................................11/19/2022 
Rowan, Robert.........................................2/05/2022 
Pfannsmith, Kevin..................................01/05/2023

Fargo – Post #2
Hanson, Christopher..............................11/20/2022

Dickinson – Post #3
Altinger, Patrick......................................10/31/2022
Heinle, Wes ...........................................12/19/2023
Praus, Larry ...........................................09/29/2022
Walter, Donald .......................................12/17/2023

Grand Forks – Post #6
Belcher, John ......................................... 11/11/2022
Hoiberg, Harvey.................................... 12/02/2022
Neiss, Dennis ....................................... 12/15/2021
Turchin, Philip ....................................... 12/26/2022
Roberts, Richard.................................., 02/27/2022
Smedhammer, Raymond ...................... 01/08/2023

Mayville – Post #8
Gerszewski, Raymond.....................Unknown DOD
Brustad, George ..............................Unknown DOD
Malcolm, John ...................................... 12/05/2022
Brustad. Kenneth .................................. 02/22/2021

Ray – Post #9
Thompson.............................. Norman, 12/17/2022

Cavalier – Post #11
Askew, Gordon .......................................... 01/2023

Washburn – Post #12
Slagg, Ernest ........................................ 12/07/2022

Casselton – Post #15
Kensok, Linus ....................................... 01/21/2022
Schmitz, Gordon ................................... 05/12/2022
Muhs, Donald ....................................... 11/26/2017

Aneta – Post #16
Eberhardt, Don .......................................... 02/2023
Locken, Peter ................................. Unknown DOD

LaMoure – Post #19
Wald, Stanley ....................................... 12/03/2022
Baker, Grant ................................... Unknown DOD
Goehring Norman ................................. 10/30/2022
Siedschlag, Leroy ........................... Unknown DOD

Wahpeton – Post #20
Cox, Charles ......................................... 11/24/2022
DeVries, James .................................... 01/03/2023
Kemmet, Eugene ............................ Unknown DOD
Lein, Jerr.............................................., 12/03/2022
Muehler, Delmer ................................... 12/10/2022
Scott, Charles ....................................... 12/01/2022
Sommers, Allan ....................................  11/11/2022
Singlemann, James .............................. 11/10/2022
Berg, Donald......................................... 11/13/2022 
Hedrick, David ...................................... 01/13/2023

Lakota – Post #21
Lang, Walter ................................... Unknown DOD

Rugby – Post #23
Wagner, David ...................................... 07/20/2022
Olson, Jerry .......................................... 12/24/2022
Rocheleau, Jerry .................................. 01/10/2023
Scheet, Gabriel ..................................... 11/17/2022
Olson, Jerry .......................................... 12/24/2022

Carrington – Post #25
Flemmer, Lynn ...................................... 05/25/2021

Minot – Post #26
Hall, Ellis ............................................... 12/27/2022
Fjeld, Jerome ........................................ 01/12/2023
Klein, Matthew ...................................... 01/30/2023
Jenson, William .................................... 02/15/2023

Harvey – Post #28
Marzolf, Curtis ................................ Unknown DOD

Fessenden – Post #33
Schimke, Gordon .................................. 12/10/2022

Velva – Post #39
Krumwiede, Bill ..................................... 12/25/2022

Mandan – Post #40
Beck, Bob ....................................... Unknown DOD
Gilbreath, Garrett ............................ Unknown DOD
Siegel, Kenneth .................................... 11/26/2022
Ciavarella, Joseph ................................ 11/30/2022
Kuntz, August ....................................... 11/26/2022

Grafton – Post #41
Kearney, Ken .................................. Unknown DOD
Kopperud, Eddie ............................. Unknown DOD

Killdeer – Post #46
Roll, Allen........................................ Unknown DOD

Cando – Post #79
Martin, Gary .......................................... 12/21/2022

Wishek – Post #87
Gall, Marvin .......................................... 07/09/2021
Ketterling, Arndt .................................... 12/13/2022
Sayler, Daniel ....................................... 12/19/2021

Willow City – Post #112
Cote, Marlin E. ...................................... 08/14/2022

Grenora – Post #116
Holm, James................................... Unknown DOD

Plaza – Post #119
Olson, Arnold .................................. Unknown DOD

Maddock – Post #123
Morken, James ..................................... 01/07/2023
Schmidt, Arlo .................................. Unknown DOD

Turtle Lake – Post #133
Vossler, Leland ..................................... 01/10/2023

Ellendale – Post #137
Grueneich, Gerald ................................ 07/31/2022

Tioga – Post #139
Herfindahl, Vern .................................... 02/02/2023

Belfield – Post #144
Basaraba, Roy ...................................... 01/29/2022
Dutke, Darryl......................................... 12/03/2022

Park River – Post #147
Bakken, Donnely .................................. 01/18/2023

Edinburg – Post #156
Flom, Jonathan ............................... Unknown DOD
Nygard, Rodney.............................. Unknown DOD
Sveen, John.................................... Unknown DOD
Sigurdson, Cecil ............................. Unknown DOD
Einarson, Harold ............................. Unknown DOD

Wilton – Post #163
Greisch, Richard ............................. Unknown DOD

Richardton – Post #180
Irion, Marvin .......................................... 10/14/2022

Grundhauser, Duane ............................ 12/19/2022
Thompson – Post #181

Majkrzak, Walter ................................... 12/17/2022
Minto – Post #201

Rudnik, Felix ................................... Unknown DOD
Glanner, Michael............................. Unknown DOD

Sanborn – Post #202
Komrosky, Lowell .................................. 11/05/2022

Erie – Post #223
Albert, Lowell .................................. Unknown DOD

Rolla – Post #235
Juntunen, Roger ...................................  11/11/2022

Neche – Post #242
Wilson, Ellis .................................... Unknown DOD

Forest River – Post #251
Riske, Donald ......................................... 1/11/2023

Streeter – Post #265
Spitzer, Berthold ................................... 11/25/2022
Schauer, Kermit .................................... 10/21/2022
Wolff, LeRoy ......................................... 01/14/2023

Butte – Post #270
Bauer, Linus.......................................... 12/06/2022

Mandaree – Post #271
Demaray, Allan ............................... Unknown DOD
Dubois, Gabriel ............................... Unknown DOD
Gunderson, Tomas ......................... Unknown DOD
Young-Bear, Frank .......................... Unknown DOD

Fordville – Post #274
Mitchell, Gerald............................... Unknown DOD
Helland, Gary.................................. Unknown DOD
Aafedt, Terry ....................................Unknown DOD

Harwood – Post #297
Oldham, John ....................................... 11/19/2022

Manvel – Post #299
Braaten, Oliver...................................... 12/11/2022
Kochevar, Ronald ................................. 12/31/2022
Nice, Kenneth ....................................... 01/06/2023
Halverson, Melvin ................................. 01/14/2023

West Fargo – Post #308
Barta, Joseph ................................. Unknown DOD
Scott, Francis.................................. Unknown DOD

Learn to save a life
Sanford Health EMS Education

Our qualified, experienced team offers 
a variety of emergency care courses 
for teens, adults, or those looking for a 
career change. For the highest level of 
convenience, the training is offered at 
flexible hours and locations.

Courses include:
  • CPR   • AED Training
  • First Aid   • EMT Classes*
  • ABCs of Babysitting   • Paramedic Training*
  • Pediatric First Aid       *College credit available

Visit sanfordhealthemseducation.org
to learn more.

EMS Education

444 Sheyenne Street, Suite 102
P O Box 458 • West Fargo ND 58078-0458

(701) 282-3249 • FAX (701) 282-0825
www.ohnstadlaw.com
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Jamestown Post #14

LOCAL SPORTS & REAL NEWS. 

Available statewide on all television providers. 

POW/MIA Ceremony on Veterans Day with the 
Jamestown Post 14 Color Guard members. From left to 
right; John Kartes, Glenn Johnson, Rod Olin, and reading 
the ceremonial script is Post 14 member Warren Tobin.

Photo by Post 14 member George Barnes

BISMARCK
ATTENTION POST 1 MEMBERS
The Post Meeting venue is back at the AmVets, 

2400 Railroad Ave, Bismarck, ND. Meeting date is 
second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM.

Upcoming Events:
Come to the ND American Legion convention at 

the Bismarck Hotel on 22-25 June 2023.  Post 1 
is proud to endorse Mamie Havelka, Past Post 1 
Commander for Commander Elect of the Depart-
ment of ND. Show your support - join us at the 

convention.  

Keep in mind our summer activities are just 
around the corner. 1) Annual Golf tournament 
2) Annual picnic 3) Summer Convention, Senior 

Home visits and more.

Post 1 Bismarck: info@americanlegionbismarck.org.  
Phone: 701-258-3101

See you soon.

On December 3rd, “Open Your Heart” selected families to shop at Target in the Kirkwood Mall in Bismarck from 7 am – 10:30 pm. 

Bismarck American Legion Post 1 "Open Your Heart" Event

Back Row L-R:  Joe Faller, Emily Handt (both on OYH Team),  
Legionnaire and Chairman of OYH Darcie Handt, Legionnaire  
Janette Fetch, Legionnaire John Griffin, Liz Landis (OYH Team).
Front Row L-R:  Legionnaire Tony Vasquez, Legionnaire Phil 
Miller, and Beth Handt (Darcie’s wife and OYH Team member).

KFYR 550 AM Radio kicked off this year’s campaign with a 
12-hour broadcast at 6:00 am at the Kirkwood Mall in Bismarck.  
They accepted cash donations and non-perishable food items.

Bottineau American Legion Post 42 Commander 
Heather Thompson presented a 50-year membership on 14 
November 2022 at the Legion monthly meeting.  Herb 
Gotter served in the US Army from 1968 to1969 as a 
wheeled vehicle mechanic serving in Vietnam for 14 
months.

Past Department Commander Steve Anderson’s 
project for 2021-2022 was to bring more awareness to 
Veteran Suicide and PTSD.  His fundraising included 
monies he earmarked for Service Dogs of America in Jud, 
ND.  Commander Anderson presented his donation check 
in the amount of $10,000 to Miss Jen for Giving Hearts 
Day.

Service Dogs of America Bottineau Post #42

Left to Right: Art Lund Post Vice Commander, Cailey Soland 6th 
District Vice Commander, Heather Thompson Post Commander 
Post 42 presenting 50-year certificate to Herb Gotter; O’Dean 
Hosna and back row, Ron Bergman.

Post #121 Hall Renovation
The Arthur Solie Post 121 in Parshall gave an 

Appreciation Dinner to all the donors, members and 
Auxiliary members who contributed to the renovation 
of the Legion Hall. The hall needed new rain gutters, 
carpeting, flooring, a new stove, and exterior painting.  
We conducted a rifle raffle in which all ten rifles/shotguns 
were sponsored. Many non-Legion members of the local 
community gave significant donations. In addition, we 
were able to obtain gaming funds from several sources, and 
a Souris Basin Horizon Fund Grant. 

Rain gutters on the north side of the building were 
misdirecting rainwater and which caused leakage into the 
building. Tollefson’s Carpetland in Minot removed the 
old torn carpet and replaced it with lighter-colored carpet 
squares and then replaced the old tile and parquet flooring 

with laminated flooring that brightened the interior. A 
North Dakota Community Foundation Grant provided the 
funds for a new glass-top range with a larger oven. The 
newly painted south wall of the building faces an empty lot 
and we are hoping to find an artist who can do a mural in 
the spring or summer.

The Legion Auxiliary donated a 75 inch HD TV 
for displaying photos of loved ones, remembrances, 
birthdays, gaming and watching sports. The Hall is used 
by the community for funeral receptions, birthday parties, 
elections, corporate meetings and training, plus, of course, 
Legion and Auxiliary meetings. Anyone interested in 
renting the Legion Hall can contact Jackie Dwyer at 701-
862-3030.
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Grand Forks Post #6
Grand Forks AFB’s 2nd Annual Galentines event was 

held at the Northern Lights Club on February 3, 2023. 
For those not familiar with Galentines (with emphasis on 
“Gal”) it is an event held on or before Valentine’s Day 
to celebrate friendship (typically amongst women). This 
event, open to military/retirees (including dependents), and 
civil service employees. It consisted of 6 BINGO games, 
raffle tickets, and Bonanza BINGO (similar to pull tabs). 
Except for the final blackout BINGO, the game/raffle 
prizes were high-end purses/handbags. The final BINGO 
prize was a weekend trip in Las Vegas. This is the 2nd year 
Post 6 helped by selling additional BINGO cards, raffle 
tickets, and Bonanza BINGO games. With 150 attendees, 
the selling was fast and furious. At the event’s end, Post 
6 helped raise $2,500 for future Morale, Welfare, and 
Recreation (MWR) programs. If you have sharp eyes, you 
will see Legionnaire Greene’s cap is on backwards.

Submitted by Legionnaire Bob Greene
Grand Forks Post 6, Membership Chair 

t h e  f o c u s  i s  o n  y o u

Main Office:
818 E. Main Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58502

701.223.6533

info@vueccu.com
www.vueccu.com

NMLS# 191824

Twelve members of the Post 6 American Legion Family 
(Legion, Auxiliary, Sons) were on site at the Grand Forks 
Pizza Ranch on Monday, January 30, 2023, to promote and 
fundraise for the Boys and Girls State. Thanks to the Pizza 
Ranch’s Community Impact Give Back program, the Post 
6 Family bused tables and interacted with customers to 
promote The American Legion’s mission. By closing time, 
there were $233 in tips with the Pizza Ranch’s donation 
receipts yet to be tallied. Previous Post 6 promotional 
evenings netted better than $600 for each event. 

Post 6 Legionnaires Dennis Almer, Shawn Gunderson, Michael 
Venaccio and Bob Greene

Past Department Auxiliary President Diane Kraemer and Post 
6 1st Vice Commander Ray Benson staffing a Boys/Girls State  
Promotional Fundraiser at Grand Forks Pizza Ranch

Cando Post #79

Wild game feed hosted by Cando Post #79. Serving Steve Anderson, 
Dept Cmdr Dan Brown, Troy Reemtsma and Derrick Childs.

EYE
CONSULTANTS

OF

NORTH DAKOTA

3171 44th St S
Fargo, ND

701.235.0561

eyeconsultantsnd.com

Fargo Donates
On January 26, Fargo Gilbert C. Grafton Post 2, 

donated $1,000 to the Community Resource and Referral 
Center and Homeless Veterans Program. The VA had a goal 
to house 38K homeless veterans during CY22; Fargo VA’s 
target was 136. The goal was surpassed by housing 41,760 
nationally and 159 veterans in the Fargo VA catchment 
area.

The Fargo VA Health Care System Center for 
Development & Civic Engagement (CDCE) Homeless 
Veterans Program uses donated funds in a variety of ways:

• Assisting Veterans with housing needs.
• Equipping newly housed Veterans with the tools and
   supplies needed to be successful.
• Purchasing clothing and supplies required for 
   employment.
• Reducing food scarcity concerns.

Hope Post #18

On February 18, 2023, Hope American Legion sponsored and put 
on bingo at the ND Veteran’s Home. Legionnaire Jim Volk hands 
out prizes.

Hope American Legion donated $200 to the ND Veteran’s Home 
wood shop for supplies Pictured L to R: Jim Volk, resident Babe 
Leadbetter, Danny McCullough and Activities Director Megan 
Sanders.

(701) 852-1491

$2000 Grand Prize Winner  
Steve Ackerman of Wahpeton Post 20

 
$1000 Prize Winner 

James Ekren of Harwood Post 297
 

$200 Prize Winners 
Steve Anderson of Wyndmere Post 153
Tom Laney of New Rockford Post 30

$100 Prize Winners 
Dale Hatzenbuhler of Dickinson Post 3

Douglas Witmier of Streeter Post 265

Richard Mecham of Edinburg Post 156

Robert Miller of Casselton Post 15

Kenneth Blazer of Wyndmere Post 153

Gary Bergstrom of Ray Post 9

American Legion Department of ND 2023 
President's Day Sweepstakes Winners

The drawing was held on Friday, February 17, 2023 at the 
American Legion Department of ND
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Corteva Agriscience
Wahpeton Production

17835 Highway 13
Wahpeton, ND 58075

701-642-5300
™ ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its a�liated companies. © 2022 Corteva

104th American Legion 
Department Convention

June 23-25, 2023
Bismarck Hotel and Conference Center
Hosted by Joseph E. Appert Post 126 

of Hazelton, ND
701-258-7700

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Room Reservation Block Rate 
Cutoff: May 22, 2023

Friday, June 23, 2023
 9:00 am  DEC Meeting 
  1:00 pm   Registration (closes at 5:00 pm) 
  1:30 pm  Resolutions 
  3:00 pm  Department Veteran Service Officer  
    Hours (until 6:00 pm)
  3:00 pm   Legion Riders
  3:00 pm   40 et 8 Cheminot 
  4:00 pm  Finance Committee Meeting 
  4:30 pm  Constitution and By-Laws  
    Committee 
  4:00 pm  District Officers Flag Rehearsal 
  4:30 pm  Past Dept Commanders Social and  
     Dinner
  5:00 pm  Foundation Meeting 
  5:00 pm  Credentials Committee
  5:30 pm  First Time Attendees  
  7:00 pm   Joint Opening Session 

Saturday, June 24, 2023
  8:00 am  Registration (closes at 3:00 pm)
  8:00 am  Incoming Officers Meet and Greet  
     with Incoming Commander and  
    President  
  8:00 am   Americanism/C&Y Committee
  8:00 am  Media Alliance
  9:00 am  40 et 8 Grand Promenade
  9:00 am  District Officers/CPR's
  9:00 am  SAL Meeting
  10:00 am  Training Session
  11:00 am   Boys State 
  11:00 am  Athletic Committee
  11:00 am  Credentials Committee 
  1:00 pm  Legion General Session 
  3:15 pm  Regional Caucuses
  4:00 pm  National Convention Meeting  
  4:00 pm   SAL Training Session
  4:00 pm  Department Veteran Service Officer  
     Hours (until 5:00 pm)
  5:00 pm  Pillars to Post Reception
  5:30 pm  Social
  6:30 pm  Department Convention Banquet 
  7:30 pm  Dance 

Sunday, June 25, 2023
  8:00 am  Department Veteran Service Office  
     Hours (until 9:00 am)
  8:00 am  Oratorical Committee
  8:00 am  VA&R Committee 
  8:00 am  Incoming Officer Pictures 
  8:00 am  Registration (closes at 9:00 am)
  9:00 am  Credentials Committee 
  9:00 am  Joint Worship Service 
    Joint Session 
    Legion Session 
    Post Convention DEC Meeting 
    Organizational Meeting (Newly  
     Elected District and Dept Officers)

 

FARGO | SOUTH FARGO | WAHPETON 
CARRINGTON | BISMARCK | WATFORD CITY 

ELITE TIRE- WILLISTON

OIL CHANGES & 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

Honoring Heroes
Engaging Communities
Defending Freedom
We have a lot in common.
Thank you for your service defending democracy 
& freedom of the press.

inforum.news/hero

Support the future 
of quality, local news 
with a subscription.


