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Greetings from District 1,

I have to ask, has it quit snowing
yet? While I hope to get a chuckle from
some of you, I know that it has not
been a winter where one can find any
enjoyment out of the constant barrage
of winter storms and roads closed and
all the other fun activities that seem to
follow the white stuff falling from the
skies. When I was working with the
Hope Post as to a date for our spring
district meeting, it was felt by some that we would be in the
field and we should try to have it earlier. It was decided to
go with April 1%, April Fool’s Day and what a day it was.
We were able to have the meeting despite bad roads from
a storm the day before. My thanks go out to the Hope Post
18 for their hospitality and flexibility. They were gracious
hosts. My thanks also go out to those who were able to
attend the meeting.

I hope that the posts in this district have made plans for
Memorial Day for the remembrance of our fallen comrades
who have passed on and have given us the responsibility
and privilege of paying our respects to those who have
gone on before us. [ have to say when I started placing
flags in cemeteries that did not have anyone remembering
those who had gone before, I found myself deeply moved
by the discoveries I made. Civil war veterans, Spanish
American war, World War I, World War II, Korea, and
Vietnam. Some were waggoneers, some were in the
artillery, Navy, Air Force or some were only listed as had
died at a military installation. I thought to myself, and I
want to pass it on to you that maybe their families are gone
but we, in the American Legion, are their family, and we
need to remember our comrades in arms who defended our
freedoms in ages past and now we need to honor them for
their sacrifices.

I also would encourage the posts in our district to send
delegates to the summer convention that will be held in
Bismarck. It is your Legion and your participation counts.
Best wishes for the summer and I hope to see you all In
Bismarck.

Jon Veile
1% District Cmdr

Greetings from District 2,

Hi everyone. This is a somber article
because this will be my last article as
your District Commander. I have learned
a lot from the posts that I have visited,
and from those that I was able to call and
check up on when I wasn’t able to visit
them in person.

April weather certainly took us for a
loop when Mother Nature couldn’t tell us
when the snow would stop. There were
some flooded areas, but thankfully not like last year.

A follow-up with the cooking competition in Cavalier.
There were ten FBLA members and seventeen legion
members that provided the food for the competition, and over
100 people participated in the tasting of the delicious food of
which they were able to raise $3,500 for the Honor Flight.
Way to go! Thank you for the support to help the veterans go
to Washington, D.C.

For April, we had our Spring District meeting in Park
River on April 15" There were 12 posts and 42 members
that attended to which there were awards for Early Bird,
100% membership, Children and Youth and Americanism.
Congratulations. For the Auxiliary, there were 12 posts, 27
members and two guests. We also would like to congratulate
Duane Kram who was selected to be our next Vice Commander.
Congratulations, Duane. After the meeting, we were served
yummy sloppy joes, beans, cookies, and coffee. Thank you,
Park River, for hosting such a wonderful and important event.

Right after the District meeting, Tim and I went straight
to Thompson to help with the Smoker fundraiser that was
hosted by the Men’s Club of Thompson to raise funds for the
wrestling club. The Legion helped with serving beverages to
225 people. We had such a wonderful time there chatting with
and serving the people.

As we approach Memorial Day in May, there will be
several events that will take place. Many of you will be placing
flags on the graves of our departed veterans. Know that what
you do for them is such an honor to do each and every time.
Thank you so very much. I will be helping Grand Forks on
Friday with the flags and Saturday with poppy distribution,
Sunday morning with Edinburg placing flags, and Monday
with the ceremony in Grand Forks and a speech in Lankin.
Monday will also be flag retrieval. If you are able to, please
help your local community.

In June, Grand Forks will be hosting the Fishing Derby in
Larimore. It is anticipated that there will be over 50 children
attending, in addition to five Legion members volunteering.
Don’t forget Flag Day on June 14™. There will also be a lot of
Legion baseball tournaments. If you know of any towns that
are participating in Legion baseball stop by and support them.

Speaking of baseball events, Inkster will be hosting their
65" anniversary of the Legion Team on June 17" at the old
Inkster Hall with doors opening at 0900. There will also be
lunch served, the ceremony, and a short parade. There are six
members remaining: Vern Schanilec, Ernie Schanilec, Benny
Lucht, Ivan Lucht, Lee Ferguson, and Lloyd Omdahl. It would
be so wonderful to see you there and have a huge turnout for
this once in a lifetime event.

Also, our summer convention is the last weekend of June
in Bismarck at the Bismarck Hotel and Conference Center.
There, I will be handing the flag to my Vice Commander, Jay
Nesdahl. Jay, you will be a great Commander to this incredible
District.

Erica Claus-Numsali
2" District Cmdr

District Reports

I want to thank each and every one of you for the
guidance, camaraderie, trust, and bond that I will never forget
through the visits and phone calls. Thank you so very much
for allowing me to be your commander. I look forward to
seeing you again in the future.

Greetings from District 3,

It is hard to believe that a year
is already almost gone. It has been a
busy year visiting posts in District 3. 1
enjoyed going from post to post visiting
with Legion members.

At our District 3 Spring Meeting,
we had a great turn out with almost
70 Legion, Auxiliary, SAL members
attending. I would like to thank York
for setting up and hosting the meeting.
The Auxiliary cooked and served the best meal we could
have every asked for, Thank You Auxiliary for doing that.

Our Department Convention is coming up on June 23-
25,2023, in Bismarck. Hope to see everyone there. Looks
like spring finally made it, it has been a long stormy winter.
I hope nobody is being flooded out if you are and need
help, let Robert or myself know we will do what we can
to help.

At the convention I will be replaced by Robert Wishart
as District 3 Commander. [ will be running for Central Vice
Commander. [ would like the support from District 3,4, and
5. Have a good and safe summer.

Jacob Volk
34 District Cmdr

Greetings from District 4,

I am not much of a writer as you
can tell from my absence in the last two
papers. Please forgive me for that.

I am glad, as I’'m sure many of you
are, that spring is finally here!! I want
to say “Thank You” to all who were
able to make it out to the Spring District
meeting we held at the All Vets Club in
Jamestown on March 23rd. And I want
to invite everyone to plan to attend the
State convention and next Fall’s District meeting. A big
“Congratulations” to all the Posts that received awards at
the spring meeting, keep up the good work. At the spring
meeting I said I would serve another term and Randy
Entzminger was elected to the District Vice-Commander
position.

As always, feel free to call or email me if you would
like me to visit your Post. On March 24th Post 250 in
Gackle had the American Legion Birthday Party and we
had Major Steve Inglish speak about his time serving in
Poland last year and about all the care packages sent to him
for the Ukrainian refugees. His presentation was amazing!

Thank you District 4 for all that you do!!

Jon Metz
4% District Cmdr

Major Steve Inglish

Greetings from District 5,

I think winter might be behind us!
Looking at my yard, the 7 to 8-foot
snow piles are gone. Amazingly, there
is no runoff.

We had our 5" District Spring
Meeting on March 25 at the Bismarck
AmVets hosted by Garrison Post 49 and
Bismarck Post 1. A very good meeting
and turnout — only two posts didn’t
have representatives. There were 24
Legionnaires in attendance. We did find a 5" District Vice
Commander — Janette Fetch from Bismarck Post 1. I think
she will do a terrific job as District Vice Commander and
next year as 5" District Commander. They unanimously
made me 5" District Commander for another year. I will
try to do a good job for all of you.

The Department Convention is coming up fast on June
23,24, and 25. It will be at the Bismarck Hotel in Bismarck,
ND, and will be hosted by my home post Hazelton Post
126. I’'m hoping for another good representation from
5™ District and the rest of state as Bismarck is centrally
located.

Hope to see you at Bismarck. Enjoy the rest of spring
and summer and be safe.

Ron Dykema
5 District Cmdr

Greetings from District 6,

This is my last article as your
District Commander, and I am a little
sad about not being your District
Commander at the end of June. I want
to let you all know I was extremely
proud of all of you that attended the
spring district meeting.

I want to thank the county VSO’s
Lynn Price from Renville County, Jim
Davenport from McHenry County, and Heather Thompson
from Bottincau County for making a very successful
session in Kenmare, ND, on June 10 to help 15 veterans
understand what they can file for and to understand the new
PACT Act and how to go about starting a claim with the
VA. We will be having another session on Wednesday the
28th of June in Bottineau starting at 6pm for veterans in the
surrounding area to get information and help with claims
with the VA.

I am hoping that at the State Convention I will be
elected to the West Region Vice Commander position by
all four districts in the West Region.

I thank all legionaries for the support they have given
me during my two years as District Commander for the 6th

Allan Magnuson
6" District Cmdr

Greetings from District 7,

Well, I think winter has finally
left us. So now all the outside projects
are starting up as well as some very
important holidays. Both Memorial Day
and July 4" Independence Day provide
our Legion Posts an opportunity to get
out in front of the public and let them
know our proud heritage. Our veterans

have given so much and sometimes
people need to be reminded.

March had its share of activity. I attended Hebron’s
104" birthday celebration which was fun as well as filling
thanks to the potluck meal. Then we held our Spring District
Meeting in Mandan on March 18 and contrary to my last
article, the Mandan Post 40 hosted the meeting at the
Mandan Eagles club. Although elections were scheduled,
no one stepped up for either the Vice-Commander or
Commander positions so at this point it looks like I’ll
continue as District 7 Commander for another year. The
Vice Commander position is still open for any interested
legionnaire.

Regarding our membership goal, we did not achieve
the desired 100% by the middle of April. However, our
district did have the best percentage in the state at 95.17%
which slightly edged out several other posts that had 94%
or better. Congratulations, but we really need to push for
more members, especially younger veterans.

As always, if your post is having a scheduled meeting,
I’d appreciate a heads-up so I can try to attend. Or if you
are having an activity that I can assist with, please let me
know. The best contact method would be my email address
at vlaning@bis.midco.net.

With that, I’1l sign off. I hope to see many of you at the
Department Convention in Bismarck this year on June 23-
25. Don’t forget to get your registrations in for the banquet
too.

Vernon Laning
7% District Cmdr

Greetings from District 8,

Thank you for allowing me to be
your District Commander this past
year. It is the best job in the American
Legion!

Congratulations to Posts who
were successful in recruiting and thank
you to the Posts who completed their
CPR reports. Hopefully, you have a

full slate of officers for the year and are
ready for your summer activities.

Jason Anderson will return as your District Commander
for the coming year and Ed Dick will once again be your
District Vice Commander. It will be a good year with two
experienced individuals. They will assume their duties this
summer at the Department Convention.

The Department Convention will be in Bismarck at
the Bismarck Hotel and Conference Center on June 23-25,
2023. Department Conventions are always a lot of fun and
I am looking forward to seeing you there.

I hope you have a great summer, filled with fun and
family time.

If we can help, please reach out to me or Jason. I can
be contacted at: AlanFehr NDNG(@usa.com

Alan Fehr
8™ District Cmdr
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Finish Strong and Plan for the Future

Greetings again to the Department of North Dakota! We
are almost at the end of the 2023 membership year, but there
is still time to get renewals in and new members recruited.
We are hitting our membership targets by the dates. I want
to encourage you to keep up the recruiting, but do not forget
your renewals, as this is an area we can improve in. As of
our early May report we are at just over 92% with 979 of our
goal of 1056. Folks, I want us to hit 1110 members by June
15, which would put us at 105% of goal, which is only 131
members away. Let’s push hard and finish strong.

As we wrap up the year, | want to encourage Squadrons
to submit your Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR) if you
haven’t already done so, as well as your annual Squadron
Data Report (SDR). As you hold elections for officers,
please make sure you send the officer report form to
Department HQ, so we can have updated points of contact
for each Squadron. To the rest of the membership, please
log into MyLegion.org and update your contact information,
especially your email address, so we can keep in contact
with you. We only have maybe 25% of member emails and I
promise we will only send you news on Detachment virtual
Zoom calls, and other important news related to Detachment
activities to keep you informed.

Our Detachment calls are going on and are a chance for
you to hear from us and us to hear from you in between our
Convention and Winter Conference. They are held via Zoom
and if you are not already getting emails from me via our
email list, please let me know if you are interested and I can
send the information to you. Calls are on the third Thursday
of the month at 7PM Central/6PM Mountain. At April’s
call, the officers discussed Convention ideas and starting to
develop a five-year plan for the Detachment.

Beck-Sherven-Foreman
American Legion Post 290
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Speaking of the Convention, I want to invite all
SAL members to come to Bismarck June 23-25 for the
Convention. We will have our business meeting, including
election of officers, and we are hoping to have a couple of
other activities planned for you all. We especially want to
see new members and members from our newer Squadrons
attend and make new friends.

Regarding Detachment officer elections, if you have
dedication and ambition, and are a go-getter, please consider
serving as an officer at the Detachment level. We are a great
team and would love to grow with you and continue the
work. Please do not feel intimidated, as we are here to help
guide and mentor you. Same with being a Squadron officer,
please do not be nervous, reach out with questions, we are
here to help.

The Detachment is exploring starting a project that the
Squadrons can help with that will benefit children in our state
facing a parent deploying with the military or facing another
traumatic situation. We are exploring getting involved with
Operation A.L.F., a Detachment of Wisconsin program that
provides comfort puppies, named ALF (for American Legion
Family) to children. The puppies are $10 each and feature a
red T-shirt with all the Legion Family emblems on them.

This project will complement the wonderful comfort
teddy bears that Legion Children and Youth Chair Don
Weible administers. I encourage Squadrons to help with
Don’s project too, and for an enterprising SAL member that
is passionate about our Children and Youth programs to
consider stepping up as the chair on the SAL side to work
alongside our Legion Department chair. This is a great
opportunity for Squadrons to work in their communities
to raise funds to get the puppies and distribute them to a
local hospital, as well as first responders, and also nearby
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military units to provide for families facing deployment,
illness, or other hardship, where a child needs comfort. More
information will be sent as we get started on this endeavor.

One other item that we are exploring is the establishment
of District officers, specifically Commanders, as well as
Region Vice Commanders for the Detachment to help serve
as an extra level of communication between the Detachment
officers and the Squadrons, so if you know of motivated up
and coming leaders that would be good candidates, please
forward their names to us and consider attending your
District meetings and making your presence known to the
Legion Family. We will work with the Department to see
how to make these changes reality in the future as part of the
five-year plan we are developing.

If you are interested in being a delegate to National
Convention in August in Charlotte, NC, please reach out to
myself, or one of the other Detachment officers. Last year
was my first time attending a National Convention and it
is truly an awesome experience that I would encourage
members to attend if possible. You get to meet so many
members from around the country and it is a great learning
opportunity. Let’s have a full slate of delegates this year.

Again, as your Squadron does activities, please take
pictures and send me information on it, as I am happy to
include it in this column. As we head into the summer
season, please remember our veterans and their families in
your thoughts and prayers and see if there are ways your
Squadron can meet any needs.

In closing, please feel free to email me at daniel.
sauerwein@gmail.com with questions, or call/text me at
218-791-3804. Thank you for all you do for the Sons of the
American Legion and keep up the great work.

For God and Country.

Quilts of Valor

CHI Health at Home & Hospice along with Missouri
River Quilts of Valor both of Bismarck, had the privilege
of awarding a Quilt of Valor to Emil Sprenger at his home.
Emil served in the United States Army from June 20, 1946,
to October 20, 1947, in Japan. His rank was E-3 (PFC).
His Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) was Rifleman.
Emil’s primary duty location was Japan, where he was an
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MP (Military Police) in Occupied Territory 669. He is the
recipient of Army Occupation Medal Japan, WWII Victory
Medal, and WD CIR 118-46. Emil’s memberships include
American Legion — McClusky, Amvets — Bismarck where he
was a founding member and the VFW.

Mr. Sprenger, thank you for your service!

Did you know?
You can recycle your
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Recycling and donate
the value to Cass/Clay
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POST EVERLASTING

The following North Dakota Legionnaires have been reported by their respective posts to have died and been transferred to the Post Everlasting.
“Because of them, our lives are free; Because of them, our nation lives, Because of them, the world is blessed.”

Bismarck - Post #1

Bauman, Clarence.............. Unknown DOD
Dilger, Anton ....................... Unknown DOD
Dockter, Gustave................ Unknown DOD
Graf, Norman......c....cc......... Unknown DOD
Laundreaux, Louis.................... 01/12/2023
Pfannsmith, Kevin............... Unknown DOD
Rowan, Robert.................... Unknown DOD
Sakariasen, John...................... 03/26/2023
Saude, Joel........ccoevveeeeeenn.. Unknown DOD
Schuchard, Lyle.................. Unknown DOD
Thorstenson, Dale.............. Unknown DOD
Wolf, Harold ........................ Unknown DOD
Fargo — Post #2
GIGBEMIEED................................. 10/27/2021
Heyd, Lawrence............ccccuuuuee. 12/30/2021
Joppa, Leonard.........ccccceeeeeeee. 11/16/2022
BIEEE(, Myron . it ——" 03/28/2023
Grand Forks — Post #6
Jordan, Clifford ..............ooooune.... 04/15/2023
Buffalo — Post #10
Sproul, John ............................. 07/29/2022
Johnson, John .........cccc..oooeeel. 03/22/2023
Jamestown — Post #14
Bensch, Harold................... Unknown DOD
Herr, Raynard ..................... Unknown DOD
Kolrud, D....oovveeeeieeeeeen Unknown DOD
Yetterboe, Duane................ Unknown DOD
Hope — Post #18
Semrad, Victor...........covveeeenen. 01/22/2023
Wahpeton — Post #20
Singelmann, James.................. 11/10/2022
Rugby — Post #23
Olson, Jerry ..., 12/24/2022
Rocheleau, Jerry ...
Berndt Sr, Alvin.......cccoevveeiiean. 01/15/2020
Ekren, Leleand ..., 04/22/2023
Hornstein, Boniface................... 04/09/2023
New Rockford — Post #30
Hillebrand, Michael................... 03/13/2023
Oakes — Post #36
Kelly, Timothy .........ccccccceunnnnnnn. 04/04/2023
Bottineau — Post #42
Thompson, Lyle.................. Unknown DOD
Killdeer — Post #46
Roll, Allen ......coocovvevneviennnnnn. Unknown DOD
Bowman - Post #48
Fulton, James.......ccccoeveenn. 02/16/2023
Schuh, Harold...............cooouue..... 05/03/2023
Garrison — Post #49
Zonk, Donald ..., 07/22/2022
Iverson, James..........ccceeeeunnneee. 12/12/2022
Hopkins, Kenneth...................... 04/01/2023
Ashley — Post #53
Miller, EIO........coeveeeeenennee. Unknown DOD
New England — Post #66
Buzalsky, Gilbert....................... 04/07/2023
Dill, Willard...........ccoeeeeeeeeeeeeenns 04/28/2023
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Mott — Post #71

Colgrove, Bruce.................. Unknown DOD
Dill,, Ly S————, Unknown DOD
Crosby — Post #75
Alcock, Jerry.......ccvvvvvennnnns Unknown DOD
Bakke, George.................... Unknown DOD
Hanisch, Jon....................... Unknown DOD
Hinricksen, Gerald.............. Unknown DOD
Moe, Colin .....cevvvviieiiannnn. Unknown DOD
Cando — Post #79
Wagenman, Harlan................... 02/22/2023
Lidgerwood — Post #84
Duba, Norman............cccceeevvevnnnen.. 03/2023
Wisnewski, William................... 02/03/2023
Hankinson — Post #88
Nelson, Neil .........ccccccooeene.. Unknown DOD
Portland — Post #93
Brunsdale, John........................ 03/27/2023
Nelson, Donald...........ccc........... 11/15/2022
Larimore — Post #97
Tuma, Albert ..........oooevvveeeeeen... 03/04/2023
Hebron — Post #100
Barth, Joseph .......cccccccuninnnnnnn. 03/04/2023
Wildrose — Post #110
Burtman, Jerald................... Unknown DOD
Hannaford — Post #113
Gronneberg, Douglas................ 04/30/2023
Johnson, Helen...........cccocoo.. 04/26/2023
Hettinger — Post #115
Dannenfelzer, Marvin................ 02/21/2023
Grenora — Post #116
Smith, Winfred..............coovvvnne.. 02/17/2023
Holm, James.........ccccoevvnveennnnenn. 02/28/2022
Plaza — Post #119
Gray, Brian........cccccoeovviiiiiennnn. 04/08/2023
Parshall — Post #121
Lindee, David..........cccceeeeeeeennn. 03/11/2023
Maddock — Post #123
Haugen, Keith............ccccccvvnnne. 03/02/2023
Turtle Lake — Post #133
Bailey, Robert ............cccvveeeenn. 03/09/2023
Faudskar, Chester.................... 04/18/2023
Stanley — Post #134
Dokken, Donald.................. Unknown DOD
Nesheim, Mark ................... Unknown DOD
Edgeley — Post #146
Lagodinski, Jerry ................ Unknown DOD
Park River — Post #147
Henley, Frank ...........cccccccuvvnnne. 04/20/2023
Wyndmere — Post #153
Solberg, Arthur......................... 04/19/2023
Granville — Post #155
Harmon, Harold ........................ 01/31/2023
Kuhnhenn, Robert .................... 03/11/2023
Lankin — Post #157
Vondra, Morris ......c.coeevvveennnneen. 03/15/2023
Wilton — Post #163
Hagen, Martin.........ccccccceeeeennee 01/13/2023
Ylitalo, Dennis..............cceeeeee..... 10/23/2021
OUR VETERANS p %
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Milton — Post #179

MclLeod, Floyd ... ... 10/2022
Hazen — Post #189
Knoell, Gerald...........ccccoovieeen.. 04/11/2023
Dschaak, Leo........ccccccvvvveneennnnn. 04/24/2023
Gwinner — Post #191
Klemetson, Roger..................... 04/07/2023
Woodworth — Post #205
Dunphy, Don........ccccceeunnnee. Unknown DOD
Rutland — Post #215
Lysne, Richard.................... Unknown DOD
Makoti — Post #230
Petrick, Steve ......ccooovveevivnnennnn. 09/02/2022
Rolla — Post #235
Ryyth, Rudolph.........cccccvvvnnnnn. 03/29/2023
Wimbledon — Post #236
Lulay, Timothy..........ccccvvveeee.nn. 10/22/2021
Samek, Bernard.............ccco....... 08/14/2021
Michigan — Post #238
Foss, Philip ......oevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnes 12/07/2022
Kallestad, Kenneth ................... 07/20/2022
York — Post #268
Jenssen, Larry......cccccovevveenn. 02/04/2022
Galchutt — Post #282
Quamme, Roger ..........coeeeen. 12/22/2022
New Town — Post #290
Quale, Darrel ...................... Unknown DOD
Steen, Le€.....ccooeveereenneenn.n. Unknown DOD
Turner, Robert .......cccovveeeein. 04/14/2023
Harwood — Post #297
Gourde, Paul ...........ccoovveee. 05/07/2023
Rook, William...........cccceeeeeeeen. 03/07/2023
Manvel — Post #299
Busha, John........cccccceeeeiiininnn, 03/18/2023
Kvasager, Arvin...........ccccccuvnne. 04/13/2023

CHOOSE A BANK

THAT PROUDLY
SERVES YOU.

—_J AR

Western State Bank
offers exclusive
benefits for
customers who serve
(or have served) in the
United States military.

Western

Bank . Invest . Insure

Your Hometown Bank

=
Stop in today and ask
about Freedom Banking.

WESTERNBANKS.COM
DEVILS LAKE + FARGO » WEST FARGO

Member FDIC




Page 14 June 2023

Notth Dakota Legion News

Your local Post can be featured on this page in future issues by sending photographs and short stories to: North Dakota
Legion News. P.0. Box 5057. West Fargzo. ND 58078. All vhotos must be originals and cannot be clivved from local newspapers.

Jamestown Post #14

On April 14, American Legion Post 14 conducted a flag folding ceremony for Mrs. Frey’s and Mrs. Maus’s fifth grade classes at Gussner Elementary. Legion members Dennis
Mansavage, Mike Allmer and George Barnes engaged the class with questions about the history of the American Flag and presented them with each folding of the flag and presented
information about what the folds represent. Some of the students happily participated in assisting the Legionnaries.

Thank you to the faithful volunteers at the Post 2
bike shop. A little-known project that has been going on
for years is refurbishing bikes for those in need. Many of
the bikes have been given out to Veterans. A huge thanks
to long time Post 2 Legionnaire Will Hebert, Russ Able and
Dan Gronlend. Also, thanks to Steve Parmer, not pictured,
who is another volunteer for the bike shop who also finds
those Veterans in need of a bike.

Dickinson Matthew Brew Post 3 communications
officer Christie Chernich recently fulfilled her childhood
dream of playing in a professional musical group when
she was selected to perform with The Ringing Nativity, a
professional handbell performance January 7 at The
Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C.

Christie’s story starts when she was 12 years old, and
she joined the St. John Lutheran Church Handbell Choir
with her mom. She quickly learned the rhythm of ringing
and played until she graduated from high school. Her dream
was to play in a military band, so she auditioned and made
the Army Band. But after six months of work she didn’t
make the final cut. She then switched to the MOS 75H,
or personnel services specialist. She served at Fort Hood,
Texas then USAE Baumholder Army Base in Germany.
Her musical career on hold, she never forgot her dream.

After her military career ended, she returned to
Dickinson, again took up handbells and eventually
joined the local American Legion, currently serving as
communications officer and as a member of the Honor
Guard. Last fall, she auditioned for The Ringing Nativity
and was selected for the prestigious performance. The event
cost her around $2,500; Post 3 insisted on contributing
$1,500 to support one of their own.

Christie said future professional handbell ringing
experiences are in her future now that she’s achieved her
dream. She would love to perform professionally again and
travel while doing so. “It’s come full circle,” she said.

On April 1, Post Commander Cary Fuglestad of Hope #18 present-
ed Department Commander Dan Brown with a check for $500 to
be used for the Department Service Officer’s expenses.

Dickinson Post #3

Tioga Post #139

A welcome home supper for all Vietnam era Veterans
was held in Tioga on March 31 commemorating the day
50 years ago when combat operations in Vietnam ended.
Nineteen veterans received a pin and a proclamation. Also,
three spouses of deceased Veterans were recognized as
well.

Legion guests included Glenn Wahus American
Legion National Vice Commander, West Region
Department Executive Committeeman Mike Weyrauch,
9" District Commander Lucinda Bolyard, 9* District Vice
Commander Scott Post and Ed Ennis, DAV Representative.
Over 70 people attended the event.
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Manvel Post #299 with their 100% Honor Ribbons for 37 years,
National Emergency Fund Donor for 12 years and a POW/MIA
Ribbon.
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Brocket Post #61

American Legion Honors Local Veteran
for 50 years of Membership

A half-century ago, gasoline was 35 cents a gallon,
the average cost of a home was $15,000, and Richard
Nixon was in the White House. The year 1973 was also the
year one member of Post 262 in Belcourt, ND joined the
American Legion.

Local Air Force Veteran, Commander Howard Longie
was recently recognized by the highest levels of the national
veteran organization for his half-century service to the
American Legion. The post congratulated Howard on his

50 years of membership with the Lilley-Dionne American
Legion Post 262. Thanked him for his service — not only as
a 50-year member of the Legion but more importantly for
his courage and selflessness in the defense of liberty.

Presented was a 50-year continuous membership star
patch, American Legion 50-year Continuous Membership
Certificate and Eagle/Flag Trophy with the engraving:
“American Legion Post 262 Belcourt, ND; Commander
Howard Longie; 50 Years Membership.
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District 3 Commander Jack Volk had the honor of present-
ing Norman Peterson his 70-year continuous membership
certificate. Norman is a member of Brocket Post #61.
Gongratulations Norman!

WING POST #65

WASHBURN POST #12
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Imlm The Forum 104" American Legion

3 R - oF TARSS-uTORRERD Department Convention
June 23-25, 2023

Bismarck Hotel and Conference Center

Honoring Heroes 701-660-8063

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Engaging Communities Thursday,dune 22, 2023

4:00 pm DEC Meeting

Defending Freed()m g Friday, June 23, 2023

Foundation Meeting
1:00 pm Registration (closes at 5:00 pm)
1:30 pm Resolutions
2:00 pm Department Veteran Service Officer

We have a lot in common. Hours (until 6:00 pm)
. . 3:00 pm Legion Riders
Thank you for your service defending democracy 3:00pm 40 et 8 Cheminot

4:00 pm District Officers Flag Rehearsal
4:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting
4:00 pm Band Practice Room

4:30 pm Constitution and By-Laws

& freedom of the press.

Committee
4:30 pm Past Dept Commanders Social and
Dinner
= B L TES 5:00 pm  Credentials Committee
Support the future e Or Mbaisc 2 5:30 pm  First Time Attendees

7:00 pm Joint Opening Session

of quality, local news
with a subscription.

4 motoeeyelists from THE . SEE=td 5
sumarers kit | [ S - R kel #d Saturday, June 24, 2023
e i = | | e 8:00 am Registration (closes at 3:00 pm)
8:00 am Color Guard Training Session
- = a4 8:00 am VA&R Breakout Session
inforum.news/hero el L R ; 8:00am  Incoming Officers Meet and Greet
Eains with Incoming Commander and
President
8:00 am Athletic Committee
8:00 am Americanism/C&Y Committee
8:00 am Media Alliance
9:00 am 40 et 8 Grand Promenade
9:00 am District Officers/CPR's
9:00 am SAL Meeting
10:00 am Legion Training Session
10:00 am VA&R Breakout Session
11:00 am Credentials Committee
11:00 am Boys State
1:00 pm Legion General Session
3:00 pm Regional Caucuses
3:45 pm National Convention Meeting
4:00 pm VA&R Breakout Session
4:00 pm SAL Training Session
5:30 pm Social
6:30 pm Department Convention Banquet
7:30 pm Dance (until 10 pm)

GET YOUR FREE
BISMARCK-MANDAN SAVINGS PASS!

Sunday, June 25, 2023
Get fast internet from SRT in 3 easy steps 8:00am  Department Veteran Service Office

STEP 1—GET YOUR PASS STEP 2—RECEIVE TEXT STEP 3—REDEEM 1. Contact Us HOUI'S (Untll 900 am)

Scan QR Code with Your pass will be When visiting a 8:00 am Oratorical Committee

hone’ instantly delivered t: rticipating business, i A

Vit websits, below. . your phone via text  smply present your 2. Pick A Package 8:00am VAR Committee
This pass is a collection  and email and is ready phone to the 3. Love Your WiFi 800 am Incoming Ofﬁcer PiCtU res

of Bismarck-Mandan to use! There is no app attendant or staff . ' . .

attractions, retailers, but your pass can be members to redeem 8:00 am Reglstratlon (CI()ses at 9:00 am)
restaurants and more,  saved to your phone’s available discounts. . : H

offering great home scrz.en for easy I 9:00 am Credentlals Commlttee

discounts. one-tap access. ENJOV! ‘ SR T 701.858.1200 9:00 am Joint Worship Service
NOBOUNDARIESND.COM/SAVINGS-PASS & SRT.COM/ f W Joint Session

Legion Session

Post Convention DEC Meeting
""""""""""""""""""""""""" "/'Q - Organizational Meeting (Newly
Elected District and Dept Officers)

Please reserve the following tickets for {iegionnaire’s Name)

UnderPost# __ inDistrict®_ Locatedin —
Advanced Banquet Ticket Price if RECEIVED By June 5th: $35.00 EL RUD
Advanced Banquet Ticket Price AFTER June 5th: $40.00 i T —
ALL advanced ticket orders must be received by the Department Headquarters by June 15th. g PR, \é —
E— SPO
BanquetTickets  (quantit) X & _(price)= __ Total FARGO, ND TAMPA, FL
TOTAL PAYMENT SUBMITTED: $_____ ( )

Located at Petro Truck Stop
4520 19th Ave. SW ¢ Fargo, ND
www.bellerudtransport.com
“LOADS TO ALL POINTS”
The Valley’s Link To The Nation

Note: Advanced ticket orders must be received at the Department office by the correlating due date to receive the
535 (June 5th) or $40 after June 5th. After June 15th, tickets must be purchased at the registration desk. A limited

number of tickets are available and sold on a first come first served basis.

Malke Checks Payable to American Legion Department of ND




